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HERITAGE LETTER 

A Legend Among Church Plan/ers 

By Wayne Warner 

Ma\~ \Oll'\,~ llotLt:CO thilt I h}\l' n:aJmg Jnd \\r11I1l\! 

about' people. Olher~ do txncr LIl hanJlm,!; [ ...... lIc .. '-111~1 
cvents ,inti the finl.!f POlllb of Ihcolog). ,\1) [(HI.! I .. to learn 
aomll people God u\cd to 1<\)' foundation .. for the c\p.ulll
mg Chn"lhUl church . Pankularh the Pl·!Hl'co .... tal \\IIl\' llf 

the Churr.;h - ~ 

Begummg 011 page 6 of th ..... I' .... uc ~ Illl'lI find an 1'I'P:U1 
church planllllg feature. Abo ~ou·tI find ,to IIlk·rc .... lmg 
account by the laIc J Wesley Jom· ... who n:rnllll\t:co ahout 
the danger, he and othcrevangell ... l:-. facl!d III 19l5 Tilll'o 

"Thl! Night God Slopped the Angr;. \1on:' the drama 
bcgll1\ on pag.e .. n. 

So It "celm. filll11g thaI III lhl\ column I ,houlJ \\ nle 
about one of the un ... ung heroine .. of t:hurch plantlllg. I 
hope you enjoy rc'llhng It a<., much a<., I enjoyed re<.,earch· 
109 and \\[1tll1g. 

Jewell Nichobon Cunmngham. \\r1llng 10 her hoo~ 
Cm-ue" \\("1.,-,011 [)an oj EWlIIgl'ii,ll/I. recalled a 16·)ear· 

old girl who had been haptlzed III the Hoi) SPirit and called 
to preach. Later the girl hcC<lllll! a legend among church 
planter<., in O~lahoma and Te\.a<.,. t>.hl) he you'w alread) 
gUl'~sed that her name w,,~ Ethel MUSICk 

Whde reminiscing about her own evangeIi,>uc family 
nunistering throughout Oklahoma ilnd Texas. Jewell \\fotc 
that they found Ethel MU"'lck near Chlldn.! ....... Texa .... <"ide· 
tracked III her 11lIm ... try and cooking for a big ranch fanul) 
Jewell" ... father, Rufus Chalmers Nkhohon. an aggre~\I\e 
church planter hllm.elf. ~new Ethel dldn't belong on that 
ranch and told her so. Cooklllg and ""u.:klllg dog ... out or 
the way" wa ... not what God had called her to do. he told 
her Ruru,> then challengcd her 10 go \1 ith them to 
ChIldress. Tcxas. "and help u ... get somethlllg ,tarted for 
God 111 that tOI"'O."; 

It sounded Itke God· ... will ror Ethel 
She aod her ch Ildren piled their po ... ses<.,io"" on top or 

Nicholson's Model T truck and looklllg Itke the Joad,> In 
The Grapl'.5 of IYrath they rattled orf toward Childre,>,>. 
Together the two ramilie'l camped and conducted mcetlllg'l 
In a '>tore buddmg. After a group \\as saved and baptl/ed 
In the Holy SPlflt. what became the A<.,sembly of God III 

Childres,> in 192~ was on the map. Nicholson Ihen moved 
to another field. leaving Ethel in charge 

And the ruture churc h planter was back where God had 
called her. 

N obody cou ld hal"e predicted that Ethd Smith would 
become a pioneer Pentecostal preacher. Born ncar 

Chickasha. Oklahoma. In 1895. to non·Chrislian parents. 
Josiah and Genrudc Smith. she grew up amidst rree-flow. 
ing liquor and all.night dances in their home. Her rather 

Ethel :lI1d 'Iartu~ 'Iu-,>ick. In Ihl' 1"'~iuninJ: uf Flhd', mini\tn. 'lit' 
planted rhurrhe, \Ihite \Iarfll~ f;trlm'd. hUI hUl'r \IJrnl\juinrd hi, 
"ife and helped Ilhllll church!;'\ ill Ol..tJhum:l. 11'\:1\, :l11d ('Jlif()rni.1 

became a ~Ia\'c to alcohol In her <lutohwgraphy, Lthel 
\1 rotc. "Qmte often he came h(lme \0 affected h~ the dnn~ 
that mother and we chIldren would ... teal awa~ and hldl' 
unttl he became sober enough to he do\\n. thl!n \\e would 
come from our hiding place<., and qUIetI) go to hed .. 

Ethel I\a<., sa\'ed III a 11 (llll1e ... ~ church .lIlll C;tgcrl~ 

began stud Ylllg the Bible. pnmanly through till' encour· 
agement and influcnce of her pa<.,lor. a SI<.,tcr -rOIl1 ... on 
Ethers famtly, lllclllding her llngexll) father. \\a, 'aled 
And 1;lIer l-:thcl hcgan lra\'eltng \\ IIh SI'tcr li.Hll<.,on In 
e\angell'ilr.: meetings, gnl1lg her te"l1mon~, and Jlra~ In!! 
E lentually. she \\ ent on her 0\\ 11 as iI tcena!!l' e\ .lIlgl'll<.,l. 

b'en though Ethers hushand M.lrcu<., \\ould mther 
farm than follow her on the c\'angcll~llc !nlll III thl' e.lrl) 
years orthc lr marriage. Ethel ~ne\\ her hk·<., calhng was to 
c\'angeillc. She ne\'er gave up praying ror \1arr.:u", and 11 

\1 as a happy day \1 hen he ,urrendered ttl preach and then 
began to work WIth Ethel throughout Te\.a<., and Oklahoma_ 
And bccau\C he I\as a carpenter. theIr lllllu<.,tnes \'ere COlll
plementary for pioneering. She could preach, and he CI)uld 
cut lumber and hammer naIl-.. 

"My dad gets a lot ofc redll for Mom'<., mUllstry," thclr 
daughter Violet told me recently. Now 76 ilnd 11\ IIlg III 
Tulare. California. Violet recalled her rather's fallhfulness 
and willmgness to go \\ IIh hI" WIfe as she fulfliled God's 
call on her bfe 

While credi t is belllg handed out, we should mentIon 
Ih e seven c hildren (th ree died early). Violet <.,did that her 
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mother believed the), had to ~acnfice so that "he could 
fulfill her call1n~ Like so many other children of early 
e\'angdl"'" and Illl',siomlrles, the MUSick children had 
few root" no permanent home. school wa" only hit and 
1111\'>, and they l1U\sed the ordillary blcs\lng,> most of us 
take for grantcd. 

The " tu.;,icks· rhe nldesl children in Ch ildress, Te1l:as, early 1920 .... 

Lookll1g through her autobiography. ont! qu ickly 
undcrstamb that Ethel Musick loved her Lord and that 
\he had no doubt that God had called her to evangeli7e 
and plant church(!\. She spent little t ime defending a 
woman'" right to preach. While others debated the issue, 
Ethel wa\ hilullng her tent from one town to the next. 

Now. \he did run mto the woman's issue III 1934 
while ... he temporarily pa\tored a churc h in Stecker, 
Oklahoma 

At that tlille the Assemblies of God debated whether 
WOlllen ... hould pastor. Some districts interpreted the by
laws to \ay that they could. Ok lahoma, however, sa id 
women \hould be evangelists only. W hen Et he l sett led 
down In Stecke r for a few month ... , opposition came from 
her own mlni\tenu l family. It was only when she went 
back on the road aga lll thai she so lved the problem and 
quieted a certain Ok lahoma pa~lor" 

Two olher issues surfaced about the same time. 
Suppo ... edly Ethel preached Ihal PreS ident 

Roosc\'elt's Nat iona l Recovery Administration (NRA) 
wa ... the mark of the bea,t. (If you' re old enough. maybe 
you']] recall the NRA blue eagle sign that companies 
hung III their ... Iore ... , facto ries. and other businesses.) 

A second chargc against Ethel was tha t she urged 
God-called preache rs not to atte nd Bible schools that 
were gClIlllg thclr ... tarts arollnd the cou ntry. 

Perhap.\ ml ... unde rstood on the two charges, Et hel 
de nied both.1 O ne th ing IS clear: Ethe l's calling was out 
on the road. eva nge li7ing and plant ing churches-not 
defend lll g he r right 10 preach or deali ng with ull1mpor
ta nt issues thai kept others busy. 

Here's what I mean. 
In the fai rg rounds at Ch ickasha, Oklahoma. 30 were 

saved and 19 baptized in the Holy Sp irit. In Cement. 
Oklahoma. the converts numbered nearl y a hundred and 
65 were baptized in the Sp irit. In August 1923, Naples, 
O klahoma, rece ived a tasle of heaven when 50 were 
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saved and .:to filled With the SPIrit Inc\udlllg a Bapmt 
preacher and a Methodl<.,{ \leward Other meeting' 
recorded \lmilar result .... 

Too often the bank .. would not lend money to build 
churche .... e,peclally churche~ that were not connected 
to malllline dcnommallon.... That', what happened 111 

Anadarko, Oklahoma. There Ethel and Marcu ... found 
Pentecostal'> meellng III an old saloon bUilding. They 
erected their tent on the back of a lot. tellmg the people 
thaI they would bUIld a church. But they needed money. 

"The ladies and I can\,as ... ed the city," Ethel wrote. 
"We raised $300." But that was hardly enough to start
e\'en In 1925. After the bank rejected the ir loan applica
tion, the people prayed. "A widow loaned us $1.000 and 
the work began." Ethel wrote triumphantly. "Soon we 
had a church in Anadarko.'" 

Moving back into the Texas Panhandle, the Mu~icks 
ran for cover one day in Pampa as they ~aw the wind flat
ten and almost ruin their tent. But they repaired the ean
vas (their "tabernacle." Ethel called It) and saw many 
saved. Leavll1g the people to worship in a school build
II1g. they headed wc~1 to Borger where they again drove 
stakes and set up the tent. 

Without funds for living expenses, Marcus took 
employment in a Borger restaurant and preached with his 
wife at night. But their labors were not in vai n. The 
Borger Assembly of God was formed in May 1927. Then 
the Musicks returned to Pampa and started yet another 
building program.' 

From Pampa it was on to Blair, Oklahoma, and 
Wellington and Memphis, Texas. " In just 18 mon ths," 
Elhel wrote, "God helped us to establish six new church 
works and bu il d five new chureh build ings." 

Jack Thomas. an undertaker. was in the number 

I • 

l 
I 

Ethel Musick and Mildred Mara rented this skat ing r ink in Sail 
Joa<luin, California. and planted a church. 

saved and baptized in the Spi rit during Ihe Well ington 
revival and ch urch plan ting. He served as ass istant pas
tor at Well ington and later as pastor. The Borger churc h 
called him as pastor and then later the West Texas 
Districi of Ihe Assemblies of God elected hi m as super
intendent. 

Mi ldred Mara, who min istered with Et he l. treasures 
the memories and the in fluence Ethe l had on her life, 



Aho\!' lert. ,he lirst con\l~rts at 
Pinedale, Calirorni:l. ',ho helped 
round the Assembl} or (;od (photo 
1:lken in 1956). \bow ri~ht, bap. 
li7inJ: ne" bclien'n at San 
J 0311uin, Calirornia; arro" poillts 
al Joe \ I:lnl, \1iIdred\ husband. 
Len. Ethel on her 90th birthda~. 

"After 1 was saved. she and I qarled praying In an old 
barn III Borge r." Mtldrcd wrote to me recently. "She 
would pray by the hour. I would give out. but she kept 
praying." 

Mrs. Mara. who lives in Pinedale, Califomia, and 
st il l preaches occasionally, added. "I wou ld ne\'er have 
made it without that praye r life:' 

Another future preacher ~avcd under Ethel's preaclung 
III Wellington. Texas, was Floyd Hawk ins. As a young boy 
he played the piano and sang and then later became a well
known pa~lor and evange list. 

Jewell Cunn ingham IS fond o f telling about Ethers con
tribution to the Kingdom. She wrote. "Throughout the 

Southwest, many Assembly of God churc hes owe theIr 
ex istence to this dedicated worker. Few men cou ld equal 
he r abi lity in pioneeri ng:" 

As the Mus ick ch ildren grew o lde r, Ethel and Marcus 
had less time to evangeli ze and plant churches. but that 
didn't stop the m complelCly. 

Wayne Warner is director or the Assemblies 
of God Archi\'es :Ind editor of lIeritage. He 
is author or The WOn/UII E!'allgefisl (I\hlria B. 
WO<Kh,orlh· Eller)i Kaill ryll Klillilllall : Til e 
WOlllall Behilld (lie Miracles; :lnd compiler of 
h. o hooks on Smith Wiggle\\orth's sermons; 
The A 1I0il/allg oj J/is Spirit and Ollly Beiiel'e. 

During the late 19~O~. the \1u~Ir.:\..~ llllln'd III 

California \\.herL' the) helped plant thrL'e more! \.·hurdlt"~ 
'\1 San JoaqulIl, Ethd and (>.lt1dred \tara rL'nlL'd a ~\..allng 
rin\.. for senKCS. Elhel \\Wle. "God !!J\e u ... a \\{lnJerful 
r('\l\al, and we e~tahll\hed a r.:hurr.:h Later we pUrdla~L'd 
a church bulldmg."9 After Ie,,\ lIlg the S'lIl hl,llIulIl u1ngrL-' 
gat ion. Ethel and ~larr.:u~ hnllghl a ~dlO(l1 hmkllllg III 

Cantua Cree\... CalifornIa. and e,tahll~heJ ~ct another 
church. 

In ,ummanllng her IIfl! and Illlllhl!) , \\e fUld Fthd 
\1USIC\.. ha\lng fe~\ rl!!;!fI!I~. lIer l)2 year. \\erL' \\ell 
spent -~he had fought a good light "r\lthou~h 
unlearned:' she wrote, "GoLi ga\e me thl ... 11lI1lI~tr~ and 
~;I\'ed man) souls,'" One of the Ihnl" of her Ilk W,I'" tll 
~ee many of the con\en~ enter the m11l1"1J In thl~ r.:uuntr~ 
and on mb~lon fields around the \\'orld 

Another thrill \\as 10 be 111\ licd hac\.. 10 the :\~~emhl~ 
of God ... he founded III Flt::tcher. O\..laholl1<1 Then: "Ill
prear.:hed on the 50th <lnl1m,::r,ary of Ihe r.:hurr.:h 

Ethel .... la~t few years wcrl! ~rcnt nt!xl door to her 
daughter Violet In Tulare, Califorllla 1\;0 longer on the lent 
ClrcUlt she lon:d ... 0 much. Ethel ... pent tllnc III pra) l'f '-You 
could hear her pray 1I1g In her trader homc:' Violet ~aid 
And wnh a muffled ... ob, ... hl.! added, --We nus~ Ihat .. 

Ami "'0 do many others from the hIgh plaIn, of Tc\i1~ 
and O\..lahoma to the San JoaqulIl Valley of CalifornIa 

NOT ES 
I Je"cli ~,~hol,(ln CUnOln)!tUIn, ('",,.,,,J 1\,".', {Ims "I II''''~''II'''I 

(Tyler. Te~a,. ",-,If put'lh~lI<d, I'IHJl. 'N Th" t\I,,,l II_I> "n!!,""lh pu"h,Ik-<t ... , 
f",,,,~ <II Yllllr 11111111 llk: aulh{lr and her hu,t';In<i T{llll "'~ r~lln-d onbuwJ 
-\\wrnt'lhe, of God mm"lel'> Til<" ~"n l.1'Tcn f"und~J y"ullt W,lh" \I"~1<ln 
Ollter de~cendanh of Rufu, ami \l;mha ; .... ,lhnl>on ,"dude gO'l'd ,mger T"lIa 
Pan\ 1\1", C'unnln~ham·~ bOlll e(ll ord 11"1:(1/1 f),J\ r (If h<l"l:rl'$'" ,'.u1 1>0: pur 
~ha,.cd t(lrS~ so, POStPlld, b) "nllng to PO B", J.tX'I. Tyler, 'Ina._ 7~71~ 

2. Ethel \IU~l"k, I.lJ~ mIl11tIII"","l "J I-.I/,c/ 1/, si, t r,wl\'rlull lul,if<: 
Cahfomla 'clf·pullh_hc<i, n d I .. ~ 

,1 Telephone ~all \11th VIOlet ('~""d\, Jul) III, IWf, T"" 1'11~1 .tllld!'>:" 
~ur."e Genrud~ Ban"n(l,,~), Buhl. Id~hQ .. Ind J G. \Iu,"~. R~d Blult 
Cahfornl3 

.. Etll<l \IU'l~~ 1I11"'~ten~1 hie. G~ncrJl Scc'!'>:taf\ __ Otll~C:. ""\,<.·",,,1"'$ ,'1 
God 1'11< Gcncr.ll Coun,,1 IIM,:cllng III t915. Jutllol1lCd \I"II~n 11> p",tuh 
chun;hc~ 

5 Ibul 
6. MU~ld. 16 
7. Lue Clndla Cornehus IS g"en credn tor ~IJnlng 111< Borger ~hun;h In 

"Oil Patch Prophct~." fll'rlllIl<l'. lall 1992. R~~ord) ~holl thm Ethel MU'lLk \I;h 
the founder and MI'> Comchu~ W:II. a later 1'J.',lor 

8. CunnIngham, 100 
9. Musick, 17. 
10, Ihid 18 -t--
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The old Tl'xa~ Di!>trict in II Home l\lissions I)rojcclllbolli 1950. A. C. Bates. dis
Irkl mis...iom !>ccret;lr), is Ihe third fmm ri)::hl; also id entified is Jimmy W. 
McCh'IJ:I!I, fifth frum lefl. 

They Experience Big Time Problems 

Planting 
Churches 

6 ,VG HERITAGE, SUi\lM~;R-t'ALL 1996 

No Salaries, no promised perks, no 
insurance or MBA, no spending 
money, and no red carpet treatment. 
There were many easier things to do 
than planting churches during the 
early years of the Assemblies of 
God. But none more rewarding. 
Here are representative examples 
that help us to appreciate the 
pioneers who laid the foundations 
for today 's churches. 



Defermil/(l/ioll ill Yarbo, Alabama 

By Wa) ne Warner 

A'PhCU~ Broadhead kn\!~ GuJ had calico hml \0 ... Iart a 
church \11 the \,1\\ 111111 10\\0 of Yarho. ;\1abama.· But . 

.... omeho\\ thaI call dldn', gt.'llhrough 10 the Clll/en~ of till' 
sOulhwc .... tcm Alabama commlllllt) At the lea..,t, the)' 
thought thc) were doing God a fa\-or b) oppo,mg \\ h .. 1 
Broadhead believed wa ... a mandate from heaven 

When Ihl! opposition ,hought Ihe) had the prcachcr \1I1 

the run. that· ... \",hen Alphcu ... Broadhead ... ho\\cd them \\ hat 
he \\;1 .. rcall) like E'en though the landlord c\l(:ll'd hlln 
and hl\ family of !lm\.' \\hen he !camet! Ihc~ \\crt.' 
Pcntcco .... tal, and e'en though the .,,;1\\111111 0\\ ncr woukln'\ 
hLn.~ hllll for the sallle rea ... on. Broadhead .. Iud .. II out and 
.,aw a church planted In Yarbo. 

When Broadhead wa ... 20 ycar ... of age and ll\lng In nlr,11 
Needham, Alabama, two Penlecoqal preacher ... came 10 
lown ThClr IIlfluence on young Broadhead woulJ r.:han!!e 
hi'" life and ... el In motion a famil) heritage Ihat remam" 
deepl) 'p,ritu<lIIO thl'" da) lie \\ould nc\er forget Ihal Jul} 
4, 1919, aflcr bemg baptl/cd IIlthc Hoi) Splrn, he dcdlr.:at
cd hnu.,clf 10 God and HI ... "cnlr.:c That .,enlCe began In 
Needham when \\JthoU( the benefll of Blhk ",hool tral1\
tng- he e.,tabli,hed a PeiHcco"tal ,hurch 

With the help of hl~ fanuly, \vho al,o became 
Pente,oqal. Broadhead felt 1m calltng wa., to e ... tabll"h iI 

"Daddy was willing to preach and plant 
churches against the odds. 

[Today 1 if we don ' t go beyond 
our churches and attempt 

to plant new [ones] in every neighborhood, 
many will ncvcr come to know Jesus." 

Corene Broadhead DC'1Il 

church, IlIm over the church 10 a pa'tor, and then movc on 
to another needy field, 

That'., the rea~on he tool.. hi., famll~ of ntne 111 19-'0 to 
Yarbo where he pUI up a tent wtlh the idea that a revival 
mccI111g would bnng III a nudeu., for anothcr pCnll<lllcnl 
church Carefully planning the venture, Broadhead rented 
a good hOll"c fo r hIS family and acqUIred 4 acre ... for a 
church bulldlllg and a hou.,e. When the tent went up on the 
propert), Ihe oppos ition began 

"Thc peop le in town rca li7ed that he \>,.-'as there to e.,tah· 
II sh a Pcn lecostal church," Brondhead's daughter Corene 
remcmbers, "They didn't want a 'holy roller church in 
10\\ 11 , and they began workmg to gel us ouL" 

Agreeing that Yarbo didn't need a Pentecostal church, 
Ihe land lord g,l"e Broadhead a month 10 get Ollt of hi ... 
hoU',>e. Wantlllg a job at the ~awmtllio ~l1pport his family, 
Broadhead \\enl 10 the local lumber mdl. T hl! owne r 
refused 10 hIre h un, so Broadhead oblained a job 111 anoth
er tow n 16 miles away and rode back and fo rth in the back 
of a !nIck. 

I hi' \1"hl'lI~ nro;ldh~;ld r;lIlIIh in 19 .. 2. t nJI;Jil;Jhlt, rur 1111" l)hnIU
~r;ll)h ";l" ,I marri~d d;)u):hl~r. \ r~\\ 1111>111h" ;Jrh'r 1111" I,hnln ", ... 
1;11..1'11, \ t r". Hru;)dhe;ld !li,'d, \hlllhi<l\, ~1;lIldin): in th.· l"l·n!\·r. "," 
killed "hill' rru .... in): Ih., Rhill~ H. ill'r in (;~rm;l11\ II ., "J .. ;) dl;I I)· 
lain\ <I .... \i\lanl. 

\\"llh hi., hrother ... help, BwaJheaJ tx,u!'ht t'lIou!'h hUll, 

her to hUlld a 2-roorn h(lu"e ncar thL' tl'llI "til' 1.1\ IIlg ~l)!l· 
dillon" wen: harol~ IdL'al. hut Brl)adhead knt'\\ he "" .1" 1.:.llkJ 
10 Yarho. HI" IWO "on" L'urtillllL'O {,II a "edl{)J1 III till' Il'nt 1'111 

IheLr hedroom. The Il\l' glrb "kpt III one room ,If thl' hOIl"e, 
and Ihl! "econJ room "\lmt'ho\\ pf\l\ Ideu a kltl"iwn ,lilt! ;t 

ht.'droom for Broadhead ami hi" \\ Ife Luia I~t' 
Bdon: Brmu..lhead could rlllHe hi" tll1111) Ollt III thl' 2· 

room hou"c, Lu1a Ike du,:d A second s(lrnl\\ .:anll' \\hen 
their olde.,t .,on ~1"lthla", whl It' "t'n lllg a., a ~: haplalll'" ,1',"1"
lanl. \\ a., ktllt'u while 1'f\I""lllg the RhlllL' RI\t'r III (;errll.IIl~ . 
a fe\\ \\eL'k" bcforL' World War II endL'd III FUf(lllt' 

Thl' .. acrrriee" and hard work paid dl\ IdcnJ" .111.tlg 
\\!lh a changl!d atlltude to\\ilrt! Broadhead . .-\., thl' L'hun:h 
progre ... .,ed \\ tlh a hutldlll!,t program and a p.tr .. \llla~l', thL' 
lumber company owner decided Ihal the prl'<I.:hl'r would 
make a good \\orkcr for hi., DU~lIles". "'0:' Brlladhl'ad 
could thankfull) "<lY, "God 1m., let my dll1reh gnm to till' 
point I don't need It" 

One wonder" ahout the tr;llt., Ihal make up a .,ucce ... .,lul 
L'hurch plantcr One InL'lt1cnt III the hlc llf ,\Iphl.'u" 
Broadhead tcll., a great dcal ahout hemg "t'Il"IIIVC 10 Ihe 

lIol} Splnt and being \\llltng to he lI"ed for lit" PU'l)\I"l' 
In the early year" 01 BflMdhL'ild'., mll11\try, he had no Glr, 

"'0 he \\ alked 10 Ihe r.:hurdlL'" he had .. wrted I\) erlL'ouragL' Ihe 
people or ,onduct rl!\I\'al ml.'etlngs. "One da~ 111 Ihe tile 
1920 ... \\h lle \\alklllg the 14 mile., 10 theTo'(e~ dlllfl.:h," 1m 
daughter Corene relate." "God "poke to him and lold lum to 
knoc k on Ihe door of thc hOll"C he wa .. appro;u:lul1g" At 
fiN he re"l"ted, telhng Gcx.lthal ht' dIdn't kno\\ \\ho II\cd 
III the hou.,e "God lIuprc ... .,ed hun to go III Ilt'C,LU"e .,ome· 
one was In need" 

He went to Ihe door and knocked Whcn a man opened 
the door. Broadhl.'ild Lntroduced hllmclf and ">ald, "1\., I wa., 
pa.,.,Lng your hou,,>e. God .,poke 10 me and .,'lId Ihere Wil" 

~ameane here \\ho needed praycc" 
"Come on in," the man an"wercd. '·You lTlily a .. well 

ha ve a lum to "ee what you can do." He cx pl allled that hI ., 
daughter wa., sick and the doctor" had given hcr up 10 dte. 
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·,It .. ure can', hun If you <, .. )' a prayer for her," the mall 
ildd~d. "not that II wdl do any goot!·· Broadhcad accepted 
tIll' l.:hallcngc. praYl!d. <lnd before leaving the hOll'c \aw the 
~!lrl ~d up fmm her bcd 

II w;I .. n '{ until 19X1 that Broadhead heard the rc ... t of the 
... wry 

A woman IIllnxhl,cd hcr ... clf CIt a church ... crnce and 
lold him thai ... he \>.;.\ the lmlt: ~!.Ir l for whom hI! had pr.lycd 
more than )0 year., earlier. She ... aid thaI after ... he was 
hcah:d. her dad told the famdy that If God cart!o enough to 
... end \omchody 10 help them. they .. hould be In church. The 
,'(litem In~ Sunday thl' family ,ltIentkd church for the fiN 
tlllle ,11)1I were all '<ned 

A year hcton.: "\lphcu\ Broatlhcad\ death in 198C). the 
Broadhead famliy pOI IOgcthcr to w .... h him a happy 90th 

\Ipht! u.'> Hroadhead Illi hb 90th 
hirlhda) in 19KI'. It ",a ... rcporl ed 
Ihcn Ihal all or hi , H9 desce ndant.'> 
"l're ~c n in): 1111.' Lord. 

hll1hday Perhap ... hi'" greate .. t gift wa ... to leam that all of hiS 
~9 dc .. cendanh v,'cre ill.:tl\'t,! 111 the chuKh of J e~w .. Chri .. t 

Plantmg dlUrdll,~'" I ...... tlll on the mind ... of the Broadhead 
de ... c('ndant ... _ SpeaJ...lIlg from ex pe rie nce. Corene Dean I ~ 

cOiKerned thai more churche~ are not belllg planted . She 
... aid. "Daddy wa ... ' .. lllIng to preach and plant churches 
agaln ... t the odd .... If we don't go beyond our presen t churc h
e ... and attempt to plant nc" churche ... 111 e"er), neighbor
hOOd. many will ncvcr come to J...no .... JcsU';'." 

Alphells Broadhead could ... ay amen 10 that. 

• fh~ 1\1" n 1,1 Y."I>., " nn I"n~~r nn 11M: iliaI' ,UI"\ 1\ In)! only a~ a rIlr.l1 ~OU1-
mUUII\ In \\;I,IIIU):I"U ('"ulll). In Illlur n,,111l 1,1 \1 1>t>1I~. Ab~"w The ~llul\;ll 
·'Iphe,,, I!rll.Jdl~~d l\,unJ,',1 due, \Ul"\l\e lhe 1'.bIN I, Eugene Ra) 

Missouri Chllldl Half Way 10 Heaven 
By D. Leroy Sanders 

How do 111.'\\ c hurche ... get planted? There. of cour ... e. arc 
milll) mean ... and methcKh. I tlunJ... that our pioneering 

Sander ... family tried them a ll None "ere ea ... )'! Llke ... o 
lIlany other ... III Ihal lIl\adll1g ann) o f carl)' Pentccostal \ 
have recorded. It ",cc lm thill we alway\ went throug h a 111-
th! "hell"' 10 pomt ),et another communll) heavenward . 

My fath !.! r. Edward Franklin Sanders. was a courageous 
IrmlblaLer III the 1920~ and 1930 ... , II I.' wa~ a true "Johnny 
Applcseed" c hurch planter. He planncd his worJ... and 
worked hb plan 

And Ihe plan u",ually worked like Ihi s. 
He would lIlqUire \\hether any Pcntecostal families 

w!.! re mectll1g 111 ~mall groups. These could usually be 
found by bombardll1g the area with Slreet corner meetings. 
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Ed"ard F. ~andtr.. ofttn used 
gospel SIrt'tl meelinp; 10 planl 
churches bl.'ginning in tht Ino.... 
He sen ed as paslor for 20 lean 
of a church he rounded in 
JeITt rson Cil) . \lissouri . 

---
E .... en If there were none, e\entually some sympathetic 

hstener would lI1V1te U\ to come to their home. Neighbor ... 
and fr iends would be urged to aHend. Soon a dozen or two 
would recclve their Pentcco\tal baptism, and a search was 
on fo r an abandoned churc h or commerc ial hall to rent for 
a home base 

We held ... cr.'ices nightly for weeks and months on end. 
Evangehsls and neighbOring church groups wou ld come in 
to help until there were enough supporters to pay the bills 
and feed the preac her and hiS family-w ho were "living by 
faith." 

My father tesled the waters in dozens of towns and 
commull1ties throughout Southern Missouri and Okl ahoma 
wit h hundreds of such street meellngs. Eventually he put 
down root\ and planted churches in Versailles. Lebanon. 
Barnett. and Jefferson Ci ty. In Jefferson City. the capital. 
he pa ... tored for more than 20 years. 

Lebanon haii a specia l memory for me. 
We had ... trugg led from the st reet corne rs to the pri

vate homes and finall y wc re ab le to rent a spacious 
hall. Unfort una te ly. il was o n th e Ihlrd noor. And. of 
course. 111 Ihose days \\-'e didn't e'-en dream of such modem 

T he superintendent overhe~l rd 

one of the less than sunctified members chortle, 
" }-Iell , by the time you get to th is church 
lon the third fl oorj, )'ou're a lready ha lf 

way to heaven." 

conve illences as elevators or air cond iti oners. Sti ll the 
crowds came to be saved. hea led. and filled with th e Spi rit. 
The "power fel1" and so. finally. did the opposition. 

When II was time to set the church III order. our 
eSleemcd district superinte ndent, Aaron Wilson. made a 
visit. He never forgot that day, and he made su re we didn·\. 

Along with the excited c rowd. Wilsoll was huffing and 
puffing up one night of step~. then another. and then a third. 
Finally the ~uperi ntenden t overheard one of the less than 
sanctified members chortle. " ' le l1 . by the time you get to 
thi s church. you're a lready ha lf way to heaven." 

The supen ntendent. with a Cheshire grin on hi s face. 
and sec retly agreeing. wisely ove rlooked the remark and 
issued our chaner 10 plant yet another Assembly of God. 

Now. 70 years later, shou ld you visit Ihe finc. thriving 
church in that beautiful O:lUrk sClling . you would be 



plca..,ed that ..,omethmg has changed the huffing and puff 
ing arc no longer ncce..,..,ary But the one Imponant thlll~ 
that has not changed for lllany who wor..,hlp there I~ that 
they ..,tlll bl"am with the happy a",uram'c that Ihc~ arc 
alrcad) "half \vay to hean:n_" 

Here'.., hoping they won't forget that thcir forefather.., 
went th rough a little bll of "hell" to ma!..e 11 po..,..,iblc. 

A Church is Born ill Goose Creek, Texas 

By Jimmy McClellan 

l"tIIl/v II ,\trOdl"'1 ,'I,m,d !>r,' -hll/l , "I ,,]Ia I, 'I( _' J<I\' .. d /I Ih .. "I. ( 
fJ III S,mlil {e,WI \Ih"" Irl "<1,\ IX, h,' " .. ",,, Go"",, Cred II"" 8<1\"(<11,,'
r",'<I,<. (0 ,</<lrl <I ''''1,,,1 .. \, /"" .. 11 ",I.< !>.'"'- II/I/,h '-' 11("" hllli" r"b",oo"( fI,. 
lold Illn .«on-m 1909 "It .. lllh .. dlun It "'m, (Iebrdtlllf( 11.< 50th ' mJl'r"lIn'_ '<lr 
1/ Itlla }"<l1II lUI d<UI.~IIIU .<u 'L~II.'n ''''Ill OM R~'""", ," N 

I n the early spnng of 1916 I gavc my heart to Gtxl and 
rece1\-ed the baptism of the Hoi) SpIrit one \Vec!.. later. I 

was 15 and a half years old at the time. "ll11o"t imlm:diate· 
ly I began to preach the Gospel The fir"t 6 months after Illy 
conversion [ read the Bihle through once and the Ne\\ 
Testament three time..,. About 2 yt~ar" tater God called me 
10 go to Goose C reek, \\!lich was a boom oi l field town at 
that I1me, to hold a revival. I answered the call and took a 

, 
\ 

Jimlny and Sudie 
i'l lcClellan attend
illl-: a camp meeting 
about 1922. At lhe 
:Igc or 18, Jimmy 
founded the church 
that is nn\'> Trinit) 
Tabernacle, 
U;I~town, TC:l.lIs. 

step by faith for I had no money to spea!.. of. In fact, after 
paying my "Jitney" fare to Goose Creek, I had 25 cent~ left. 
But I had a strong faith in God who "owns the cattle on a 
thousand hill s: ' I knew one old man, Brother McQuein, 
who had gone from our church In Houston a few month.., 
earlie r. He had put in a photo business in an old type of a 
trailer house in which he also li ved, sleeping on a pallet on 
the floor. So I looked him up and to ld him God had sent me 
there to hold a revival meeting. Ife said, "Brother Jimmy, 
every building of any kind is filled and I don't believe yOll 
can find a place to hold a meeting; but if you can , I'll help 
you all. I have 7 song books and two gasoline lante rns 
which you can use, and you can share my palle t on the 
floor." Well. by faith I saw the victory ahead. 

That was Wednesday. so I started out praying and 
searchin g for a building. And 10 and behold, I came upon a 
large vacant building, the old Dixie Theater, already fixed 
with a platform, benches and a piano, all ready to go fo r it 
revival meeting, 

I inquired who owned it and was told Mr. Spence, who 
lived across a field from the town in an old fann house . So 
I struck out with fear and trembling. afraid if I told him 

\\ hat I wanted It for he wou ld refu..,e to rcnt It 10 me. \\'ht:n 
I got 10 the house he was Slltlllg on the front p(m.:h I a,k~'d 
about the theatcr bll1khng ami ho\\ mu~h It rentcd f(lr He 
"<lid. "It rcnt.., tor $500 <-Iollar" a month:' Well, m~ heart 
..,an!.. wilhm me. and I am "urI! he "1."11"t'<-I It for hc a"kco Ill.; 

\\hatl \\anlc<-l It for. itold hun I \\anted 10 hold" r~'\I\'al 
meetlllg tn It. 

Ilc lookcd al me s)mpathetl~all) and ,,;ud, '-\\ell. Son, 
If thilt'" what you w<lntlt hlr. you G11l h;J\!." It h)r ~S.\ \\t'l·!.. 
a" long as 11 I'" \'a~ant:' Immedhlh:l) my hl'art r..:\ t\..:d 1 
..,aid 'Tm ahuo..,t ..,ure \\c'lI take II. I'll be nghl 1;l;1d.. ' (01 
(oursc l onl) had 25 (enl..,). 

Well, I pra(ll(all) ran ha~!.. to tell BnJth..:r \kQIIt:'ln Iht; 
good llC\"_ Oh, If I e\'l'r fell the pre..,en~c \11' (j,}(1 II \\;\" ;l~ 

I ru~hed a~ro..,'" that ridd, "lle<l\..:n CUll!! dl)\\n, and (ill'r) 
filled my soul." 

Brother 7>.-kQuc11l ~aid, .'\1\, my, that"" too j!rl,ld II) he 
tnlt! Here l~ ~5. Go 1M) a \\cc!..'" rent qUle!.. nd'IJrl' hl' 
bae!..~ out:' So 1 ru~hed h'h.:k 10 hi" hou~e and hamk'J tum 
tht:' SS But he .."lIt!. 'So. ~(lI1, I'm not going Il) take thaI '5S. 
YOlt may nced It 1Il gellrng )Olll mcetlng ~t<lrteJ_ YIJU (,Ill 
p<l) me at the end or each \\eek " 

I took Ihe 55 h,lck to Brother \kQuelll, hut he "ml. 
'·Well. If he wou ld n't take it. I W011't clther Ytlll LI11 havc 
it." So I went to ,I prinl ,hop ilnd 11l\cQed III SOO han<-lbrlh 
advertising the meetIng to "tart on Salurda) IlIght. I \\CIH 
from door to door gl\lng Ollt the han<-lbrll, and per'()lull~ 
In\,lt11lg people to the IllCctlllg. t\lany to ld me Ihat folk.., _'Uq 
were not rntcrested in gOIng 10 ch urch and that we (ould not 
get a crowd But I fdt in my- heart that He who had hcgun 
a good work would carl) 11 on to perfc(tion 

Satu rday night came, and we '>Ianed the IllI."t:'tlllg wl1h a 
surprislllgly good crowd Ho\\c\er, c\erylhlllg \\a~ up tl) 
Brother McQuelll and my"c1 f. I led Ihc "'l1lglng and Bfllthl'r 
McQucll1 wa.., the chOI r. He le<-l thc te~111ll0n) ..,en KC ;l1ld 

did the tcstifying, and I preached 
The hOll..,e Wl\\ filled on Sund,IY I11ghl, and on t\10111by 

thcrc wa~ an o\'ernow cro\\d. Thilt IlIghl the (10\\cr of GoJ 
fell. and 5 people were ,;I\-ed, The re\l\al wa" on! 

The next day when I went 10 the hlllldmg to pra>, ~C\ 
eral people came in, and three \\cre "a\"cd That mght th!!rc 

The only suituhle building in to\\ 11 

rented for $500 a month_ 
Jimm.Y had 25 ccnts. 

When the owner learned it \\ a~ 

for revival meetings, 
he charged only $5 a \\ eek. 

was a real outpouring of the SpIn!. Several wcre .. aved and 
rece ived the baptIsm 11) Ihe Ho ly Splnt. We then began 
ho lding two services a day- o ne III the mOnllng and one at 
night. 

Many people came to the serv Ices seeking God for sal
vation , for the Baptism, and for healing. Therc wcrc many 
outstandi ng healings. One little boy who had fallen alit of 
a tree and broken both bones in one arm wa" brought to the 
service for prayer, God healed him rn'>tantl y. They 

A/G lIERlTAGE, SUMM EK·FA t. .. 1996 9 



PLANTING CHURCHES 
removed Ihe ... p lm! ... whi ch were \ upposcd to remalO for 6 
week... III , arm wa' pl.!rfcc ll y hea led S Isler Rccd. v.ho 
\\'<1 \ a prOllllll1.!11I worke r 111 the B a pl l'>! Church. was hea led 
of a ve ry SCrl Ol]'" throat cond Ition and received the baptism 
111 the I-Ioly Sp int T11I'. \\ lrrt:d many of her friend ... \ .. ho 
came seeklng the Bapll\11l 

The whole tow n wa ... \u rrcd, A Jew \ .. ho operated a .Ie\ ... · 
dry ' tore nex t door to Ihe mccll1lg "topped me one day and 
Silld. "Somcl hlllg: InU,t be hap pe n ing ill Ihe 

"What a wonderful cha nge 
in GoO'.,c Creek had been wrought 

"ince Jesus came in." 

Illcl.!ll ng. People who have owed me for month", whom J 
had gIven up a ... ever pay ing. have come III and paid me after 
comlllg out of th e meeting" 

It cou ld reall y hI! ... a id, " What a wonde rful change in 
town had b!.!cn wrought since JcMI S came in." Whc n thc 
news o f the rCY Iv<tl sprcad to r 10U<,tOll . wor~ c r .. camc down 
and wert: a great hclp to u<,. 

The renval cOlltllllH.:d fo r 6 wce ~ s w it h soul s bclllg 
saved and fill ed With the Holy S pint and s ic~ bod le<, healed 
III eVl.!ry serv lcc. At th l.! clo,c o f the mcctmgs. we had re ll sed 
money to bUil d an open-,lIr tabe rnacle. Thi <, was the begin-
11ll1g of Trinit)' Tabernacle. 

lthan~ God that I had a small part III th is church that ha s 
grown fro m <, ut h humbll.! begi nnmgs to the g reat c hurch II 
1\ today. To God be a llthc g lory foreve r and eve r. 

Bostroll1 Brothers Give Up Banking 
Ca reers 10 Pioneer in the Midwest 

By Eva Maye Murphy 

I n the summer of 1920. two brothers. John and Will 
Bostrom. wcre wor~ln g In a Ch icago bank. T hey were 

both attendmg the Stone Church (now Palos He ig hts) . Fred 
Leadl.! r. who later d ied III Afri ca as a missionary. was the ir 
pastor. The two brothers attended a camp meetin g at Da vis 
CII), Iowa. back whe n Io wa and Northern Missouri were a 
part of the We.,t Central DistriCt. John Goben was the dis
tn ct superin tendent at the lime . 

Whtle the Bostrom brother .. were at the Da vis City 
camp mee ting . the)' Illet a man who talked with them about 
going to Bucklm. Missouri in the north-central P,H1 o f the 
statc. He had re lativcs li ving in that area and want ed the m 
to hear the 11 t! \\ and wo nderful Pentecostal message. 

After h <, tenin g to the challenge and opportunit y in 
Buckl lll , John and Wi lliam Bostrom made a decision that 
would forever change their lives . They quit their jobs in the 
bank, bought a tent. and set it up in Buc kli n's c ity park . 
They brought wi th them severa l workers from the Slone 
Church to he lp the m in the meetings. Incl uded were their 
s iste r Esther Paulidu and her husband John , Ed Keelin. 
Jeanette Ne lson, Walter Anderson. and Annabel Ei sle (the 
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J ohn Bo~trolll ad\(~ r t i sed Illeeting~ Ihi~ "a) at Bucklin. l\ lhsou ri . in 
1920. 

latte r was onglila lly from Stanhope. New York. and later 
became Ihe Wife o f the wel l-k nown Assemb lies of God pas
lor and educator. Leland Keys). 

The message th ey preached was so new a nd differ
ent fro m anythlllg tha I th e Buc kltn a re a had eve r 
hea rd. God sta rted b less lIlg. peo ple bega n to gel 
saved, a nd the SP lfl t bega n to fa ll. The e nt ire area was 

"They quit their jobs 
in the bank, bought a tent , 

a nd set it tip in 
Bucklin 's city pa rk." 

stirred . More than I ()() people knelt at an o ld-fashi oned 
a ltar. They came out o f other churches and man y who had 
never gone to church came. 

In the fa ll the new constituency dec ided that they need
ed a permanent building . so the men poo led the ir ski ll s. 
constructed a church building. g iving them a place to wor
ship before winte r sel in . God perfOnlled a mighty work in 
Buckl in, and Ihat churc h is still mi nistering to the commu
nity. 

The next summer Will Bostrom took the lent about 20 
mi les west to Slunner. Missouri , fo r a revival. God also 

This bapti ~ma[ M!n'ice is ill :1 coal mine pond al Bucklin, l\ lissouri. 
bange[is l J ohn Hostrom is at far [rfl. St'lIlding next to Bost rom i~ 
GeorJ!e Atteberry. fa ther of E\;t ~ 1 :l le ;\ lurph) (author of accompa
n) ing story). 



blcs~ed there. sa\'mg many. The congregation formed a 
church \."hleh contll111ed for "c\'eral year" 

The next year. 1912. God called the Bostroms to ,!!O to 
Brookfield. l\h,,~ouri, where the) crected Ihe tent III thc 
eastern part of town next to the C. B & Q Railroad and 
across from the Brown Shoe FactOr) People "tarted com
IIlg from fa r and ncar, l\.\an} wcre "a\'cd. healed. and bap
tIZed In the Holy Spmt. It was not long before a churr.:h \\a" 
establbhed in Brookfield. 

It was here 1Il thc Brookfield church III 1914 that my 
future hm,band. Clyde H Murphy. \\-as "il\'CJ_ He \\as laler 
called mto the mmi<,try. ordained III 19.n. and pastured 
churches III Iowa and Mls"ouri 

Few oflhe people Invohed 11l tho~e early church plant 
Hlp 1Il nonhern MiSSOUri ,>un-h-c \1) slsh:r. Rw,!) Pearl 
Aneberry Morn,>. and 1 arc the ani} two sur\'I\lIlg charta 
members of the Bucklin church. \Vill Boqrom remallled 111 

the Illltustry but withdre\\-' from the Assemhhes of God Hl 

1925 over the dcnOtlllllation's position on the illlual C\-j· 

dence. John Bo",trom wa,> on the e\'angeli'>tic fleld for year, 
after he left the Northern MIssouri area, HIS wido\, 
Dorothy live,> III a nursing home 1Il San LUIS Obi "po, 
Ca lLfornia. 

Eva M3)C MUlllhy_ ~9. and h<:r hu,hanJ ClyoJc I';blon:d ,hurd ... " kor ]1\;ln~ 
ycan. 10 1I0nhcrn Ml\'<'Uri alld [0,,";) Sh~ IS rl<'" 011 rhe ~1:lH 01 Ikrhel Church. 
Qumel, llhnOI> III aJJrllon !O ocr n'lt;)1l0n 111mi'll)' ;mJ a~ J",:,·tor of the .~~ 
anJ AL,ve" program. ~h~ conJu~t~ '>CI'ICC, In IHU'l1lg h"n~, 

Two Women Piolleering in California 

By Mildred Ma ra 

A ft er being saved and baptiLed in the Spirit in Borger, 
Texas. where I lived. I began preaching revivals and 

conducted Sllcce')s ful meet lOgS in Clarendon and near Fort 
Worth. In 1940 my hu sband and I moved to Cali forma. but 
he was drafted after World War II began. While he served 
for 4 years in the anny, J preached in Los Angele", rescue 
miss ions in the worst part of the ci ty. I also preached in the 
streets of Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

After the war was over and my hu~band returned. we 
moved to Fresno where I s tarted a chu rch in an old ware
hou se on Belmont Avenue. A woman wa') baptized in the 
Spirit in her bed one ni ght. But her husband was very 
angry. He threatened to knock me in the head and run me 
out of town. Later. he was saved and fill ed with the Ho ly 

A dance hall musician threa tened 
to knock Mildred Mara in the head 

and run her out of town 
after his wife 

was baptized in the Spirit. 
He too was sa ved and became a 

Pentecostal preacher. 

Spirit and became a preacher. TIlen his brother was saved, filled 
with the Spirit, and also became a preacher. They had COllle 

from the dall(.:C halls downtown \\ here they playcd and \an),!, 
\I) hu"bilnd'\ aunt. Llhel \lu\ld, (for mort' on thi, pm

neerchurch planter. ~ee page .~I. \\<\\ linn).! on;J "Illdll tann 
ncar Tulan.'. C'lhfornla, at thl\ tlllle She a~recd to help me 
\\;111 a church In Pinedale ahllut 7 mlle, fmm fTe\no. I 

\liltlred \tara, riJ!hl. .tntl Flhd \\tl,kk, wl:llnd from Idt ttl h;r~"'. 

ll1illbh'rcd to!.C\ cr;rl \Ii~"killl~ \\ hu lillll l' II) S;III J();Hluin. (',Ilirurni ;r , 
10 "ork the field~. El he\' \ '!1Il Bill i\ Iwhint\ \tildrtd. 

bought a small tent and we "et II up In Pineda!c and \\I.!TC' 
thrilled to see children being sa\ed Then it" more peop!c 
attended, we hoo!"ed it \ccond tent to lllllll.! and the re\l\al 
contlllued for ~e\er;.\1 months_ 

Pioneering III PinedaII.' wa~ 11(11 cas} Rulli,Ill" would kt 
the air out of our tires. Once when we weTC' 100 poor to huy 
ga"'. I sold my coal. BtH il church \\;1" e~[;Ihll~hed hcrc ncar· 
Iy SO }ears ago. and this I~ \\ here my hu~band and I allend 
today. 

With Sister MU"'LC!.. 's help, I started a secollll church In 
San JoaqulO, Califomia. We rented alargl.! "kall1lg rin!.. and 
later. wllh the Southem Ca lifornia Di \lricl'" hclp. \\c \\-at:' 

"Once when we 
were too poor to 
buy gas, I sold my 
coat. But a church 
was established." 

--Mi ldred .\bra 

able to buy the building. SlanLng \\ tlh only 4 people, \\-t:' 

SOOIl filled the bllllding. DUTlng thc re\waL people would 
climb trees to look 11110 the hIgh wllldows. 

Nearby were faml camps, and this bl.!Cmlle our Illls..,ion 
field. We ministered to the people. scw lllg clothlll£ long 
hours for the children, We also picked and chopped cOllon 
to help establi sh the church. SIster Mu<,ic k' s dau ghlcr 
Gertrude and her husband Dale Bartonovky were a great 
he lp and blcssing during the revival. 

San Joaquin became special for our family a'> tim is 
where my htl~band and our teenage daughter were saved 
and filled with the Hol y Spirit. 



PLANTING CHURCHES 

Tacoma Church Starts Small ill 1918; 
Becomes olle of the Lmgest ill AlG 

By Ward M. Tanncbcrg 

.·111 'II" ''''''~ '01 Iii, fir" /1 ,,,,,,,. "I.'" flnl AIJ .. ",hl, 1.11t" Crllltr '" 
.",. """,. II, ,/,,,,,,/,,, ""~}11 ",."tln "b"u/Ill .. "rI~"'\' "/11", IIJrIlUlIf< h,," II f~I' 'tIf .. " hI I ,,/till' //'41",/111 Ifnt'".m "h/'fr<Wlrd <ll.,."""/ ",liw« (<lrh <la" III 
IV/If nil' ,/tI" Ir "Ii' '''/''1'1(,/ /'''''' Ih .. /'J77/){I,,( leI L'1hl Shill': -OUI ,he 
SI"!,)' Ollh,· ,\ scml>lir. 01 God.n ,he Pa'lfl~ -';"nh",c'l. b, \\"fd ,II r",md,tlJ(. 
!'hl> (/~IJ.:(' 2/. !.ZI IllInt ,m,d "'''m''TlI!'J 1_/ ,Hlrm/m)! "Id hr<t .. \ ... r",hh III 
12/h <111<1 (; Strut. ,,1,,1 .. '1IJ/1""l'dm IIr(l'/>' f"'II"''''J UP thr (U,/., IIIJO.I 0,,(' 
,'/Ih"" "' .. mo"e' 1111 lou/(' hrmftl)! Iii .. Ir)!(lu/iln mIH"'"Un/-il/1/I1/ rr",h(r Fa, 
",ort "" tilt ,1~.t'mhllr' ,'I (;"'/ "11/" Slifl/'''(<I.IU ,If";jimr Slr,,,'rJ'. l-f'<lTl 
,lrl".It", "1'",,/(, 1>1/ '" /II( /,,,, "10 V",/II\\!'</, l'uhl"iltJ", liPt vml1~ urul $U1n' 

"'''' 1'}.~7" ,un ,'f Ilr"/"~" bill'" 

Sevt.:r<tl tl1IC'" in Wa~hlngton had ~stab1i ... hed Penteco~[al 
congregation ... by the end of World War I. Frank Gray, 

who later ~crvcd a ... Northwe~t Dl~trict .,upcnntendent, 
organi/ed what became First A~.,embly and today IS known 
as Life Center. ThIS was the pioneer A~semblies of God 
wort.. 111 Tacoma 

Gray, a former Bapti<;t milll~tcr. went to Tacoma in 
1918 and began Il1cetll1g \\l1h a small group 111 a sccond
noor audl10riulll on 6th Avenue. Later Ihe group moved to 
a Gem1an Mdhodlst chu rch bUIlding on the comer of 
South 2)th and '"j" Streets. Services were held there for 
four months. The congreg'lliol1 \'ias small. but the ble~sing 

DediCll tion dllY ort he Pentecosta l Tabernacle, Tacoma, Washington, 
in 1926. "'mn k Gray, II former Baptist ministe r founded the ch urch 
in 1918. Phow (llIIrtt',I\ of fUflt' Crmlt' 

12 AlG HERITAGE. SlIMMER-t,\I"L t996 

of the Lord attended theIr effort ... Finally. the little butld
mg. ~eallng about 80 pt!rson\. was filled. 

The deSIre for a more central locatIon and larger .,pace 
prompted the congregation to rent a large up .. talrs hall at 
943 112 South Tacoma Avenue In September 1919 at a cost 
of $50 a month. Thl\ afforded an audltonum ... eatll1g about 
300 people and an 1I1creascd number of Sunday school 
room~. The chu rch \\.-'a .. called A ...... embly of God. 

On OCCa!\lOm when monthly obltgation .. exceeded 
offcnng .... the anend1l1g group made an extra contnbution 
to make up the dIfference. Pa.,tor Gray wa~ supported only 
by contnbut ions placed m a little box at the bact.. of the 

Former Baptist Frank Gray 
served as janitor on Saturday 

and pastor on Sunday. 

church. He was the jallltor on Saturday and the pa~tor on 
Sunday. With a firm dedIcat ion to the work of God, he did 
not leave when the go ing was tough. As a result. an Ollt
stand 1l1g vital church was eMablishcd in this community. 

In 1925, there was much interest in securing a building 
that cou ld be owned by the congregation. Twenty-seven 
charter members pledged themselves to such an undertak
mg. A good local IOn at Sou th 12th and "G"' Streets was 
found, and four lots were purchased. Much of the con
structi on work was donated with members of the congre
gation cOlntng to the church grounds after their regular 
day's work to help with constructi on of the new building. 
Pastor Gray was also busy at every spare moment with a 



helpmg hand 
DedicatIOn sernces tool.; place the fir"t Sunday in 

Septemocr 1926 after exactly 6 months' 1,.'0n .. tl1.lctlOn tLine. 
The name wa .. changed to Penteco"tal Tabcma..:lc, although 
the mcorportllion paper ... read: Penteco"tal A .... emhly of 
God [Old-timers wlll remt.:mbcr that the church wa" a["o 
ident ified ~Imply as '"12th and G "I 

hom It" lIlception, r.N A ..... emb l) of God ha" "ent men 
and women Into the Lord's work throughout the nation and 
arOll nd the world. The congregation ha" continually 
expre""ed slglllficant lIlterest in both fort.:lgn and home nm
sion<, work Martin K \'arnme, one of the original deacon .. III 
the congregation. sold his buttenmll.; th .. tnbutlllg compan) 
and went to Chllla as one of the earlie"t fon::lgn IllI"SIOn<lr· 
ie". Numerous ot her" followed hl~ example 

On the home fronl. the congregation extended it" min
Istry to other sections of the city and outlymg areas 1l1dud
Ing SOllth Tacoma. Ul1Ivers ity Place, Sp,H1<l\\ay. Rll'.ton, 
and Mihan. Here congregations have been estabh"hed that 
contlllUe to thn\'e and grow IOJa) 

Sta rting from Scratch ill MOl1tpelie r 

By Ken Krivohlavck 

DUri ng my years a ... a ,Iudenl <I t Central Bible [nstltute 
(now Colkge) in Springfield, tvll ssourl. I re(.;clVt!d a 

bu rden to pionccr a churc h. The faculty mcmbers kept 
be fore us the Import ance of Martlllg nt.:w churches to reach 
the unsaved. My opport un ity to plant a church came -l1 
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rhe h ... ernhl\ or(;"d in \ h mlpl"lier, Idah", in lihoul 195K. 

year~ ago III 1955. 
Whlle preadllng a re\ I\al Illeettng ttl Kemmerer. 

WYOIll1l1g, I leamed that two :\"cmblie~ of God fam1l1C~ 
\\ere linng III Montpel1er, Idaho, ahout 75 1ll1le~ ;\\\,1) Sll 
I borrO\\-ed the pa~tor'~ car and drtwe to ~1ontpclll.'r tn meet 
the fanlll1es and look around. The most Imp(lrtant tll1ng h)r 
me was to dclermine the \\111 of God 

Aftt.:r prayer and \\ait11lg on God. I ft:ltlhat 1"-: "anted 
mt.: In ~lontpeher \1r. and ~ l r" Chn" i\-lL'mtil) opened theIr 
homt.: to us 111 Septemhcr 1955, and 1.\ people atlendl.'d thl.' 

• 
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PLANTING CHURCHES 
lIT" 'f\"H." \ ,hun tlm~ Jall'r \\ I mon .. d our \\!(\'lCt.:' (0 

the Odd h.-lit \\" lIali Then the ilL'" fall the Southern 
Idaho 1>1'lrl<.'l C{IUIlUI lellt thl' Ilcd~llIl!! chun.:h their 
IlI.nt"hlc ',thl'rn;Klc 

.\tln 1l111l1'!l'nng atollL' 101' IX mOTHh~. J Inilrrlcd 
(il'!H.'\';L William ... , who had ;11\0 atll'l1(ktl CBI Joy. our f l f'.1 

dllld, \\:1\ horn ITl the Bl'ar La"c IImpllal whllt.! we were III 
\l\lIl1rl'hl'1 

Tht.' c(lngn:g,ltlnn w(lultl otten change from Sunday to 
Sllnd,l~ ()n lil'c lhtlcrcnt IXCiI\I(}n, dUring the 5 year'., \.\c 
\\cre It1l'rc. Wt' looJ..l.!d o\"l.:r the t:oTlgrcgatlOll and saw that 
l'\l't)tlJlC \\, ... Ihl.'TC fur ,hl' flr\llLmC 1l1cn we were ..... tlto 
M't' Sl'\'l'1 ;11 chun.:h larmlll'\ mOl c away. \\ hich brought an 

I • .'n(l 10 tIll' r.:hurr.:h in 1960. The tahcrnar.:lc WitS dl\mantlt.:d. 
and tIll' n:Ill;l1ll1ng dmTch propc n y wa ...... o ld And we 
Illtlwd h"I.:"-. to my home ... tate of Nebra ... ka . 

()nly three fami he ... we re won 10 Je ... u ... from the local 
Pllpuliltllln But our mllll ... tr)' ilmong vitriou ... group ... of 
illl1!r,UlI w(lrkcr ... had n! ... ulted In morc than 50 conn:r"'lon" 
Sl'vnal \\l'rc fllicu with thl' Splnt and hea lcd. Wc arc 
pll'a"ed that convcn .. f«1Ill (IUr \lmHrchcr miOl .. tr)' arc 
S(:r\ Ing k"u" In milny ",ate ... (()(jay 

A'NI Afl l (flllu .Iii "'lee \11<51 'II. A'HI" - IJ ,," 'If'emi>llt' "I (jOt/tl,UI-

1f1 1·,1 I" I \ /jn," '<1 11111 h ... Me '" <I /I,,,,,, "II ~,' , 'dn,I/II Jr",,, I'IIN lI"'IIiN 

A ,,, h, I ~"'."" I ",." "'<lIned I" 1'''"','lne If" I.' Ille ,WIll", ,'I «1('/11/ 

I"~ "~I. "'./, 1"'1 lJo..·"II S",mu,11 Gill, 

ICJ)~ r(lln \_ Rnl'llf DiUifl/fU_'·\.(ltHJ D',H'OllrlH!l'I1Il'1II 

P"arsall Couple Fails ill Allelllpls 10 

Plalll Churches ill California Cilies 

\i "/,Ih, ""'" ""-'-"" """(.I "I d"", II r/""''''~ <lI' /11,,', / .. « 1/1<111 
", ." "", '" "hI' II ""111"0' /'''/ed", tlIt'1f ,II/C11l1'1.I ,,, gtl d ."UI' lit ,"1 

'" O· '''"/'f' /11<1/ II,,, tilt '-<1,,' (1//"'<1, <1",1 1.\.1,<1 1''',If'<l1/ ,<11111,,,,,/1,,/111 
/I" .,111,." ,I! ",II fllr 1'''''''<1/1< ,,,'tt'l ,/Illig '''' WI lIlId/ .. } duM. 1IIIIIIIIn 

1'11','''0'' ,0/ "",""11,,.. "'~IIrI<, ""'/ d",-"" .... g"II"'1!I 1/1 IIII'll I'I/""f /II 1'/1111/ 
,,,", /11" II, .\',·,,,.111 Oil lind I'",." Hollin (""/'/"'''''', II! IlIr fllTh }'.}]O, r"h" 

1',-" ... ,/1 ""'tl' lilt' I,.II""",~ 11'/'"'' "llhl' "",k ,/I .\'..,"'/" ("III I,. /11, SOli/itti'll 
C'"it"'"I1,' /111111'/ I'll" r Jul.- .~. I'I!:: . 

II,,· II'" 1(/1(1 /""" Ih., 1',."""/,, /I d<ll.,,} S"""'",/",,:17 191:1_ </mll.l/ml'l 
/',,. .. I("M., ,,J,,.,( Ilirl h .. ,1 III." ... 11,' ..,,,'1., ,1"",10 u/llT IU/WI( 11,,1/ lire lit,,. 
S,."II 'd.lr,I<1'.,~ \""Ilia 1("."'11 110 .... 1(/1111.- 11I~1!r1 dr\,""'" "/ .\,/,\,,,1,, Cm 
, ,/I / ... , • '" ,,' II" 1'£,,,,,,11'. I'''''' Io(d/,h III 1<'''('''0: "".-1; "" llor /./IIU1t "I 
\ .. ad" ( n "'J ('''''Ill!1 ""w II, R'''''''.! Ih, ,,,,,,,drn.-,, IIlId /",,. ,./ "'.///\ 

./r ... 1",,, J .... <""-/.1' P"" III col" /w/" r I"£j" Iud. /""ll1r\ 1"''''1<1/''' II ,-1,,11 
./ ,... .. ,',' ... ,1/ '"'' IId'n.· ell "1'1 II" \. 'rr .Il~n' ""d ",,,,Jt'T.f_ 

\',1111111[' .... " ~'''''''' ,'!>,'"III'f 1'1'«",,1/.1 r/l",I.\ III 1'01.'" Huh/n. hlll/I'r' 
,· ... I""'''''''<.! I/J I .. "" alln III ''I!<I "lid III ,,",mill .1/'"'1<''' Ilir /lrll II'''' n"I''''

'ClIII'II'" ""bin ,\ie;, h'IIIA ("1"/11/,,,, f.l/<· ('r,,'n '1<11 """..,11,,· Sufll"'- e"//('II 
",,,II,,,,,,.,f "" .1,.,11'''''''''''"" /1/ III!II fI" I'",,, ,,,1/, n'IIIItWrJ I"""''''',<.! III S"m" 
1/",,1< ,/ "'1111 I'O! "hn! /'''''' du'd <1/ III<- ,,~" ", 701 1.'''11,., 

" Dear Brethren. 
" Wl' rC!!rCl that we have \r:ry little rc"ults to report. but 

can ""y wc have "tood firm for thr: fallh \\.-lIhout a worldl) 
cOlllpronll'.e. condcmning "'In In all "'" form ... We ha\-c \\ It 
nr:""l'd filithfull, fo r the Lord lTl private ho me s. place ... of 
bll~lI1r: .... , and on the qreet .... 11m ha .. been neces ... ary a .. II 
I~ almo"t IInpo~"ib1c to get the un~a\'ed Ilhide the ml"'~lOn . 
When talklllg \\l1h "'ome, tears run down their checks. 
SOIllr: confe .... they lay awake nights worrying abou t the hell 
wr: warn them to shun. but they w1l1 nOl surrender. It i .. 

I", V(; II t:1UTMa~ Sl \1'lfR-t'\ 1 I 19% 

dallllr:d thr:rc had not been a .. oul "avcd here In tv.enl) 
~e"r .. until we came hac, so 11 ~ecms qUlle natural that 11 
\\ IIlt.lke a ~car or two to grub out the weed .. of .. keptlcl'll1 
and unbelief La .. t v.mter v.e tned for a fev. week .. an'lng 
long before da) break to .. pend from one to three hour" III 

prayer 

The letter to the District read, 
"We regret that "e have very little 

results to reporl." 
L)dia Pear-sall 

before the place!>. of bu ... lI1e .. s adJolllmg u ... wcre opened, but 
I broke down wa ... on the \'crge of ner\ou .. pro ... trallon ... IIn tll 
\I ,eemed at time .. my mmd would givc Wtl} under the pre'· 
.. ure. Thc Lord hilS given u .. frcedom lI1 giving Ollt hI .. word 
whr.::n therc wa .. anyone here to hear II. 

"The fir .. t ..even months we qood cntirel y alone. thcn 
there came Ihe family from Lo' Angeles wh ich have stood 
by u .. faithfully. They arc our congregation 111 the mi ..... ion. 
about all we hil\'e 10 preach to: but they have been brought 
do .. er to thc Lord, Shc had becn hidmg a si n for over two 
ycars but confc,,"'ed and came through shout mg. and no\\ so 
hungry for her bapllsm. lIer family all say they enjoy the 
["plritualj food here. If you care to writc to them and a"k 
them any quc .. tl ons concernll1g liS. write to Mrs. T. M. 
Ro land , Nevada Clly. 

"A young bride \Va ... convcned in her home and died a 
month later. A woman at the cou nt y house cI;:lImed 10 get 
rcda lillcd. but wc wcre not permitted to go back there and 
hold meeting .. a" the managr:r I " a Catholic. An old dntn"-. · 
cn gamblcr "eem" to have al"o been wonderfully conven ed. 
One woman who attends the M. E. church comes 111 to have 
private talb fo r her spiritual food as "he say" thl" I" the o nly 
placc "hc rece l\"l.~" he lp. 

"One family which we mentioned before have pronllSed 
to for ... ake the ir dish one .. t bu",lness and are plan111ng in a re w 
days to nad up theIr WIndow ... and Icave town 10 gct away 
from the temptati ons which are down1l1g him. She was out 
a few 111 glm ago praying, c ry lllg and seeking vcry earne!>.t· 
Iy. and behe\'c \\ hen thc) for ... ake thei r c \'ll ways that thc} 
w1l1 make good eame ... t Chril,\lan .... 

"Another family whIch we hav e been praylll g for 
for mo nth s ca me 10 mc c tlll g a week ago Su nda y night 
fo r th e first time. We arc ga ining th e ir confidcn ce 
and friendshIp and ex pec t to see them convert ed 
If we tarry here . nlc ir children who never went to Sunday 
"chool before arc our 1110 ... t raithful e nthusiastic Sunday 
school ,cholars. 

"A woman which we havc been working with for 
mo nth" IS getting melted up and we expect to see her can· 
\'encd very sho nl) though .. he has not yet come to the meet· 
Ing. Some of the hard "keptic business men which scemed 
to look do\\n on u, \\lth disdalll are meltin g up 111 a won· 
derful way and becoming our best friends. One in panicu· 
lar IS a backslider and almost an infidel. but he don't seem 
like the same man he was when we came here, He is almost 
pcrsuadcd to believe again and said his sainted mother 



alway" \\,lIlh:d hill) to bl.' a prcachl.'r. HI.' ha" been a I;I\\~cr 
and Judge hut no\\ an editor, 

··n God rl.'\\ Mlh nn!.' for ~lU.:cc"". \\c fe,lr (lUI' \\ III be a 
\cl") "light rc\\ard, hut If for fallhfulnc ....... 11 "L'cm" \\C n\'cd 
not be dl\l:ouraged WI.' arl.' !!.lllllng the confldcn.:!.." of Ilun~ 
peoplc. ,1Ild are \\ IllIng to r.:ontlilUI.' hac longcr a" \\1.' don't 
fcel \\e can "hake the lIu"l from our fel.'t yet Our \\ dllng· 
ne ... ~ to ... 1<1) here I" bcC<IU"e \\ I.' know God Jed u" hl.'n.' and 
hc ha" not ~ ct "aid to lIcpan. We arc \\ al1l1lg on him to 
kno\\ \\hal he would have u ... 10 do. An) adVIce or ... uggc ... · 
110n" from Ihl.' r.:olln!;!! will be appre!;laleO 

If you "ee I'll to on.laln u~ \\ III II be nl.'ce"'''Jr) for U'" to 
come 10 La" Angelc ... ·' It ~ecm ... almo ... t Impo ...... lble to conk' 
\'dlh our 1I1\<llIlIl.:hllll. amI a!...o woulll be hard on u" flnan· 
ctally <I ... our Income." \cry light. and wc have rece.\-ed Ie ...... 
than fort) dollar ... aitogethl.' r from the peop le here. but we 
arc not "uffenng 

"If God fe\\llrds one for success, 
"e fear ours 

\,ill he a \Cf) slight fe\\~Ird; 
but if fOf faithfulness, 

it ..,eem.., 
\\ e need not be discouraged." 

L)dia Pear-.all 

··There ." one Pcnteco ... I<l1 family III Gras~ VailI.') (four 
Imle" frolll here) but the) arc getting mn:ed up \\ Ith lhe 
Sah'alion Am)) Ye ... terda) they ... pent the da) \\l1h u" and 
wa" here for meeting and "eemed greatly re\l\cd We ,11"0 
had an ex horter frOtlllhc Gr,I"'" Valley M E. church here \\ Ith 
w. la ... t c\el11ng, 1111.' Lord helped me in a wonderful way 10 

"Some (of the men in to\\nl 
afe ..,oftened 

and oiher.., threaten 
I J..a.u·· ... I life. but he ha.., no fe~lr:' 

hdia )'(;.I1· ... all 

IhL' m~Clmg hI.' ';Ild. "You ... ure eln prea<.:h.· But 1 told hun 
I had Occn onl) a na ... hful huh: gullhal !;l.'uld hardl~ g..:1 up 
.lIld rC~l1e III ... ~h{lnl He \\J ... vel") Illlh.:h ... tIITt:d ;lnd .... lId ht: 
\\;\ ... Cl1mln~ nack In hl.'ar more. ,md Ihl'll g'i\L' \Ir Pt:;lr ... ,,1I 
fi ft ~ (enl\ 

"\.Ir, PL'ar ... all I'" e"'pcclilll~ nJc"'ed III hrill!!lIlj! Iht: rnt·' 
"';lg" to th" un ..... 'etl. nut 'h 111' ... (l hJrd tu gl'llhem m"lde 
Ihe 1111 ...... 1011 IlL' 1,lke ... frequent tnlh J{l\\ n to thl' hrid~c \\ Ill're 
a t:ompan~ of men arc u ... uall) gathL'red together. and then 
he pour ... the \\ ord out lIpon them The) ... ,lId no prl';tdll.'r or 
any (lilt: ncr C<lllle and t<llked IIkc that 10 them !x'hITL'. 
Some arc ... oftened and olher ... threaten hi ... hfL' hut hL' ha ... IlO 
fear, 

":\t ddlerent tllllL'''' thL' Lord ha .... nlJmfc\lcti h .... Iwailn!! 
power III our IWlllc ,\ fL"\\ dJ.)'" ago \lr Pear ... all ... pr;lIl1l.'d 
hi ... ankk prell)' nad It p .. llned hlln • .lIld wa ... naJI~ "'\\{llkn 
herore !!lllng to bcd. "'0 \\e anolllted It \\lIh pra)l'T ,11ll1 tht: 
1lL'\1 IlltlrTllllg thl'rc \\<1 ... 110 "'Ign of thl' tmunle 

'We would apprcL'latc a \1 ... 11 Ir{11ll an) {lilC III tht' klltl\\ 
... hlp uf thL' r.:oullcd \\ illl .... pa ...... lng thl ... \\ a~ 

··We \\ til bnng our ktter 10 a cio ... c hll(llllg hI hC;lr Iwm 
you "'("l(ln 

I{l";ulrl'o h; .. U1~ ~dd'I'undlll1r"rm"li"n 011 """I.. and I ,d,,, l'UI'odll ~n: 
a'ked 10 ,hut 'I "'Ih II,,· \",em"I0 .... or (;od \ rd", 1'0, I~~ ~ 1\0"",,11.·. 
"'llrinJ(fidd, \I",ouri Ii~S02. ,t 

PHOTOS FROM OUR READERS 
I·:I~IUI· ~hlrinn I.edheller of ·1\11,:j·, lIell:lire "s~ernbl~ of <:od 
donalI'd Ihi:.pholo 10 Ihe "rchhc~ (he i:. ,ealed in IIU' back ro" of 
Ihe choir Oil Ihe ri~hl). ' I he chun:h is Ihe old Oak Cliff \ssl·lllbl~. 
D;llIus, v.tm~t' "a\lur ":1' C;lrl \lcnrn. Se:lll"d fill Ihe Ilhllfnrm 

hehind Ihl' "ulpil. frum Ih e lefl ;Ire Frtd ':ilill~ : ( ;cllt' ral 
Superinlendenl E. S. WiIli;IIII': (':jrl \1tnrn : unl..no" n: Ch,lrlt·, P. 
Rohisun: and \ lilWn SUlllnlO:r:.. The I" 0 men under lilt allcntllillu' 
l)!Inrd lire I{oberr L. \1cCulclwn :llId I ,orl.-n U. SI;I;II\. 



TiME FRAME 

1976-20 Years Ago 
liOn time nie .. ! II seems onl) a fen )C~lrS ago that ,\C 
"cre being bombarded \,jlh the Bicentennial theme, 
telling u'lthat the United Statc.\ "as 200 ),ears old. It's 
hard 10 helieve, bUllhat \\a ... 20 years ago. No\\ Heritage 
nllnl\ to take its rcader'; b;:ICk to the year Jimmy Carter 
\\a .. elected Prc~idcnt , C. M. Ward "3'" still Revimllime 
wellker, and T. F. Zimmerman \\as still general super
intendent of the A .. <,cmb lics of God. Here we ' ll look at 
"01111.' of the c\Cnt ... a ... recorded in the Pe"tecostal 
Hmflgei for the lalter part of 1976. We hope you'll rec
oJ,:llil.c names, faces, and events. - Editor 

P<t\tor H.clircs Arter 50 Years in S~lmc Church 
E. M Yc;lt, believe ... In pUlllIlg down hi .. roots. Aflcr 

pa\IOnng tht.: Magnoha Park A'o ... cmbly In lIou<,ton, Texa<" 
..,Ince 1926, Brother Yeah retired. The church scheduled 
September 10-14 ali it time to honor the ir long-time pa.,tor. 

Evangelists ScmilHir to Begin December 15 
"Walk Worth)" will be the theme of the 9th annual 

E\<lngdl<;t<; Seminar to be held 1Il Springfield. Missoun. 
Decemher 15-17. C. W Dcnton. sccretary for Spiri tual 
Llfc-Evangcll<;llI. t<; coordlllat ing the e\ent. li e 1<' assisted 
by Rohcrt Abbol1, national cvangellsm field repre<,entath·e. 

Wl\ls Announce Plans for New I\-'Iagazine 
The A<,~embllc~ of God Board of Publication has given 

approval for the Women's MIllIstrics to introduce Woman's 
TOllcll. a magallne to replace WM S/lI1It. The first is<,ue is 
scheduled for September-October 1977. WM !\ecretary 
Eh'a lIoovcr will edit the magal.lne. 

CPII Bids Farewell to Last Linotype 
At one time the Go<;pcl Pub1i~hing HOllse owned five 

LlIlotype m;lch lfles to settypc for the many publ ications pro
duccd Ifl Spnngfield. In July the last of the Linotypc~ was 
moved out to make room for more modem lype~el1ing equip
ment. Thc end of the Linotype era brought mixed emotions 
to typcsetlers who had used the machines for many years. 

Northeast Receives Valley Forge Property 
Nonhea<,t Bible Coll ege ts on the move. The college 

has recel\ed a grant for the former Valley Forge Army 
Il o"'pllal in Phoclllx\llle. Pennsylvania. and will change its 
name to Valley Forge Christian Col lege. O. L. Hamlp. Sr .. 
prc~idcnt of the school. announced that the school will 
move by Januar) 1. 1977. from its present location in Green 
Lane, Penns) hania, to the new campllS. 

Thomas Tn-1Sk Succeeds Bond Bowman 
Arter pastoring the congregation of Detroit's 

Brightmoor Tabemacle for 43 years, Bond Bowman has 
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nll'~e 11~I~tnr~ retired in 1976 frOll1 their (hur(hc~ after sen in).: a 
l"omiJined 93 )ClIrs. On the left i!> E. \I. Ye~lI!> \\ho pa~t()red 
UHu~ton'!> \la).:nolia Park Asscmhl) for 50 )ear'i: lind Bond HI)\\m:UI 
rl"lired after '>l'n ing Detroit'~ BriJ.:htmoor T<lbermu::ll" fur .1] ~ear~. 

retired. New pastor of the church is Thomas E. Trask. 
former Michigan district superintendent. Under the leader
ship of Bowman. Brightll100r Tabernacle grew from 100 to 
1.400 member.., with an average Sunday school attendance 
of nearly I. I 00. 

General Presbyters Elect J. Foy Johnson 
J. Foy Johnson, superin tendent of the Peninsular 

Florida District. was elected to the Executive Presbytery of 
the Assemblies of God in the August meeting of the General 
Presbytery. li e will fill the unexpired tenn lert by the death 
of Edgar W. Bet han y last October. 

11 th Pentecostal World Conference 
For 5 day.., beginning September 28. Pentecostal s from 

more than 80 countries gathered in London for the 11th 
Pentecosta l World Conference. Persons who have attended 
pre\ious Pentecostal World Conferences said this was 
undoubtedly the best yet. More than 10,000 gathered for 
the final serv ice at historic Roya l Albert Hall. 

OBITUARIES 

Paul Edmond Chas(agncr. 40. an Assemblies of God 
missionary to Upper Volta. West Africa (now Burkina 
Faso) died 011 July 4 as the result of an automobile accident. 
He was bam in the country to missionary paren ts. Emile 
and Minnie Chastagner. He is survived by his wife Of reid a: 
four children, Randall. Paula, Frederic. and Edmund: his 
mother: and two brothers. 

E. B. Crump. 80.who served the Nonh Texas District 
as secretary-treasurer for 29 years, died on July 26. He had 
also served as a general presbyter for many years. His pas
torates. all in Texas, were in Electra, Breckenridge. Fort 
Worth, Austin, Newcastle. and Wichita Fall s. He is survived 
by his Wife Inez, and two daughters, Mrs. Herbert Corpany 
and Maxine Ireland. 



Donald G. Foote. 67. fOnller ~11!.;hlgan official and 
general pre"b) ter. dIed on July 17 He \\a~ "ecrclary-lrea
surer of the old Centml Ol\tnct for:! year- and of the 
t-hchlgan Di\trict for.5 year\ He \\a\ the finance \ccretal') 
of the 01\ I\ion of ForeIgn t-h\\IOll\. 1954-59. and \\a\ man
ager of Fa-Ho-Lo Park. the \llchlgan Ol\tnct camp. 

Angeline Tucker. 61. an A\\emblte.' of God mlv"lonal') 
to Africa for mon: than .~O year ... died on Augu...t 31 ;"lr, 
Tucker wa\ the widow of J. \V Tuder. \\ ho was ktlled by 
rebels during the Congo upmlllg III 1964 She \\ role the 
story of his manyrdom III her book. He Is ill Hi'm·l'/l. \\ hlCh 
later wa., made Into a movie tilled "The) Han,: O\t·n.:om~·· 

Jose C:l\~ll.OS. 65. Harlingen. Te\a\. died on June :!:! . 
He was a member of the Gulf Lallll American District and 
served as an a ... si.,lant .,upcrintcndent. He pa ... tored In Texa .... 
New Me.x ico, and IndIana. He IS sur\"\ved by hi'" wIfe 
Mattlda and 10 childre n. SIX of whom arc As ... cmblics of 
God mml .,tcr, or marned to A ...... emblte ... mllliqers. 

Ken 1l:'lg"eli. founder and dm:ctor of CincinnatI Teen 
Challenge. died May 8. as a re ... ult of a beating he rece Ived 
In 1974 at the hands ofba!\ebal l baHncldlllg youth .... For:!5 
months he lay seml-con-.cIOUS and almost lotally paralyzed 
He is sur\lved by his wife JOO). A month after hiS death. 
ground was broken for the Kenneth L Bagwell. Jr_. Hom(! 
for Boys al Milford. Ohio. HI S young widow sa id the hom(! 
"was .,omethlllg Ken and I had always talked about. And 
today it's reality_" ..... 

CORRECTION 
Several readers <.;potted a glaring error 1Il the ~pri ng is<.;ue of 
Heritage . On page 28. whew we fcalllred a new book b) 
John T. McPh(!rson, we ml<.;takenly published a photograph 
of James and Beulah Pepper and identified them as John and 
Naomi McPherson. We apologize for the mixup. Both 
Chief McPherson and Chief Peppe r are deceased. James 

Chier John T. !\IcPherson 

Ken lIal:" ell. ril:ht. rounder and dirfl:lor or the ('incinnati I~en 

ChaUenJ.:e. died in \la) 1976 a~ a r('~ult of a beatinl! he hOld \urr~rtd 
2 ~ear\ earlier. " lie "as a M)ul "inner." someOlle "rote on thl' had. .. 
or this phOlograph. COlirttS)' of Cmcinnutl Tun Clilli/mgt 

Pe pJX!r was a pa<.;tor and c\angell',t. hI.., \\ idO\\ 1I\·e .. In 
Sidney. Montana . Mrs. McPhcr-on h\es III Sacramento. 
Callforllla. Fo r n!,ldcr" \\ ho mi"s(!d the book n.'"\.e\\. Chlt.'"r 
McPh(!rson's book • ., tllkd Chit,}: AI\" Star\" It. s ,I\adable 
from the co-wri ter Phil Taylor. Carbondale A ..... embl) 01 
God. 2135 We .... t 5 1.,t Street. Tulsa. OK 74107· 7 177. Co..,t I'" 
$10. and procc(!ds from tbe boo\... will go to Mr~ 

Mc Pherson Editor 

Chief J:uncs Pepper and his nifc Beulah 

AJ(; II ERITAGE. SUM,\IER- .... \I.L t996 17 





J. Robert Ashcroft 
A Man of Prayer and Faith 

H e wa!-o a man of the SPlnt. il man 
of the Word. and especlall) a 

man of prayer. Ina 199~lntervle\\.J. 
Roberl A!-ohcroft ... trl' ... sed. "Pra)er I .. 
not what you !-oil) when you're on 
),our knees or \\ hen you're 1Il church. 
Prayer I ... the way you Inc:' He COI1-
11Ilucd' "Your life I" prayer. And If tI 
I"n't prayer. what you say doesn't 
make any dIfference anyway.": 
A ... hcroft's cmpha"l~ on praycr \'.·a~ 
mo lded by the Jive!-o of his parents and 
became a guiding force \\ hich earned 
him all through It fe. 

Jame!-o Robert A!-ohcro ft was born of 
Scotch- Irish parenls on December 18. 
19 11. in Phi ladelphia. Pennsyl\"ania. 
H IS father. John J. A~hcroft. had 
imm lgraled from Non hern Ireland a<; 
a yout h and then became a boarder III 
the Bai rd household III Ph iladelphia_ 
Later he married one of the Bain.! 
daugh ters. El izabet h . 

Soon afte r th e couplc married. 
Jo hn J . Ashc roft wa~ se rio usly 
burned in a gasoltne explos io n . He 
\\a ... not ex pected to live. bu t God 
Inte rve ned Ihroug h p rayer. A nd as 
a resu h o f th is expe rie nce he 

" Prayer is not what you say 
when you ' re on )'our knees 
or when you're in church. 
Prayer is the \\ay you live," 

J. Robert Ashcroft 

dedicated hi s life to the Lord and to 
full-time C hri stian service. Giv ing 
his tesl imony of being healed of seri
ous thi rd degree burn!-o. he traveled 
Ihroughout the ea<., tcm part of the 
Unllcd States as an iUnerallI evange
li st. Be fore thi s time they had a ttend
ed a Wesleyan Methodist C hurch in 

8) Glenn Gohr 

PhiladelphIa They \\l're aln:,ld~ "..-",. 
tlfYlng ami rt.!IUlung beltc\cr, and 
had taken part III many all-11Ight 
prayer mcctin!! ....... 0 II was only IMtur
al after Juhn' ... healing. for thelll to 
hcglll a""OI.·I;lIl1l~ with Pl'nll'cl' ... t.lb " ... 
tht') ... tarted on the C\;1ngclt ... IH.: fit'll! 

in an IllIen le\\ Belt) Cha ... e con· 
duetcd In 19H5, J Robert A .. hnoft 
remembered gypsying around <I .. a 
.. mall child, tr;\\"r.:!lIlg \ ... ·lIh hi .. parenl .. 
from Rh(xk 1 ... land to Florida and 
other place .... III c\",mgch"uc worl..· In 
another 1I11er\ le\\. A .. hcrofl ... ald. "I 
realized Ihat I belonged to a nOllladlc 
fa1Tllly. We h\"cd where we had our 
hat at the timc." In lighl of these <:on
~Iant moves. he ;1l1cnded ... ollle 25 to 
30 schools ca<.,1 of Ihe MI"SIS.,IPPI dur
ing his formatt\c years. The mode 
of tran .. ponation \\"a~ an open 
Chevrolet touring car which had oil-
cloth ... igns tacked to the ... ide ... <l nd 
back of the cal" \\·!lh word ... !-ouch a ... 
"Where Will You Spend Etcrnily')" 
"Are You Saved')" and "Jc ... u ... h 
Coming Soon ... · 

The Ashcroft fanu]y held meetIngs 
III storefrolHs and on streel corner ... 
and other <,mall places. T he) held 
meeti ng!-o anytIme and anywherc. The 
fa m ily was musica l as ".:ell John J. 
A<ihcroft p layed the trumpet. 
Eltzabelh A ... hcroft played piano for 
the service ... and conducted children .... 
services. J. Robert Ashcroft learned 
10 play the piano. trumpet. trombone 
and cornet. He also led !-Ol nglllg as a 
young man. For a short time the 
As hcroft s used their musical ta lents 
and worked wllh Aimee Semple 
McPher<;on on the east coast before 
she moved to California. 

In 1924. the Ashcroft evange list ic 

parl~ hd\1 <t ClJllP Ilk'ctlllg In 
\1ar~ land \\hcr~ onl' of tht'lr Uln\Cn ... 
\\,h 17-)l'ar-oltl Ihwl' IlallH1llHllL 
After ol'lllg ... a\cd ,\lid h,lptlll'd III thc 
Ilol~ SPlrll .11 Ih;11 mcl'ung .... hl' be!!an 
\\ llI1l'''''''II1~ hI hl'r tcadll'r, and d'I''''
matc... Shc \\enl 011 III Ocr.:ol11e .1 

(P. C.) ", elson ... in"tilled 
in him the ide.1 tlwt " if 
the 'itudcnt "eren ' t 
there, there \\Ould be 
no college. You (m m t I 
treat them \\ ilh dignit) 
and importa nce." 

well-!...IlO\\1l c\angelt" and promOler 
of thc "Deeper Life" leach1ll~' 

With thl'" b.ldground, carl) III hfe 
J Robert .-\ ... herofl fl!lt a call to mlll~ 
1 ... 11) and began holdlllg. c\ an!,!elt ... tlc 
meeting ... on hI .. own \\hlle ... 1111 a 
tcenagl'r. ;-\1 a!,!e 20. he W,I'" onlaliled 
a ... an c\",ltlgeh ... t .11 Marllll ... hurg. \\'l''''' 
Virginia. h) the Potomac DI ... tnct of 
the A ...... emhlte ... of GOll on Odlli1cr 5. 
19~:! Begnllllllg III 19D. he ... crwd 
hI'" flr ... 1 pa<.tor.Hl' al Cahar) 
Tabernacle In ChIC<l!,!O, when: he 
<;tayed until 19~~. There he mt.::! <lnd 
married Gracc Pauline Larson on 
Septemher 18. 19.15. 

They became parl!nt ... of Ihree ... on .... 
J Robert "Bob" Jr .. John D .. and C 
We!-ole) A ... hcrofl. The) al ... o unoffi
Ciall y adoptr.:d a daughter. Joy M 
Coll lll~. who IS a bU"'lTle,,,,W()lllan In 
C hIcago. Joy· ... fa lher \\<1 ... an lI~he r al 
the A<,hcrofh' wedding. 

Willie pa'>\o n ng In ChIcago. 
A<;hcroft also laugh t part-lime under 
P. C. Nelson al G real La !...e, BIble 
In stltlHe til Z Io n. Ill niOl', from about 
1938-1940. In Ihese fo rmatl \-'c ycar !-o 



Eight-)CiIr'Old J. Rohert \\ith hb mother F.1i7.ahelh 
lIaird \~hl'r(lrt nn "il"w Year'.'>l>a) 1919. 

The back of this photo-pOSII;ard S3)'S. "Camp:ligning for JeSII", John J A .. heron:
J. Robert's brother Sam dates lhe photo as 192"'·25. Old·lime car enthusiOists "ill 
recognirc the dislincthc radiator as II Buick. 

c lVANGE~ [DtLEGt;.~ 
O~TH£ 

ASSfMBLIfS ()j: GOD 

Three of the Ill'~ I-kTlo" n leaders in ,hsemblics of God hi ... tory pause for prayer 
lit the former O'Reilly C;cllt'ral IInspillll, Sprin,efield. Missouri, in 1954. From 
the lefl. J. Robert Ashcroft, Ralph M. Ri~gs. and Thomas F. Zimmerman. 

The Springfidd ne,, ~pa per headline tells the .'>lOry of F.\'3n,::cI Colle,::e obt.linin,:: 
the runner O'Rt-ill) Gcncral Hospital property, St:lndi ng around General 
SUllcrintendcl1t R:llllh ~1. Rig):S are J. Ros\\cli Flo\\er, nert Webb, J. Robert 
Aslu:rort, Cll)le I.c\\i~, and Thtlnm~ F. Zimmerman. 

E\ angel College ')resident J. Rober' ,hhtrofl and hi~ "ift, 
Gruel' on till" 10th t\lIni\crMlr~ of his l)re~idenQ, 196K 



of h i'" mml ... try, A ... hc roft "hared, "It 
\\ a~ a major Influence on my life to 
come u nder thc mfluence of P C 
Nel~on, He wa ... IHeraf) and elo, 
que nt and lea rned, and had a deep 
devoti o n to Chri"t and to Chn ... uan 
ed ucat lon :'L Nclson a b o m...t ll kd 
In 111 m the idca that " If the ... tudcnt 
weren ' t thcre. there wou ld be no 
coll ege. You [mu ~ t l t rl.'at 
them with dignity and Importance." 
T hl ... hclpcd A~hcrort In hi~ later) car" 
a~ an ed ucator and college adm1ll .... · 
trator 

From 19-W-19.:l-8. A .. hcroft and h ... 
WI fe pa ~(Qrcd Ihe Hart fo rd GO" I:lC1 
Tabe rnacl e In Wc~t Hartford, 
Connec ticut. Whde In I lan ford. he 
e arn ed a B.S. deg ree from 
Connec ticu t Sta te Teacher'" College 
and an M A from Ncw Yor~ 

Universi ty. He also completed doc· 
to ral rcs idcnc) at New Yor~ 
UIlI \o"c rMty. 

I n 1948 A~hc roft"s mlll l.., try too~ a 
d ifferent dIrection. as he movcd hi ... 

family to Springfi eld. Mi ssouri. and 
jOined th e staff o f Ce ntra l BIble 
In<; titll te. lie taug ht relig iOUS educa
tion and eventually became dI rector 
o f I\ ~ C hnsti an Educati o n 
Department , From then on. 1>O""'cc
ondary educat ion became hi ... \OC<I
tion and focus of milll stry. Ovc r the 
ne xt 4 112 decades he beca me a great 
infl uence in higher educati on III the 
Asse mb lie ... of God. eventuall y .. erv
in g a ... president o f four Asse mb lies o f 
God schools. 

Whde at CBI he taught such cour<;
es as general psyc ho logy. log iC, 
ho mil e tics. and pa~ to ra l theo logy. 
A ~hcroft a l ... o partic ipated III a fli ght 
tra illl ng school which ran for a ..,hort 
time at CBI dunng the late 1940 .... lie 
had the pri vilege of be ing the chair
man of the comminee on a viation . 
T he sc hool had fi ve airplanes and a 
pro feSSIO nal ins tru clOr, In fac \, 
A .. hcro fl learned how to fly alo ng 
wi th <;ome of the others. And he con
ti nued pllotll1g for seve ral years. e ven 
whIle .. en ·ing as president of Evange l 
Co llege 111 later years'" 

Du ring hi S tenure on the facult y at 
CB I he also was on the staff o f the 
Christ'S A mbassadors De partmen t at 
the Gospe l Pub li shing Hou .. c. 

t n !> t ruct i n ~ duri n): ('hri\ t ian " o rJ... er , 
Ira inin)! in 1966, J. Robe rt blu:r ll fi hohb 
the allenlion of hi , da.i.~ "ilh bl:lckbo;lrd 
illu!> tra lions. 

Although he (;ontlllul.'d tcachmg at 
CBI. III 19:B he \\as nallll.'d natIOnal 
secretary o f Ihe nc\\ Iy-cr~ated 
Ed ucation Depa rtment of the 
A .... embhc ... of God whcrc he had 
o\'crstgh t of all of the dcnomi nat ion'" 
hig her educaltonallll ... tll ti ll on ... 

It wa.. while he "en'ed .1'> 

Ed ucation Secrc tary that the 
Assemb lie .. o f God con"tituency rec
ogni zed the net.::d for a liberal an " col· 
lege so that the denom inatIon' .. ) oung 
people cou ld be educatcd III the arl\ 
and "clences through Ihe avenue of 
Christ ian hi gher educat ion. rathe r 
than through secu lar mean .. , A reso-

A tone time he sen'ed 
as president of both 
Evangel COllege and 
Centra l Dible College. 

lution to th i<; effect was passed at 
the 1953 Genc ral Council " A'Ihcrofl 
was a membe r of the Gene ral Council 
Commil1ec on Education which had 
presented tim resol ution, and he later 
... e rved as c hairman of the comml1lee 
whic h draftcd the first cOIl',titution 
and by laws for what became Evangel 
Co llege,t' He wa ... named 10 Ihe fi f'>! 
board o f dIrec tor ... for the school and 
conti nued to ... c rve on the board untt! 
his reu rement In 197 ... . · 

Ashc roft. al ong wll h Bert Webb 
and Ralph M. Rlgg<;, worked on the 
task of locating a SUIt abl e location for 
the col lege, To this end , Ashcroft vis-

IIl"d a numncr 01 ,\ ' Id\\c"'l.'m ':IIICS 

.lI1d cnrrc"pondeJ \\ Ith .t nUllil"ocr (II 

Cham~r, of C(\IllTlll'n:c In the 
llle.l1ltllnl.'. ()"Rctll~ General 
IhhpH.tI. III Spnn!!ftclJ . .:In .. cd 1"

dllor" , and the General Sl'n Il'e" 
.\timlnl"tratloll malk till' pnlpl·rt~ 
a\'lIlal1ll.' hlr the purp{hC" 01 "he,llth, 
eJut:atllln. llr \~elf<lrl.' "LI Tnl' pll'':l' 
01 rcal e"t;ill.' l'"\adly 111 thl' ':(ltCria 
that ""hl,.·wlt and thl.' hlul';lIlnn 
COmmll1l'c \~ere Il~l.l~ing fl.r 

In 19:'i'" tht.' "HC \\ ,1\ llltt.'fl'd tu the 
,\""emoile" lIt" Glxi at a \Cry ](l\\ 

prKc, .lI1d the oudum,!!" and tllmlC( 

.. rll1~ barra.:!.." made a "lllt,IOle Ocglll 
nmg for h"ngl'l Colle!!l' \\hl.:h 
olX'ned It... dmlr" thl.' flllhm Ill!!. ) ear 
Kl aude Kendrll':~ bcGllllC the "I,.·hml)'" 
flr"t pre"ldcnt 

In an dfort to r.t-tll.'r .. dnlllll"trJte 
the two na\lonal "(hlll)l,, 111 

Spnngheld, lrom IY:'i~·6."\ ,""h.:wll 
""" pre",ucnt of ooth ('ent!".,1 Blbk 
iTl"tltutC .. ml han.!!el Cnllegl.' III" 
IIhlllgurat lon too~ pla.:e III an lI11pre,,· 
"HC ceremon) on thl.' (;lTllI)ll" II I 

1"'.\"a ngc1 Collcge nn Sepll'l1lncr .... 
195H. 

T ht! 19.'W yt!arbo()~ hlr (\'ntral 
BioiI.' in"tllute tle"cnhcd thl' ,,(hllO)''' 
nc\\ pre"idl.'nt as " ... man of \\.trmth 
ilnd fnt.::ndlt ne,,":· .. h prl)(ll 01 hi" 
pcr"onablc ne" .... the ~t.::arl"l()(,ll.. further 
e,dillllleJ that "'liS otfl.:e '" .. I\\a~" 
ope n to "lUden t" \~ ho iln! clK'ouraged 
to coml' III and that ahout their proh
le m" or pre ... ent ... ome "ugge"tlOm 
whll.: h wou lJ hc tler the ,.:hoo l " .. \m.! 
tht! ~\lIdent leaves "~no\~ Ing that he 
has bee n heard and th.11 1m Idea" \~ 111 
be gl\·l.' n carefu l con' ldl.'ra1l01l h~ 

Rc\ A"hnoft" 

B er.:au,,1.' of d iffcrc ncc" III pll1lo"o· 
phle" between thc Slhic ,chool 

concept and the view" of thc !theral 
art , educator", 111 1 96~ II \V a" decldcd 
to ... cparate the adm llll "trat lon of the 
"c hao].., once aga1l1 A ... hcroft wa ... 
lin lied to become full· tllllC pre ... ldent 
o f Evangel College. Af"tl.' r pr.,)c rl·ul 
conSide ration and fecilllg hllmcl f that 
th l" was the Lord 's Will , he accepted 
lie cont1l1ued as prcs ldcnt o f E\angd 
fo r the next II years. In a IeHer to the 
CB l board . A .. hcro ft wrOlc that 1\ 

would not be easy to sever hI S o ffiCial 
connect ion with "our be loved CB I 
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wlm;h I will have served for fifteen 
years."'1 

A ... hcroft's contnbullons to 
Evangel College cannot be overesti
mated. He served on the board o f 
dlrcctor~ <It the ... chool's Illception and 
continued on the board for the next 
20 years. li e was president from 
1958 to 1974. During hi .. tenure. the 
school received accreditation. erected 
seven bulidll1gs. and saw Ih enroll 
ment triple He onginated the Idea of 
formll1g the Counct! of Evangel 
College to hdp nllsc fund ... and 
launched the first Is\ue of Vi.fioll. the 
of rictal sc.:hool publication. in May 
195X. lie also developed the Evange l 
Collegl.! sl.!al which was inspired by 
the Ilarvard Ul11vl.!rsity seal. The 
word ··venta .... appears along with a 
Blhk and a cro\s. And these arc 
only it few of the many accomplish
ment\ he made for the school dunng 
hi ... term of office Ihere. 

In 1967, Southern California 
Co lh.:ge honorcd Ashcroft during Ih 
cOlllmcneement exercise.~ by award
ing him the degree of Doctor of 
Humane Lcller\ for his outstanding 
COl1tnblitlon~ !!l the field of Ch ri stian 
ll1gher ed ucation 111 the Assemblies of 
God. t) 

7..cna' Bickel. academic dean dur
Ing A,hcroft's administration at 
Evange l College. recalls hiS deep 
interest 111 the student body. 
"(Ashcroft I h<ld a sincere dedi cation 
to Ihe institution and a complete 
devotion !O ideals and goals." Bicket 
later se rved a~ academic dean with 
A~hcroft at Bcre<lll College (now 
Berean Untversity). and in a 1987 
Interview he declared. "He's a people 
person, vcry sensillve to the loads 
that people carry."~~ No doubt it was 
Ashcroft's continu ous application of 
prayer which he lped !O make him 
sensitive to others. 

During a break in his full -time 
mini stry in education, Ashcroft min 
istered for awhile as an evangelist 
and the n pa .. tored Chri stian Center. 
an English-speaking congregation in 
Bru!o.scls. Belgium from 1976- 1978 .~< 

He later served as president of Valley 
Forge Christian College ( 1982-84) 
and Berean College (1985-89). He 
was listed in Who 5 Who ill Americall 
Edllcafioll. 
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Thl' Ashcrofts "ith their three sons, Westey. Rohert. lmd J ohn, 

J. Ruhert A~ht:l"Oft \isiting with his 
brother S<lm. 

An Ashcroft fam ily gat hering in 1990. 

General Superintendent G. Raymond Carlson, right. 
prays for Missouri (;o\"('rnor J ohn Ashcroft at th~ 
1989 General Council, while J ohn 's falher J . Robert 
agrees in prayer. J ohll is now a U, S. Sl'nator. 



~s 
Long as 

he sought 

the Lord, 

God made 

him to 

prosper 

n CHRON 26:5 

J R ASHCROFT 

On October 21. 1986. after 51 
~ears of marnage, his beloved Grace 
passed a\\<I) He later married Mabel 
Stewart. \\ hom he had \..no\\'11 In hl~ 
youth <lnd \\.:Hh whom Ihe A<.;hcrofts 
had maull<lIIlCd contact throughout 
the ) ears. Raben and Mabel \"cre 
Jl1<lTTied on No\"cmber II. 1987 In Iht! 
GO\'ernor'~ ~Iansion in Jefferson 
City. )\1I"\01Irl. dUrtng the time 
Ashcroft'!'> son John was scr\'lIlg as 
Missouri Governor. ' 

After retiring from the prc .... ldcllC) 
of Berean College 111 1989, A .... hcrofl 
ministered In Ihe capacity of presI
dent emerillls and continued III acllve 
mini!>lry. 

Always a man with a pas\ion for 
God and the work of the Holy 

Spirit. Ashcroft began to sech: nc\\ 
dimensions 111 prayer. One resull was 
a book he publl\hed in 1990 called. 
The Body of ChriS{, in which he 
addresses a heart-felt vision abOtll the 
work of the Iloly Spirit. He earnestly 
believed the power of the Hoi) SPlnt 
would be m(llllfe:-.ted to ih fulle"t 
(beyond hi!'torical precedents) when 
spiritual leaders of all denominations 
within a community '\mitc in pmyer:' 
The last 3 yems of his life he concen
trated on mobilizing this belief. And 
out of this burden wa~ born a 
Thursday prayer group and momhly 
11lterfaith prayer meeting of area min
!ster~ III Springfield. He also con
ducted prayer seminars across the 
nation and in other countries. 

During this same period. whcn the 
Decade of Harvest was launched. he 
was named \0 the National Harvest 
Task Force. where he remained active 
unlil his death. Beginning in 1991. 
he was appointed chairman of the 
National Prayer Committee where he 
actively built and coordinated a large 
prayer mimstry withm the 
Assemblies of God.:7 

In 1991. Ashcroft weathered the 
pain of losing hiS son. Wes. who died 
in a car accident. Shortly after this he 
suffered a hean attack that destroyed 
60 percent of his heart's functiOl1. : ~ 

Still his faith triumphed, and he con
tinued to direct prayer serlllnars 
across the nation. 

Long active in c ivic affa ir:;, he 
served the Springfield communi ty on 

a varrety of board". mduding the 
Umted Way. Sprrngfidd f!OU\1ng 
Authont). Cox rvledical Center". the 
American Cancer SOCIety. and Real 
LIfe Chlldn.'n's Ranch. lie belonged 
10 the t-.l!\sourr Academy of SquIre" 
and \\as pil',t pre\idclll of the 
Spnngfield Rotary Club. 

;\ prolific \\mer. :\sheroft 
authored numerol!\ bool-;s lIlelud!ng. 
The Sl'qlll'I1l'e of fhl' SIIJ'l'lIwlllral. 
m/\".\ of Understandil1g God \" Hi-mi. 
and Tilt' Bod\" o[Chri.lt. I-k also con
trrbuted articles 10 many church pub
licalron~, and \\ rott: scores of Pl)(.'IllS. 

A~ a counselor to mall). he 
lOuched th!.! Im.:s of hurtIng people of 
all denom!na!!OllS. rac!.!\, erect!"" and 
~tat\ls. In evcry way he \\a~ a true 
Chnstmll "talesman and a man or 
prayer \\ ho exernpllfied Ihe allnbutes 
of the Lord Jesus Christ 

A shcroft was imll1en,cl) proud of 
his ,on John's elecl10n as onc of 

Mis"ouf1', U.S. Senators. and there 
was no qllCq!On whether or not he 
would allend hIS son's lIlauguratlOn 
The Lord wlllrng. he would be there . 
Although he was serrously III at the 
time. with recurnng hean trouble, as 
the day :Ipproaciled for 1m son to lake 
office. Ashcroft wId a friend. "I'ln 
hanging on by a thread. but J'tl1 gomg 
to sce John takc the oath of office." 

Just before the s\\caring-rn cere
mony ilt Wa~hington. D.C.. Ashcroft 
gently urged his son 10 ma\..c a dif
ference in the Senate through humil
ity and exhibiting the SP11"!t of 
Chnst: "You have to understand 
Ihat your focus should be on spmt .. 
He further counseled and prayed 
wllh hiS ~on by uSlIlg an <l11:lIog) . 
··John. you under.'.>tand that the \pH
it of man i~ symboliLed here !n the 
spirit of Washington. \Va~h\l1gton 1\ 

characterized by power and b) arro
gance. Heaven is characterized by 
humility.'· 11 John recalls, "He ver) 
directly admonished me to cmbrace 
the Spirit of Chris!." ]) With thIS In 

mind, A~hcroft knelt and anOInted his 
son with oil. and "tears nowed freely 
as God' s presence fi lIed t he room."'" 
It seemed that as his tife wa~ coming 
to a c lose. he was passing the mal11le 
of C hristian service 10 the next gener-
a tio n. 

Comi llll /:// OIl p(Jge 49 
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Years of Ministry' 
Two Institutions Began Spanish-speaking Training in 1926 

Ali.:c: Luce, Pounder of UBI of C"Hrorni~ 

Latin American Bible 
Institute of California 
14209 E. Lomitas Ave., La Puente, CA 91746 
(8 18) 968-1328 

Simon Mclclldrcs,Jr. 
Pru idcn t 

When fonner fTll"''''IOJ\,II), Alice I.uct! "it\\< the great nrcd to c\"angcli/c 
Spalll\h· ... ]:k!ilklllg people. <;hc <.,c t about dOlllg ,or11t!lhillg about 11. The 

rc .. ult in 1926 Wil'; the founding of it 'iChool in San ]).cgo, what is now [.alill 

Americ an Bible lm lllUlc of Cali fomi a in La Puente. In 1935 the ,>choollllovcd (0 
Mc<;a. California; later to Belvedere 1I1111e Los Angeles area; and then III 1949 to 
I.a Puentc. 

Allee Luee wa .. born III Cheltenham. England. in 1873, lhe daugh ter of an 
Anghcan vicar. She was educated al Cheltenham La(hes' College and taler stud
ied nursing and theology. Desiring to <>efve on a fore ign field, she became ,I lIIi'\+ 
.,ionary 10 India in 1896. Around 19 10 she was baptii'ed in the Holy Spirit and 
later served v.llh a missionary group in Vancouver, Bri ti sh Columbia. It wa.s here 
that she felt a call to Mexico, but because of the Mexican Revol ution. she ..... ent 
to Texas where she me t missionaries Henry and Sun shi ne Ball The three shared 
the same burde n- reachi ng the Span ish-speaking popul ation with the gospel. 

That 's when the idea for a Bible institute was birthed . The gifted Luce 
became secretary of the school and wrote mOst o f the course material-which 
was al so used by the San Antonio school and other Lati n inqitutions. As Luce 
began 10 search for fac ulty members. she Invited Ralph Wi lliams as superilllen
den t and instructor. Williams later became a well-k nown missionary to Spanish 
... peaking countries. As for Luce. she is regarded today a.s an imponanl figure in 
carly Asse mbhes o f God mission .. and education. 

110" Iluny of Ihi ~ t956 LAB! choir do you recogn i :t~ ? Thty ar~ singing at Fr~$no, Cali fornia. 



A graduating class at LAB! when t he Texas scholll was in Saspamco. Eugenia (Brown) Carr;uco··bter a missionary to Chi1<,.··i5 second (rO!n t he right in 
the (ront row. Readers able to identify others are invited to write tn the editor. 

Jose Pere]. 
Outgoing President 

Henry C. Ball, founder of the LABI 
San Antonio, Texas 

Latin American 
Bible Institute 
10822 FM 1560, San Antonio, TX 78254 
(210) 688·3101 

Founded under the: ministry of Henry C. 8nll in 1926. ,\ fe\\ 

weeks after the Snn Diego school hegan. the Latlll American 

James Pbh, PT .. sident 

Bible InstittJle nl~o has trained Spanish-spenking minl~ler, ror 70 year~. 
Henry Clcophas Ball wa~ born in Brooklyn. Iowa. in 1896. but he W,h reiln.:d 

in Ricardo. Texas. by his widowed mOtheT. A llllssionary to Venczul'la inspired 
Ball to begin a minim) to the Mexiciln~ li\ing in Ru;ardo. "Il!" inabillt} to "pca].. 
Spanish did not <kter hi~ missionary IlIlpulse:' Gary B. r-.1cGer \\rOtc. '"Thmugh 
inviting people to his !'enice!' and n:latlllg his te"llll1()ny In Spalmh. Ball ,ttl\\ I} 
began 10 master the language. Evelltually he wa:>. able til preat:h In Sp,!llIsh aud give 
invitations at the end of the services for people to rH.;c..:pt Christ. Such was the 
beginning of n lifelong ministry to Hispunic~ thut would take him from Te;o.:a" to 
Central and South America and the West Indies"" 

AflCr Ball was baptized in Ihe Holy Spirit. Arch P. Collins and E. N Rlchcy 
ordained him to the Assemblies of Gud IIllnistry. [Ie later began his widely 
acclaimcd Spallish publishing minislry. 1I0W knowll as Life Publishers. S(!Clllg Ihe 
need to train Spanish-speaking ministers, Ball founded the Latin American Bible 
Institute. in San Antonio. Aftcr moves 10 Saspnillco and Yslcta (ncar El Paso). 
Texas. the school was returned to San Antonio in 1981. Herilllge learned at pres."") 
time Ihat President Jose Perez resigned effective October 11, 1996. to accept a pas
torate at Pharr. Texas. Vice President James Plata is the new president. 

"Assemblies DfGDd Heritage, summa 1985, p. ]2. A video interview with] lenry and SlIru hinc Ball is 
available frolll t he Assemblies of God Archives. 
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Have Recreatiollal Vehicle alld Tools alld Willilll: to Travel 

MAPS Volunteers 
Criss-cross the Country 

Working for the 
Kingdom 

Thl ' I' a 'tory of a remarkable mln
I~try that h<l~ created opportU1l1-

tICS for thousamk Volul1teer~ receive 
no ~il l ane', hut Iht.! n;wards art.! many. 
No rl'gu lar perb COme wllh theIr 
cmploYl11t.!l1t pill:kage, but the benefits 
an: numcrou~ Few will ever have 
theIr n;1tlll,:~ and photographs In the 
Pl'llIl'('O.I/(I1 F\'(lI1gl'l, but they are lay-
11lg up treilsure~ III heaven through 
the]r glfh of helps. 

You'vc probably 'palled mem
ber .. of thl" growing and actIve team 
trave ltng dow n your lIlterslates or on 
Iht.! hack. roa(!.. of Amt.!rica In the ir 
rccreatlOnal vt.!hlcles- RV for short. 
If the occupants look as if they might 
he retIred and arc wearing red vests. 
you can almost mark]1 down that Ihey 
arc mt.!mbers of tht.! Assemblies of 
God 1)1\'1"lOn of Home M]ssions 
RVers, a part of Mls .. ion America 
Placcment Service (MAPS). You 
might even have .. e rved on onl:: of 
theIr l}]'oJects. 

Thcse arc nOi your typical retirees 
enj oying life III a self-conta Ined RV
al thoug h they take time OUI for fun 
100. They have a mission, and they 
arc ei ther on the way 10 a ch urch
related constnlc tion project or coming 
home from one. 

The As~cmblics of God has 
enlisted unpaid volunteers si nce its 
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By Wayne Warner 

ongln 1tl 1914 "Liv1I1g by faith," the 
old-tImers called II. But not until 

" It all st~lrted with 
Douglas Blue's MAPS 
appointment in 1968." 

MAPS got into high gear was the 
denomination's vol untee r ministry so 
well organIzed and efflc ient. 

Back in the 1960s when Ihe 
Spiritual Life-Evangeli sm (S LE) 
Commiss ion was estab liShing pol icy 
and mission- after being authori zed 
at Ihe 1963 General Council- the 
acronym MAPS came into existence. 
Mobilization and Placement Service 
(MA PS) had no connection with road 
atlases, even though it would certain
ly put thousands of peop le on the road 
(and in the air) in its effort to channel 
volunteers into short-term ministry at 
home and abroad. 

From th e beginning, the MAPS 
mis:.ion has been a service organ iza
tion, working through the Divisions 
o f Foreign and Home Miss ions. 
Committee members know ledgeable 
concernIng positions available , 
sc reened laypeople for serVIce, 
match ing ski ll s wit h th e opportun i
ties. 

The first match came in 1968. 
That 's when Douglas Blue left hi s 

Charlotte, North Caro lina, home in 
1968 for Kinshasa . Congo (later 
renamed Zaire). where he helped 
build a new church. He rClll rned to 
the cou ntry for a second assignment 
in 197 1, supe rvi sing the construction 
of the J. W. Tucker Memorial Church. 
But that 's not all. Blue applied for 
Foreign Missions appoi ntment and 
has served with hi s wife Patricia in 
Zaire and Botswana . 

Others, like the Blues. started 
with MAPS in a short-term voluntee r 
mini stry and became full-time mis
sionaries. It all started with a MA PS 
appointment in 1968. 

About that same time the Port 
authority of Freeport, Grand Bahama 
Island , granted a 99-year property 
lease to mIssIonary Robert E. 
Ferguson , providing he construct a 
$40,000 Assemblies of God church 
within a year. 



I lIendH~on ami Jim Sherhn huu!!ing sheetrock 
a\ Latin Amcrk'''l flihlc In ~titutc, San Antunio. 

Aho,·e. Dan FO~lcr, an 83 }"e,lr-old finish carpenter. 

Below, a building progn"ll :It Alton, Ml<;..\ouri, in 
1993. On the scaffold arc Odcan Cleghorn and Dair 
!.i,·ingston; on the !Cround arC 1"1111 Simpson and Paul 
Perryman. 

• 

pitches in Oil 
I,uninated hemus. 

It takes many skills tu make a project run ~moothly. lIere a tractor opera!l)r ~upplie.~ mofing 
materials Ihe cas}' way" hiir the men on the roor u:.il on the shin)!:les. 

These men sel a beam in placc on the Southern California College chapel at Cos ta Mesa . 



It ..,ounded h~e a wonderfu l offer. 
but rergu ... on did nOI hJ\e 540.000. 
,md e\en If he did. there were no 
A~ ... el1lbhe" of God people on the 
1.., land to con ... trucl il buildi ng. That'", 
\\ ht"n MAPS accepted Iht" opportunity 
a .. their pilot project 

In December 1967 a group of vol
unteer" new to the 1"land. Ju .. t 78 nau
tICal mIle .. off the Florida COil"t. to 
1I .. ", ... t Fcrgu ... on and con .. trucllOn mi ... · 
"'l()nary Gordon Wedl'n lilY the foun
dat ion and partIClpale III wee~end 
nllnl ... tnc ... on the ... Iand That effort 
mel the deadline for con\1ructlon. and 
then h:rgu ... on and Weden 11lncrated 
to rill .. e the nceded S40.000. 

In June 1961:1. Fcrg u .. on and 
Weden were joined m Freeport by 
team ... of MAPS vo lunteer .. who com
pleted the beaut iful bulldmg on 
Sep tember 4 wel l ahead of the 
dead lllle .. ct by the local authontles. 
The ... econd ... tage of con ... tructLOn ":IW 
14 volun teer..,. each worki ng an aver
age of 2 week, on the project. 

Bluc· .. a" lgnment and the Grand 
Bahama projec t led to thou"and, of 
MAPS appointmenh. far more than 
carl y leader ... D V I lur .. t and Charle ... 
Denton cou ld have IInagllled In the 
turbulent 1960..,. 

Change, were lIlev llable during 
II .. nearly 3D-year hl\tory. but perhaps 
the mo ... t noticeable wa.., 111 199 1 when 
the MA PS home and fore ign opera
tion ..... eparated. The foreign opera
tion fo r MAPS wa .. pl aced under the 
umbre lla o f the Divi,>ion of Foreign 
M ", ... on<, a nd renamed Mi'>:.ions 
Ab road P laceme nt Se rv ice. The 
United State .. counte rpan became 
MI"'lom Amenca Placement Service 
and ope rate .. under the Divisio n of 
I lollll! MI" ... ion .... Both o f the group .. 

The LABI Gazebo Story 
Frnm ~ t arl to fin ish. these pholos sho\\ the 
IlroJ:rel>~ of a I'" j:;l/eho RVers bu ilt for stu
dents a t La tin American Bible Institute. Sa n 
Anlo l1 io: I . getting s lar tcd; 2. coffee brellk (or 
siesta?) ; 3. a proud grou p of RVers; -l . linished 
1l:llebo at night ; 5. sludrnts using the gazebo. 
Photol!raphs COU rlcl» of RVer Paul 
Il enderson. Spri n J: li e ld .1\ lis~ouri. 
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~cpt the MAPS acronym. 
Although operatlllg under ... epa

rate admllli .. tratLOn ... the two \IAPS 
cffort'i cooperate 10 a'ist:.ung nm""OIl
arie ... for bul1dlng and e\."angcll'im 
necd'i at home and ahroad. 

Another nlilJor addition to the 
.. tate ... ide operatIOn developed Imuany 

" If there \\ e re doubts 
about RVe rs \\illing to 
sacr ifi ce their vacation 
and retirement time to 
help concttruct a nd 
remodel churches, they 
nere soon swept aside." 

as a result of an Independen t Florida 
group of laymen who owned RVs. 
They would dnve to a bUIlding site. 
hook up their RV ... pull out the ir ham
mer<, and saw ... and go to work. All 
donated work. 

A brochure tclltng of the Florida 
volunteer.. came II1to Lamar 
Headley's hand'i 111 1986. Headley. 
... ecretary of MAPS at the time. talked 
with Charle ... Denton. the laic secre
tary of Sptrltua l Life Evangelism. 
And that's when MAPS made room 
fo r the minimy of RVers-one of the 
fa.., test g rowing min istries in the 
Assembl ie" of God. 

Bi ll S trick land. who was serv
III g as the MA PS fo re ign m iSS Io ns 
rep resen tative an 1986, ass umed 
le aders hip of the newly c reated RV 
win g of the U.S. co ns truc t io n 
efforts. Then III October 1987. Patrick 
Donadio accepted the invitat ion to 
head up U.S con ~truc tion and the RV 
TlUlltstry. At the time 16 RVers had 
... iglled up a .. volunteers. That same 
mont h the fir...! RV conven tion eon-

vened ill Com pIOn RIdge 
Campground. Bran .. on. \lI .... oun 

If there were doubt ... about RVer.., 
wlllmg to ... aaifice their \acatlon and 
rellrement time to help con ... tmct and 
remodel churehe.... they were ... oon 
swept a .. ide Growth ... lIlec 1987 ha ... 
becn nOlhmg short of phenomenal. 
From the 26 RVers signed up 9 year .. 
ago. thc lI..,t ha.. .. exploded to more 
than 1.600' The fir ... t gathenng III 

1987 ha ... grown to 18 regional con
vention .. plus the nauonal convention 
III Carllll\"lile. IlImoi .... every October. 

"II sllil baffles the !lund .. of many 
people:· Pat Donadio said. "ho" IIld,
vidual" who have earned retirement 
are willing to sacrifice thclr time, tal
elll'>. and finances to work on church
es and various projects. Totally free." 

To qualtfy. ,·olunteer ... mu .. t ha'·e 
an RV and be willing to work at lea ... t 
30 hour" of work per week on each 
project (unles ... they become sick on 
Ihe job). The volu nteer can serve 
from a week to 10 mon ths. Through 
its hl ... tory_ MAPS schedules have 
been nexible and are designed to fit 
the voluntecr's time schedule. 

Because the RV ministry depends 
strictly on vo lunteers, pan ic ipants 
agree not to take remunerat io n even if 
offered. TIle voluntee r provides his 
own tool\. health insu rance. travel 
expenses. food. and other personal 
need .... 

Joseph F ilancia. OHM MAPS 
field repre"e ntati ve and editor of the 
quancrl y news letter. is certain that 
o ne of the reasons fo r the phenomenal 
g rowth IS that the people have a mind 
(0 work (Nehemiah 4:6). "No mailer 
the s ize of a projecl. whet her large or 
small, our volunteers respond with 
sleeves rolled up and a determi nation 



to work for the glory of God:' 
Will the team .... e\'cr run out of 

work Not hardly_ Geanng up for the 
summer minIstry. Ihe Apnl-Junc 
New,:> publ1~hed 171 proJcct .... in the 
eighl regions-from ;\h11111. Florida. 
to Togiak. Ala .... ka: and from Mililani. 
Hav.'ail. to Caribou. Maine. 

And not all job .... arc In construc
tion for RVer..... The need .... mclude 
every conceivable trade from aircraft 
mechanic .... 10 .... ewing. from carpentry 
to plastenng. and from clectncal 
work 10 welding. 

Donadlo's publicll) proml .... es 
relirees that \'.-'hen they don the red 
vesl of an RVer, Ihey are guaranteed 
to experience a purposeful retirement. 
And iI's nO! all \'.-'ork. RVers can 
select winter assIgnment" Ln warmer 
cltmates. and northem locations 111 
warm months. A%ignmems provide 
plenty of opportunities for Chrislian 
fellowship. sight-seeing. group camp
mg. and. yes. potluck meals. 

Success stories arc plentIful since 
MAPS branched out to tap the RV 

potential. Dick and Bell y 
Grossnickle of Lawson , Missoun. 
told how uncertain they were of hav
ing a meanmgful retirement. But 
before they retired. they met a group 
of RVers in Texas. diligently at work 
building a c hurch. "We could sense 
they were enjoying thei r work," Dick 
wrote, "and immediately we decided 
Ihat someday we would be RV volun
leers 

Later, the Grossnickles read about 
Ihe nalional convention being held in 
Carlinville. Illinois. and SCI aside a 
week 10 allend. "It was the mosl 
exciting week of our ILves and beller 
Ihan any vacatIon we had e\-er had." 

Dil"k added_ "We had ncvcr "ccn "0 
many happy people 111 onc placc .. 

After rcming, the Gros\nkkle" 
did bccome R\'cf'; ami ha\'(~ I"x'en 
IIlvohed III two proJel.:ts. a l"omplete 
buddlllg ({lr a chun.:h In Cabool. 
MI\\oun. and a ne\\ additIon for a 
church 111 Jad.\onvtlk. Fhlnda 

"No maHer the si/c of a 
project. \\helher huge or 
small. our \olunleers 
respond "Hh slceles rolled 
and a determination to 
work for the glor) of God." 

-Joscph Filancia 

RVers III Texas also Introduced 
Paul and Ham el Henderson to the 
program. While traveling throug.h 
Texas l a~t year wllh theLr 51h wheeler. 
Ihe Henderson" gO! atqualilted with 
IWO other couples. also \\lIh 5th 
\ .. heeler\. DIScovering that their new 
fnends were MAPS RVer.... Iht: 
Henderson, wanted to kno\\ mor~ 

"You need to get acquainted WLlh JI111 
and Dorothy Harrel l. " Ihe RVers to ld 
Paul and Harriet. The Ht:ndt:rson~ 
and Harrells both allelld Central 
Assembly, Springfield, Mlssoun, but 
were no t acquainted until last year. 

After theIr inlroduction. Ihe 
Harrells signed Paul and Harriet to a 
project al Latlll American BIble 
Inslilul e in San AntOIlLO. Texa~. 
While Paul worked on Ihe constnLC
tion side of the project. Harrie t wt:nt 
to work 111 the school's library. 
Thrilled at the expe riences III Texas. 
the Hendersons are ready to take on a 
new MAPS project. 

And speaklllg of Ihe Harre ll s, 
they arc veteran RVers, ha\"lIlg given 

se\eml month" to four scparatc pro
Jech Thc MAPS office couldn"t a,k 
for morc enthused dnlm ocater" than 
JIm and Dorothy HarrelL They have 
\\ orked on projects at SouthwL'\tern 
.. \s\t:mbllc\ of God UI1l\cr"lIY. 
\\"a\ahachlL'. TC'''h. a camrground III 
Tcnnc\\ee, ilnd have madt: fOllr trip" 
10 Lalln American BLh1e In\llIutc 
I L.-\ B I). S.1n '-\nl\\1110_ 

"You meet \l11l1C 01 Ihe ~n.·atc .... t 
people 111 the world." J un Harrell \,Iid 
They havc ~een the LABl camptl\ 
take on a nt:\\ look 111 thclr fllllf \1\1" 

therc. \\L1h ;.\\ man) as 25 RVer ... 
hooked ur on the campu .... , Thc) ha\\: 
n.::furbl .. hed Ihe Gulf LIILll .. \menl."an 
DI .. trict'\ fLr ... 1 chun:h hmkllng.. \\ hlCh 
L\ no\\ on the campti": Ln\talled nl'\\ 
roofs on thc domutoric", paLnted the 
library: com.trucled a carport for thc 
prc\idcnt: and theLr blgg.e,,1 proJect. .1 

30'x I ~O· butldll1g wllh ;\ 4)' \ 65' 
\\ mg, \\hlCh hou .... c" the ~lUdent dor· 
milOne\ and w1l1 c\enlUally be h()me 
to the Gulf LatLn Amcru.:an DlStnt;t 
offlce. 

Jlln Harrell ~cned as proJclt 
director dunng Ihe laller parI of thclr 
projecl last \\1I1Ier. and you t;an ,en\e 
the pnde he hilS for onc of the .... mall
e"t proJccls on Ihe LABI campu .... 
"Wc buLlt a sludent g.a/cbo thaI I' 14' 
m diameter, It has ocnchc~. that .... tu
dents can mt: duri ng \()(;laIILmes. and 
a timer for thc ltgh"'."· Students usll1g 
the g<17_ebo and other prOjects apprecI 
ale what the men and women LI1 thc 
red vests have donc 10 Improve thclr 
campus, 

BIble schools- like LAB!. 
c hurches. dlstricls, schools. illld 
camps have saved Imllioll" of dollar\ 
because of the con ~lnlCtLon volun -

("o llt/IIIICII 1m I'IIKf' 1>(1 
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• 
Voice of the Assemblies of God f or 25 Years 

e M Ward ha<, not leaned mto Ihe 
microphone to deliver the "good 

new .... from Spnngfield since 1978. 
But to milhom., he i .. '>till the "'oice" 
of the A\ ... cmblu.!\ of God. ror :!5 
year .. , Ward \\<1\ the radio C\ .lngell",' 
on Rl'I'jl'ttlrllllc hcarl.l ·'acro.., .. the 
nation and arollnd the world" 

The "\oice" L\ ,tLlI gOIng .. trong at 
85 yr.:ap, of <Ige. and \tlil 1\ lIl\tillltl) 
rccognuabk.iI blend of Arthur 
Godfrey' ... one-on-one .. lyle ... , Paul 
Ilan'cy p.HI .. !!... JIltI Walter 
Winchclllan \Iaccato phra\mg 

When Ward and his \\lft.' DorOlhy 
returned 10 Springfield Iii"'! Chri\lma\ 
10 celebrate thr.:tr 65th wedding 
anmversary wit h clo ... c fncll(h. m;ltl) 
longtime 11 ... \t!llc l' \ who neve r .. itW hl1ll 
in person politely 1I11crruplcd conver
sation ... III rc .... taurant .. and ga ... stations 
to confi rm "aren't you C.M. Ward?!" 

C.M. Ward staned prem.:hing on the 
ABC radio network \\hen Godfrey's 
and Winchell 's heydays were III the 
home .,tretch and Paul Harvey's popu
larity wa" bccommg legendary In radio 

By Steve Grant 

history. The A~~emhlies \\;IIHe.'d tll 
reach the muhnude.~ \\ Ith ·'<111 the.' 
gospel." and ABC wa .. de~perat\.' for 
pa id radio programming m prim\.' tllnt' 
a., more liqener ... wer\.' con\"\.'rtlllg to 
Sunday rllght TV \\ atch\.'r ... 

During 25 le:lr., of 
Rel·imllime ministr) . 
C. :\1. Ward estimated 
he lo~ged at least 
a million miles n)in~ 
in and out of Springfield . 

The Canadian Pentcco .. tal turned 
U S.-Cltl/en \\-cli remcmbered the 
phone call 111 195.1 from SpnngfH..'ld 
Invitlng hllll to leil\e hi ... gnm IIlg 
Bakcr-Sicld. CallrOnlla. rongn..',gatlll11 
and hiS local radiO minlstr) to he 
speaker on a yet to be named 01 bud
geteo outreach on a roast-to-coa .. ! net· 
war": 'There were no miltenal II1duce-
ment,,_ Springfield (A/G headquaner ... j 
would pay me $150 il week no hou ... -
mg. no utllitles. no e .... pcnse .... I. too. 
was takmg a gIant ... tep of hllth \I~ 

pa ... Wf t:{llle<l!!ue ... felt .. orr~ lor Ille.'. 
... leppll1~ into the death IHHlr'" 01 

natwn<ll hroadGI~tlllg to nullu a m,IJl1r 
congregation ,.\11 ( kne\\ \\;h ~\lllle

tiling \\llhm m~ ~(lul ~,IlU \I \\.\~ 

TI!!ht .;II1U the \\ 111 of (ilxl" 

When he .lIld ))tlwth~ <lrn\l'd. Ihert' 
\\'h no eqUlpn'k:nl. [l{l ~tUUIO. nn ~t.llt 

Only a n.:ket) de~1- III ~omt' \\ arehml~e 
~p'lCe In the (olo) Gospel Puhh~hll1!! 
IIl1U~e.' JU~I ~ollih \)f Comnll'n:lal Street 

The RlTI\·lIl'lme hroadr.:a~1 onpll1;lt
eu from the chapel at Ce11lral Blhle 
College III It ... early year--. ... \ youthful 
r.:holr 01 eBC ... tudent~_ led hy fcllo\\ 
Canadian Cyril r-.1r.:Lcllan. pronoed 
the op\.'ll1ng and dO ... lng theme~ anu 
{;ongregatlonal "'lIlglll!! Ward had 
dc\"elope.'o R("I"imlril1u ..... \\or"ahlc for 
mat. complete \\ IIh hi ... Ir.lut'mark ules 
to II~tener~ 10 JOIn h1ll1 at ··the Inng, 
(ong altar. III the~t! 10 ~ccoml>.. i1~ 

hl\ call to ,alviI!lon went 0\11 o\\.'r the 
air RITiHtltime contllllll'd \\ IIh It ... 
~pht .. econd tlllll11g \\ hen the ne\\ 
A\\emhhc~' IIlh::matlllllal hl'adqu .. ner~ 
\\a ... hullt Oil Boon\l)l" III 1961. com-

T his SlOr) of C. ,I. \\ a rd " as pubJi~hcd in the April 1995 Spri" gfield! maj!alioe. Sprioj!l1e1d. 
~lis.-.ouri . and b repr;uted b} permb !>ion of Sprin~l1 e ld Communications. Ine .• holder (If the 

cop)ri~ht . C. 'I. Ward. lhe , oice of Rtrio·altimt for 25 }ears. died Jul) 12. 1996. in ' lode,W 
California. at Ihe age oflS7. Funeral !>en ice, " e re condueled Jul) 19 III Central "",cmll l). 
Spriogl1eld. 'lissouri. lIentagt featured Ward and hb Rtl"j)·aWmt min i.'> lr) in ilS " inter 19X'\-H-' 
issue. 

Since thb llflide lIppeared la!>1 )ear. Ihe IIrQadcObI 'Iinbtrie!> of the . \ s!>e mbti t'~ of God Illl!> 
changed the Red'·a/lime radio forlll a l to MasterPfall hm.led b~ J effer) IIra"nt'r. 

Author SteH· Grant !>1:Irled llllchorinJ.: nen !>cas ts on KY-J "hile ) lilI a l> ludenl :It E'anJ.:e1 
ColteJ.:e. lie grlldullted in 1976 :lnd n enl to \Iork full-time for Ihe 'HC-T" affiliate in 
Springfield. One of hi) aSSiJ.:nmenl..!. nas cl/lCring C. 'I. Ward '!> retirement from Rt~i" lIftilll t in 
December 19711. resulling in the only TV int ~ n ie" ll' llilahle of W:lrd 's 1111:11 broadclisi. Steve 
"as later he:lrd b) Re.'in/Wllle net"ork listeners a!> llll announcer for D:1n Hetler. lIi \ 'oice :lIId 
face :1150 J.:rcel Ibi(f)rs 10 lhe "!>selllblie ~ of God IICad(luarler~ as host on a 'ideo--Ililled introduc· 
tion to Go~pcll'uhli!> hinj! 1I0use. and Ihe ImrraWr for Ihe animated llIunll in Ihe tobby. 

V(i IIH<rI \G E. M \I \ ltl(-t \ 1.1. 1996 31 



plcll.! \\,Ith "radlO auditorium" ror local 
11"h!l1er" to watch thc broadcast. 
Acoll"tlcatly curvl.!d walt.. "urrounded 
Ihl.! "tage that sen'cd as the studiO ami 
deep carpets were Installed to add 
"quIet." 

Never olle or his 1.300 sermon>; ror 
Rl'I'iwlfrillll' was evcr repeated Never 
was there a gue"t "penker. Only once 
did hi" "censor" at ABC Radio <l,k ror 
a change. It wa" the title ror a mes~age 
deh"crcd 111 late Novembl.!r. 196.1-
called "The RockIng ChaIr." ABC 
RadiO felt it would be too clo"eiy asso
c iatl.!d with President John Kennedy 
and a llatlon sen'>ltized and deeply 
grieving over hi~ 'L~sas<;ination. 

De"pile Ihe Assemblies' sponsor
ship, Ward never pre<lched doctrine 
and ~eldom a"ked for money. But 
through the yea rs. Revim/rillle's rmth
rul mailed In millions or dollars in sup
pOrt or the broadcast and documenta
tion of dramatic lifechanging experi
ence:. as the fl.!sull of what they'd 
heard. 

With what can be deSCribed on ly as 
uncanny bur:-.ts or divinely-inspired 
intuition, Ward's on-air prayers would 
be directed toward a particular need of 
a li"l\::ner ... finaneial. spi ritual. c mo-
110nal or practical. 

WIth minutes ticking away in the 
broadea\[, Ward would articulate his 
co nce rn. lind later receive confirmJ
lion from listeners who hud been 

II was lime for a celebnllinn in December 1955 as Revivaltime had been on Ihe ABC Nc[\\ork 
for 2 years. From Ihe lefl, "elm Fulmer, pianist: Stanley Michael. promotions; C. T. Beem, 
uffi(e manager; Hartlett I~elerson, narr:llor; R. M. Ri~J:s. general superintendent ; C. i\1. 
Ward. speaker; E. M. CI;lrk. radio director; Cyril i\ lcLetlan, music direclor j and Lit 
Su udberj!; , sotoi ~t. 

healed of disease, found a job, or 
received an unexpected windfall. 

"le. M. Ward's] voice is ... 
a blend or Arthur Godfrcy 's 
onc-on-onc s tyles, Paul 
Harvcy pauscs, and Waltcr 
Winchcl1ian s taccato phrasing." 

Among them a leller from a man 
from Detroit who turn ed on lhe radi o 
to muffle the sound as he prepared 10 
fire lhe revolver he had lifted to his 

temple. RevivlIlrlllle was on and the 
suicida l listener heard the voice from 
Springfield almost shout, "S top! 
Taking your own life is not th e 
answer!" The mJn dropped the gun 
and later testified many times in 
church how he had been reached at the 
last second. 

Wllnl wilh tll"O key players durin~ IhcAOC Nelwork years. In the center is C. T. Beem , office 
maml~er; and nn Ihe dght is D. V. lIurst, rlldio dir~ctor. 

Ward also said he was always sur
prised by who was listening. One mail
bag contain ed a le tler from the queen 
and king of The Netherlands writing to 
say th ey tuned in over sho rtwave 
radio. The royal correspondence also 
detailed how after the queen mother 
died, her family and the palace staff 
put on white instead of black to mourn. 
because of CM. Ward's convincing 
sermons about heavenly lire after 
dealh. 

32 Me ItERlnGE, SUl\I!\·lER·":~LL 19!J6 

There arejust as many vivid memo
ri es about "bloopers." He recall ed the 
late "Bartlett Peterson was ex tremely 
serious in hi s role as my announcer. 
We orfered books over the air. One 
was on the subject of hell. Diffi cult to 
promote, you see! 

Well,just before I preached, Bartletl 
gave it all he had and boomed. " Hell !! 
Where is itT Our network engi neer 
could not contain him se lf and hit Ihe 
11001' laughing while we tried 10 go on 
with the broadcas!." Ward guffaws at 



p 
hlln,df when rctdllng hl~ (m n 
fa\'lml~ (lil-Jlf fau\ P;I\ thaI \\~nt out 
"(:(1<1,,1 to coa ... !. Hl' \\a .. promoting 
;\nolh~r book he h.10 wnHcn Anti afh.:r 
m\ltlllg 1" .. lencr ... to write for a copy hI 
~hare v.nh family and fncmJ ....... aid "put 
~omc In rc ... (rOOnh: when he meant n.'" 
h(lIllCS. He \ald. ·'The next \'('I;'k I heard 
from W rJlllo l'nglllecrs ... ;tYIng. Ihc~ 

had tried nearly e\e!) br.mu of tOIlet 

! I ...... UC anu wamet! COpl!.!'" of that book tt" 

A, a bo) growing up play IIlg hod. 
l!) In Canada. Charle ... \lor ... \! Ward had 
dream, of becommg a CBC sportsca\t
cr_ But hi' Pcnlcc()'..la l parenb re
(h rcctcd hi ... talcn!'. to the Intru\try He 
1carnl'd the raulo bll'"lIlCs'I, and the "'I a
tu ... II cou ld convey. while still host ing 
hi'" own prog ram hack in Bake r"fielJ 
But he alway ... shunned the ce lebrity 

"-':('\('1'" one of hi ~ 1.300 
se rmons for Rel'h'a/lim e 
\\~IS c\cr rcpeatcd . Nc\'c r 
W~IS therc a gucst speakcr." 

role that loyal Rel';m[t;ml' 1I'olene", 
wa nted to be'otow on hun, 

Visltor'o to Sp ringfield toun:d 
A'ose mbhes headq uarters. but aho 
wa nted to see where the Wards h\'t!d. 
The curious were c.h sappoilllcd. There 
was no star's estate. only a mode .. t 
white house on the corner of Frankhn 
and Turncr .. neat .. ord mary, But pre· 
c ious hnle tIme v.'as spent at home 
be tween broadca . ., ts, Ward was on the 
road or In thc air to greet. meet and 
nurmtcr at local A .. .,embhes churches 
arou nd the U.S that cosponsored 
Rel'imitime on local slations ... always 
bad. \11 Springfield by Friday night. 
neve r to IllI SS a broadca<'t. He looks 
bad, o n those days wi th modesty 
'There IS no d~bl thai the Assemblies 
profi led and grew under Rl'I'imitlllll' 
The broadcast was respected world· 
wide, and became a pattern fo r ot her 
gospe l broadca ~ lers. I was compl etely 
happy with my radi o pUlpit assignment 
and aspired 10 nothlll g more." 

Fe\,. If any m the Asse mblies of God 
fcl lov.;sh lp e \'e r enjoyed the freedom 
of license afforded to C.M . Ward. HI ~ 

\I1dcpendence was Ihe envy of every 
floor of the fabled "Blue Vatican" on 
Boonville, After Rev/I'a/time had been 

\ I) pk al Sunda, n i~hl broa dca~t ... ith \\ard at Ihe mi<"n1Ilhllnl". ha~'~I'd up h\ ("rit \h l tllan 
and the choir. Th{' I' ro~ram ... Oil> on the \ B(' Il('luork frOIll t ?~.' ·MI. In latl.'r \l'ar' Kn I' .l ltinll' 
"as t:lllcd :lIId , hipped to more than 600 \ t:uions around till' ' l u rid 

on the network JlI ,t a few wee k, a 
newly formed "radio commlttec" prc· 
.. ented the ... pcaker \\ Ith 27 page ... of 
ntles and regulat ion,. \\'ard ,,,ill he: 
de:ll\cred hi, only ult imatum the:n. 
IIlforming the committee that If they 
ath..'lllptcd to enforce: only one 01 the 
dictate,. R£'I"i\"(l/lime would Immedl' 
ately be runnlllg help \\-anted ad ... for a 
new ,peaker, The contractual ,upula· 
tion, quickly found their way UHO ;t 

10 .. 1 file, 

W:lrd 1I0t (!1I1~ ' ,)reached for Ke\ h alt im{' fur 
2S )ea r~. he aho mil1i~tered to ma l1~ corl ~re· 

~a tions a round Ihe u orld . Here he :Id tl rl.'\'.· 
e, the OF\I School or \1is.<.iolls in 197 1. 

T 

VG .... HIi()lJ:lI Director of ("()m tll\JII i(';lti f! n ~. 

Lee Shu Ill. ;11 thl" mil'nlphutlt, ,.\ n:l r ra tur. 

On the 25th anl1l\'er .. ary of the 
Rl,\·im/t;m(' hroadl:<l\t, \ \ ard hit! hi .. 
\\ orldwide aud lem:e goodhye: Thcre 
was not a dl) eye In the radio aud llori· 
lIIll at hcadquarter ... \\ hcn he ~ I~ned oft 
with a prayer of thank'g l\ mg that he 

Some of \\';:trd ' ~ regular 
lis tene rs included Ihe 
queen :lnd king of 
The Netherl:lnd ~. 

was le,l\'Ing Ihe audience larger than 
he'd found II . debt free. and \.,. !thout 
scanda l All who wcre tUlled 10 

remember hi ... I"mal words: "Let people 
say about me that 'he loved Jesus' I 
ask no greater tribute. And now, for the 
l a~ t tunc. 'II I ~ not by mi ght nor by 
power. but by my Sp irit: sallh the 
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Quote 
"I will always say it was 
a privilege to be a part 
of so great a ministry 
[Revivaltime ]." --c. M. ~lIrd 

' '> ilh :1 ha /l(hhake :111(1 be~ t \\i,hc\. ( \I , \\:I rd j ntrod uu:~ hi, \ Ul'cc\!>ur. IJ:m llet7cr. in 
Decem her 197H ·· 25 "':lr, after Ward jlrl' adu.'d hi , finl He."i l'{lIli",e lIle '~ :I ~e. Uct l.cr held the 
pn\i liull u nt il 1995 "hen the I'rul.:ram hecame \!usl r rPlafl . 

I.ort! .. 
Dan Bd.ll!f (heard {m KGBX ilntl 

KYT\, a .. a new" announ~cr 10 the 
earl) 1950 ... ) returned to Springfield 
from pa"tonng In Ohm to til~t: e M. 
\Vard', piau! at the nw.;rophonc the fo l
lOW ing Sunday. Dorothy and C.M 
Ward movcd bac!.. 10 thclr Oclo\cu 
CallfornlJ \\ here he diLl a ... Ilnt iI'" prc\ · 
idcnt o f one of the AJG\ we ... 1 (,:ml\' 
Sthlc college". :-':0\.\ both Ward ... art: 
had, III full-tnnc cvangch ... m and \\fll
Lng Of)!;)"',_ 

C. \t . and Dorothy Ward on their 50th 
\\ cddillJ,! anni\ ersar~ . 

Ward pred ict'> hI '> ~ l1cce~~or i ~ I1ke
ly to be the I:. '>t Rel'im/til11e ~pcaker 
(A fe w year~ ago. Betze r too l.. o n the 
pa'>tor..l tc of a fa~ t growIng A/G churc h 
In Fort Myer'>, Florida. He commutes 
reg u larl y by mr to Spr11lg fi e ld to 
record a month's worth of broadca~b 
Wit h a taped c ho ir and 11l-~ tudlO 
an nounce r.) Fo r e,·ery do ll a r 
Rt'I"IHlltll11e ~pcnds on ai r time, Ii <, ten
ers send In two dollars in support to 
keep It o n the air. But with 'lome res ig
na tIo n soundmg in 1¥ 'I vocal cords, 
Ward re lates how "the formal ha s bee n 
stre tched so muc h. and times ha ve 
changed . Revil'lIl,;",£' wi ll hu\'e nm its 
cour~e when Dan dec ide ,> 10 re tire 
from the broadca:.1. and Ihen II will be 
time for R('l'iva ll ime 10 relm."! too." 

With bene vo lence III the vo ice ..,0 
familiar to llullloll S, Ward Intonc~ it 
Will be up to the church c \ eCull ves to 
find the new ways with new !echnolo
gy to reach a new audience . Bu t "I will 
always ~ay it was a privi lege to be part 
o f so great a ministry." 



MILDRED WHITNEY 

A oman 
ithA 

Vision 
by Glenn Gohr 

Mildred Whitney 
writing in Braille. 

H ave ~Oll e\er wakhcu the "ell""
t in! flllgcn. of a bllIHJ pcr~OI1 

move rapidl) al:ro ..... a p;tgc of 1111) 

rai .. cd dot,') \\-hlle tht.: Jumble of dot ... 
111 braille Illil) mean nOlhlllg to a .. Ight

cd pcr .. on. lhL'~ .. pdl out cn~T) \\ord a 
blind pcr"oll C\ cr rcad .... Thc~ CllllllllU 

Ole.He to hun <lnd tell hun n1;ln~ Ihlll!,!" 
he othcr\n..,c \\ollid Ilt'\-cr I-.nO\\ Thl'~ 

arc a bl1TlIJ pcr"'(lll\, I1ft'lmc In the \\nt

len rag\..'. 
RCcO,!!lllllng that the I111m1 of our 

nation ,lOti tht' world arc pan lIt the 
GrL'.lI COIllIllI ..... mll of grtlUp .. 1(1 be 

;\Ii ldrcd Whitnc ~· ... 
li fe.long dream " as 
to make PcntccOShll 
litera tu re :I\ a ilahlc 
to the blind. 

rcached \\ llh the go .. pcl and \\ IHI ;lrc 
compe lled to corne 10 the \la .. h:r', 

banque t h;11I ( ... cc Lul..c 1421 I, the 

A\scmbhes of God. from as carl) a\ 
1949. has been n:athlng out 10 thl' 
blllld and \-I"uall, 1Il1p.ured Till' 
bcg mlll ngs of tillS Illllll~tr) t:<ln lx' 
traced to the lIlfluence and dedlCoIuon 
of Mddred Whllne) for whom Ihe 
A"~embhes of God Library for the 
Blllld IS named 

\Vhltney. iI hou~c\\ Iii: \\1111 youn~ 

c htld n.:n. often a\ked. " Lord. \\ hat can 
I do for Thee')" Tme. her hand.., Wl'fl' 

\eldom Idle. but ..,he longed for \ome 
\ pecia l avenue 01 "cn-ite throug.h 
wh ich ..,he mIght help other.., find 
Chri\t. T he an\wer came one Sunday. 
clearly and unnmlak"bly. a.., God bur
de ned her for the blllld. 

O n Oc tober 16. 1949. will ie "HIll!! 
in (he morm ng se n 'ice In the A,..,embl) 
o f God at East Jo rd an. MIchIgan. 
Whit ney fe lt God \pea j.; lng to her. 
The n sudden ly. fo r no appa rent rCil\On. 
\ he became blt nd She looked dov,,' !l at 
her Blblc and she could not ..,ee to read 
it !1 ImmedIately ..,he knew tim wa.., 
o nly a temporary to\S of SIght, for \he 
cla imed she heard the Holy Spirit sa) 
to her: "What If II we re lt ke tillS all the 
time, and you cou ld not rcad'!""-

A few years later. III an article for 
the Pentecostal £\'llllgel. \ he cxp la liled 
what happened nex t. " For an e ntire 
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hour lie tka l! with me ... llOwlllg me 
\\hal II \"(luld be lIJ...e If I cou ld not ... t:e 
10 read III ... preclOu", Word "J Her "'lght 
... (lOIl returned, but thaI moment of 
bllndne ..... gave her a \'I ... ion for n:<I,h· 
1Ilg. the hlllld and readlllg. dl .... lhled 
wlulh la ... lt.::d Ihe re~t o f her I1fe. 

That "nne Sunday (wh"h h;IPPClll'd 
10 he her hinhday) ,he read a ~1(Jr)' 111 

Ihe Gmpl'/ Glt'(lI1US whid cnnflnnl'd 
Ill'r c.lIl1lg to read (lui to Ihe blind.' 
The ... tory told ho\' G(Jd had led 
(,Iildy'" Carrington. a hou ... ewlfc Il\'Ing 
In Ihe I"ol.lthll].., of the Allegheny .... to 
tran ... cnbe Chri ... ttan litera ture Into 
hrallie If Mr .. Carrington could tran
"',nhe bradle, why couldn ' t ... he'? 
Mildred Whllney Illlllledlately wrote 
In Mr ... Carnngton. who an ... wered hy 
... end lllg a copy of the braille alphabel 
and other IIlformatlon to gel her ... Ian
ed III hnlllle wor\.... 

Wllh Ihl .. begmnlllg In October 
1949. Mildred Whitney· ... life-long 
dream W,!, to make Penteco ... tal litera· 
tun: avadahle to the bhnd. Anti today. 
largely through the effort ... of thi ... 
hml ... ew ife. the A ...... emblle ... of God hOI'" 
occome .. Icilder III publl ... hmg Sunday 
... chool literature and re lig ioll'. boo\... s. 
tracts. and Jnlde ... III hraille. 

With Ihl ... dream before her. 
Whitney endeavored to locate iI pub
I .... her of Pt.!nteco"'lal literature for the 
blind From the Libmry of Congre ... s 
,he nxclved a list of all the br'lIl1e 
Ilbrane ... and magazines be m}!: pub
h ... hed In thc U.S. at that tIme. Sht.! 
hoped to fmd a full gospe l war\... m 
whu.:h ... hc could panlClpate, bUI there 
were nonc. Next she wrOlc to the 
Go ... pcl Puhhshmg Homc to sec If 
there wa ... a bra ille llunI ... try III the 
A ...... emblle ... of God, but once agam. 
then.: was none. 

Although al this time ... he did not 
J.;nowa ... ingle blind person. she saw a 
real need She began leamlllg braille 
character ... ,lIld by August 1951 ... he had 
ma ... tered the an of wntlllg braille and 
wa .... bu ... y tran<>enbtng and produclIlg 
Pentecostal literature for the blind in 
her home. 

M tldred 
Whitney 

Margaret 
was born 

(Brown) 
a tWill on 
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..:d\\:Inl amt \lildrfd" hilnc) ill t958. The} 
\O(!re married Fehrulln 2X. 1930 111 

"'llrminJ:ton. \Iichi):llll . Ed\\ard \\as a 'Hit 
driller by trade hul sUPI>llrted his wife's 
minislr) 10 Ihe hlind. 

October 16. 1910 at Manon. Indiana .' 
(The other tWill dIed. ) She was the 
daughter of Chfford and Myrtle 
(Whiteman) Brown. Mildred lived 
with her family at Detroit. Michigan 
until she was 9 years old. The summer 
o f 1920. her family mo ved to Slic\.... 
O\...lahoma, an oil boom lown in the 
cent ral pall of thaI ... tale. It was a town 
with no law~. church. or school when 
the family arrived. Hcr father hauled 
... upplies III a wagon to the oil rigs for 
the 2 years Ihe famIly lived there. 

That fall a group of men pUI up a 2-
room schoolhouse so the children 
could get some educational training. 
Later that year a Presbyterian field 
nussionary ca me and held nightly 
meetings in one o f the school rooms. 
Although Mildred's family had not 
attended church in DetrOit. after seeing 
how wicked a lown cou ld be when 
God was left out. they decided to 
attend the meetings .~ 

During the services the Holy Spirit 

begun to lUg on ~1I1dred· ... hean and 
madc her reallle ... he needed Jc<"u, ..... 
her Sanor She talked to her mother, 
and the answcr ... he reccl\ed wa .... 
··You·re .. good girl You don't need to 
Ix: saved'· Howcver. on the next 
Sunday mornIng, she went to thc altar 
and ... urrendered her hcan to Chri ... t. 
That afternoon. her parent ... decided. 
"If Mildred neetled to be ... a\'ed. we 
... url!iy do." So that mght thc)' al~o 
found Chriq a ... Sa\lOr and Lord 1 Soon 
aftcr thl'" Mlldn::d staned a Bible "'Iud), 
group after \Chool and began cam'a ...... -
IIlg the town to tell other ... about Je ... u ... , 

After 2 years the fam il y mO\'t.!d 
back to Detroit, Michigan. and 
Mddn:d began attendlllg a Baptist 
ch urch where ... he bccame a youth 
leader, Then a friend, Ruth Whitney . 
IIlvited her to ... ernces at BrI£htmoor 
Tabernacle III Detroit. and she received 
the baptism of Ihe Ho ly SpIrit 
Becau~e of her Pentecostal experi
ence. Mildred ,\"'as forced 10 leave the 
Baptist c hurch and regularly began 
attending Brightmoor Tabernacle. S hc 
eve ntuall y married Edward Whitney. 
who was the brOlher of her friend. 
Ruth Edward William Whitney wa~ 
born at Watellown, lew York and wa ... 
a waler well driller by tracle. The 
Whitlleys were married on Fcbruary 
28. 1930, at Farmington. MIchigan. a 
... uburb of Detroit.~ 

After living in the Delroit area for 
IS years. they moved to East Jordan. 
Mic hI gan. near Charlevoix around 
1945. This IS where the Whltneys 
were h\lng wilen Mtldred felt the ca ll 
to begin Illllll stering to the blllld. At 
Ihc tIme Whllney began Ihl s mini st ry 
III 1949, she was close 10 -W years o ld. 
a housewIfe, and the mother of 8 
young children. The Whttncys al~o 

had o ne son who had died of leukemia 
at age 5 and another daughter who was 
born shonly after they staned in bmille 
work. Raising a family of 9 chIldren 
was no ea ... y task. yet after the many 
house ho ld tasks were completcd. 
Whitney spent every spare moment 
mastering and writing 11110 braille . 
Around 1950 the family moved again. 
Thi s lime to Watertown. Wisconsin. 
and the ministry continucd. 



In an artiete for the Pf.'1I1eeo.lral 
£I'tlllgel In 195.1. Mr-. Clarence 
Goudlc rcponcd on the untque 
mlluqry which Mr\ Whitne} had 
undcrtakt;"!n. "The Whnnq fam
Ily Itvc\ on a farm Ju\t four 
ml\t"!s out of \Vaterto\\ n The) 

After the many household 
tasks were completed, 
Whitney spent every spare 
moment mastering and \\ riting 
into braille. 

have three boys In grammar \chool and 
onc lmlc girl of preschool age. With 
Mr. Whitney l1\iIlg thc falmly car In his 
work, Mrs. Whltncy is withol1t tran\· 
porlalion facilities during Ihe day. 
Ordinanly onc would feci that it wa\ 
impossible to do any Chri-.uan \\'ork 
undcr such circurmlancc\, but with 
Mr~. Whitney Ihi,> IS nat Ihe case, for 
she dearly loyes Ihe Lord. and has 
found an avenue of ,>er\'icc ill which 
she lOa may help to '>pread the go\pel. 
Every spare moment. after the many 
household tasks are completed. has 
been put into diligent. tlrdess effort in 
the master and wriling into Braille."" 

The Whltneys devised their own 
type press. a<;<;embled theIr all n make
shift dr)'ing rack<;, and olher equIp
ment as needed. Whllney's husband 
was vitally intereSlcd in the work. and 
he kept all of the cquipment in work
ing order. Although in the beginning 
she did all o f the braille work herself. 
as each of the children became old 
enough, they accepted their t11other\, 

\islon for outreach. and al\o helped 
wuh producing and mailing matenab. 

Stlon reque\ts came from tht' 
Go\pel Publt\hillg House for cople\ of 
the lttcrature \Irs. Whitney was pro· 
dUClng A~ the reque\t~ Increased, ~he 
\",b unable to meet the tkmaml for her 
literature. So, on theIr \\t'ddlng 
arllll\'ersar: in 1954. Whttne)'~ hu~
band did not ··say It \\tth flower'." but 
rather \Itth a Bralll~ \\rtler 

With the aid of thl\ nell Bratlle 
\\ riter. Whlltlc) began produung The 
P('!/ll'COSW/ Digl'st. a monthly compi' 
lation of selected artl,:k~ !"wm the 
Pellll'co.\'wl E\,{/II.~d Cople~ of her 
bratl1e ll1atertilh were soon bemg sent 
all across the U.S. and Canada. \\Ith 
requc\!\ comlJlg from en~n a\ far alla~ 
as TaIwan 

Frank FInkenbinder, home mlSSton
ary to the bltnd. remembers ... orne of 
her earli est work with bradle publica· 
tion durtng the carl} 1950~. "As a 
young mall In my late teem. \\e 
reccI\'ed some of her fir-t publicatiOns 
of Sunday school quanerhe\ 1I1 bratik:. 
It was rather poor braille, I thought at 
the tltm:. Laler, when I learned hO\1 
<;he did II, I was am<lled al how <.;he 
managed to do 11. She ran brallk 
th rough on wa"htllg machine nnger\! 
Without thai <;tart we wouldn't hal'e 
gone anywhere til hraille tllltllS\ry III 

the A<.;scmbhc" of God ", 
FinkenbInder explaln<; that \he 

would make a m<l\ter bnllile COP}. 

punchlllg every dot by hand wilh a 
platen <.;1) Ius. Then ... he lacquered the 
back side of each sheel to harden the 

Thesc famil) 
members \\cre in 
;ltIendance at the 
June 14, 1996. 
dedication of Iht' 

l\.1ildred Whitne) 
Library for the 
Blind. Springfield. 
Missouri. 
Pholo hy :-'1chin 
Snyder 

page ... before \ending them through the 
ringer, Othen\ t',e the rat,ed bratlk 
lettt'r~ would gel cru ... hed In the 
pn:x:es\, \\'htlne) '\ hu<.;band made 
fTillne\ to hang up the laCtll1ercd "heet ... 
until the) were dl) 

I n 1955 the Whitney" mo\ed again. 
ThiS lune 10 Pelhlllkee. Wlscon ... tn, 

JU\t ()UI~H.Ic of \\-aukc,h.t Thts 1<'; 
where the bulk 01 \Itldrt'o Whltney'\ 
bralllt:: milll\lr) \1", conducted, both III 
her home Itl Pe\\ aukt'e and 1;t1cr at 
First As"emhl~ 111 Waukesha. 

In \.·OIlJUtlCtlon \\ Ith Whlme)'~ pro
dUl.:iltlll of 111(' p('I1If'("o\1al [)Ignl. the 
Home '11~\lOn' Department ill 
Spnngfteld. j>.ll~\ourt, heglnnlng III 
1958, made arrangemt'nt~ \1 lIh Ho\\e 

..• \\as anulLed at ho\\ she 
managed to do it. She nrn 
bnille through on \\ a~hing 
machine ringers!" 

-Frank Finkenbinder 

Press ill Watertown, Ma~\achusctts, to 
produce the Adull Stlldl'lIl QU(lrterl\' tn 
bnulle." The I-lome j>.1t'~ton\ 

Depanmenl appited for and rccel\-ed a 
frce maiitng pennlt. and Ihere wa~ no 
charge for Iho<;e recel\ Ing the quane r
ly. Ol'er tile next few )ear\. bul 
Walpok. TWIla Brown Edward\. and 
MaxlIlt.: Strobru.lge helped edll the 
quancriy wh.1e coordlnatlllg Ihe deaf 
and bltnd Tnltl l\tnes of the A~ ... emblte\ 
of God al the ltllernatlOnal hcadquM
t er~ m Spri ngfield, j>.l.,\Oun 

By 1960. the demand for bratlle 
matcrial<.; \\as so great that the 
Whitney fam Ily agaIn could not keep 
up with all the requests, Seeing a need 
and catching th e n sion for bltnd rmn· 
i\lry, sevcral member<; of Flr\l 
A'>sembly o f God in Waukesha. then 
began hclping 1\ ith the madmg and 
othe r acti vil1es. Somc members e\en 
leamed bradle to as<';lst tn lran<;cnblllg 
mate ri a 1<;. I' 

After workltlg wuh bnllile mllll\try 
on her own for 12 years, Whllncy 
received home missionary appoint
ment wHh the A\semblies of God On 
March 2 1. 1961.'~ It was ctllcfly 
through her mini .,try that the 
Asscmblies of God in the earl y 19605 
was providing the on ly Pentccosmllit-
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erature a'Vadabk In brad Ie. At that 
Ilmc brallic IIIt.:rature was being dis· 
tnbuted 10 45 states and 16 foreign 
counlnc.s. And gospd tapes were 
made available on loan to bltnd per
... on.... On Apnl 27. 1963. her hu ... -
hand. Edward. pas ... ed a\,,·ay. but 
Mildred ,",cpt on with the mnmtry 10 
which God had called her She moved 
to Wauke ... llil to be closer to her church 
and to better carry out the bratlJc Illln· 
ISlr}. 

By 19(rt. Ihe church .. he attended. 
I-trst A .. sembly III W<:lukc .. h<:l. \V<:lS pro
vidlllg a room to serve a .. an office for 
Whitney and her volunteer staff. At 
that time they mailed approxlm<:ltely 
600 piece ... of braille ltterature each 
month Youth from the church helped 
to gather and staple copies of The 
Pt'I11l'('o.Hld DiRt'sr. In addition 
Whitney was preparmg cop ies of The 
Primar" P/(pil. Tlte JI/nior PI/pil. and 
the Teen Sllidellt 111 braille. IX And late 
III 1965. C lovernook I-lome and School 
for Ihe BllIld began commercially pro· 
duclng the Adult Teaclter and Teell 
Sr/ldenl 

In 1968 Mr ... _ Whitney moved to 
Spnngfield. MI,>souri. to oversee the 
production of braille literature for the 
Home Mlsslon~ Department. At that 
time I larry Brolzman, Jr., wa~ coordi
nator fo r the deaf and blind mllli~tries. 
He helped Mildred Willtney to relocate 
111 Springfield and to :.tart the ltbrary 
for the blind. Soon an IBM Braille 
Typewnler and a Braillon Braille 
Copy Machine for book~ in bra ille 
were purchll~ed fo r the library.'¥ Usi ng 
the Bratllon Braillform Machine. the 
fir>:.t bratlle copIes of braille books. 
quarterlies, Ml ssionette and Roya l 
Ranger manuals were produced at the 
ltbrary for the blmd. 

In conju nct ion with the qum1e rlies 
and other materials being pub lished. 
Mrs . Whitney started a brai ll e lending 
ltbmry in her home. She was assisted 
by a number of :.tuden t!-. from Central 
Blblc College. They helped prepare 
and proofread the braille literature, 
some of whic h she still was producing 
in her home. Whit ney also taught 
many classes in braille for the students 
us ing the Braillewriter. At one time 
she had 27 .... tudent s coming at different 
interval s to leam about and assist III 
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Norm Whilne)' st>e;lking allhe dedic:llion of 
the !\liIdn::d WhilnC) Uhrar) for thc llIind , 
Sprill~fietd. Missouri, "hkh is named in 
memory or hb JIlolher. 

the braille production. The students 
received Christian serv ice credi t, the 
same a", Ihey would receive for other 
"'tudent mllllstries. > Soon afterwards. 
the bratlle ministry began receiv ing 
contributions from the Boys and G irl s 
Missionary Cmsade (BGMC). ~' This 
was the bcglllning of the Assemblies 
of God Library for the Blind. which 
has continued to be a vital outreach of 
the Division of Home Missions. 

In addition to 'I11e Pentecosral 
Digest. and the various Sunday sc hool 
quarterl ie~, Whitney was producing 
tracts, a Chri>:.tian workers course. and 
Bible reading guides which were sen t 
to commerc ial braillers to be mas:. pro
duced. Books suc h as Tlte Cross and 
rile Switchblade were also produced in 
braille. 

In 1969. Mildred Whitney was 
awarded a plaque in honor of her 20th 
ann ive rsUl), in ministry to the blind. 
That year she was also named a 
Citationist in the Lane Bryant 
Volunteer Awards compet ition. S he 
was recogniled for her outstanding 
contributi on as a braillist and tran 
scriber for the blind and was in line to 
receive one of two $5,000 award:. 
g iven annually \0 encourage volunteer 
work which benefits the Ameri can 
community.:; 

Afte r 8 years of serv ice 111 

Springfield. Missouri. Whitney moved 
back to her hometown of Waukesha. 
Wi sconsi n. and recei\-ed honorary 
home missionary status on Novembe r 
1. 1976." 

M eanwhile the MIIlI~trie .... to the 
Blind continued to expand_ In 

1982 material~ were developed to stan 
a Berean School of the Bible for the 
Blmd Also hymnals on tape, Sunday 
school material~. and other Item .... were 
made avatlable through the braille 
lending library of the Assemblies of 
God. All the braille matertals and 
taped materials continued to be made 
available to patrons free of charge. 

Begmrung in 1985. the mlllistry of 
the A~~emblies of God Library for the 
Bltnd was expanded due to new corn· 
putenzed braille production equipment 
made possible through gifts from the 
Boys and Girl~ Missionary Crusade 
and through Missionettes.·' 

By 1990 the Assemblie .... of God was 
operating the second largest denomi
national library for the blind. serving 
nearly 1,000. These people. several 
even in foreign countries, were receiv
ing such materials as the Pellleco.\·w/ 
Evallgel and the Radiant Adult Student 
qual1erly in braille or cassette and 
were taking Berean School of the 
Bible Course th rough braille. ~~ 

Although she was no longer in Ihe 
forefront, Mi ldred Whitney in !'emi 
retirement continued to prepare The 
Pellrecosra/ Digest in her Waukesha 
home until her death at the age of 83, 
on June 12. 1994.:6 Surv ivors includ
ed 9 children, 39 grandchildren. and 
63 grea t-grandchildren. 

Today the Whitney Library for the 
Blind (wh ich is named for its founder). 
is continuing under the superv ision of 
the Di vi$ion of Home Missions in 
Springfield. There is no charge for the 
blind to usc the serv ices of the 
Whitney Library for the Blind: howev· 
er. the actual cost o f printing and mai l
ing the quarterlies is about S5 per year 
for each person. The continuation of 
thiS ministry depends entirely upon 
contributi ons. 

In 1994. the Ministries of the Blind 
became a sepa rate area under the 
supe rv ision of the Inte rcultural 
Ministries Depanment of the Di vis ion 
of Home Missions. Paul Weingartner 
was named librarian. 

Since November 1995, the Mildred 
Whitney Library for the Blind has 
been located in new facili ties on the 
third noor of th e Ashcro ft Center 



adjacent to th~ A", .. emblies of God 
InternatlOnal Headquarter ... complex 111 

Springfield, MISSOUfl. 
And 011 JUIl~ 14. 1996. a dedicallon 

service was held for the new facilities. 
The dedication sen'lce was scheduled 
to coincide w11h the 2-year anniversar) 
of Mildred Whilney's homegolllg. 

Pau l Weingartner was amazed at the 
tum out for the dedlcation. Onglllally 
he imagined he would have a good 
response if 2 dozen people plus it cou
pIc members of the Whitney family 
showed up. Seven of the Whitney 
children came from various pam of 
the U.S. along with a host of other 
family member.., ·56 to be exact I 
With standing room only at the dedica
ti on, and with 200 or more who came 
for the open hou..,e aftemard .... the ded
icat ion was a wonderful tribute to 
Mildred Whitney. the \\om3n who 
started braille min istries In the 
Assemblies of God. 

At the dedication service. Norm 
Whitney, youngest son of Mildred 
Whitney. came from Seattle, 
Washington, to deli ver the keynote 
address. He shared personal insights 
into the life of his mother and the spe
cial calli ng she had to ministries fo r 
the bl ind. It was also mentioned that a 
granddaughter of Mrs. Whitney. Mary 
Lapo int. is a user o f the Whitney 
Li brary materials. 

Paut \Veinj,:(lrtner, represe nta th e fo r the 
nt ind 1Io linistries und er the Ohisi(JI} of n ome 
~li~ ions, s lleOiking Oil the Libr;lry dedication. 

n 

WE WOULD SEE JESUS· - iii 

Frank Finkenbinder, home missionar~ to the blind. reneels on ' Iitdred \\ hilne~ " ClJlllribu
lion 10 the ministr) at the dedication or the Libnlr~ in June. 

Another ~pccial guest was Frank 
Finkenbinder. natIOnally appoltlted 
home Ilmsionary to the blind, who 
remarked that II was nearly 50 years 
ago that h!.! rece l\'ed the first bnl1lle 
... Iudenl Sunda) school quarterly from 
Mrs. Whllncy. He said, "'i\li1dred was 

" The l\1iIdred Whitney 
Library for the Blind stanJs 
as a tribute to its founder, 
a woman who for 45 yea rs 
carried out a vision for Cod 's 
work among the blind 
a nd reading disabled:' 

an insp iration and encouragement to 
me In my work among the blind." 
General Superintendent Thomas 
Trask, abo presented a plaque to the 
Whitney Library For The Blind on 
behalf of the Missouri Rehabill1tlllon 
Se rvices for the Blind. 

U nde r the ,;upervlsion of Paul 
Weingartner. the Whitney Library 

For the Blind con tinues to produce the 
PCIlfCCOSW{ Digest (a monthly compi
lation of anicles from the Pefllecosral 
£\'lll1gel) and tran~la tes many Sunday 
school quarlerlies. song books, and 
Berean University cou rses into braille. 
It also loans hundreds of books in 
braille and on tape to the blind and 
read ing disabled. 

Wit h the move to its new location. 
the library has added a computer sys
tem for record keepi ng and fo r braille 

tran"cnhing. 1\)<,0 a TED 600 Braille 
Pnnter hi!" h!.!cn donal!.!d 10 hdp \\ Ith 
braille production Otht:r e4111pment 
allow" book ... to be optically scanned 
onto a computer, Iramlerrt:d 11lto a 
braille print1l1g sofl\\are program. and 
then printed double-si(led onto br.l1lle 
sheets. About three II II:!·, II-Hllh 
.. heel'> of bnllile are required 10 pnnt a 
page from an average Sib.' book. 

Current ly more than 1250 are on the 
library's maillllg lisl and o\'er 10.000 
pieces of mail arc "enl po~ttlge free 
each year. T he national department 
often rece1\es letter ... from blmd per
sons who arc grateful for the 
Pentecostal literature the) rec!.!I\'e 111 
braille. Following arc some excerpts' 

""J want 10 thank you from my he.II' 
for sending me The Pcnt!.!costal 
Dlge~t. the Adult SlUdel1\ quarterly. 
and Ihe teenage quarterly. For a long 
I1mc J have been praylllg for the Lord 
to put II on ,,01lleone's heart to pr111t 
spiritual magazllle~. and I'm thankful 
that the Lord has answert:d my 
prayers. These magi.lIl1lc.~ mean much 
to my soul. I have been blind "Inee 
birth. but l'lll not blllld spintuallyl" 

""' am writing to expre ... s my ... lIlcere 
appreciation to thc Home i\ll ...... lon .. 
Departmcnt of the Assembli!.! ... of God 
for The Pentecostal Digest which , 
have been rece iving recently. There IS 
!'o lm le in the way of good Christian 
liter3IUre in bra ille that someth ing like 
this lillIe magazine i~ a real boon to 

continued On p;lj,:e 48 
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A HERITAGE PUZZLE BY JOYCE LEE 

Find the Hidden Names 

Y E L N 0 I P M A Hew A R D A V SON 
Q H C I R L U R E W 0 L F 0 N L 0 H Y K 
U U D 0 B A P M I R L E Z TEN G 0 Q 0 
E MAR W Z A Z M N N 0 Y N E K A R U H 
RAE N D H I G FOX T T U eKE R A R 
I R W SAL G MOT I J 0 H U U S L I L 
CAE N V B E A M N 0 Z S M L E L G K A 
K C LEI 0 U E XES TEN R N Gel R 
S L A R S N W S R D R E N I E S L H 0 K 
o E V G L QUA HAL M RES E I Z M E 
N M 0 A U S T NOS L RAe R S R M R L 
DOG N M L LAN H 0 L B N E X W U T J 
D K L N M T E V I C K T A A V I I LOA 
W S E 0 E R Y R L R T M Rei N N N M R 
S A R N R E EYE 0 MAN S S 0 E I A S 
I WEB L H ROD FIT Z E S S R N S I 
WIN GeE S KAT REB L H L H C E R 
E SIT T R 0 G NIT I E SON 0 T C R 
L U 0 E A 0 PER KIN L V R TOE K A 
Q G J D NOS RED N A LIT G eRE H 

H ow many names can you find hidden in this puzzle? They include pastors, evangelists, 
missionaries, executives, headquarters pcrsonnel--some contemporary and some from the 

past. To help you, the names are listed below. Only the last names appear in the puzzle. You 
will find them forward or backward, horizontally, vertically, or diagonally. Ilappy hunting! 

J. Robert Ashcroft T. J. Gotcher ,>, C. Nelson J . W. Tucker 
Edwin P. Anderson "UigJohn"lIall M. B. Netul Ultline Utley 

Johnnie Barnes Ralph W. lIarris !loward Osgood II. A. Ulrich 

E.N. 1k1i David K. Irwin Albert 011 Fred Vogler 

G. Raymond Carlson Ron IWl5ko Mary Louise Paige Arne Vick 

Richard G. Champion Hugh P. Jeter Noel Perkin C. 1\1, Ward 
Charles Oenton Gwen Jones E. T, Quanabush Roy Wead 
Billie Olvis Howllrd Kenyon Ed Quigley Oulll Xinos 
Fred Eiting lI.rold Kohl Herman Revis Lilian Yeomans 
Clifton Eric:kson Frank Lummer Ralph M, Riggs Finis Yoakum 
Joseph R, Flower Gayle Lewis C. W. H, Scott Anna Ziese 
Lorne Fox lkn Mahan Kenneth Short T. F, Zimmerman 
T. E, Gannon Andrew Maracle Anna Tomas«k 

ANSWERS ON PAGE 50 
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BETHANY COLLEGE 
Robert Cr:li): addn"!>in~ ,ludell!!. ;It (;];1(1 I idilll:' I\iblr 1" ... lilute in 1929. 
On the ri):ht arc imotnll:lor.) II . \\I',It\ Coo"--...e\ .md 1It1t'1l JJni,. 

or Dreams ... Or Destiny 
A Narrative alld Pictorial History 

of Glad Tit/ings Bible Illstitute am/ 
Bethany Bible College. By Dr. 
E,'erett Wilson. Beautiful hard 
cover 75th Anniversar) histor) 
illustrated "jth scores of pho· 
tographs from the beginning in 1919 
to the present. Available from the 
.Bethany College Alumni Office, 800 
Bethany Drive , Scotts Valley, CA 
95066. Cost is $-'9 plus $3.50 
postage and handling. 

The story of a Biblc collcgc can be 
told in different way~. One might 

~ Imp l y chronicle the evolution of cur· 
riculum. the demographics of enroll· 
menl. or the economics of the 1O,>IlIU· 
tion: the reader would be Ju~tified III 

re~ponding. "So what? Why should I 
rcad on?" Care full y crafted. however. 
Bible college history provide~ a valli· 
ablc willdow in to the eth os of popular 
religiOUS movcments. And that i~ what 
historian Everett Wilson offers in this 
anlllvcr.;ary hislory of hi s alma maier. 
Bethany College. 

Wilson invites the reader to 
explore the s tor)' of Bay area 
Pentecostalism through the len~ of one 
of its olde!.t institutions. Over the 
years. Ihat institution summoncd area 
Pentecostals to coope rati ve action, 

nurtured thclr networks. tramed their 
leaders. rcpresented them III b"oadr.:r 
arenas. and helpt!d to clarify for dcdl· 
cated IIlsldcrs and curious onlookef'i 
precisely \ ... hal Pentecostali ... m wa ... all 
about. 

The "chool ha!- changed III siglllfi· 
cant ways. but II continucs to offer an 
historically rooted fomm III which to 
grapple with thc pcr ... onal and public 
meaning of Pentecostalism. 

The Bible school that 
Robert and Mary Craig 
started in their Ghld Tidings 
Temple, S~m Francisco, is 75 
yea rs old. This anniversar} 
book tells the story in one 
beautirul volume. 

This book. then. is a casc sllIdy 
that is a point of entry II1 to the fluid. 
dy namic and complex world of 
American PentecostalIsm. E\'crett 
Wilson punclllatc~ hi ... narrallve \\lIh 
stories of the men and WOmen \\hose 
cxperience con ... tltute the fabric of a 
richly textured Pcnleco~tal subculture. 

The Bethany College of tod<l),
nestled on a hil lside amid the spcctac· 
ular natural bcauty of California's 
Santa Cml County-originmed in the 

"lark I) contra\llIl g world of d()\~ nto\\11 
San r:ranCt"co. Wil\on trace\ lh 1.:\0· 
JullOn from urban (r<luling ... r.:hool to 
\uhurhan liberal art ... college. abl) 
we;!\ tng chronology and narrall\C 

Through the year,_ the college h'h 
both nurrorcd and molded tht: hope ... of 
generation .. of the an:a', A".cmblu:\ 01 
God C(lIl\UIUCnC) The ' 1M) of 
Bethany College doc ... not cncomlM." 
the whole qory of the Bay an.:a 
Pen]ccm.tah"m. but 11 offt.!p, a \Ili1p,hOI 

of the \\ hole newed through one ten ... 
Wll\O!l make\ a "aluable contributIOn 
to the gro\\ IIlg ILtcraiurc on AmCfll.:.tTl 

Pentcco\lali ... 1ll by con<"\\lcmly keep
Ing a broader conlCX1 In \h:\~ \\hllt: 
wl-ing ... crioU'.I) the faith comnlltmcnh 
of the people v..ho ... c ... tOI) hI.' tell ... 
Through \\'Ihon\. len .... Pl'nteco"'lill~ 
appcar " ... neither heroes nor \ IllaIl1 .... 
rather. they arc men and womcn \\ ho 
ha\'e stnlggled to be faithful a~ they 
have worked to redeem the world In 
God· ... name. Bethany Collegc wa ... 
born and ... haped III that ... tmggle. and 
It~ ~tory pro\- idcs pe r ... peclI\c on the 
'>Ircngt hs and \\eal-ncssc,> o f onc o f 
thl ~ cc ntury's most vibrant Chn~tla n 
movements. 

Edith L. Bluillhofer 
Fro m thc Foreword 
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[lallj:elist J. LOll1.O and M}ftie Jones 
with their three childrell in Jacksboro, 
Te~as. about 1920 



The Night 
God Stopped 
The Angry Mob 

They planned to End a 
Brush Arbor Revival By 
Murdering the Evangelists 

By J . Wesley Jones 

I I is hard \0 imagi ne the perseclltion 
early Pentecostals faced unless you 

lived during that period. Because my 
dad was a preacher of that carly peri
od, our family often suffered persecu
tion and ridicule. One incident in 
New Liberty, Texas. when a gang of 
mffians planned to kill Ollf fami ly. 
will always remain in my memory as 
the most fea rful night of my life. 

Bul for Ihe grace of God. we 
would 1101 ha ve lived 10 tell about it. 

My father, J. L. Jones, began his 
pastoral min istry in Jacksboro, in 
nort h Texas. Dad and Mother minis
tered wherever they could find a 
place to preach. 

On one occas ion we were con
ducting a meeting at Pleasant Valley, 
a commu nity west of Jacksboro. Lon 
Denson, who lived at ne w Liberty, 
vis ited the meeti ng and was quite 
im pressed wit h my dad's preaching 
and the type of services he conduct
ed. 

Denson asked Dad if he would 
consider goi ng to New Liberty for 
meet ings. He t!\,en offered Dad $50 

If he would go. No\\. that \\a\ ql11te 
a lot of money 111 1918. but Dad told 
Denson that he would pray about 11 
and ifhe would pray about 11 and ifhe 
came. it would be on an offering 
basis- not the $50 fce that Demon 
had offered. 

After praying about It. Dad decid
ed we should go to New Liberty. 
Little did we realiLe what \ ... ·as 111 store 
fo r us. 

The people at New Liberty built a 
brush arbor to protect u~ from the hot 
Augu.,t sun. There wa~ no shade 
around the meetlng place. and my 
mother had to cook in the open on a 
wood-burning stove. 

Despite the hard.,hlps. God sent a 
revival to New Liberty. and one of the 
fi rst converts wa~ the man who inv it
ed us to the area. Lon Denson. 

A., the rev i\al tide ran hIgh. so 
did the opposi tion. Rumors were cir
culating that Dad was in the whi te 
slavery trade. that he was only one 
step ahead of the law, and that \ ... ·e 
were operating a prostitution busi
ness in our revival meeting~. 

These wi ld stories sti rred lip a 
bunch of tough . hard-drinki ng cow
boys who came to the brush arbor 

\enH.:L'\ Just to cau~e trouble. A fight 
would brca\.. out L'\I!J'Y night untd 
flnally a ~lr. Dod\on \~a~ UL'pul1IL'd 
to \..eep ordl!r around the arbor 

One mght about midl1lght Deputy 
Dod~on cra\\ leu up to tht: ten I \\ here 
Dad and Molhl!r \\ en: "leeplIlg. Tht! 
ne\\" he "hareu \\ <\\ fnghlelllng_ 

A fe\\ ml1H1te" earllCf D()(hon 
had "nea\..ed through a ne<lTb~ colton 
palth \\ here hI! \a\\ a gang of ml!n 
gathering. I-Ie hl!ard them lllal..lng 
plans to r,lId our dcfl!nsde"" camp. 

"Thl!) h,l\1! on I) ()ne gun. 
Dodson told Dad. "but Ihe) don't 
ITltend to u"e II unll!s\ 'Oille of you II') 
10 escape. Thl!y pliln 10 :-.tone )Ol1 

Not one of you 1\ 10 estape ., 
Dodson "aid there \\ere too many 

for h1111 10 handle, out he """med Dad 
that he would "Ia) dose b) to gl\e 11~ 
\\hal bttk help he tould lie sug
gested thaI maybe Dad wanted 10 tr) 

This frightening dnlnl<l 
at New Liberty. Texas. 
in 1918 is a good example 
of God 's \\atchful carc, 

10 gel the women and chIldren 10 a 
safc place before IhL' men attacked 

In addllion 10 our own family. 
there \\ ere two \ ISIt1llg coup1c~ hdp· 
ing III the Illl.!ellnp Fred and 
Martha Shl ngil!r and Morns and 
Amlle Nixon, 

Dad call1!d us together under the 
arbor, telllllg l" what hI! had Just 
learned from Dodson Then he said, 
"Let us kneel al Ihese allar~ and pray 
quietly for Ihe Lord to guide us." 

Bu t our sdent praying soon 
turned in to an old-fashio ned 
Pentecostal prayer meeting. The two 
couple., vi!.il1l1g us began 10 shollt and 
dance. Morris Nixon could shollt 
louder than anyone I knew. And he 
did n'l hold anyt hing back in this 
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memorable midmght prayer meeting 
Their cmhu ... ia<,lic praying turned 

the rc ... t of u<, loose. and we all began 
to .. houl and pm .... c God 

Suddenly ollr prayer meettng wa .. 
lIl tcrruplcd by DcpUly Dodson \Vho 
ran into the arbor waving hi" gun. 
"Brother Jones," he .. houted, "where 
arc they?" 

Dad answered that there W,1\ 

nobody around except the bchc"cp" 

" They have only one gun, 
but they don't intend to 
usc it unless some of you 
try to escape. They 

plan to stone you. Not 
one of you is to escape." 

Deputy to J L. Jones 

"We .. tilned praying. and e\,erybody 
got happy:' he explamed to ooo.,oll. 

Deputy Dodson bra!.;c down and 
began 10 cry. He said that JU"" before 
he heard us beg m to shOtl! he saw a 
group of people dressed in white n l ... h 
under the arbor. Hi s L111mcdiate 
thought wa ... that II was the Ku Klux 
Klan raiding our camp. 

"Now I know what I saw." 
Dodson added. "The)' were angels 
God scnt to guard you!" 

You can IInaglllc that this new<; 
gave LIS a big lif!. But even though 
we knew God had Hi s hand lipan us, 
we did not retum to our beds but kept 
Ollf eyes on the raiders who had a 

J , 
~. , " , 

I. 

lalllem In the middle of the road a 
... hort distance away. It was a long. 
agoniZIng walt. hut finally at day
breaJ.; the raider~ came by our camp. 
Thcy yelled at D"d <l~ they went by. 
threatening to relUm But we didn't 
sec them agalll, 

Several years later Dad and I were 
111 a serv ice 111 Wichita Falls. 

Texas, when a tall man walked up 10 

Dad. He confcs ... ed that he had been a 
member of the gang that had planned 
to ktll us at Ne\\ Liberty. Dad and I 
rejoiced to leam that this man had 
been saved and was now an 
Assemb lies of God mInister (whose 
name I cannot rcmember). 

Dad's fonner enemy and new
found friend then told another chapter 
of that drama which we had never 
J.;nown. 

As Ihe gang sat maJ...mg their 
plans to raid our camp, one of the 
men-a tough Indian-sudd en ly 
<, tood and saId, " Fellows. we are not 
go ing to make the raid tonight:' 

That brought a heated disagree
ment. and one man accused the 
Indian of being afr'lid. The Indian 
admitted that he was scared. But then 
he whipped out a long pocket klllfe 
and ordered the men to remain seated. 
thai he would usc hIS knife on the 
first man who stood. 

"No one got up," our new friend 
continued. "We S;:II there the rest o f 
the night and cooled down. At day-

t· . I , 
brcaJ.; \\-e all agreed to disb"nd. And 
that's wh) we didn't kill the Jonesc ... 
thilt night In New Llbcny." 

Persecution was very real In the 
early years of the Pcntecostal 

revival. but I can say frol11 experience 
that God was faithful and kept 1·lls 
hand upon us. 

Our frightening drama at New 
Liberty back in 1918 IS a good cxam
pic of HIS watchful carc. 

The I~te J. L. Jon~. When he a>ked the Mlr· 
rounded t)<:tie'ers to pr:fl) 'Iuielly. he got lUI (ltd· 
fashion~d t'elltl'eo.o.lal prayer ml~l ill g. 

J. Wesley Jones (1910·92). a retired 
Assemblies of Got! minister "hen he "rOle 
Ihi !> article ror Ihe s prin l,: 1983 i~ue or 
/luitoge. ex perienced Ihe 'lIIxiel) o r Ihis 
brus h a rbor senice "hen he "as 8 )ears 
old. His r."he r. J. L J ones, "as an earl) 
minister in Ihe Assemblies of God and con· 
ducted the meeting remembered in Ihis 
slor ),. J . L. Jones' brolher Oscar was:1Il 
early Superinlendent of the Oklahoma 
Db lricl Council. 



F ROM OUR R EADERS 

Res ponse on 1993 Article 
Thank yOll for the Herirage I ~~ue 

[summer 1993. "Precious Promi\cs 
Still Precious." by Glenn Gohr] with 
the article about Marionville 
[M issouri] A/G hl'>lory [and Adele 
Carmichael]. Donna and I have been 
acq uai nted with Ade le for many year-" 
thus making the article ... pecial for us. 
Plus. it set in mot ion an lIltcreSI for cel
ebration of the church's 75[h anmver
sary. 

I want also to add my great appre
ciation fo r Herirage and the \'>ork of 
the Archives to remind liS of 

" I beli eve [Heritage] 
ought to be required 

rcad ing to all our Bible 
Co llege students preparing 

fo r min is try with in our 
ranks." 

our roots and history. Even though 
I' ve g rown lip in the virtual shadow of 
Headquarte rs. much of the past I do not 
know. But as you peop le remi nd me, 
I ' m able to give thanks for th ose who 
have caused me to " harvest where I d id 
not sow." 

Heritage gives me insight to par
ticular mini stries that I would ot her
wi se never get arou nd to finding for 
myse lf. And be ing a pe rson with a 
voracious appe tite for knowledge of 
our fellowship. its people, and God's 
hand ever upon us. Heritage fu rn ishes 
that. Further, I be lieve it ought to be 
required readin g to a ll ou r Bible 
College students preparing for minislI), 
wi thin our rank s. 

Dan Sweare ng in 
San Diego, California 

Dall S I\ ·earengill . fWII' pastor of 
Calvary Temple. Scm Diego. was iflle r· 
im pastor last spring at the Marionville 
Assembly of C od which is melltioned in 
"PreciOllS PromiseJ Still Preciolls." 
Did YOIl miss this arricle IlIclI lells of a 
70-year-old Precious Promise box 

fOlllul in a California llntiqul' Jum'lIml 
lraced 10 Adele CarmicllUd" lImit 
IUI\'e the 2-\'01. Heriragl' r{'!,rmt. look 
for it 011 page 2-1 of rhl' slimmer 1993 
I.Hue. Or II'l,'1f make a ('OP" of rhl' 
Jla,..... and send it p(wl'(lit! for 51. 
\\{mle Il/una 

A n O ld Friend W ri tes from Gumn 
You and your ... tan are domg a 

great Job and are keeping bdore u ... our 
great hentage. 

After ... ernng 10 year" III 

SIngapore. \ve felt God 1cadlllg u ... to a 
new as~ ignment. But like Abraham, 
not knowing where. We returned to 
the states for a m1lli furlough. Brother 
[Rohert] Houlihan, ou r field dm.::c tor. 
faxed us abou t conSidering Guam_ We 
had planned on being with our chddren 
for my 80th birthday, bUI lil"tead \ve 

carne to Guam. Retirement IS not In 
our vocabulary. We Just sometltne ... get 
tired. 

On receiving the spring Issue of 
Heritage we read it at one ... ltIlIlg. 

What a JOy. I remember so well many 
of the great me n and women you have 
written about. At the age of 6 1/2 I 
attended the opening of Ange lu ... 
Temple in Los Angeles. Forg ive me 
for rambling as I merely wanted to 
express my appreciation for your mlll
istry. 

While we "v·ere servlTlg In 
Singapore and teachmg at TCA 
Theological Center of A..,w. we 
ordered the 2-volu me Heritage reprint. 
On leaving, 1 left them fo r the library. 
So 1 need to order another set. 

Will iam H. Robertson 
Barngada. Guam 

Noll' 80 -"ears of age. William H 
Robertson began his mifl/stry If! 1939 
\I'hell he pioneered a new church. He 
received MG license in 1940 (Ind ordl
fill/ion in /942 from the Sowhern 
California District. After pastoring 
limit 1957, he \l'as elected as the dis
Irict secrewry-trea:;urer, serVlf1g If! 

ll1ar position //111;1 hl' 11'l1.\· dl'C"fl'd dis
trier .wpertn{£,,,t!l'/If ttl /968. Hi' 
.\"l·n·l,d (IS _WP('rlfl!CfIlh'fll II1l1d /980. 
,\fwtha .H·I of thl' rqJnllt.l- II ill III' .H·1It 
to Guam. 

Spri ng J<.sue Urought Buck '\ tern ories 
We held protracted mcellng' with 

Carl B<lrne~ ["Carl W Barnes. 
Evangeil\t. Song Le.lder. and Church 
Bulider"] III FllId. Ol-Iahorna. Pine 
Bluff and FI Dorado, ..\r\..an\a .... and ror 
Carl Goad ["hllthlul l·nto Ik.lth"]III 
RIverside, Calrforlll<\ F\"cretl 
Stenhou ... e [f0nner a\"I ... t.lIlt general 
... upenntelldent] \\ as) Duth pa..,tor at the 
IlIllC. 

hank and Glad~ ... l.tIIllmer 
Anahellll. California 

71,e LlIl1Imer.l· (lf'e flOII· rell/('d. bill 
mllitilllde.~ 11-/10 11('rt' .wl"l'd. hcaled. or 
bapti:.ed In thl' Spiril during their 
dnUlfllic el'{lfIge/istic fIIel'ting.l· .I"Iill 
treasure thoJe memoriel·. 

Glad T idings Class of 1937 
Wayne. I'm ~ure you already !.. now 

how much I cnjoy /-/eriwgt'. Ilowc\"cr. 
the "'pring 1 ...... lIe had a \"cry \pecral 
appeal for me. I rcad wl lh great exclIe
men!. "Glad Titling ... Cla..,s of 1917 
Class Reunion" That wa\ my gradua
tion yeM It \ .. ·as good to know what 
my clasl,mates arc dOlllg arIa all the'c 
year..,. 

Thcre were "'0 many nu.'morie.., of 
those days that nl\hed l11tO my Illlnd as 
I rC<ld the artlcil!. 1 can ... \ll! quotc the 
famous 6th rule: "Falll1lhlrlty hetween 
men and women 1\ pOS Itively forbid
den Anyone \'Iolallng thIS nIle 1\ sub
Ject to lInmed latc dl\mlssal .. 
Fami lt anlY could mean 10 say. "Good 
mornmg, Sistcr- .... I had 
one such expericnce. but was not d is
missed from school. 

All of my Bib le schoo l experi 
ences still inOuence me aftcr all the 
years have passed. LaVera Stevens 
[Heavner), as I re me mber her. still has 
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an mOuenr.:e on me, I can "1l11 hear 
her vOice a .. "he laught u" With "ome 
fear I ... tlll n.:memocr Matron r-.;anny 
Satte rberg. With great .. dnm.llIon 
,tml appn.::u'l1l(lIl I oftcn 'pea" of II 
\Ve\ley Coo" ... e~. That man !lve .. In 
my head and heart. 

Tho .. c \\en.:: the dil~" that helped 
.. hape my Chri\tliln character ;Ind 
mil"e m\! what 1 ,11ll III Chn ... t today If 
1 could ha\'e cnnt'lCt \ .. !th "'Olll!.! of 

the ... !.! people. I \\ould be ble .... ed 
You arc d(llllg a grand worl. and 

I ,1m honored Itt"l 10 lmm you 

C RlI\~ell An..:her 
1 :,I~lern Reg ional Superintendent 
Open Bible Stand,lrd Churchc ... 
PO Box511:! 
Vandalia. OhiO 4.'n77 

G/at! Tidings IJihlt' /II.\Iit/l/(', Sml 
""wl('i.\('o, i.1 1101\ /JI'lh(llIY Col/l'Kt'. 

Sl"Otf.\ Valle\". Cll/i/omUl A/)(lIa 25 of 
tlit' 95 gmt/llutl's ( ··ft/lll(llwtlta" da.II), 
alit/ l1/.1tmcW'- Lil \('ra Slel'l'/n 

1ll'lIl·IIt'r. .~{/! togt·tlta /ent \"I.'ar 1II thl' 
1/01111' 01 M C lIml Patn' Al/l'II, 

Su/phu/" ~jllmgl. h'wl. Bod. ill 1962· 
63 1\ hl'II IIii' ('(1110'- pfl.\wred WI OPl'lI 
/Jlh/e Church lIl'ar \1I11COIII·l'r. 

\\(/\hlllg(OII. C HIHwlf Archer pm· 
10/"('(/ Faillt T('l1Ip/l'. facoma. alld 1\(1,1 

Ihl' ('l"tor \ dHtrlt·/l/fpt'/wlel1llt·lII. 

Etloor 

l\ h l..,1 II 'He lIer I/eritage l\lagalinc 
[ Ilun" I alll overdue so the 

enr.:lo~ed ched ... \\ 111 lil"e cart! of the 
,uhscnptlon I ~urd) don't \\ant to 
111 1" iI /-Iaitllgl' l"lIe. My children 
are here to celebrate my 90th bIrthday 
(Augu .. t 22). My daugh ter Bon llle 
Argue, from liong Kong. IS here too. 
God I'> good 10 gl\e me Ii\'e wonder
ful dllldren God bles, your \ ... ·onder
fu l wor" 

I::dna Byrd (~ l r~. S:nn) 
Sac ramento. Cal lforllla 

\\ 'hi'll / cal/l'd Mrs. Bwd 1/1 

AllglIst. she IUIlI )lHI ref/mINI from a 
/Jll"tIU/lI\' part" the IVM\ of her Trlmt\' 
Assemb'" had MII'l'lI ill her 1101I0r. She 
told me t"at hl'l" /l/oidell !WIIII' IS 
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Sappillgton lIlId Ihllt her thrl"(' bmth
as Uow/. )olm, lind Shermall ' had 
hcnl milljul·/\. /-I('r parellt'. nUII/UlS 
IIl1d I.l'tl/l' Saf'plllgUnt, lujon' Urnld 
\\ill" f. h'lII Ill'll Ihere \\ (1.\ /10 

PCI/t('l"fHwl ("hllreh /11 ,\fUIl/Ill, 

A'al/WH. So Iht',\" hjt thl'lr Arkllllm.\ 

home ill a l\aS:oll plilled In t\\O Iwr.\'· 
t'.\. Jim )('1".\('\' ("(IIU fol/mll'tI belwul. 
Altholl1!,h thl' Sappillgwll.\' In'/"l' 1101 

IIImiHe/".\", they ('.\"tablished a chllrch. 
Mr.\". B.'rt/\ .HIli Tom liilles i.\· (l mis· 
\ionan' to Ih(' Philippilles: her dallgh· 
ta BOllllh' :\rgll(' (lIidOI\ of \\tlf.\"lJII 

Argile. )r.) piHwn a dlllrc:h III /lollg 
Kong, lIlId liN other three dliidrm 
/11'£1 11/ ClIII}rm,ia. J:.(JilOr 

I'a-,>tur a nd \l r~, McA rthur J ulia} 

H eritllge Subsc ripti on 
The lifetime \ub\cnptlon to 

fleritage i ... truly appreciated, Both of 
u ... arc III our 80 ... and ,>ome of Ihe 
pubhshed miltenal ta"e,> U\ bacl 10 
earlier year~ and expencnce.... My 
hw .. band ha .. been In a rHlr .. lTlg horne 
for nearly 6 year\ a deep ... adne" .. to 
me. 

r>. 1) hu .. band had archttectural 
~"Ill ... and dC\lgned the Rl\er~lde 

Tabernacle. Hint, Mlcillgan, whde we 
pa..,tored there Then in 1957 Chriq 
Church, Wihhlllgton. D. C, ul\"lted 
h1l11 J'> pa~tor, a m1lu ... try he enjoyed 
for morl' than 20 year"', When \\e 
,1IT1\'ed In Wa .. hlnglon, the chun.:h 
\\<1" located III a bad neighborhood, '>0 
we bought property, and my IHl'>band 
de\lgncd the new Chrtst Church 
bUdding. 

We than" God for the true 
church-Chn\t's body, 

Mrs. McArthur Jollay 
ArilIlgton, Virgin ia 

Jlr.1 )ollm' Im/l/\!t'r/ ,d \Iilll hN 

IlInhalld alld still tl'IICht'.1 a liiblt, 
c/lnJ. I-or 3 \"i'tI/".\" t!l/rillS: Ihe 1'I80s, 
Shl' fallght tl Bibll' das.1 //' IIIl' \\-'IIil(' 
HOI/\(' 

Remembering Oil Field \'i~emb l ) 

\\"e enjoy Her/rag!' magallile 
\ery much In the feature on Carl \\" 
Bame~ ... pring 1996. 11 mentIoned that 
cvangeli .. ", Doreen Jmlll~ and 
Lorraine Oliver were lTlvlted to hold a 
revIval I ju-.t happened 10 h.l\·e a 
copy of a Oyer when they held a 
re\l\al at the Oil Field A\\embly of 
God 111 1936. It I ... 17 mtle ... ea\t of 
Enid. Oklahoma. J1Inmy <lnd Madge 
Mayo were attcndlllg Southwe~tcrn 
Bible School at that Im1e (when the 
... chool Wil' tn Enid) and pa'>tonng our 
church 

Thl'" ... ame church med olher 
Southwe...tcrn qudcnt'> a... pa ... lors. 
'>uch a .. Hligh Jeter. Carl 1I011eman, 
and Hal C Noah. Hal I~ my WIfe ... 
brother, and he married 11'> In that 
church on May 8. 1938, Hal later 
built the Oal Ciff A,>,>cmbly 111 Dallas, 
I abo gradualed from SOllthv,'e\tem in 
May 1938. 

Darrel Keahe) 
El1ld. Oklahoma 

REVIV AL 

OIL FIELD 
A' SLMBLY GOO :HUf"1CH .. ," ""'"'.~' 
Startl' March 8,1936; Ends-??? 

l,ir"11 III' / .. ,Ii.> I,., ,i!:/" "fI"/flr ... 
/I it/I ... ",n·r lOr ,1,..li,,·r ,wd IlrI'''''' 

IIi ... . /",,111" II';., 1,.."/,·,",, (,'HI iliff! 

i .. IImf" Ilr"",-/,jIl.l! /11/ ( ,0."1"'/' 
EVERYBODY WELCOME 

'M!'>" MAyr 



Children in the Pulpit 
Se\'{'ral rnll/us n',If/ollda/ to tlu' 

fUlfllre Heruagc pllhll.l/ied OIl chil
dren 111 (Ill' milli.\ll ... · (Ipring J<l9M. 
Here are fOllr respOIH('S. 

i\ lary Lo uise Paige Clutter 
ThanJ..... ~o much for the latc,,1 

I\ ... ue. e\pccially for Iht! n!r') Intere .. !-

109 anlCle and pIcture .. of "A Child III 
the Pulpit.'· I had Oitl:l1 wondered If 
Mary LOUIse Paige Clutter \\-a ... \tlil 
lIVIng. Arter I found her name In the 
mInister, director'). I called hl.!f A .. It 

turned OUI .... he \\.:a\ feeling a bit 10\\ 
due 10 her hu"band· ... phYSical condi
tIOn. and knowlIlg that ,he mu\1 bring 
her hu .. b.md home from the nur ... mg 
home bccau<,c h.\ medical benefits 
have run out. She is not financially 
able 10 keep hlln In the nur-,mg hOIllt.'. 

I too am In the same Ctrl.:UTn

<.,lances. I will be bringing my hus
band home lhi<; week And 1100 mmt 
call on God for Ihe '>Irenglh needed 10 
care for him. 

Mary LOlllse and I bonded our
~elve~ 10 pray one for Ihe olher 

My per~onal IIllere~1 III Mary 
Louise ~tartcd III the 1930'>. M) co
worker and I were carlllg for a mis
~ions effort (under the ~upcr\'i~ion of 
O. E. Na .. h and Ihe Kentucky 
Mountain Mission) 11\ Ham"on. Ohio. 
Brother Na .. h took u .. to Cincll1natl to 
auend meel lngs Mary LOlll'>e was 
holdmg there. 

It W,I" .. uch an enjoyabk few 
days. We met in their large It\ing 
room for prayer .. and devotions e\'ery 
morning. Wh de we were kneeling in 
prayer, someone obsen'cd that I had 
very worn .,hoe sole". Someone .. aw 
to it 1hat I had new ... hocs thai vcry 
day. Then ... hortly after our \"Isil there. 
I rccel\'t.!d a leller from Mary Loul"e. 
She w id me thm I would be rece l\ ing 
a check from her every time she gOt 
one. 

From then on for more than a 
year the money came on a regular 
basis until I relocated In Pen nsy lvan ia 
and wa .. in evangelt .. llc work. As 
soon as I began to rece ive money on 
my ow n, the checks from Mary 
Louise cea .. ed. What a blessing she 

\\,1\ to me' And I had ,111 opportunlt) 
tll lelt her on the phone She dIdn't 
remember II. but I do. 

\laT) Loul"e told me that m~ cllI 
had come at a time II \\ a" needet.l 
most and h;ld gl\en her a Itf\. 

\1ane Griffilh (\Ir ... _ AI) SIo.)lller 
Clean\ aler. Florida 

Child E \ an~e list Le~ld .. 
Reader to C hrist in 193 1 

A tent meetll1g wa .. In progn.!'-' III 

Iiunllllgton Park. Caltfonua. III June 
1931. \\hen 1 \\a~ 15. The Illeetlllg ... 
wert.! It.!d by an h angdl ... 1 hhllk 
Aho ... pectal chddren· ..... enlct.!~ were 
bclllg conducted by a 9-yt.!ar-old girl 
by the namt.! of CiMrlOlI1! Kt.!TlIlt.!d) 
(married naTllt.! I~ ~kGIII). 

I had JU"I enlt.!n!d Iht.! lent \\ hen I 
\\,1\ o\'Cf\\ht.!lmed by Ihe prt.! ... ence of 
the Lord_ Charlotte ... en ... t.!d Immt.!dl
,lIcl> m) necd of God. Allhe ell}, .... of 
the rcgular ... ervicc, I found my \\a) to 
Iht.! altar where I received Chri ... t a .. 
m) Lord and Sa\'lor, 

AI Ihe Iline there \\a ... no 
A~ ... embl) of God 111 that ell). the 
Four~quare church \Va .. in an \lp~t;lIr ... 
facillt). SI\ler Allnee Semple 
McPher .. on baplized Illt.! al Angdus 
Tt.!lllp le III Lo~ Angde ... 

Arthur and Margarel Ericbon 
pa"torcd Ihe A .. sembly of God III 

Maywood, a nule or ,,0 from 
Huntlllgion Park. They had ath.'nded 
the len t rev ival and had gOllen 
acquainted \\ IIh my fanuly. So we 
began 10 allend Ihelr church. I aho 
attended their Blblt.! school and 
entered the milmtry III 1936. In 19-B 
the old Ccntral District ordailled me 

Tht.!~e have been good year .. , Oil 

the wholc, pa">tonng, c\'angt.!llllllg, 
and III worklllg 111 ~Illall BIble schools. 

I am enjoy IIlg Heriwge. 

Ken Il ;mh n 
Farwcl l. MIch igan 

E \angclisl Jimm y McClellan 
So many people have called or 

">cen me al church 10 I!.!II Ill\! about 

Watch for a future issue 
for more children who 
preached the gospel. 

Daddy' .. photogrJph In flaittHft", Tht.! 
caption called hun Jim. but Dad ne\cr 
\\ent b\ Jlln \Iother (Sudu!) wa .. 
even c;lIt.!d "SI ... ter J1Illmy" for )t.!M ... 
Dad \\ a!- 16 wars old III Ihe photo. 

\1) par~nl'" \\erc ordained MG 
mllll~lcr .. for many yca..... Dad ... en ed 
5_\ year ... before hi ... hOlllegolllg III 

1969, ilnd l1lotht.!r 70 Yl.'ar ... lxfore her 
hOllll.'gOing III 199.1. He \\a ... a church 
builder and prc ... b)ler 111 Ihc Texa_ ... 
(Ialer Soulh Te\,,'" [)l"lncl) 

I kno\\ a 101 of pcople aCrth" 
Amenca remember \1olht.!r and Dad 

Manha Jo ~kClcllall Burge ...... 
KlIlgwOtxL Tcx ..... 

Sn' "Cllllnh PlulI(mg arlldt, ill rlll.l 
/,\J/I(' Jar U .Hon oj Jtfl/fI/\ 

McClellml \ 1('I'i\'ll/alltl jOIllU/lIIg afa 
('/wrch ill BlI\,/()II',. It·\ll.\'. 

E \ :l llge list A lpha II l.' n .. on 
I am wnllllg 10 ~ily I no\\ hit"e 

recclved two l ...... lICS of lIailagt' .. nd 
am reall~ enjoy lTlg them 

1 \\a .. "",,-cd III the MlIlneapoh ... 
Go ... pt.!l Tabernacle 6.1 year ... ago 
Befort.! tht.! Tabemaclt.! moved 11110 
Ihelr Ilt.!\\ hmldlllg III 11.)10, 
E\,angeli ... [ Dolore .. Dudk) \\'" tht.!rl' 
for meel1Tlg ... 

I am .. ending cilPPIIlP of Alpha 
~ortcnberr) Hen ... on She bt.!giln 10 

preach at 16. CI,dc and Alpha 
lien "on hayt.! hcen a blt.!s~lIlg 10 me. 
Cl,de came 10 Ihe IlO"'pilal \\ ht.!n Ill) 

6-) car-old son .. uddenl> had ... trep 
throat complication.... III" kldnc) ... 
were completely hlocked. and he 
~hou ld have d lt.!d, BUI Clyde prayed 
11 2-mllltilC prayer amJ ... aid Ihal Ill) 

..on would ... oon be OUI of bed In 15 
minules ht.! \ ... ,1<, well ilnd nt.!\t.!r had 
anolher problem. 

Alpha ha ... nOI hcen well bUI I ... 

..1111 gOlllg ~Irong. I wa .. praying With 
her yesle rday. IClyd\! lI en .. on died 111 

1971}. God b les .. you in your work 

LU\emc Thompson 
Sacramento. Callforlll a 
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lhorbara lh'lan 81, ,,,,,,, /if A.', 
(i.mlt" Or .\!r1"l' R F1""'~r r "P) hcl"n,,'J hi bt 
1Il •• ,u,n,'r) r'lh,:r lIar\'~y) ~orman ~O~IL,on 

ph"w III (jIJd IrJln!:, Tempk \'.uru,u,·n. 11(' 
(;ordon " ncl\H; l'l.~'" anJ 1'l(,(),. S S l"l\cnl",n 
Jnd (' A I) nnln t.lunor Parr) "'",$-lel ,nlil' 
pried by \It, J R,>ho:" A,h..mlr "n h" l<:nt~'n' 
p"'l'll)'. tIL IHl\ccIlJne"u, ltno:r., IW,(k ,Ind 1'l71~ 
Edtlh Hlumhortr 1I1'I"ry "I lIunlln~h n 
'\"",nhh," "I CJ<>d llhl111Il'~h'n SIJIII,n. :-;Y 
Ilomer II rook., c''fTC''r",,,ku,,·. ~r .. rd.ohng I. 
O'Rclll) 1I,,'PIl.ol r"'pcn~ "hl;uroctl j"r I'. .. ~I 
C"ll, ... 1'1".1. Jnd ,.Iher "";111)','1(',,111'1111 rnrII~n 
;ah Jlln l.il'jl:ltr (ORt· lIot)' "P,rl! Rl.'<ou~h 
('tnrtrl W.lham r'rc,·lH.II1' ·, /1,1' IIt"I""1( 

\'" 't"l(tr I \I.or MJ~. Jul) .... ," 1'1.1'11. 1t~;arLh 
('enl..,. puhh,.oll'·", Hhilnty l ibrary ror Ibr 
Hllnd L,ud Ilk 1I'lIn1 1;10.,.,1.., lrom.n,lIed 1I11d 
hrJlIlt. "do,">lapc\ 01;1 IInlll<: MI"'lln, 1Jtllennl/. 
(lip hk lin NG m1l11"1)' t" the MUld Rulh 
" 1M'nCI1 phllro>. and nc"'~pJpcr (hpp1l11/' of her 
l 'nlle Bcn I l.lnlln Tu'n Ibrd in I'h(~Il' of h" pJr 
ent,. lien .urd !:thel Hanhn Hill Wind: ,a,...:ne 
IJpc, uf IlcntJ~e Weel.. 1?'l5 a, Phot:nl\ (,hmllan 
A,,<·mhl\· In \ 1 ~""~...:ltC 'ape. ~t>n'·cr.iIIIOn\ "'lIh 
(;.,,,~ nll!el).lItd J Ptllllp lIogan l . S. Gl1In l 
'J' .ctt~ "I J ,~"'1()n he ]lre3l:hed m t9B 

Hill, O. lIall ,,,,,,...:lte of 'oC1TI'II,n he pre,,~hed 
m "b) I'W" \ 1idd le Allanlio: Rrllional l 'rltS!; 
tJpc "II he t .. ner RaIn ()u!!'K,unnJ' h) \'In,on 
\)nm 'whJI IIJ]lpcncd Sdnre I'cnle,o'r." hy 
(;""q.:~ n \I. Krno!')'. "Tllc Bu,h h Shl1 BumHlj!." 
hy I· "I) nm Nuhle .. lie s.:! \1e Free." h) I.ulher 
I)III'ICC ( ;torJ{t J);a,js hl"l!:raph",,1 mh'rn~l!I(>n 
on R{luoltn C ()IO/~O. of Mc\"o. ,bur\;h h"lOl'). 
rClI1l'lu Chmrrano El Sal\:ld(lr. Mllntcrlcy. 
Me\r~". ,'ukoon It" ",lie IIIItre 1.>;1'",. "A l>e,k r"r 
B,ll,," ra lmadl/,t" \ Ic .... abb fl3pcr. J.oII1C, I' 
1I"",CT'> G. I', \. Somara!lI:' ho<.,~. II<,/trr II 
('11",,,,1 flrr Ap<,uif "1 I'ntl(('I>u"/llm ". S" 
l~m~<I. hy G I' V Somar.llna II t .... chcl Crouch 
t",uly I'o:nl~.·"'131 penud"Jh. Eugcne 1I""'lIc', re(' 
{llte<I"'n> of eJd) (amp mcellnl/\ 11'1111.1) and 
nr""]l;Ipcr ctr]lI'Hlj!' (,,'m Pen)'. "''''3. Arah" Ian 
J'ua1~ flI'lllIcr lhal hclongt"d '0 lallie' ('r"""h 
Kllrt'n ... ntpp !'IN '\~<.<:.nbl). AI1"'I'III". T~\J~. 
hl,t"I).·Where " All BCI/;'\/'1" H mrr Sh:.", I Q.u 
knn fmm II"", anJ GO\~ on ongm\ of I'cnrccu"al 
ChuI(h. 11\( IIhIU\lOn. TC~J') ( ;U) Trll ''''r 
Mrnne.ol(1 1)1,lI1l1 I'tl/m"/Ilp 7jrlrn~ •. June 1<j~ 1 
(25,h Anrn\C.'>MYI. !cru,1 ffom Noel I'l'rknr 10 Guy 
rrn"'Cf I'e!!ardml/ Tnl\\cr'~ Intc",,'! 111 HlI"runary 
apflllUl1l1t<:nt tn IIraJll (19~O) S!~ 'c OurlL,orf I() 
huund ,,,I, of Oral Roben, 'n:l!!.1Irne, (1'1.1'1. 
I<)"~ 11)<;(,. l'1n·I IM3) Larry Fldl'r "A <;ur.9 
01 ,he .. \,...:mhhc, III God III F"rcr~n Land," (l<)l8) 
(;trlnld t Seorr Illl" colle(uon\. 'crapOot,ll\. et~ 
Hill II a rrdl I'tx~o oj S:uah IIam:1I (Mr. J (">II') 
\ c, la (;Ubtrl ph(~o' of her falher. WJ)nlJn 
rJ)tvr J ohn \\. Smllh hlvj!rarh,l31 m<llcnal, on 
lhe hk 01 CVmch\lU' Smuh. 'TIIe f",,)f'lc]l' ", John 
Waller Snulh' and!he H"u,/) {ll Ak~ander 
Maunell .. 

P ersons wishing to donate 
historical materials to the 
Archi ves~·such as minutes, 
photognphs, diaries, maga
zines, films, books, correspon
dence, recordings, etc., a re 
urged to write the AlG 
Archives, 1445 Boonville, 
Springfield, MO 65802, or 
ca ll (41 7) 862-1447, Extension 
4400_ E-Mail : 
wwarner@missions.ag.org 
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ARCHIVES A CTIVITIES 
RORtr k()'.tnkran.~ II')' ltd me, ,n;al 

p;!" ..,hll'1 ror hI, ,i.",,·r,'~r. I><.,,,,,u Smoxl.on Oon 
('o~ rh"'" . ."d anr, ;,. )1'1 \1~lIalfon of anl1e' 
Rulh \olk ('1L\alt rio!. , "I R:tlph J Voll.. Bell), 
Cha.'if, ban)Crl ('olle~t \rchhr. tramcnplLon 01 
,aped InlCr.,,·"', "'Hh J Rohcl1 ",tt.;rofr T E. 
Ifarhhorn p.:rwnJI p~]lCr,. "Dn"'n Mcmory 
Lane. Tho: I.lk .,,,d Tl1l1 .. •• of lhe Re" T'holnolli t 
Har"tx,m' Granl \\aeker hI' lhaprer on hc:tlml/ 
from PChl<"C"'hIJI pcr.pc(!\\C Imm Carln~ /.lf1d 
C .. r"'JI . R'''J:'''''' fr",i:I''''''. ~d"cd by Ronald L 
~umber. "nd 1),1l'r(1 \\ ,\munll...:n Ray Pcrkill'i 
ptr.'I," vi h~ J l>;U,.(' and Sh.loh 8rbk In~IWle. 
1.,(,/11. 111m" \\a)nt \\arntr phnrO! of C T 

5!ulld. E F. I" 'teo \\ \\ C~~h. Slmley P Smllh. 
("",,1 P,>lbd(·Turner. Arthur Polhrll·Tumer. 
\1,lhlal/uc Rcaudu./llp. and OIher tllI",,,n:ll'le' 10 
ChIna John Llnd"all malcnah on ,mn,,11) ,n 
Eurupe dunn~ lhe: 19J(h Donald W. Kllmnltr 
hot,,,, by I' W Kcnyon. God's Itc,wah,!' MKhacl 
Lalcff and Ja<I.. Itedd,d John Cal"\er "ldeO on 
t,angell" Clifton End_on Oral Robtrts 
t'ntHl"\ih 'Ide<'\. "Venture Into Fallh lII1d Oral 
R,Jbcrt, lem mecl1n~~ Intern;a!ional Church or 
tbt to\Jr<;quare Gospel ',deo. 'A Lool; S;Kk 
R, Brunt \1ilehtll booh Charlts Crabtr« 
boo>I;,' Jim Ttuber bool..~ for,ned), o",nell b) hIS 
late father. Andrev. Teuber Sharon tJ lard boo\;\ 

D A Woman With a Vision! from page 39 

Christians I1ke myself who are vita lly 
Interested til rcaclung men and women 
with the gospe l ": 

The mint ... try IS also accessible to 
the blind through the Internet. Paul 
We10gartner ... aid. "Ilardly a day goes 
by without a new n!quc~t commg 10.".'1 

Materrab arc now bemg sen t 10 almost 
every Sfatl! and ,ome 26 foreign coun* 
trres. 

The MIldrl!d Whit ney Library for 
the Blind ,tands a\ a tribute to its 
founder, a woman who for 45 years 
carried out a VISion for God's worl.. 
among the bltnd and reading disabled. 
In keeping wllh Wh itney's lifelong 
commitment to reaching blind persons 
wll h the go~pcl. the theme \'erse for 
Ihe Mildred Wlutney Li brary fo r the 
Bl ind is found in l'iaiah 35:5: "Then 
wil l the eyes of the bl ll1d be opened." 

James Banks has fond memories of 
M il dred Whilney. lie came to 
Springfidd a, nationa l represen tative 
for the blind, deaf. and handicapped III 

1976. and he ' ... ·orked with her for 
about 3 year ... be fore she ret ired and 
returned to WisconSin. He su ms up 
what 1110,t people wou ld have to say 
about he r: "A, far a~ I'm concerned, 
she IS the LihrJry fo r the Blind . She 
started the whole (h1Og, and II would 
not eXist wi thout her mput." Banks 
continues, "This is a case where God 
moved on an mdmdua l to help out the 
ellli re denoT1l lllatlOn, Th rough her, the 
Assemblies of God ministry to the 
blind came into being. And she did it 
out of shee r love and dedicati on and 
without a lot of remuneration.";'9 

NOTt::S 

I IfcT'>heli Moore. "A Motnenl of Bhnd,.,....,~:· 
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o AshCrOfUfrolll pa~e 23 

Then hi" prayers were anw,:ered a~ 
on January 4, 1995 he watched hi~ son 
being sworn 111 by Vice Pre"ident AI 
Gore In the Senate Chambers. 

The next day Ashcroft \' I ~ited hi~ 

oldest son. Bob, In Kansas C ity before 
mtending to return to Springfield from 
Washington, D,C. Instead, he wa" 
mshed to a hospital and died that 
evening of heaTl failure at age 83. 

He is survived by his wife Mabel; a 
brother, Samuel Ashcroft of NashVille. 
Tennessee; two sons, J. Robert "Bob" 
Ashcroft. Jr.. of Platte County, 
Missouri, and Senator Joh n D. 
Ashcroft, and e ight grandchild ren. He 
was preceded in death by a son, C. 
Wesley Ashcroft, and by hi s firs t Wife. 
Grace Ashcroft. Burial took place at 
Greenlawn Me morial Gardens In 

Springfie ld , Missouri. 
More than \.100 people attended 

the Memorial serv ice held on January 
9, 1995 at Central Assembly of God in 
Springfield, Missou ri. Philip 
Wannenmacher, who officiated at the 
serv ice, remarked, "No matter where 
you were, it might have been a con
venti on someplace and you would 
hardly even kn ow that he was m any of 
the conferences, but you wou ld find in 
your mailbox just a hand-scribbled 
note, 'You did so good. I'm proud of 
you.' He was that kind of encourager." .... 

Among those who paid tribute to 
Ashcroft was Dorsey Levell , director 
of the Counc il of Churches o f the 
Ozarks. He recalled how Ashcroft was 
instmmental in organi zi ng interde
nominational activities In the 
Springfield area, including the 
Chamber of Commerce' s annual 
prayer breakfast. According to Levell , 
"He was one of the firs t of the 
Assemblies of God people to reach out 
to other denominations. He was a man 
of prayer and faith." 

Glell" Goltr is a staff 
member of the AIG 
Archives 

J. Robert and Mabel Ashcrofl 

Joscph R. Flower, remembers that 
Ashcroft promoted in\'olvement 111 

politic" and civic affairs. Ashcroft 
once encouraged his father. J. Ro"wdl 
Flower, to mn "uccessfully for the 
Springfield City CouncIl. Lat er. when 
his son John Ashcroft became IIHere'>t
ed in politics, J. Robert Ashcroft gave 
hiS blessing. Flower says. " He 
be lieved ... a person',> Ch ri stian faith 
should be evidenced III eve ryday 
affai rs, including poli tics."" 

Thomas Trask, general supennten
dent of the Assemblies of God, also 
has high regard for Ashcroft's min
istry. "Dr. J. Robert Ashcroft has dis
tinguished himself WlthlO the 
Assemblies of God as a true Christian 
statesman. one who exempl ified the 
attributes of the Lord Je~us ChrISt. Hi s 
teachmgs o n, and example of. a life of 
prayer wcre a testimony to alt. He will 
be great ly mi ssed by the church and 
the church world at large."'" 

J. Robert Ashcroft had a favorite 
scripture verse which became hi'> 

motto: "Be kindly affectioned one to 
another with brotherly love; in ho nor 
preferring one another; not slothful in 
bus iness; fervent in spirit : servi ng the 
Lord" (Romans 12: I 0, II). He dai ly 
lived out this verse and often quoted it. 
In fact , he incorporated it into hi s sig
nature. Just above hi s name he would 
write the scripture reference for 
Romans 12: II ." He also used a crest 
with hi s name which included a tree. a 
lamp of leaming. and Greek words 

which tr.m ... lilte to " ... cr.l ng the L(ml." 
It IS ob\'ious that the ... e were "'lglllfieant 
to him. and they exhib ited hI'" keen 
mtere ... t 111 Chri ... tliln educat ion, prayer, 
and ... crnng Chmt Not onl y did the 
<;cnpturc motto and ere ... t appear on hIS 

perional ... tJlione1) 11\ laler year., but 
they also an:: 1Ilseribed on hi... tomh· 
... tone at Green!.l\\·n Ceme tery 111 north 
Springfield, \.11"~ouri 

Even a~ he coum.eJcd and prayed 
for his son John ~hortly before Ill'> 
death, Ashaoh lived Ollt thi~ motto to 
the end· "fer.·ent in "'Plnt, ~Cf\' 1Ilg the 
Lord." He Iml) Wib a man 01" prayer 
and fallh. 

....on:s 
Rvtlcrt bJ\\.l1,h The: R," J R,,, ... :n·\,h. "It 

I~II I<)<)~." TIIc .\c"/.roJ. r' "rnll):II<'loJ. \IO \. 
hnu.ll")o 7. I'-N~. r ~A 

'J Roben A,h<;",h IIIICI"'IC\\ b} Iklh ('h;ue. 
E\;III~eI ('otle~e Oral H"lol). !'eblll"'" II. I~\H 

'J R"ho;rt A,h~roll 'Hko Inlel"' le\\ h~ l'duh 
Btu1llho.lfer. ~a I<lM~ 

'eha."" mICI"""\\. Fel>ru3J) II I<;I\K 
'Jane IkoJman. "J RI>t>o:rt ,\,h<;r..,11 Whal J Gn';ll 

1)3..1 Ih~ Co\cml,r .la,." Sp,mg./i("/J' \f'/I{":Inc. 
Sl'plemN:r 1<)87. fl ~() 

"Ch:bC IIIlcl""l'\\. Fet-Illa/) II I<;~R 
'Blurnhofcr ,nICl"'ll'\\. ~3 1<J1I~ 
'Chaloe IIIICI""l'\\. Feblll31) II. I<J~I( 
'J Rohcn A,h~roh. "nn"lenal till' 

Bill Maurer. "A'hvofh 'htl. ~(Ilh "nn"cr.al). 
7h~ D,II/.1\·I'''.1 (Sl'nngfidd. \101. ~el'leUlhcr I~. 
l<JR<;. r 2R 

Rw) Cha,c. "1'11"'1 T\\Q EC Prc'ldl'nh 
Rl'm.;mhcr P (' l\cI\on." Fe T',,,/II,,"" .'.l (\iar,h 
19<i-l) 2 

'Obnu3J). Thl' .'\·I'" .• ·IL<IlI~r i~l'nngf,cloJ. MOl. 
Janu3J)' 8. I '-N<; 

'1111' He,,·un. FehruJf) I'N~. I' I 
"J Rohcn ,\,hauf. ,nll'r\ll',", h)' Beny Cha'IC. 

E"angel College Or:ll 111,1<"1). \lan:h 2. I<JKR 
'Gl'tlcru/ Cmwn/\fmutc •. 19<;~. fiJi lll·~1 
"Tal.cn In>!n now, rrel'an:oJ hy Be!!> Cha,c. 

E\;m~el Collq:c Ar.:h"·,,t Janu3J) 19')~ 
'Beu) Cha.."" n"ln. January 1 'N~ 
··ll1f..,rlOal ('U111I1lCnI' of J Kot>cn·\\hewfl. 

"ugU\1 n. 19!HI. p -l E\angct College Orallll\iI'l) 
E\"an~d Collcge AI"I:h"c\ 

'Tht' ('up ('enlral B,1l1e In,IHule), 19S9. p 17 
·lh"l. P I~ 
''' I're\ldcnc~ 0 1 Ccntral Blhtc In\l>lule and 

E~angcl Colkge To Be Sep~ralcoJ July 1<;6.1. 
1'~m~n>fldl b·ungtl. hnuJI) 11. 1% ,. r 211 

"J Robert A'heron ,nll'r~,C\\ b)' Belly Cha'IC. 
Evangel College Oralll'~lol)". I"'ehruary 2<;. I<JKH 

"HIt Rim",. February 199~. p .'1. J Kl,h<;n 
A~haoflllCrwnal dala 'IK"Ct I"'cbrual)" I<JS2 

"'J :lJ1C Iledrn.:m. " J Roben A~hcroft What J 

Creal I)ad Ihe CI)\crnor lias:' SI'''''Id,~IJ' 
M"g":rn~. SC(lIcmber I<JS7. p ~I 

"TI/~ 8rr~UtI. February l'rH. p I 
·fbuf. P 2 

".\tn/Ill /(tlr<l.l~. May I. 1991 
"Pcter K John .. on. "Lasl Word, To A Sun."' 

f'cmetl'J1,,1 f:nll/gel. June IS. I<J<J<;. P ~ 
'"'1 Roben A,heroft UlClHonal foloJer. January 9. 

199~ 
. 'John,on. p 8 
"Tile Rue"". Fehruary 199~. p ~ 
"John~on. pp. 8·9 
"lIlId 
"Tht 8tTe(l1I. Fel>ruary 1995. p 4 
"Ed\\ards. p. ~A 
"'Obuuary. rh~ Ne><J·Uulil'r (Spnnglichl. MO). 

J~nuary S. I 'NS 
"J Robert A~h"ofl Slgnalure. Assemblies of Cod 

An;hl\"es 
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o RVerS/from pa.d9 

leer .... according to Palm:k Donaolo. 
"Pa\10r<:. loo!" at RVef'. ,\\ an CXlcn\.on 
of their church, <1\ Pilrt of the ir 111l\· 

'IOn .. outreach," !)unadlo ' ,lid 'Tm1y. 
they have become ml ... .. ,o naru.! .. Ul the ir 
n:tlnng yea ..... ," 

And "'lIh the n\tng co .. ! ... III bUild
Ing \ upphc\ and Con \ tnH.;IIOIl , th e 
grm'lIlg army of RVer" arc pourin g 
unknown amount" of moncy Into 
hudlhng fund ... of churche .... collt!gc\, 
campground .... and Teen C hall enge 

Nothmg could make Ihe 
Imlollluabic Pat Donadio happier ..... 

Patrick J)oll:ulio 

Pcr\OIlS \\j..,hin~ to get involved in 
the RVers mini stry. or in other vol
unteer OPI)Orlunitics in the U.S., can 

\Hitc to P~tlri ck Donadio. 01-11\1 
!\IAPS Dqmrtmcnt Secretary. 1~.t5 
Boonville, Springfield, MO 65802. 
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Heritage is 
available in 
book form? 
Yes, we've copied and bound 

the firSI 54 issues of /ferilllge 
(198 1-94) into two big books. 
H ere's morc than a thousand 
pages with featu res on people 
who helped form the NG and tllC 

oncs God sent later to develop 
churches. missiOns. and minisUies. 
If you like well-researched stori es 
w ith variety in your reading, 
you'll love lhesc Heritage 
reprints. Scores of rare photographs 
make this a collector's dream. 

Readers have discovered how 
difficult it i s to put down Ihis 
Heritage reprint once they crack 
its covers. Now. you can order 
your own 2-val. sct and enjoy 
hours of reading pleasure. Or, this 
gold mine of Pentecostal hi story 
is ideal for birthday and anniversary 
gifts and should be in every 
church library. 

Order by mail or phone today! 

$59.95 
Plus sh ipping and handling charges. 
Order No. 750- 155. 

~RCHIVES 
1445 Boonville Avenue 
Springfield, MO 65802·1894 
Or Call Toll Free (800) 641-4310 

SEE ORDER FORM ON HACK I'AGE 



PHOTOS FROM ODR READERS 

Today is the day of 
Salvation 

SPECIAL GOSPEL 
MEETING 

EVERYONE TNVITEDL.o
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Place Time 

EUGENE, 
OREGON 

Oregon Youth Focus on 
Evangelism During WWII 

The youth of the Assembly of God Tabernacle, 
Eugene, Oregon, sponsored SPCCild gospel 
meetings during World \Var II and used the 
advertising handbill shown on the left. Scated 
between their pastors, Roy and Virginia Reed, 
arc the three Flowcrdcw sisters; standing, from 
the left, are Lela Hollester, Marvel GlIY, Lee 
Gay, Lois Anderson, noyal Roberts, Wade 
Eaton, Howard Jurgensen, and Lynn R. 
Anderson, Sr. Scated at the piano is Eunice 
Jurgensen. The church is no," Willamctlc 
Christian Center and pas to red by Stephen P. 
Savelich. Photo courtesy of Lois Anderson 
Smith, Springfield, Missouri, whose son Lynn 
Anderson is the librarian at Central Bible 
College. 
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RERiTAGE 
1445 BOONVILLE AVENUF 
SPRINGFIELD MO 65802-1894 

Execut i\'cs eleele!! Qt fl rs l Ge ller" 1 Council Mrc kneeling in 
rronl. From the left. J . W. Welch, M. M. Pinson, T. K. Leonard. 
,J. Roswell Flower. Cyrus II . l' ocLdrr. llowllrd Coss, E, N. Btll. 
lind I). C. O. Opperman. 

$59.95 
54 Greal Back Iss.es II AI& 
Herllage In twl vllumes. Over 
1.000 pages wllb Indexes. 

The History Features Everyone ShQuld Reqd 

HERE'S )fOlUR TICKET 

TO OUR EXCITING PAST 
We've combined the first 54 issues --morc than 1,000 
pages--of the Assemblies of God Heritage magazine for 
the history books of the decade. DOD't miss these exciting 
features and photos that will give you a new look at our 
grand past. Enjoy big savings too as the annual cost for 
the same issues (1981-94) would be more than $130. 
CLIP TICKET BELOW OR CALL TOLL FREE 800-641-4310 

1445 BOONVILLE AVENUE 
SPRINGFIELD, MO 65802-1894 

YOUR 
TICKET 

Yes, ] want _ _ set(s) of the Heritage reprint at $59.95 
(750-155) per set, plus 10% postage and handling. 
NAME~~ ______________ _ 

ADDRESS, _____ ~~~-~~-----
CITY STATE ZIP ___ _ 

is toGPH# 
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