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HERITAGE LETTER 
-------------------- ------------------
"Living by Faith" 
A Story of Paul and Belly Wells 
By Wayne Warner 

Living by faith, ill jesfls ahm'e. 
Trusting, confiding ill lIis grear lo\'c; 
From all harm safe ill fli s shelterillg arm, * 
I 'm {ivi1lg by faith al/dfeelno afarm. 

James .Wc~! s penned th~ -,\-~~d" In 1918 to the great go .... pcl 
favonte. L1\'Ing by ralth. But he would not lin! to .... cc 

his newly bom son Paul grow up to hve out that ~ong 111 hl\ 

own life and 111 1l11l1islry to other ... For James was killed III 

a car accident when Paul wa~ 7 year,> of age. 
He would live long enough. however. to scc IllS anI) 

child lcam the rudiments of hving by faith 111 a godly home 
in Collinsville, Oklahoma. 

As a layman, James led the singing 111 their local church 
and planted Sunday schools 111 the Will Rogers cOllntry II 
few mil es nonheast of Tulsa, His son would inherit those 
musical and church Intere~ts and use them in hamleh and 
mctropohtan areas around the world, 

Paul stood with hIS mother around his father'" hospilal 
bed after that 1925 accident, watchIng his life ebb from 
him. One of the last sounds he heard from his father was 
an utterance in tongues. The memory of that experience 
has never left him. 

It was difficult for James' widow and son to face IlllS 
hean-breaking loss, bUllhey knew personally Ihe God who 
cou ld help Ihem. The God of whom James had wrillen: 

/ care 1I0r rmlay \Ihal rhe morroll' may bring. 
If shado\\' or Sllnshine or min. 

The Lord / knOll ntfeth 0 'er everything, 
Alld all of m} 1I'0rT}' is I'aill. 

Mrs. Wells, wanting to live closer 10 relatives, took her 
young son and moved 10 California where Paul grew up 
during the Great Depression. It was a move destined to 
shape Paul 's life toward the ministry. While allending a 
ch ildren's church service al the Assembly of God in Taft, 
California, Paul felt a call 10 Christian service. It was a call 
from which he would never get away. 

Then came the shocking news during hi s early teens 
that he had con tracted tuberculosis. Because it is a conta­
g ious disease, the doctors sent Paul to the TB ward at a 
hospital in Keene, California- a place that offered patients 
some comfort but little hope for the futu re. But the same 
God Mrs. Wells and Paul knew in Oklahoma was III 

California, 
Tho'rempesrs may bloll' and the storm clouds arise, 

Obscllring rhe brig/Ilness of life, 
I'm never alarmed ar the overcast skies: 

The Master looks 011 at the strife. 
Paul's mOlher believed God had an answer for her son's TB 

and one day brought Pastor L. O. Hall inlO what some had called 
• Son'll: hymn books h3\'C thiS hne as. "S3fc from all harm In HIS shehcnng arm" 

• • 

!';lul and Beil) Well;, on the c\ullj!eli"tic field in 1947. 

the hospltaJ'~ death ward Pa-.tor Iiall prayed and God 
answered, healtng Paul's lungs complete!) 

It would not be a death \",ard for Paul Well,,' Now at 
age 79. he IS sl111 actm! III Ihe Il1tnl\try ilnd never expen­
enced lung trouble after the pa\tor'" pra)cr 

A fter graduatlllg from high school. Paul knew that God 
was leading tum II1to a radio mlnl\tr) Ills Idea wa:. to 

\lI1g and play hIS alto saxophone on a Il\e program he 
called "The Gospel in Song:' He knew a radIO audience 
would apprecIate In~plnng go~pel songs and h) mn~, 

It was a bold "fep of faith for the teenager \\ ho dldn't 
have much money and not even a ptanist for the program. 
Then ~omeone told hIm of Belly Rockwell. a good pialll<"1. 
so he talked with her about his propo~ed radio mllmlry. 
Although Betty was not a Chri<.,ttan at the I1mc, Paul 

In 1938 Paul and Betty 
went on the air " live" with 

"The Gospel in Song" over 
KPMC in Bakersfield. 

needed a piarw,t-saved or not- and she agreed 10 help 
him with the program. 

One day in 1938. the two yOllng musicians traveled the 
30 miles to Bakersfield where the Mutual station KPMC 
presented them " li ve" (the only practical way to broadcast 
before the advent o f wire and tape recorders) with ' 'The 
Gospel in Song." 

Paul had no car," Betty sa id recently with a chuckle, 
"so my aunt loaned him her 1935 Chevrolet so we could get 
to the station each week." 

The couple would also sing and play in rev ivals and 
other chu rch meetings. But all was not weB wi th Betty's 
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'plfltuaill fc After plaYlIlg for , hurch '>Crnt.:c ..... ,he ... ~LP{X'J 
out 10 U<lIlI.:C" and ... how... "1 \\,.\ under com Kllon:' ... he ';lId. 
''<lI1d \\iI" ' iI\cd 10 a Pcntccm,ta l Chun.:h of God rI!\"i\al 

Iklty ",<I" not on ly \avcd dunn!! the broauCiI\1 1l1lmQr). 

... he a l ... o agreed 10 tx·cmnr.: \1r,. Paul Wells In llJ-lO! 
Togclhl'r they worked 11\ the Tal! churr.: h ilnd ... ang 111 church 
faill e ... and ,en'ICc.!'" throughout Kern County_ 

But then \omcllung ,Irrcc!cd their ltvc ... <I ... It thd 1111111011\ 
o f other\ <1 11 ove r the g l()~ W(lrld War II The third \'cr\c 
01 h. \ lather\' " LI Ving b~ I-<lIlh" could have becn .... nHcn 
C" I'lCChlll y for thc<'c lime, ii' Paul wa\ drJhcd mto the aml~ 

I ktum rJIll! lit, Illld\' \I'ill nmi" ItIl' 111m', 
No mOUn 1111(/( 1'\'11.\ bt,ti(/(-

\\ 'In' should I thl'1I ClIrl', 

tho' rhl' 1/'1111'/'\1 I1IlI\' hh"" 
If It'_HlS walkl do_lt- to my Jit/t'? 

And k!'.u\ did waH .. d()~e 10 hi" "ide tn Ihe Arm) 
Medll.:;!1 Corps and g<l\'e hll11 opportullItle", to learn from 
olhe r ... <lnd 10 Illtnl"ta III Texa,,_ Fir"t al Camp Barkley near 
Ahllene "God leild~ 1/1 "Ir,mge \I,.ays," Beny "aid, "and It 
\\;\" a ttOlt' o f traintng nol onl y In hI " army dutie", but a]..,n 
for .. !ulure tllllll "try." 

Paul ilnd Belty atlended the A<;sembly o f God III 

Ahllene and plunged nght IIlto a variety of mtnl "tne", at thc 
encourage ment of Pa <., tor \V, -\ .\Iic.:Cann They conducted 
"t rcet "crvlCC", chapel "erVlCC" ilt Camp Barkley, chtldren \ 
Illllmtr)', radIO broadca ... "" c ho ir, played their tnstntmell«" , 
anti "ang III a quartet 

Paul became a supply "erge,1tl1 and soon wa') known ,b 
" The S inging Sergeant " The p<l\lor", and evangell\l", who 
c;une to know Paul and Beny at convcn tl ons and ralll e ... 
e ncouraged them to seck the Lord for a future mllllStry aftl!r 
Ihe war e nded, 

And being 111 Te.'~a'" dunng the war, thcy were gIven 
opponu llIllC", to mllll\lCr with wcll·known evange ll >:.ts o f 
the d'I)" lIlcJudlllg Glady" Pear.;on, Margaret Plunkett . Fe m 
Iluff"tut le r, and Brac)' Greer, Ltter the arm)' trJ n"fcrred 
Paul to Camp Crowder. Ilt.~ar Joplin . Mi ... souri. Th!,;y 
bd lc\'cd that If God open .. a door, dedicated believers 
... hould wa lk throug h It. ~o II wa ... n't long before the)' we re 
a ...... l ... ttng Pastor s. K. Blfne In the Joplin Asscmbly of God 

Fa ll ow ing hi>:. discharge, Paul and Belt)' visi ted WIt h their 
famtly. But they had somcthlllg el se o n their mllld ... 

God had called them to e\i.lngcll/c, and they had three 
c hurr.:hc ... lined up for meetlllg\. And he began preparalion" 
for the mlillstry, taklllg corrl!~ pondencc cour<ie<i fro m 
Bcre3n College (now Berean Ulllver~HY in Spnngficld) and 
Chillicot he (MIssouri) T heologica l Semi nary. 

Fort Sllllth, Arkansa", wa~ fir>:.t on the ir li st for a re\lval 
campatg n. the first for Paul and BellY to Iry their wing ... , 
Then II was on to SI. Lom>:. and the world. Today the ir 

\Va) Ill.' Warner b dir~tor of the ,\ 'ssemblie.) 
of God Archhes and edilor of lIeriloge. III.' 
is author of The noman El'angelist (Maria 
It Wood\\orth.Eller): Katll')" K'lhlm(lII; 
The lI ilman fit-hind the Miracles; and com­
piler of two books on Smith Wiggle\\orth's 
~l'rmun,: 'tll c \/lOilllillg of lIi~ Spirit :uul 
O"/y lJelicl'f:. 

Illcm(lnc'" return to tho,e mcctlllg" dunn~ the I;\le 1940" 
Thefe \\cre healing". dch\cran(c". and conn.'f"lon"There 
\\l're "mall ehun.:hc". like the one III :-'1erkcl. Tna". to the 
larg~'r one .... hke hN :h"embl), In Kan ... a" CII) . \It ...... oun, 
p .. "tllred at the time by ,\ A \\"Iison . 

rwo (;I{ICS <;tand OUI IIltho\e carl) meetlilp. In Frr.:"no, 
Caltforllla. a rc\-w,11 ran for 9 \\ecks, and III Scattle. 
W<lshlngton, 8 wcek~ Most mectings ran atle,l ... t 2 wed,,,. 

A meetlllg they (ondu(teLl for Pa"lOr SlIlglcton III Santa 
Paula. north of Los Angek", Wi! ... Lle"t1l1ed to change their 
mll1l\try. Later when Smgleton re ... lgned the pa\torille, he 
called Paul and Belt)- to "l!C If they would be II1tere~ted III 

candidatlllg for the ChUfCh They gave Sing leton perml',· 
.... on to \ugge\t their name ... to the church board a" po"'~lble 

t 
( ~1B 

" :1U1 alld Bett) Wells \\ere p:l !> tor!> of this Asscmhl) of God, Santa 
J>~lu'a, Cal ifornia, noll' The Christi:ln Center. in 1950, \\hen the lint 
phase of the complcx ":10; huilt. They "ere pastor~ for 39 )C:lr,!,. 

candidates. After 3 112 Yl!ar<;. Ihey thought It wa\ time to 
\cHle down for a whil e, and Santa Paula mi ght Just be the 
place in January 1949. 

Many mll1i <i te r" would have kept right on gOll1g after 
"eelllg whal Santa Paula had to o ffe r. 

The 26' x 33' c hurch budding was a fomlcr hou ... e with 
the part itions knocked out. A ~ mall garage wa, used for 
Su nday school rooms. The par~onage boaSled SOO ~quilre 
feet wil h a d irt floor. When Paul and Be lly candida ted ror 
the churc h. 29 membcrs were on the roll -one Ilmel of 
the m did not vote for them. Enough <i UppOil from Ihe ot he r 
members, however, gave tbem the pastorate. 

The new pastor'> o f Santa Paula were in their first pas· 
torate, and they had accepted a challenge, 10 say the least. 

But Ihey went to work Immed iately and convlIlced Ihe 
churc h that they needed to relocate. The congregati on 
agreed, and within a year, they had built a 250-seat sanctu­
ary al 8th and Ventura Streets. And not only thaI. they 
could boast to the Southern Californi a Distrlct office that 
Santa Paula had 126 in Sunday sc hool. Later they set a 
Sunday sc hool record of more than 600. 

In Ihe years {hat followed. Paul led the congregation on 
bUIlding programs that added a fellowship hal1, church 
offices, more Sunday school rooms, a preschool. a klllder· 
ganen. and an e lemen tary school. 

Acondition for Paul 's acce ptance of the Santa Paula pa\· 
torate was that he be g iven opportunity to preac h two 

revival crusades in the <i ta te<i each year and one cnlsade 
overseas every othe r year. Si nce that time he has traveled 
the g lobe. preaching in many countries and chalking up 
more than 2 milli on air miles for the Kingdom. 

Conlinued all page 24 



Early Days oUlle Pelltecostal Rellewal ill Millllesota 

A PIONEER MINISTER AND 
MISSIONARY REMINISCES 
By Anna Berg 

W hen I was about 5 years old. my 
father took me with hun 10 a 

church where a revival mcc\lI1g was 
In progress. That larger church III 
MlJlllcapolis, Minnesota. wu .... In the 
mi<ht of a great and spontaneous out­
pouring of the Holy Spirit. Crowd" 
filled the auditorium nightly a~ the 
congregation yielded to the Holy 
SpIrit III praising and bless ing God. 
the unsaved. who came out of curios­
ity or a desire 10 scoff. were convict­
ed of their sin and acknowledged 
Christ as Sav io r and Lord. 

I be lieved in the power of ChriM 
to save and to heal. My father and 
mother taught us tin the home. Daily 
devotions and prayer were a part of 
Ollf lives. [ also undcrslOod. though 
vague ly. some things regarding th e 
workings of the Hol y Spirit. But it 
had never occurred to me that this 
blessing from God was allio fo r chil­
dren. 

In that meeting I saw a g irl on ly a 
year older than myself go to people in 
the audience and plead with them to 
give their hearts to Christ. Many 
broke down weepin g and surrendered 
to the Lord as a resu lt of thi s gi rl's 
simple but si ncere testimony. This 
made a deep and lasting impression 

Anna Ih llson Uerg ( t897 - 1990) grew up in 
a Pentecostal home and became a minister 
with her father. Afler her marriage to 
Arthu r Hcrg, they pastored and then sen-cd 
as missionaries in the Congo (now Zaire), 
For many ycars they p;lstored a l Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. TIlis article was origi. 
nally published in Paraclete, winter 1979 

on Ille 

\1) fathcr. Carl \1 Iian ... on. had 
been lmraculou~h healed It \\a ... In 
1895 \\ hen he \\ ,; ... worklllg \\'lIh hi'" 
brother III souther :-"Ilnnc ... ota The) 
were sawing wood \\ Ith iI power ... a\\ 
\\ hen Ill) fathers hand \\ iI ... caueht 
and a fingcr \e\"ered In freellng \\~n­
ter temperature they drO\'e 111<\n) 
miles In a hor<;e-drawn sleigh to get 
help. 

When they reached the doctor'~ 

office my father wa:. sutTenng e\cnlci­
allng pain from blood pOl ... omng. T\vo 
doctor... \\orked steadily hoping to 
save hl~ life. They con~idered ampu­
Wtlll g the am1 as the only mt!an ... , 

" In 1895, while I was 
holding m eetings ;md 

preaching the full gospel, 
a pe rson came through 
and spoke in tongues 
as in Acts 2:4." 
C;.r1l\1. !-Janson 

then deCIded it was too late even for 
that. The doctors expressed thclr sor­
row and concern to my mother and 
ot hers and took theIr depanure. 

In that lone ly hour of death m> 
father cried to the Lord and rededi­
cated hIS li fe to Ilim. God mercifully 
heard and spared hnn. To the surpri se 
of all around who were waiting for 
him to die, he opened his eyes. The 
fever was gone. The sign" of blood 
poisoning were gone. He was healed. 

As a resu lt of this experience. my 
father began giving testimony wher­
ever doors were open to him: 111 

churches . schoo lhouses. ho mes, and 
mi ssions. The response was amaL­
ing. Everywhere people were saved. 
Thi s was usuall y followed by a con­
suming de sire for more of God's 
power in their lives. 

Some time later my father wrote 
describi ng those days: " In 1895, 
while I was holding meetings and 
preaching the full gospel. a person 
came thro ugh and s po ke In 

IOngues as in Ac ts 2:4." 

"Two year ... later I pra) cd \\ Ith 
another "oul for tht! baptl ... m In the 
Holy Sptrlt ... honly alterward thl.! 
Sptrlt camt! on her. She leapcd. 
~houted, pral'.ed God. !'.ang. 
propheSIed. and ... poke mother 
tongue ... 

"Two )ear, alter thiS. I wa ... 
led to get alone wllh God All ilt 

once like a rushmg might) \\ md 
the "'plrllttal Jtmo"'phcrc \\<1, 

cleared and my \\ hole belli!! \\;\ ... 
enlightened The alOnmg bloQd 01 
(hri ... !. Juqlf) mg me before God. 
made c\'er) thlllg dear. The lIoh 
SPlf1t then a ... a Pcr ... on tool... po ... -
... e""'lOn of l-ils temple. <;peaksng m 
mher tongul.! .... I Idt m) ... t!1t ;\ 11 ... -
tencr and an lIlstrument In the 
hand or the Alnllghty" 

Our famll\ later mo\ed from 
r-.1111ncapol1 ... and Wt! ll\ed lor 

man) ) ear ... on a farm ncar Dalton. 
Mlnllt! ... ota Thcre wert! no t!\an 
gt!ilcal "cn ICt!, nt!arby so \\e \\ere 
do.!pri\!.!d of a church homt!. Thc 
love and work of God 11\ our 
hearts \\erc k!.!pt aflame by thl! 
family altar, l!.!l1er .... , and occa"'lOn­
al VI~lt .... of fnends. plu ... thc 
report .... of God's \\'orl... 111g 11\ van 
ous part<; of the coulltr) r-. 1) 
brother Lloyd In hIS spart! t11ne 
would pray and commune \\ Ith thc 
Lord for hours. The tlmt! ... whcn 
my father came home Irom Ill', 
meeting... \\!.!re often like 1I1ml 
camp meellngs a ... he led u ... III 
"111g11lg and pral ... lng the Lord 

It was my privilege to trav!.!1 
w ith my father durl1lg the ... Ull1ll1er 
god blessed 1I1~ Word and no!\ ]\:ab 
followed Wc reJolccd 10 see th!.! 
worl... of the Lord l1lcrea .... e But 
Ihcre was ofwn opposition Many 
t1tl1CS my father's life was threat­
e ned and I n danger but he \\ as 
protccted by G od's int e rve ntIon. 

I ha\e been in mectings wllh 
hun w h1 ch were rudely l1lt e rrupt ­
ed by angry mobs. Egg~. toma­
toes, and even s tones were 
thrown. In te nt mec tin g~ t ill.! ropes 
we re so me times c ut and at times 
bu rne d. But the Wo rd o f th c Lord 
spread . The co nvictio n was grow­
in g that "thi s is that " which was 
prophesied by Jocl. God was pouring 
out His Spiri t upon a ll Oesh. 

My hu sband Arthu r was al so 
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brought up III it ch n .... (lan home. III .... 
mnlher had been rnlnu; ulou .... ly hf.:iIled 
whLle ... 1111 In Norway. Cornlllg to the 
cou ntry ... he aligned hcr .... elf wi th peo­
ple who belie .... ed III God .... power to 
'a .... e from 'Ill and heal d l .... e ...... e'. 
Although her hu .... b,md \\a .... nOt a 
Chmtlall .... he In .... tdled In her farnll) ;l 

rcal fallh In a li ving Christ When 
they heard about the glori ou ... ou t­
pouring of the Holy SP IfLI. their 
hcan .... were open and God mct them 

When Arthur wa, a boy of 14 he 
gavc hi '" life 10 Chm,t and wa ... filled 
wi th the Iio ly SPirit. That Illce\l ng wa 
de scnbed In an earl y account entitled , 
" HI \(orica l Sketche... of the 
MLIlllcapolis Gospe l Tabemacle." 

The WfL ler .. ays ··Brother 
Wilham Durham of Chicago. 1Il1ll0 1S. 

wa .... on hE' way 10 Ihe \Vesl Coa't He 
came to MlIlIleapoli ..... Ihen. decldmg 
to take a dIfferent rou le to the CO:ISI. 
he rem,III11;d I I day.,. 011. what glon 
ou~ days. days of heaven on earth I 
What unny. what lover It \"as mde · 
sc nbable. Heans were melted togeth­
er III the love of God love that 
knew no fear: love that sought out the 
unlovely one; love that cou ld not M!e 
the mote in a brother's eye. 

'This love of God soon gnpped 
the hearts of the children . They 100 

felt the presence of God III the Imdst 
of HIS people . Paren ts who had diffi­
culty before III gelling Iheir children 
10 attend church now found It difficult 
to get them to go home. Every !Ught 
the altars were fi ll ed with men. 
women. and clil ld ren secking God A 
great number wcre ~a\"ed and about 
25 were filled v.lth Ihe Holy SpIrit. 

''The following summer a bap­
t i ~ma l service was held on the banks 
of the Miss issippi River where 30 
followed the Lord in baptism. Thl' 
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Ih(' aulhor "ilh her father, 
C. \1. Hanson. in 1910. 
\rula assisted her (alher in 
C\;tnl:clblic meelinl: .... 

mcluded many chLldren" \1 )" hus­
band wa" one of tho .... e t:hLldrcll. 

W hat wcre somc of the t:harac ler­
I ... tICS of those da\"s') Flr ... t 

there was splrltual hung~r Pcopl~ 
e\"erywhere .... cc mcd to be drivcn by a 
deep hunger and thlr ... t to seck God. 

O ld-timers in !\ linn e~lJ1ol is 

remembered the "days 
or heaven on earth" \\ hen 
William Durham conducted 
meetings there in 1910. 

This was not always for a .... pecific 
need or special bles ... lng. They wanted 
more of the Lord hlm ... elf It was not 
unusual for people to pray for hour ..... 
dl<iregardmg personal comfon In the 
heat of the summe r (no aIr con(lIlIon­
Illg then) o r cold of the winter. 11 mat­
tered !lOt. They wanted God. No le ... ~ 
than HIS best would satisfy. 

There was a noticeable dl ... rcgard 
of lime. No one seemed to watch the 
clock. Service ... were often lengthy. but 
no one was heard to complain . Food 
and rest were secondary. The Impor­
tant th ing was meetmg with God and 
allowing His lIoly Spirit to work . lI is 
authority \Va<i recognized. sought after. 
and followed mo ... t carefully. 

Another characten stic of the peo­
ple was wholehearted devotion. Lives 
we re completely dedicated. regard­
less of criti c ism or persec utio n. 
People took very literally the 
Sc ripture. " He that loveth father of 
mot her more than me is not worthy of 
me" (Mallhew 10: 37). Also. 
··Whosoever. .. fo rsaketh not all that 
he hat h, he cannot be my di SC Iple'· 
(Lu ke 14:33), 

This devotion to God was exem-

pltfll.'d h~ a farmer III K .. n .... a .... On a 
Sunday mormng neighbor .... dro\e mto 
hiS yard, offenng to a ....... l ... t III harvc ... t­
mg IllS grain They knev. the Ilatch 
family went to church regularly on 
Sunday ..... but they were quite unpre­
pared for hl~ an ... wcr· 

··\Jo. my fnend..... I apprecIate 
you r kll1dne.~s and offer of a ....... "tance 
more than I tan tell. Butl can't do the 
har,·c ... 1Lng today. thi S IS the Lord"s 
day. We have four young sons. I must 
lake my family to the hou"e of the 
Lord .. 

The neighbor., SIOOO silently by 
as Mr. Hatch glanced once more at 
thl.! darkening skie .... thcll re ... o lutely 
hitched hl~ horses to the wagon for 
the trip to church. 

The rain ca me in torrents and the 
beaullful grain crop wa ... nuned The 
slalh wcre lashed and beatcn mto the 
ground by the dnving wllld and ram. 
Some people shook their heads and 
saId 11 wasn't necessary to be so 
fanatIcal he should have saved his 
crop 1I1stead. 

But hfe's harvest I .... not always 
reaped 111 a smgle season That nllned 
crop wa ... not the end . True. the fa ther 
lo.st hiS g rain. but he savcd hIS boys. 
They never forgot that Lllc idenl. Years 
have pas ... ed. They afe grown men 
today. They with 10 ot her brothers 
and sister ... are all scr\"lng the Lord . 
Three arc III the mmistry ; four sisters 
are mllllster's wives. 

When they meet together for a 
fa mily reunion. the o lder brothers fre­
quently point back to that memorable 
Sunday morning. They tell again how 
their father chose 10 lake then to 
church rather than slay home and 
save IllS crop. The now aged fathe r 
listens and smiles in gratitude to the 
Lord who had enab led hIm to save 
the real c rop . 

In those early days of the 
Pentecos tal revival the Ho ly 
SPlflt c mphas ized the message of 
Ihe Lord Jes us Chnst. By 
prophe ti c ulleranceand interpreta­
tion of tongu es the message was 
repeated time and again. "Jesus is 
coming soo n- go!" Sometimes it 
see med cveryone fe lt called of God to 
go and preach the gospe l. The burn­
ing des ire to witness was the com­
pelling force. There were cOllage 
meetings, neig hborhood meetings, 
s t reet m ee ti n gs. mi ss io n s. and 
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Ilrimili l I.' Ii, in l,: condilion, a l !'u rl le ' Iou nlaill'" 
' orl h I)akol:., earl ~ ill Ihi .. l·cnlu r.l. 

111'10'" Ih~e h ll) 'I inne"ol;. p ioneer, helped 
e .. I;.bli..h A~ .. emhl ie, ur (,ud chu rches in Ihe 
ll)ller 'lid" e .. 1. The ulder l,:ener <l liun 'l iII 
reco~n i.,e Ihem :." Fran!. I.i nd (IU i~1. left, :lIId 
J :ItIl C~ ' Ien/ ie. 

,-

I hrel.' 1," ;'II~elhb "hrin~in~ in Ihe )ht •• 1 1'," in the 19:W,. 
From IIII' lert. ' l a~I"'t;l!.l'. "lIa RKkle~. :lIId HI;m('hl.' 
IIrillolin. 

Memories From 
the 

Upper Midwest 
"Ser vices were often 
lengthy, but no one was 
hcard to complain . . . The 
important thing was 
meeting God and 
allowing His Holy Spirit 
to work." Anna Berg 

rhe aullmr ;\IId hl'r lIu .. h:Uld 'rthur IIt~ 

"ere mi'~ion:lnl".II:l~tor'. ;llId (>\;)n!:l'li~t,. 

• 

11 1,'10\\. e:l r l ~ (' ,:lII!:l.'lbb and "orker'> conduct­
i n~ a reI h:ll ml.'cti n ~. 110" m:ln) t an JIIlI Iden­
ti fy'..' 
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P HOTOS FROM OCR READERS 

lIo llni", \\ ilker~(>Il (;\ Ir" J nhn ). Fort " !lr lh h"I:H\, dnn;lled Ihi, mi',inn_~ cOIIH'nlinn phutogr:ljlh to the .\rdli\(~\. I he I.:OllnlliiOIl .. a~ hl'ld at 
Fir, . Pi'nl trO'i!"] ('hurf h {1I1l" Fir!>! h\('llIhl,' I, ('11" ('hmd, Ohin. al)/Jul 19311-38. .,ht'll Jlmmie'1> f:llher, D. ", 110110\\ ;I~ {~ t:lIldinj.! "'cnlld from 
r ij.!hll II :" pa\IM. S('all'd from the h.- ft. !"litahclh (.\lr~. (;l'url:e) W(Mld. ("hin,l: \rllle ":herh:lrdl, India: Filecn F.d":lnh. India: \ ! :Irie 
StCllh:u n. C hin,l: \I n. I), 1'. lIollo'HI). 1);I\tor', \.ife: Edith SllfIIl!! IItdin; ,Hid \ inkl Wil!.:o'l(. South 'frilil, St;lIldinj.! frOIll the lert. Bud 
,lo rj.!.III . \0111: Ic,ull'r: J . O. S;I' ('II. ,pl'akt'r: L(lrena and Olen;! \lortl;tnd . .'>pt:!.:i;11 ,inger,: 11011o" a~: dlld \la~ n;lrd .... etcham. India. 

'I h i\ 'ill"emlwr C()\l' r (I f Tir e Tracker nm~:lIi!l t fC:Hu rc\ the 11111" Houw\el t pille 
nq~ :111 in Ihc lI i~h " a~ \1i \\ ion T:l lu:rnudl.'. I lIl h :lnd Sll l'inl: Si reeh. 
Phi ladelphia . The or!:all .. liS buill b) II . L Roo;,e\elt . !'re.,id enl T heodore 
R,)(he\ elCs cous in. in HIS" . In 1986 a de\;\, t:llinJ! fire nea rt) dC\lro)ed the pre· 
Ch it \ \ ar buildinJ.: . The orJ.::m :lIId the hui ldinj:: .. ere being reno\a led al Ihe 
lime. ' I he Or!:an lI iSlorical Societ~. " hi{' h publishes Tire Tracker, ' I)()n.'>ored a 
recilal on the or!:an . Jul~ ... 1996. h} or)::rni \t Ros.1 lind \lohn ..... n. The societ) 
pre ... e nted a pl:lllue for Ihe or):an . llcc{)rd inl-: 10 the pa ... tor,. Stephen and 
Florence iJo):d ;lII . (Rumors circulatcd thai Ihe church hurned a(!.lIin in 
December. ,\ church 3 block ... a\\a). :,bo u ... in ): lIi ):h\\:I ) in Iheir mUlIt'. h Ih t" unt" 
th:.1 s uffcred Ihe tra!:i ~' lo ... s of Iheir buildinJ.:.) 
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GotAny 
Rivers? 

Got any rIvers 
you think are uncrossable') 

Got any mountains 
you can't tunnel thro? 

God specializes 
Il1 things thought impossible, 

And He can do 
what no other pow'r can do. 

Copyright to 19-!'~ Siog'llu-ailon Mu,l\:/ASCAP 
All nghts reserved. Used by pcnlHS'I"n of Ben,oo \Iu,ic Group. ln~ _ 

THE STORY OF AN 
INSPIRATIONAL SONG 

By Glenn Gohr 

One of the most familiar old-time gospel choruses is 
"Got Any Rivers?" Ha\"lng been sung at camp meet­

ings. revivals, worship services, and 111 many settmgs, It is 
a catchy chorus with a strong message of hope and deliver­
ance. No doubt many have hummed or whistled this cha­
nts when at work or while attending to their daily chores. 
Although the song was composed more than 65 years ago, 
it is 5\111 sung with exuberance in many circles today. 

What is the story behind this beloved chorus? 
The author of this well-known song is Oscar Car! 

Eliason, who lived for many years at Cook. Minnesota. He 
was born January 6, 1902, at Nossemark, Da lsland, 
Sweden, and immigrated to the U.S. in 1908 at the age of 
6. 1 In his early ministry, Eliason and his wife Norma were 
copastors of the Assembly of God at Huron, South Dakota, 
and were privileged to be involved in its found lllg. Oscar 
also pastored the Assembly at Virginia, Min nesota, and 
brough t it into affi liation with the Assemblies of God in 
J 940.1 And he was the first pastor of the Assembly of God 

ilt F1. Oodge, Iowa. In adthtion. he travekd a~ a mU~lcal 
e\"ilngdl~1 And when. because of heahh rea.som, he was 
unable 10 withstand the ... tress of itinerant work or oj pa"· 
lonng. he tuned pianos. In the <,:oUf"'ie of hi" tdclIlllC he 
c(lmposcd morc than 50 gO"Ix:l songs. The best known of 
til!..',,\! ,Ire '"Got Any Rm:rs')" ilnd '"A Name I IlIghl}" 
Tn:asure." 

Oscar Eliason pa~sed away ~Iarch I. 1985. at Cook. 
Ml1mesota HIS widow. ~ornu I ... huson. !s wrrcntl) In·m!,? 
,!t Milwaukee, Wiscon"lIl. with th!..'lr son \·ktar. who IS Ih!..' 
manager of a Chnstlan radIo and televIsIon mlllistry called 
VCY/America .. ·\nothcr son. Vern. bn::s at ~tub\onago. 
\\"ISCOIlSIIl 

Dunng the summer of 19::!9. after graduating Irom 
'\orthwestem Bible and ~ll""lonary Trammg S!.:hool III 
\\tnneapolls. O~car E!I(I"on went through sOllle scn:rc tc.\{-
lng. He became gran.'ly ill wnh tlllx:rculo ... h and endcd up 
al Glenlake Hospitallll ~llIlneap()!ls. He \ .... a~ nOi e\pc!.:h..'d 
to livc. Hi~ brother had passcd il\\ay \\llh the same dre.!d­
l'd thsease J. coupk WCl''''' earlier III the ~ame hOsPlt,11 
Oscar be-.:amc \cry ueprcsseu and discourageu 

Whde 1ll hl~ ho"pJ!a.1 bed. ElIason beg,ln rCdliln!! thl' 
PCI1I;!("(Jswl Enll!gl'i ilnd , .... <}" encouraged by the ll1an~ 
reports of healing Ll1 the magallnc H.:: felt 1lllprcs"eu 10 
!.:ali upon a local Pn:sh) tenan m1nI"la, C. K Ingersot. 10 
cOllle and pray for hun. Thi" milllster hau great fillih for 
healing. He couldn't c\plrun II, but from the day thm !\lIn· 
Ister laid hands on hl111. he began to get better. The result 
was that Oscar Ehason was healed of tuberculo.'>ls.' 

After his healing. J..:liason. who had already been com­
posing songs while in Bible 'iChool, f!..'lt e\en more mOlI\alcd to 
compose go"pel songs. With this In mind. III the "pring of 19~ I 
he was reading the Minneapoli.~ newspaper and rc,ld about 
the slogan which had been used by one of the the IMgc con· 
!itruction companies , ... hlch helped budd the Panama Canal 
Immediately he told hlnm::lf. "Only God can say th,I1'" So, 
hc felt led to make a sllghl change in the familiar "log'HI, 
placmg God as the fOCllS, and made a song out of It t Thl.! 
words of Ihat original slogan, of course, \wre not sacred. 
but with a fe\\ llllnor changes they formed a strong gospel 
message. The rhym!..' which had been promotl!u by Ihe 
large construction company w(:nt lIke Ihis: 

GOf any rirer.s YOII rhil1k (Ire ul1cms.wble? 
GO! any mOUIlWIII.I wm ca/l't tul/lle! through? 

We 're speci(lli::;mg III rllll/gs Ihough! impoJSible. 
m, do IIie filillgS OIl1ers CWIIiOf do. 

Elia,;oll lnselted God'" name in place of the word "we.'"' 
Later, the laslline ofthl.! song was changed. He wrole Illu<,ic. and 

A Panama Canal construct ion company's 
motto was turned into a 

popular and encourag ing gospel chorus, 

the song became a popular gospel chorus.9 The chorus was 
inlroduced to churches in N0!1h Mmneapo lls where he 
hved, and in a shon whlle il seemingly was bei ng sung all 
over the English-speaking world. At that time it had no 
verses. Those came laler. 

The original chonls was: 
Cot (III)' rivers you think (Ire wlcrossable, 

Got all)' mOl/maillS )'01/ c(ln 't tlilln e/ through? 
God specialize.\· ill things thol/ght impo.n·ible, 

He does the thil/gs o/hers C{/111l0t dO.1O 
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1:11;)"(11\ flr .. t .. ang thl! I,.hOI1I' at a home 111 :\orth 
\llnneapoll' In the .. ummer 01 19 .~ 1 Two \\omen callt.:u 
The 1I.lrm(\1l) ' 1\\'111' tra\'dcd to1!clhcr ilnd 'ilng the 'ong III 
.. e\I,.'r.1I plilcc, before II Wil' put Into print il' a ChOIlI ... Thl 
,ung. '0(11\ made It ... way illTO .... the natIOn .IIlU became \'el) 

popul.lr .'\ fl!w \an<ltlon, on the word .. han.: croppeuup 
o\'er the year .... hut cu rren tly the t.: horu .. I" copYrighted b~ 
SlIlg"plratmn \Iu,i c amI adrllllll \ll!red by the Ben,on 
\1u"l t.: Group 

Alter th e chnnl' he'.IIT1e popular, a re<lder III 

Wa .. llIlIgtll ll \HotC to the Pt.:nteco,till L\angel and ral\!.!d .1 
que'llon ahollt the ... ung '1 Ilt.:\er can under,tand why 
Intdhgent and \\dl-cdllL'<Itcd (It:oplc Will 'lIlg \uch hnl!' a,' 
'Gnt .lIn river, \\,h.,. not redcl,.·JIl thl' coot! ,horu .. from 
gramm;;[l c.11 dl'grat.:e hy cl llnillatlllg 'gc;t" and .. ubmitung 
plOper \ern form ... ·) .. The I·.vangd etl! tor' .. ,H1 .. \\-cr wa .. that 
tim \\,;" a \ilke o ft from the Panama Canal builder<: .. logan 
ur ,ong wlllr.;h had lifted the "' pl1w .. of the worker .. through 
hl!al. tOll. ami problem .. of ch'l!a"c dunng that time of can· 
.. tnKtl(Hl 

It appeilr, Ihat good gf<l mmdr I" not the is~ue- but 
v.. hdher (lr 1I0t a .. ong I' blbhcally "'(lund and whethcr It 
1Il11l1,\er, to hche\'cr ... Indeed thl' t.: hnru .. doc ... both. 

T he ne\t pall of the .. to!) cOIll.:enl' a young Air Force 
(adet dunng World W<\r " who wa, ,tatloned fo r a whde 

at Stoddon. California. Dick Knautl had been a ~tudent at 
Bob Jone ... Unlver~ily. and wa .. ca lled 11110 service for hi ... 
c:ount ry. cnterlllg the Army Air Corp ... and taking pil ot train · 
III!! People who knew youn g Knautl recoglllzcd him a .. an 
oliNamhng Chri~t1<111 and apprel:l<llt.:d hi .. good "Inglllg 
\,01(;(,. wh ich he wou ld often u .. e whIle he \\.'orked . 

One Sunday aflCrnoon. while nYlllg hi .. plane o\'er the 
,urfrcld at Stockton. he WiI' wilHlng for hl~ "ignal 10 land. 
Ilapp) In the Lord, hc began " 1Il!!lIlg the t horu~ . "Got Any 
River, ')" ilnd unknown 10 him. hr' mike 'w itch wa' on l Thl!" 
he hroadt.: .. ,t the word .. of thl' well known choru .. 10 all the 
IX(lPlt- III the control tower. pili, IOlld .. pc,lker~ brought 

A World 'Nar II air corps pilot fl) ing over 
SlocktUll , California, lin" illin!!l) s~mg this song 

to 5,000 cadets on the ground \\hcn his mike 
,,,itch .. tllck to the on position. When he landed, 

fh e airnulIl sought him out and pra) cd the 
sinner's pra)er. 

the mes,age to ~ome 5,000 cadet .. rn the ,Ilrfield below. 
Dick', receiver cmckled a .. Ihe conlrol tower cu I In : 

"Liqen. KnalLtl.. If you want to "Iart a rcvival. you come 
do\\ n to ea rth " God was III thl" IIlc idenl. for when Dick 
landed the plane. five young men sought hlln out and want ­
ed 10 a(;c:ept Chri .. t as their Savior lie wa~ able 10 lead each 
of them to sahation Ihrough the testimony of Ihat song.' 

YOll may be wondenng \\ hy thl" Incident happened'! 
The mo .. t IIkel) an ....... er is Ihal on thm particu lar Sunday 
afternoon. Dick·" mother lip In Coos Bay. Oregon. wa~ 
praying for her ~on that God wou ld definitely use hlln 111 

,ome way. And God answered that mOlher's praye r. 
Lat!.!r Dick KnaUl7 was kilkd whik serving his coun· 

try And the ~tory of this t!.!stimony and the message of the 
c horu ... were sh,m::d by a friend of hiS named Cliff at a 
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(jlli!.!on cOn\entmn In !leilrh\ \lnJe'>to. C.llLfc)ml;J. In June 
I')-W The ,1<)0 \\ ,I' bter [l~lhh'hed m Thl' Gltk(11l mag;l-
11110; ,1I1d mthe Penlel'CI\tal I .\':ln~d 

The ,on,!! wa' u,..:d for llI;tn~ ) ear, 0) Youth for Chn,l. 
nUl tIIuil 1945 It had no verse, Atkr Dick Knaull·"I!.·,u­
mOil) \\<1, [luhl .... heu. O't.:M iJl<I,on began \(1 reccm,: 
reque,t ... for COrle, of the chonl'. and ,omc a,k..:d lor ·th..: 
whole .. ong·· They ,uppo .. ed that II had \e i" \e" 

O'car told hi' Wife. "Wh,1I can I do? I don't have am 
\cr,e,.-' She re"(lOnded. "Well. there\ noth11lg to kcep yOll 
lrorn \\rHmg \,cr ... cs·' So he proceeued 10 \Hite ,nme Vl'1"­

..:, \\h lch were dedicated 10 Did Knautz\ motha He 
chO\c the! theme, of Jo .. hua. :\lo'c,. etc. :\Ir,. Elia,on ,ay,. 
'The word ... and theme fit '0 bc;llItlful1y \\ Ith the l·horu ... I 
thmk Ih .... wa, a good chOlet: for Ihe .. ong."L~ Although Ihc 
\'!.!r,es never bcc<llTle a~ popular a, Ihe choru .... you'lI proh­
ably agr!.!e wilh ;"1r ... , Uhl .. on: 

.. /J(. o/gooti ("(JuraR£'." God ,IP(lkl' ({lito Joshua. 
Whell o'u Ih(' /Wl'/" (Jod poililcd lhe II'(l\': 

Jordall IIIILTM,mhh'.' IIIIIIR·\ .\'('('111£'(/ IlIIpo,H"iblc. 
\\alu.\ dil'ide liS rhl'\' lIIan·h WId obel'.' 

IJlIlIlt·.1 10 lilli,' Ihl',\, II'(}Idtillll'i'l \\ilh Ihl'll" obstacles. 
Jaidla \- I~ lIli,l. /00. 11111.11 fall 10 Ihe grolllld. 

(;otiIlCl"erjailed. /-/e stood hack oj HIS prollliu.I'. 
\\ '(dls hlld 10 cl"lllllbh' (IS Ihe\' IIIlll"chl't/lIIVlllld. 

God i~' Ihe .same, all(/ His ~hlf"(l is dependable. 
lIe'l/lllake a 1m\" Ihrollgh /he II'arersjor wm; 

I.lfe's .Ii/lm/ions hr Him are amelldable. 
M OllllwillS (llld hills Hi' II'ill pm1 fo r .1'011 /00. & 

In the "pnng of 1955. Oscar Eliason \\a~ a,ked to tell 
the ,tory and his WIfe \\iI" .... ked 10 .. 1I1g Ihe ~ong at Phil 
Kerr', Monday MU'Ic:ak 111 Ihe Civic AuditOrium at 
Pa,adcna. Cali fonHa, After thi ' the Ellason~ were lll\lled 
10 pre"ent Ihe song 111 ch urches of many denoillmatlon~ 111 

\'anou' parIS of Ihe country, 
The Fliaso!ls were friends of Haldo r Lil1e nil~ , founder 

of Lillena" PlIbli~hin g. who lived at Pa ~adena. California 
Their son. Victor Elia~on. re members one time that he 
played the song. "Wonderfu l Grace of Jesus" with Haldor 
Lllkna' III his home. Lillenas rt:ally liked the song, "/\ 
Name I HIgh ly Trca.,ure ," \\-hich Oscar wrotc. He pllr­
cha~ed the song for s .. mo. and II I ... currently \11 the Nal.aren!.! 
hymnal. Lillena ... abo pubh .. hed a number of other .. ongs 
\\ hlch Eha,>on had \Hlllen. One arrangeme nt of "Got Any 
Rivers'!"" has appeared 111 some of the songbooks puhlished 
by the Ldlenas Pllbh~hl11g Company. 

Thr!.!e well-k no\\ n $wec.h .. h ~jngers were fond of O ... cilr 
Elia ... on· ... music. binar Ekbe rg. Einar Waermo. and Karl 
Erik Olc\'abnng ea(;h ,<111£ "Got Any Rivers?"" 'A Name I 
Hi ghly Treasure:' and other.. of Eliason's composition ... 
E111ar Ekberg had a worldwide ministry and .. allg befort: 
klllgs and other digllltitrle ... fi e \vas III Ihe Eliason home on 
a number of occa~ions and used to .. ay Ihat "Got Any 
RI\'crsT was his favonte song. 

Once Oscar and his wife told the "'lOry of "Got Any 
River~ T and sang II III a largl.! church In Des Moi ne.', Iowa, 
An !.!vange list Ihere gave a testimony of how God had used 
the chonl ... m hi~ hfe. lie ~a id that one winter he was scht:d-
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\fln \"h,l~ 

\rl'''l' rin~ 't". 

\o,ich 

rhc ("hildho.l(\ l·r~.H'r 

('4Old and l)~ad 
('Ulllt and hnd 'Irn;, T(I(\~, 

G .. " \I" \n OlJtn , .... a'en 
(;00'" (;ran !la, S.ati.fkd \h Soul 
(;0<.1', fn.lh \I,m:hl" On 
(;ood, lh~ 

(;n';I1 ... r ]."H \\'l' '~Hr Sh",," 
th ... Tender rouch 

II flInc Hemal 
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J ",I BeHne 

Oscar Elia:son. about 193 1. \then he \trotc " Got I\n~ Ri' er~?" 

"Gol An~ Ri\ers" became 1I special encouragement to mb~ io rlllr­
ies Rod :1IId Sherr) BOld and eh ... ir child ren 

\lake \1\ th-ul Inl"" Ih'a>tn 

'" l_unl:U\( t " 'S 
Sh .• 11 S""n lh-h"ld \1) KU1~ 

'II I'~rad,'e 
'II '(luI' .. Ihq) 'n'd 

\ '~n,,' l lIt~hh I r ..... \u~ 

'011",,1.. C.n S.lll'r. 'Ie ,,' 
,,, t rit'nd ,,, lrue 

,,, 'oInlt· lIa' "c,ml '\l \ I u~h 10 \ It 

,,, S"utu \1t .... , •• I.(,· 

o \n"'trOur l 'r~'tT 

On 'undt'r Ihll 

SOlIn Je.." \\ ill ('"me 
rr;IIdtlllo! I" (,t,,~ 

""Icr. or l'talC' 
\\ hen (lUI' "'inl! 'h •• 11 Kell:n 

\\ h) Should lie Sund a' II 'trall):l'r? 

\\"nucrfull'tKc or " raICr 
\\ould ' uu Ik I-t CilU, 10 (;o~ 

\ \\"rld IInnnd 

'\1 , 
II 
~I us,.; (0 

an: c "n,h.". 
.as t'lIbl Il10 .. , l"~ 

UK\i by .......,UlOG 

Osc:tr and ' urnHI Eli:l w n, 50th 
A n nil e r sa r) . 

"'('dd i n~ 

Glenn Gohr i.f a 
staff member of 
the ,\lG i\rchil"es. 

Eimlr Ekberg Sling O SClIT Eliason's COlllllOsilion 's. 

The Voice That Thrilled Thousands! 

0)" •• l ....... d '''. " , •• , ,, .. II;"" 

Einar Ekberg 
"'. 

o< _.~_ h .... 
S r N G S 

0.. Ou. Radio Ptog",m 

fORWARD 
!;yOIY SIINIIAY AT •• H. 

C. L T 

Station W A IT·120 ltJ. 

'hilad~lphi. Ch.mh 01 
'h i Ai. 

COo;, .... <0 "'-,. 

lI :tldor 1.i1lt n;ts. :t fritnd 
or the Fli:l'l(lll c(lu!)le 
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Heft' ;In: \\\(1 future \~,cmhlit" of God milli~tcr, alull!! \nKclc~ <":rc~1 
HiKh\\;I) in Califurnia: on thl' left i, S·~e;lr uld R. KCJ\l1l'lh Gl'orKc ,lIld hi, 
2 112-)I':lr-old hrother,/. I)on George. Kenneth h 11011 ~upcrintendent nf 
the 'ell \lc\kn Ublrio;l, :lIld f)OII i\ p:l\tur of Cah .. r) lemple. Inin!.:_ 
'11'\:1). Ihl' phllluJtrallh "a!> taken in 1939. 

• 

• 

• • 
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Memories Refreshed in Los Angeles Tour 
" 

The George Family 
Remembers 
Christ Faith Mission 
Edit or':; Note: During a " Roots of 
Pent ecost" tour in Los AIlJ:cle:. that 
Gt'neral Secretary George O. Wood antll)r. 
Cecil "' I. Robeck, Jr., conducted in 
Dct.:ember 1995, old 1Ilt'lOor ies " cre s ti rred 
:lnd ;Irc " orlh telling here . \Ve ha \'c a slor) 
10 report because Ihe tour illcludcd the old 
Pisgah Uome at 6026 Echo Street , the min­
istry Dr. Finis E. Yoakum found ed-and 
which is still operating. On the lour was R. 
Kenneth George. Nt'" Mexico Dist r ic t 
Superintend ent. He thought th e old tabcr­
n:lcle looked familiar. anti later discussed it 
\' ith his parents, retired Assemblies of God 
ministers. Roy and Jimalee George, Ilho 
live in 1I~lskell , TC)(;ls . Indeed. his mo ther 
told him that he ]i,'cd there for ;, time with 
his parents and his brother J . Don GeorJ!e 
during the Great Depressioll. 

As a result or the "isit , Kenneth and 
Don 's mother Jimalee George wrote " let­
ter to H. J. Smith , director of the Pisgah 
Minis try, which is being excerpted he- re. 
Heritage hopes this report will be ;1 pleas­
;1111 reading e-xperience for you and pro\'ide 
additiOlml ills ighlS ;Ibout our Pe-ntecos l:,1 
history in the Los Angeles area. 

Excerpls of Mrs. George 's January 3 1, 
1996, letter to Director Smith follow. 

I have wanted to write to you for 
the last month and let you know of 
our assoc iation with Chri st Faith 
Miss ion (Echo Home) when we lived 
in Highland Park. My husband and I, 
and our 2 sons, accompanied by my 
husband 's sister and her husband , lert 
Texas in January 1938 enroute to 
California durin g the depress ion 
days. We were alt very young and 
had never trave led much. Roy was 25 
years old and I was 20. Our sons 
were 3 and I years. The other couple 
were teenage newl yweds. We had 
been saved and filted with the Holy 
Spirit in 1934, so we had love and 
zeal for the Lord. Our pastors, Rev. 

Claude and Ottoma El:l-.les, were 
wonderful people and had taught 1I" 

\ ... ctlll1 Chri ... tian Ilnng. We had done 
some pastoral mInistry and youth 
work, and Roy had reccI\ed 11(:en"e 
to preach with the A~sembltes of God 
III 1935. 

We had a burnl1lg deSIre to learn 
more of the Word. so we decided to 
make the trip wc~t. We had an enJoy­
able trip. visillng touri ... t and scenic 
places along the way. 11 was rain­
ing steadi ly when we arrived in L.A 
so before we could get sett led our 
money was spent. We were referred 
to the dow nt ow n Christ Fa ith 
Mission, so we sought help there. 
The fi rst person we met was Rev. 
Laleff, who was an Assembli es of 
God mi nister, and he was a true 
friend to us. He referred us to the 
Echo Home where there were faci li­
ties for families. We were warmly 
received by Mot her Green and Sister 
Jones, and were so happy that God 
had directed us to such a place. We 
remai ned there for several days and 
Roy and Jerry (his brother- in-law) 
began to look fo r work at once. They 
were able to get some odd jobs 
almost daily, and mel a wonderfu l 
Adventi st famil y. They offe red li S the 
use of their un occupied garage apart­
ment, so we moved into it on Avenue 
55. 

We continued to worship regular­
ly at the Miss ion and it became our 
home church. Roy worked fo r weeks 
on a fl ood control project operated by 
the USED, making cement drainage 
and channe ls to prevent fl ooding 
along Arroyo Seco. When that was 
completed, he was employed by Busk 
Van and Storage. It was just across 
the block from Echo Home. We 
moved into a small residence just 

aero",> the qrcet and lIved there for 
the next :2 year... Later \\c purcha-.ed 
a mobile home and parI-cd II Ul\lde 
the '>toragc arca. 

We tool-. pari III m,lIl> of thc 
~fl~~lon <lct.\'IIIC" and had a \\cddy 
~Cf\ICC at I1IghL I taught a (hlldren'" 
clas~ on Sunday momlTlg. ;\lothcr 
Greell In\ltcd 1I\ to mo\-e ontO the 
propert} and become full-tllne worl-.· 
er\ on the ~tilff. but \\-c dccllncd II 

alter scel-.lIlg the Lord for I II" dm.:c­
lion 

We appfI!cl<ltcd her offer but felt 
we needed to pro\ Ide a "table home 
and family life for our little boys. I 
attended the BIble tr.lllung ~t:hool that 

" We took p~1I- 1 in nIaIl) of the 

l\lission acti \' ili c~ and had a 

\-\ cckl) sen ice at night. I 

tall ~ht i t childre n 's class 0 11 

Sund.1Y morning," 

\Va'> held III the Tabernacle for a ) car 
or more. We had qualified Bible 
teachers and II was a great help to u" . 
The teacher ... IIlcludcd Bro, Wm 
Glerl-.e. Bro, r>. l lchael Lalcff. Bro, 
Raymond. and othcr~ that I do not 
recall their namcs. I too~ note" on 
the les~ons and Roy and I went over 
them at home cver) IlIght Bro. 
Laleff regularly came to our home 
one mght each week to teach u\ 
BIble le~soll'>. 51'> Amelia Vernon 
was the i\lI\sion paqor who~e hu\­
band \\'a\ a carpen ter. She wa~ 
Englt~h and wa\ a \'ery wonderful 
lady, They had a teenage son named 
Franl-.le, SIS. Vemon',> brother. Bro. 
Patmore. lt ved nearby. I Ie played the 
plano for many of the ,>en'ices. and 
was espeCia lly helpfullll encouraging 
our you ng son~ to slIlg. A Jewl"h 
lady. Sis. Elil.abcth. was a regu lar 
worker, who late r married Bro. 
Lauckner who wa~ also a dedicated 
worker. 

We went to the Mountain lIome 
many ti mes, attending Easter $unn ~e 
and Camp Meetings, which we re 
wonderfu l. We were there for the 
wedding of Sis. Laura, a blind teacher 
who married one of the faith ful work ­
ers. (Bro. Laleff to ld us in later yea rs 
that she had had surgery wh ic h 
restored her vision.) The Chapel was 
decorated beaut ifull y with cedar 
branches and white yucca blossoms. 

Many times we went to Bro. 
Cheek's Miss ion on N. Figue roa. 
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whcrc wc 101l1(';U In praynw for the 
... (ad, ... of praycr rctJuc~t ... <lnd the ba.!!~ 
of ou tgoin!! l/('/"lI'" of I/opt' paper .... 
\Vc had r(.;!!ulilr ... crVKC~ therc, .llld 
u~llally \vere abk to aucnd Ihe ,""ecl..­
Iy ... ervlI . .:e conduucu by LUCIlle I·ox. 
a ,tuciclH \\ ho attcndcd Soulhcrn 

"We attended Bethel Temple on 
Belle\ li e. LOlli ... and .Jo~ep h i ne 

Turn bull were pa,tors and great 
lemlers. Of course, we also 
attended A ngc lus Temple on 
",}ccial occasions to hear Sister 
IAimce Scmple McPherson} 
pre~l c h hcr illllstn.ltcd sermons," 

California BIble College \ .. hich wa ... 
then locatcd In Pa~adena. We met 
$1 .... M,1Il11e M,ldden who also joined 
u ... In the early prayer over the reqtle't ... 
and paper,. She and hcr hthband 
occam.:: g.ood fnencb to us. My hu~· 
band officl,ned <It her memorial \!.!r· 
\Ice III 1970 and at 1m (Re\· A M 
Madden) III 1992111 AIX!rnathy. Texas. 

We aho enjoyed ou r as ... ociation 
WIth Bro. and Sis Chmtlan Schaffer 
and daugh tcr. bther. They were 
gn:!at people. and thc fellow\hlp was 
ve ry pret:iou ... 111 tho ... c pre-war days. 

We allendcd Bethel Temple on 
Bellevue LouI s and Jo\e phlne 
Turnbull were paqo r\ and were great 
leader,. Of cour ... !.!, wc also attended 
Angelu\ Temple on spec Ial occa ... iom 
to 11Cal" S I ... McPhcr ... o n preac h her 
11lu ,> lr<lIcd SCrnlOll\. So Ollr qay there 
was \~ry enjoyable and ll1formatlve. 
We grcw and were able to ente r fu ll ­
ume 1ll1l11'-try when we left III the 
"'Ulllmel" of 1940. A young mother 
wllh 2 cluldren was saved from the 
occult and became a strong Chri\tmll. 
She returned to her home and family 
III Wa~hlllgton and wrote and invited 
us to come up there and have a revival 
lt1 hope,> of winning her mother and 
brother\ to the Lord. So we went and 
had a revIval In a Grange Hall in the 
Wenas Valley. We decided to rctum 
to Texas In August 1940 and started 
pastoflng 1Il Spur. Texas. We have 
had over 50 years of ministry with the 
Assemblies of God and are now 
retired at age~ 84 and 79. We have no 
regrets that we have spent our years 
in God 's service fo r He has blessed us 
abundantly. 

Now to get to the reason for my 
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Rm and Jimalee (iClJl").:e. in t9.19 \Ihile in 
Clliifornia. l"Iu'\ arc reI ired \~mhlies uf 
(iud mini~lc"", ·lUld no\\ thing in Haskell. 
Iha~. 

wflllng at tlll~ time. Our olde\t ... on. 
Rev. R. Kenneth George is the super­
IIltendent of the New Mexico District 
o f the Assemblies of God, and was 
with the group of ministers who were 
with you on Dece mber 3. 1995. He 
had not been there si nce he was 5-1/2 
years o ld , but as the service pro­
gre~sed . he began to remember things 
that convi nced him that he had been 
there before. EverythIng looked 
faml1l<1r to hlln and he remembered 
1m dad preach in g there and also that 
,I'" a chl1d he had attended children·s 
church In that bul1dlllg. Opal Dunne. 
a lovely young lady who wore body 
bracc\ and used crutc hes. hved there 
wuh her mother. She had c hlldren' s 
ch urch every Saturday morning and 
was Ken 's teacher. He remembered 
the constructi on paper chains that she 
made for each chi ld at the young age 
when he was in kinderganen . II was 
there that he accepted Ch rist as hi s 
Savior and we have always pointed 
back to that time when he was saved. 
HIS memories were confirmed when 
he learned that the next street over 
was N. Figueroa, as he had to memo­
rize his address in kindergarten and 
we used the office of Busk Van and 
Storage fo r our mailing address. Our 
son. J. Don George was too young to 
remember living in L.A. as he was 
only 3- 1/2 when we lefl. 

Both of our sons began preaching 

<I ... teenager ... and traveled for ... t!\·eral 
year ... a ... the George Go ... pcl Team, but 
both have paqorcd qUlle ;\whtle. 
Kenneth pastored In Albuquerque, 
NM for 19 year ... before belllg elected 
to sen·e the New MeXICO DI~trict a ... 
Supeflntendenl. J. Don ha ... sen·ed 
Calvary Temple of IrvlIlg. Texa~ for 
over 23 years which now has ovcr 
5.000 member~ Both of our sons are 
ordained mll1l\ter, WIth the General 
CounCIl of the A~selllblies of God 
and also our daughter's hu"band. 
God blessed our home WIth a baby 
gIrl later and thc Lord I" usi ng them 
in the land of Mexico. 

Randy and Peggy SIIllS receIved 
mIssions appoIntme nt from the 
Department of ForeIgn Mi ssio ns of 
Ihe Assembl ies of God in 1984 and 
are veteran missionanes. They are 
on furlough at thIS tlmc and reside 
III Oklahoma ClIy. Oklahoma, whi le 
Itinerating 1I1 preparation for 
re turnin g to MeX ICO the latter 

Kenneth had not been in the 
miss ion s incc he was 5 1/2 
yca rs old. " But as the service 
progressed , he began to 
remember things tha t con­
vinced him that he had been 
there before. Everything 
looked familiar' to him, a nd he 
remembered his dad preaching 
there, and a lso that .IS a child 
he h'ld attended children 's 
church in that building." 

part of this year. We rejoice that we 
have eight grandchildren and fi ve 
great grandchi ldren and all are livin g 
for the Lord. 

We have been thinking of the 
time that we spe nt just across the 
street from you and want you to know 
that the time we spent in that area was 
blessed of God. We continue to 
rejoice in the me mories that we have 
of all the love and kindness that we 
received from Mother Green, Sister 
Jones and all o f the faithful Mission 
workers. Since most everyone we 
knew then has gone 10 Heaven. we 
will have to wait until etern ity to 
express our gratitude to them, but we 
will be praying that God wi ll contin­
ue to make Pisgah home a sotll-sav­
ing stati on and a place for trai ning 
workers of the last day harvest. ~ 



,4 1940 Church Planting in Washington 

Albert Knud son Pioneers 
Bethel Church , Chehali s 

\\ hil t Ilrepari l1 j! Ihi .. f .... a lur ..... " e lea rn .... d Ih.lI \I be rl 

hlltuhol1 ;llId his ., i\ler. \1." .. 1 •• E. ,IOS. died " ilhl n 

.\tek.~ of each other. \ l' .. I;I died in December. ;Hld 

\ tberl ill J'lIll"l r~. lIl'rilage ofTef"'l ~~ mpal h) to the 

fami lic ... '·\\ 01\111." \\ "rner 

Chchah ... , Wa"hlnglon. had no 
A",cmbl, 01 Glxl In 1940 \\hl!n a 

single young man. ~Ih.:r known at 
the time for hl\ rhmo plaYing than hi .. 
preaching. had a burden to pioneer 
here. Albert Knud"on had grown up 
In it Chm.uan home LIl Scaulc <lnd 
began carly to 1'1<1) the plano. being 
bJllcd a\ the "Boy PL~lIml from 
Seattle." He had played for 
E\'angcll<.ts Frcdcnck J Belt\ and Dr 
Charles S. Price. 

8 UIII1 1940 Chch"h ... WashinglOn. 
the county \C;\( 01 Lewl\ County and 
located IlllfJway netWeen Seattle and 
Portland. taught KmuJson· ... altcntion. 
BcglOning v,lth four adults tn the 
~ I oosc lI all Lodge. the chun.:h grc\\ 10 

Albert Knud'>Oll . roundl' r of lko thel Church. 
was a piani.o.l fur Dr. Cill.rlb S. Price and oUlCr 
e"angeiisl'>. 

become thc tlmvlng Bethel Church. 
now in an Impre\~ive (:omplcx along 
interstatc 5. Don Dctrick i~ the ~cl1ior 
pastor. 

The photo, III tIm feature docu· 
ment the early year~ of thc <:hur<:h. The 
fi rst Important event happened 111 J 94 J 
when Albert took a bridc. Floried 
Evans. When T. Burt E\'am and hl~ 
wife Ve!>la returncd from mIsSIonary 
service In EI Salvador III 1944. Ihey 
joined the Knudsons 10 Chehahs. (Burt 
is Floried'!, brother. and Vcsta· ·-who 
died in December-was Alhert·., SIS­
ter.) 50011 after World War II ended. 
the Bethel Church bui lt a hrick budding 
on Main Street. 

FollowlOg 25 years of ministry in 
Cheha!Js, Knudson acceptcd the pas­
torate o f what IS now Eastlake 
Assembly III KIrkland, Wash mgton. 
T hey reured there ill 1994 and moved 
to Dallas. Texas. Burt and Vesta Evans 
moved to Mic higan and pas tored 
churches in that district. Bu rt is on the 
staff of First Assembly, Grand Rapids . 
Mi ch igan. 

rhe ~oun~ churt:h I)ionecr hltlk ;1 
bride. folor ied E\all.~. in 194 1. 

The copaslors or the Chclmti ~, \\a..,hinglun. 
Chun:h. in 1947, '[ Burl E,·all.~ :lnd \lIK'r l 
Knudson. 

Belhel Chu rt:h built Ihi~ brick bui lding in 19-'< •. 



Beatrice Well s. "Ameri ca's Girl Evangeli st " 
Olllhe Sawdusl Trail Begill ll illg as a 9-year-old ill 1935 

God She and Harold ma"c their 
home In WlIlche"ler. Virginia 

And Il all "tarted on the OUler 
Ban"" of North Carolina when Pa')lor 
P A WclJ<.. wa') convinced that he had 
another preacher III the fatlllly, that 
God had called hi" 9·year·old daugh· 
ter Sealrlcc to preach 

/-Il'rirag(' 'lImed up a tretllcndou" 
atllount of illlere"t by puhll"hlllg 'iev­
eral photograph" and advcrtl-.ement" 
of children 10 the tlllOl<:.try III the 
"pring 1996 I\'iue Later when rnl',,· 
"Ionary Harold Kohl remll1ded me that 
1m wife Sea had also been a thlld 
evangelist (19~S"48). I a!>ked hun to 
...end a photogrJph He rc~pondcd by 
~cndlng a handful of advertl\Cments 
and newspaper cilpPlng, Wc have 
~clccted some of these for thl" fl!alurc. 
shOWing Sea growmg lip III her I!van­
gell'illc meellngs 

Today "he IS retired but 'itlll 
active In prca(;hlng and Icachlllg at 
10000al churche .... and \crves as hbranall 
at Hayfield (Virglllla) Assemhl) of 

• \\clvlle Hcltner. Editor 

!lea preache<.i her first <:.ermon al 
her fa ther's church on the Outer 
Banh of North Caroilna. Then she 
began a travelmg ministry which look 
her all ovcr the Eastern part of the 
Unlled Slales and ITlto Canada, 

OLD FASHION E D 
• R EVIVAL. 

Hear The 11 Year Old Evangelist 

BEATRICE WELLS 
Of FairY; .. "", WUt Viq~inia 

June 27th - Ju ly 18th , ~3? 

at th .. 

Calvary 
Pentecostal Tabernacle 

20.:1 GRAYLAND AV[Nue 
~,'11,,- . 

EI'ery :\h:hl tit 7,·11) P.;\I. ):::.:cept ~lIturdtly 

Sunday II:()(} .A.. :\1. 

EVE RYBODY WELCOME 

Followlllg her marriage to Haro ld 
Kohl. she ass isted hlln in pastoral 
mllll\lry and in miss ionary service III 
Sn Lanka. Ihe Phi li ppine" and other 
coun tru!" In the Fa r East. She taught 
In Bible colleges; wa" librari an at the 
Inte rn atIOna l Correspo ndence 
In stitute ( ICI), Brussels, Belg ium ; 
and se rved as a library consu ltan t 
and tcac her for the Div is ion of 
roreign Mls~ ions and le i on ovcr~eas 
as ... ignmcOls 

11 Year.'> Old. 1937. Richmond , Virj!inin 

J-I ea. 'L. ! 

BEATRICE WELLS 
12 YEAR Oll) EVANGE LI ST ,,-

WEST VIHGINIA 

'" 
The Big Gospel Tent Tabernacle 

I~~,r~!~r~t 
Beginn ing SUNDAY, J ULY 1011 

I!ow:" .:¥ . .. I ..... 7,4~ 

REV. H. E. HARDT, Pastor _. 
12 Ye:lrs Old. 1938, Shamakin, I'ennsyh'ania 

13 Years Old, 1939, South Norfo lk, Virginia 
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REVIVAL MEETINGS 
AT 

Bethel Pentecostal Assembly of 'God 
OEc:: .... TU~ .. G~ .... Oy ST SOUTH NORFOLI(. "'"' 

BEG1N1NG AUG 13, AND CONTINUEING FOR 
____ -:.THREE W E.EKS O R l.ONGER - 1'J1 

PREACIiIN G T.....,. M~ 
lor tho SOU ..... " 

Solntloa 1o. lb. 

1..:" 
M E"ETJNGS EVERY 

NlGtrr EXCEP'l' _ .. 
SATURDAY 

800 P. M. 

..... "-,, 
A CbUd Sh.ll ..... ".. 

-'" .... 11 • 

Evangelist Beatrice Wells 
01 ,-.(w w ... .. 

S ...... and P,_ ..... 00.1, 1} )'eO" old ~ ........ D in tho In,O>oI,', ........ pr_hod 
rOf 4 1W'l. hold,"!! .. - poii" in ...... , til'" 01 It.. U. S. A, and eo ....... 
WELCOM E l W. WELFORtl , PIStOl' 



OLD FASHIONED REVIVAL 
w. " ...... ' .. , "c' ·.U.I_" .... ; ..... , ... , ..... , ••• " .. . t. 

BEATRICE WELLS 
Ot f~IIt\"I"W. Wl!~" YIRLI"'IA 

Beginning Sunday, June 2nd, 1940 
~"c" N'~HT AT _I ", .... So '" <UNOAY" A .. 

"F.-'Al ..... < ... AH" IINC",,' ~~"y,," POIt TH" SIC" 

BETHEL TABERNACLE 
351h ST REET AND OLD YORK ROAD 

fto1"_"""".d 
Rev. Enoch C, W ood, Jr. , P o.s tor P hone, Ches. 4841 

14 Year~ Old. 19-,0, JJaltimo~ . Maryland 

11.. ______ ""1 

I 

\ 

17 \ f;l r , Old, 1943, 
l iPI)Ci l"Ohio 

Services to Be Held l 
By 17-Year-Old 
Evangelist 

Beatrice Wells, seventeen-ycar-old 
evangl'list of Elizabeth, N. J., will 
hold revival services at Bethel Taber­
nacle, corner of 4th and Plun} streels 
beginning July 18. Services will be 
held for three weeks or longer every 
night at 7 :45 except Monday and at 
11 ft. m. on Sunday morning. 

BEATR ICE WELLS 
Miss Wells has preached in man}' 

sen'i('~s in the Unitcd Stalcs and 
Canada. She ha-s wonderrul deliver~ 
Itnd hits always becn well rcceived. 

Mis!! Wells will be accompanied by 
her mOlher. At prcsent they arc hold· 
ing a reviva l campaign in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Special music and a "good ol d­
fash ioned" song service will be f ea­
tures of every mecting night. 

E . P . Cooper, pas tor, exte nds a 
cordia l invita tio9 to all to a tte nd 
lhc'se mec lin 
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T IME FRAM E 

Operation Demonstration 
CAs Illustrate a Year of Speed-the-Light 
I' tll lO t ', ' nil' I hi~ a fli( lr i\ t'~ttrptcd frur" 011 1' 
II I,vunng on tht 'I,ril .10. 1,)(,7, 1'..nlu4"/It/ 
J."(ln/ttf. \1 thr t irnl' \lfthl' dtnlomtr.dion,lhc 

I nit td "'~t'" ",1\ rmhrOlI~d in Iht \ IdnMIl \';,r. 
lind IImll\ d ClI1on_ t ratllHl, .. ~ .lIn'l "tlr i",,,ht. 
men! lonhnucd III U h l"'> ~nd un (ollt~(' {lm,pu.· 

f"\ I I" rl~ lta .... h;I\ 1' p ... "cd "nH 1111\ d"II1<I1I. 

' I r~l l on '"uu I h~1 ''''1':. H'''''' Ifr Iht­
"'~mhlil" "r f ,.od haH rai-ed \% milhun fur 

" IK' I-d. th c- ! h:h l. wnd a 'u,al /,r S I O_\.~ I II.(,77_f,,' 

,inn l h., I'rolCr."u ' I ~rl ,'d 111 1')-14 
""' .. IU ,,",or. later, "hUt ,In tht, t h rn 

'pt ;o k\-r, fur Ih e una . jlm-! (,tlltr .. 1 
" " pt-r ,nlcndl'nl I hum;" I' I,m mtrrmm k rr 
urfi(t III I'J~S wud dlcd in 1'#9 1; J. I' hili l' II OK;III 
rtl.ud frurn off'in in 1989 and Ii ... , in 

"'" rlll)tfifid. ' Ii'\ouri_ KU\~tll J ('O~ Itfl 1 1l~ 

' :,u\ln .. 1 ' oulll nfliu· in 1965 and Il lt, 1, .. , IOl'C'd in 
I ·~ nn\' h ~"i~. ("ali rorma. a nd H orid.; Il l' no" 
1,,1'"'> III " -"'Itt. \ r i/.O"" , 

On a n.'(:enl Sunday <Ifll'moon In 
Spn ngflt!ld. MI ... ,oun . Ihe 

Chnst', Arnba ... sado r ... o f Ihe local 
c hurd le .... IOgd her wllh \I ude nl , o f 
Cc nt ra l BlhJc Co llege <lnd Evangel 
Col legr.:. ",(aged a demoll'.trallon 

Th .... de mon\tratlon \\.-a ' not the 
flO I - t ~rr.:. <Ilthough mOlOrcycJc... Wl're 
lIl\ol\ ed It \\ a' not an mOammalory. 
protest-typc of gathenng. although then! 

A Reprint 
From the 
April 30, 1967, 
Pentecostal 
Evangel 

therl' \\ ere ... pccc hcs and .. l one pOll1t 
loIS of nOI"'e 

Thl \ demon.., tral ion was dl's lgned 
to ... ho\\ what the youth of the 
A.."cmblu.:s of God had purcha ... ed In 
Ju ... t one year for the ir ml\sionary Olll ­
n.:ac h through Speed-the-Llght. The 
8 1 c;lr .... 20 ... tallon wagon ... 12 lrue"'. 

S"e:lk e r~ :11 Ihe Speed - lhe.U~ht demon· 
~tratio ll in 1967. ~t:llldin~ on the e lltr) roof 
of lI eadquarl ers building in Sprin J;: fie1d . 
\1iS!.ouri . From the lefl . Russell J . Co, . 
national secretary of Chris l '~ 
l\mba~s:l(lor~ ; rh omas F. Zimmernmn. 
~ene ra l ~uperi nle nd enl : and J . l'hilip 
lIog:H1. lti rec lor of Ihe Di\bion of Fore i~n 
~1i!.~ inl1!> . Thb occ:l ~ion could bt' the only 
time Ihe,e three I)reachers cli mbed :.n 
e.>.:tcn:.ion ladd er 10 ~e l 10 the pull)it. 
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16 motor(:yd.:-.... 4X hu.:ycles. 6 busc ... . 
2 ho .. t .... 2 tr .. dcr ...... nd I Jeep neu: ... • 
..... ry to rene!.:! la~t year' ... plln,;h .. ~e~ 
\\ \."re harrowed from local dealer ... 
\\ho wdllngly cooperated .'\e\\ ... 
mc(ha al ... o (:ooperaled III gl\lI1g the 
C\l'nt natwnal puhhuty 

About ,0 home and fon'l!!-n 011"'­

~I(ln<lry repre ... el11atlvc ... were pre ... ent 
111 coqume addmg color \() the ocea­
.... on I:ach vehicle had iI '> Ign shm\­
Ing the field to wh"h Its Speed-the-
1.I.!!ht countcrpan had gone. 

The \"ehlc1e~ lined up curb-to­
curb and bumper-to-bumper. com­
pletely filli ng .... x lane ... of Boom' tile 
·\ venue for almo ... t the entIre bloc\.. 111 

Iront of the A ...... e mbhe ... o f God 
lIeadquane r... FOllow 111g three brief 
... peeehe .... the entIre cavalcade moved 
about a quan cr IllI le down Boon\"111c 
/\ venue and. afler Ihn::e ~ 11l11lltilneou~ 
bla ... ts o f 188 horns. dISbanded 

Spca\..c r ... fo r the occa"' lon were 

Ru ...... ell J Cox. natIOnal ... c(:rc!ar~ 01 
the ('hmt' ... .-\mba ........ dor ... : J Philip 
Hogall. exccutl\e dlre!.:!or 01 "orelgn 
;\11S"on.... and Tlwlna... I· 
Ilmmcrllliln. general ",upcrinlendcnt 
of the A ...... emblics of God 

Brothcr Cox e\plallled briefly thl' 
purro ... e of the dcmon~lratton. then 
pre ... cnted to Brother Hogan it largl' 
nng on \\hlch hung ISX \..cy ....... ym· 
holll' of the lS8 \'chlcles glwn by thl' 
Chri .. Cs A1llba ...... ador ... to our 111 1 ...... 1011-

<lfle.... Brother Hogan then to ld ho\\ 
Imponant Speed-the-Light .... on the 
fore ign fields today ,1I1d ml! ll tloncd 
"'pectfi(:ally how much II Inl'ant to our 
wor\..ers who have JUst returned to the 
Congo [now Zaire]. 

Brother Zimmennan ... aid Speed­
the- Lighl I ... a God-g.I\·en , .... ion of 
you th 111 thesc la!->t day.... l ie COI11-

mr.:nded the Chn<.t's Amhil ...... ador ... for 
so mlghll ly strengthening the hand of 
the ent Ire church In I t~ worldwide 
oll treac h. I l l' also thanked the local 
dealer ... who provided the equ Ipment 
for the demonstratIOn. then told of yet 
higher goals for Speed- the- Llght gi\"-
11lg 11l 1967 ~.~ 



Beloll, Verne l\13cKillney. dircctnr 

demomtralion with 1110 of hiS ':!::.::!~~;;:;~T 
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F ROM O UR R EADERS =------===-------' 
Keaden ;Ire inviled to !>\lbrnil letter .. for 
Ihh column. IIl'rIfugt re\er\e~ Ihe r iJ!.hl 10 
edil fo r lenl: lh and ci;lri IY. Ir [lhI)IO<; ;Ir(' 
"(' Il l. ,'riter .. lu' \lld indk;llc "helher Ihe) 
~ 1 H)u l d he returned. Lettl'r~ ~hould be kepI 
undl'r 200 "ord ~. Submil 10 Editor. VG 
lI eritaj::t'. I .US Huomi lle, S[lr ingfictd. \ 10 
(,5i102- HI9 .... 

I~ c .. del' '' Ellj o)' ill~ lIerilllge 
We enJoy Ileri/age vcry much 

My hu\band DOll and [ have been In 
the AS\l:lllblles 01' God our en tire life . 
and we arc nov. rcttn.!d mlillstcr~ 

Don 's grandparl'nt\ n.'l:cm.::d the bap­
II\m In the 1I0ly SPtnt11l 1918 under 
Allnce Semple McPherson'\ Illllll',try 
III I ioldrege. Nebra\ka My parel1t~. 
L. 8" .. 11 and bda Bell. recel\ed the 
1I01y SPlrtt Jt1 192~ at A\lorta, 
IlImo". under the mlni~lry of 
EvangelIst Nelly Cox 

Wanda J Shoff 
RIalto, Caltfortlla 

1914 Ge ll cral Coull cil Photo 
S ubsc ribers 10 Ileritage reeeiH d a 

framcablc pholo of minis ter!> lind dele­
g .. tes aH cndill 1: the organi La lional 
1I11: t:till (! of the Assembl ies of God at 
1101 S prill J!. ... , Ark::lIls lIS, in April 1914 , 
Scvc ra l wro te to comment o n the photo 
o r on th eir lI1i nhtrie~. Here are 
excerpts from sOllle of the responses. 

Thank you so much for the nice 
picture or the General CounCil al 1101 
Spring". I will cherish it a~ long as I 
live I enJOY Ihe magat;ine ve ry 
much, 

In Au~ust 1932, I we nt to 
Yarnaby. Oklahoma, and preached a 
rev ival III a school hou~e. We had 32 

Willi t' Ro.'>s 
t>a.js, still 
prt'llchillg at 
9 ... years 
young! 

saved and 21 filled wi th the Holy 
G host. There were no churches there. 
so I ~ontin ued preac hing in the school 
house until 1934 when we buill a 
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Big Bt':lr Lake Camp, Southern Califurnia. about 1936, Dean OSlerhcr~ (M'I' kiter below) 
donal cd this pholograph 10 Ihl' Archhl'.'> along "ith o thl'r item.", 

church I left there III 1937 to pastor 
tht' church at Antlers. Oklahoma. 
Also pastored In Oklahoma CIlY; 
C1uldres". Texas; Hugo. Oklahoma; 
and Durant. Ok lahoma. 

I turned 94 la ... t Augu~t 9, and I 
am sllll preaching- have preached 16 
times this year [written In 
November]. I have evangeltzec1. 
filled In. and was associate at 
DenIson I st Assembly (resigned III 

August (995). I plan to preach mud 
Jesus comes. 

Pray for my eyes because [ can't 
scc 10 read; my Wife reads for me. 

Willie Ross DaVIS 
DenI son. Texa" 

Thanks for sending Ihe picture. 
I am now semi-c ri ppled wIth 

arthrill'" just had a new pacemaker 
IInplanl. and In October [ had cataract 
surgery and now my wi re is my great 
helper, and does a ll of the driving. 

On August I we celebrated our 
61 'It wedding ann iversary. I turned 
85 in November. I'm st il l called on to 
teach and preach. God is good. 

Herbert Bruhn 
Cape Gira rdeau, Missouri 

Heritage published a srOl)' of rhe 
Alaskan millis/I)' of Brother alld 
Sisrer Bruhn in the winrer 1995-96-
Issue. 

Reflectin g on the 1930s 
Enclo~ed i~ a copy of the pro­

gram from 1933 General Council in 
Philadelphia. I \\'as 17 years old and 
attended the meetlllg together with 
my mother amI father and sister 
Dorothy. {Manr of 0111' readers will 
remember tltar Dean's j(u/u:r was 
Arrhur Osterberg, all A;:lI.w \'cteran 
and .wperintcndellr of rhe Sourhem 
California Districr III /933; his mOlh· 
er's lIame was Grace.! 

I suspect If the program has any 
value. II will be 111 the assortment or 
signature" I gathered rrom the 
Council gentry. Of note are the sig­
natures or Lucille. Marjorie. and 
Ethel Price, daughlers of Dr. Charles 
S. Price; Carl Bmmback; William E. 
Long: SULannc Flower: Harrison 
Cox; Mark J. Draper: Frank Gray: 
Samuel Swanson: Ernest S. Williams: 
J. R. Evans; Louis F. Turnbull; Hen ry 
Ness; H. L. Collier: Peter Verona: J. 
Narver Gartner; Charles S, Price; J , 
Ro ... well Flower: Noel Perkll1; J. W. 
Welch: Ruth Cox; as well as others 
who impressed me equally. 

Prior to the General Counci l, I 
had been e lected as missionary secre­
tary o r Christ's Ambassadors for the 
SOll the rn Ca lifornia & Ar izona 
District [now separate d istricts]. I 
attended the Philadelphia meeting 
wi th great enthusiasm as a youth who 
was d iscovering a new world. 

I also enclose my "offic ial 



p 

bJ.l.l~c'· tWill the (A (\m't:ntll\ll 

hdrJ at BIg Bear I..akc Camp III 1936. 
The Chn"t·... Al1lha ... " .. lI~'r' III 

Southern Call1ortllJ. \\,1' n:'Illt'm~rl,'d 
then a" a '(fong. \'Igorou .... 'Splnt­
filled" group eager [0 "l'rn: Chri,t 
.md "'prcad the go ... pd 

BIcS'lIlg lIn you, W,lyne. and the 
... trong conllnuancc of y OUf fmc \\orl.­
You afC \'alued ami appn':I.:I;I1t.!d 

Dr.:an O'IL'rbcrg 
.\k ... a. Anlona 

Dt'Wl IHII' 1111 OIlt.I"Wrullllg hi.~h 
_~chool foot/mil qmU'tcr/md;. lit 

.-\I('.t(ll1d{'1' 1I(1111ilWII lIigll in Lo.\ 
Angell's WIl/lll'llI Oil /() ,,/m' for the 
USC Tm){//IS (j939--IUJ. 11£' ('limed 1I 

hachl'lor oj Ilu'o{ogy /II i'rill('('toll 

Theological 5£>111111(/"- (1m/ pasron'd 
three Pre,I/}\uriall chllfrh('.1 

Donating Photo ,," 10 \rchh c'i 
Going through my Blbl!.! school 

1925-29 Central Bihlc In,ututc [nov. 
Central SLhk Col1cgcj album. I 
found some ptt:tun.:~ of Donald Gee. 
A G Ward. hank Boyd. Helen 
Boyd. and Stanley hod ... halll I 
belic\e Ward II a ... Jean of mcn. anJ 
Gee 1\ a ... there for ... plntual cmphaw; 
wed.... Boyd \',,'a ... cn.1 I.hrcclor-
principal. and i-'rmhham wa ... thc 
P('IlIeco.IIlII f:nll/gel edilor 

My \\Ifc and I apprer.:ItHe 
Hentage very much. AI our age ... , 80 
and 87. we have known. or do knoll. 
1110 .. t of those thaI arc mcntioned 111 

the magal.l ne 
My health I ~ not good, hal'c had 

more than 200 ~trokcs (TIA .. ) during 
the pa .. t J year .... and it limit .. me 111 

seve ral area.. I try to walk a mile a 

Thb i" one of Ihe pholos Elmer lr~J:J: 
donalI'd 10 Ihe \rthiH'" It ShUll" \. G. 
\Iard. Frunk 1I0)d. and Donald Gee a' 
Ct'nlral nibI l' I n~litute durin~ the 1928-29 
school )e:lr. Hard lIaS C. \lor,e'~ father : 
Bo)d II;1S Ilrindp:11 of the K hool: :md Ge~ 
lias an En~lish preacher and \\filtT. 

dd\ I am ... 0 graft'flll for whal I hah' 
Idt \1)' \lIfe Ka~ 1 ...... 0 kind. patient. 
elnng:. and lo\ing She realt/ed l'"C 

of her \\I .. hc ... 0) takmg a h\lt·alr bal-
10I.1n ride on her ':'iOth oJnhda) 

Hmer \I Tr~ C. 
llllhboro. Oreg,\n 

The Stor) of Ethel \ Iu,kk 
I .IU ... t \\ ant you 10 k,w" ho\\ 

thnlled \\ c .111 an: 10 ... ce the ... ummer-
rilll ",sue with our mother' ... anlr.:k, 
.:\ Legend .\mong Chur.:h Plantcr ... , 
It wa ... very ,\dl-wrltten \\ IIh the bilk 
amount of information yllli had \1~ 
brother Ja) w,,~ rcall~ happy and ... Uf-

pn\ed to get the (\\0 cuple ... )OU ... em 
to him, [Cop Ie ... 01 the I ..... ue .\erc 
al ... o ... cot to other mCllll1cr~ 01 the 
\1u ... ck filmily I 

\1a) God bles ... you and thl' work 
you are doing. 

Violet t-.lu ... ck Ca~~ady 
Tulare. Callfomia 

ScholarshiJ) to lIonor Ik J. Robert 
Ashcroft 

Thank you for the good artldc 
about Dr. J. Robcrt A~hcroh III thl! 
~l1mmer·fall 1996 ,...\lIC Certa1l11y hc 
wa ... one of the mil'tandlllg edur.:<t· 
torlleaders 111 our fellow ... lup. 

Vour reader~ may be IIllerc .. tced til 

I\nowlOg that the tVG Cormn1\"'lon on 
Chn\tlan Higher Education renamed 
the National Youth Seholar~h tp tn 
honor of Dr. A\hcroft' ... many year. o f 
serv ice 10 the youth of our fello\\ ... htp 
through h,\ a~sociation \\-l1h ... c.-eml of 
our col leges and the national Educaion 
Department. The \Cholar ... hlp 1\ now 
!..nown a~ Ihe 1. Roocrt A,hcrofi 
:"lational Youth Scholap,IHp. 

The sc holar<;hlp 1\ <;pon~ored 
JOlO ll y by the Youlh Departmen t and 
Ihe C hristian Hi g her Educat ion 
Department here at Headquarters, 

Dayton A. Kings ritcr. Secretary 
AlG Commiss~ion on Chri \lIan 

Ilighcr Education 

Heritage is 
available in 
book form? 
Yes, we've copied and bound 

the first 54 issues of Heritage 
(198 1-94) into IWO big books. 
Here's more than a thousand 
pages WiUl features on people 
who helped form lhe NG and lhe 
oncs God scnt laler 10 develop 
churches. missions. and ministries. 
I f you like well-researched stori es 
wilh variely in your reading. 
you'll Jove the.c;c Hen'tage 
reprinlS. Scores of rare phQ(ograph.<.; 
make this a collector's dream, 

Readers have discovered how 
difficult iI is 10 put down this 
Heritage reprint once they crack 
ils covers. Now. you can order 
your own 2·vol. set and enjoy 
hours of reading pleasure. Or. this 
gold mine of Pentecostal history 
is ideal for birtMay and anniversary 
gifts and should be in every 
church library. 

Qrder by mail or phone today! 

$59.95 
Plus shipping and handling charges. 
Order No. 750- 155. 

~RCHIVES 
1445 Boonville Avenue 
Springfi~Jd. MO 65802-1894 
Or Call 'Ibll Free (800) 641-4310 

SEE ORDER FOR~t ON HACK PAGE 
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Rellde .... :ore im ilcd III ".I""il hrid le,limouie, of 
Iheir romc",ion. ruinblT). II healing. ' 1lccial 'piT' 
1I1Il" hl, .... ,in!:. or Olher '''lc~'ling nllrnliH' 10 
"""''' ''"(11) lime." 'Ihc cditor "ill u\c ,ubmb· 
';011' ... ' \pace Ilcrmih ""d rc'en ...... the rilth l 10 
edit for Ie"ltlh ~nd daTil}. If photo., ;,re 'lIhm;l­
l~tI. "riler , hould indic:ol,· "helher Ihcl ,hotlld 
tHe relumctl I'tc,,-,~ limrl Ih~ le\limolll 10 200 
"orll,. SUhmit 10 Ihe Teo.limon) rime. Me; 
It crilal(c. 1445 11 0011' illc. Sprinl(firltl. \to 65802. 
1894 

It 10; a Wonderfu l Life 
Ple'he lind endosed the 

December 1928 ISSUC of Co/dell 
Gmill pubh~hed by Dr Charles S 
Prlcc. whIch you reCjllc\led In 
I/eritagl'. I found thl'" I ...... UC In my 
mother· ... thillg'>. 

My mother. I-,thel Martin. gr'ldu­
<lted from Southwe ... lern A ...... emblles 
of God. III 1916. when II was III Enid. 
O~lahoma She was ordained with 
the O~lahoma DIstrict for 22 years. 
My husband lI oward has been In thc 
mlnl ... try 45 years. rect!l\ Ing hiS c re­
dentIals from the Oklahoma District 
In 1957 

It IS it wonderful life. We are 
rt!tlrt!d but preach for pastors on vaca­
tion and a few reV ivals. We really 
t!njoy your magaLlne which bring ... 
back a lot of memories of Ihe great 
preacher~ In Ihe pil~1. 

Mary Evon Martin Snell 
En id. Ok lahoma 

Fat her a nd Son Pastor Sa llie Church 
[ thank Y(lU f(lr Ihe pnnt of Ihe 1914 

General Couned My fa ther and mother. 
Grovcr C and Caroline Mangum. arc ttl 

thl~ picture. t-.'Iy oldest brother Jesse 
fthcn 2: 1/2) can 31so he seen. 

An IIltereqlllg notc IS that la~t year I 
retIred from Barton's Chapel Assembly 
(North Texas Dlqrict). the samc church 
from which my father retired In 1947. 
Dad first pa\lored the church In the 1920s 
and then returned in 1942 for 5 years. He 
died 11\ 1949 

Durtng Dad·s second tenure at the 
ch urch. I was III high school. graduating 
III 1944. [n 19591 left for South Africa 
as a speci:ll ist missionary. After IWO 
extended tenns. I transferred 10 the min­
isterial hst In 1973. I went to Rockwood 
Park Assembly as associate pastor and 
buslIIess ad11llntstrrltor after completing 
my B.A. and M.Di\ . 

In 1991 Barton', Chapel cillied mc 
3, pa~tor. The cldcl"; of thc church had 
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TESTIMONY TIME 
Speaking a Language lie Did Not 
Learn 

Whtle allendlllg Glad Tidings 
BIble Institute fnov.- Bethany College, 
SCOIIS Valley. Caltfornia). 1929-3\. 
my husband George Nyc would pray 
111 the large prayer room One mght 
a\ he prayed. he prayed in tongue .... 
At the other end of Ihe prayer room a 
group of Ru~sian believers. who were 
not ~tlldent~. were prn) 1I1g. Afler a 
few m1l1ules the leader of the Russtan 
group came to where George was 
kneeling and tapped hlln on the 
shoulder lie asked George If he was 
Russian When George answered 
thai he was not. the Rus~lan asked 
hl111 If he could speak Russlall. 
George answered that he could not. 
··Well. you JUM did." the Russian 
answered. "What did I say?" George 
asked, The man answered that hIS 
words were a stem rebuke to some or 
the RUSSians who had been criticiz1I1g 
lhll1g~ going on in the prayer room. 

Arter we graduated from Glad 
TidIngs, we werc married and 
returned to my hometown of 
Raymond, Washington. where we pas­
lored for the next 4-5 years. We have 
been pnvileged to minister III several 
countne~. Arter 65 years of marriagc. 
George pa:.sed away last June. 

been my high \choo] cla\\Il1a!cs. After 4 
years. I rcurcd from the same church my 
falher h3d rellred from 48 years e3rlier. 
Although "retired:' [ am still on the sec­
tional commi ttee. secretary-treasurer for 

Fal her: GronT C. M :rngurn . ch;,rler rn~rnh~T or 
Ihc A-.scrnh lies of God . "asIOTl-d U;, rtou's Chrl" f\ . 

, 
I --- - . 

, 

• .. 

GCOrJ':C and Edn;1 N}c 'Icrc married on 
;\i ay 31. 1931, after gradua ti ng from GI:ld 
Tidings Bible Ins titute. San Franci!>to. 

Than k you so much for the two 
Herirage Is ... ues. I thoroughly 
enjoyed them as they brought back 
some of the old days. 

Edna (Udd) Nyc 
Lacey Washington 

Azusa Revival Co nt inlles 
I was particularly allracted to 

your art icle in the September 22 issue 
of the Pell1ecQsra/ Evangel ["The 
Miracle o f Azusa," by Wayne 
Warner}. because Pastor George 1-1 . 

the section. and mISSIons representative. 
[ have preached about 50 limes Ihis year. 

PIH llp N. Mangum 
Athens. Texas 

SOli: I'hilip l\ tallli!um. ;.Iso ,.;ts ton::d 1l:lrlon', 
Chapel 44 years lalH. 



He,,:- was a partaker of Wilham II 
Durham'" re\ I\'al (after he retllmed to 
Chicago from the Azu"" Street 
Re\walln Los Angc1e"l Pastor Hes,> 
\\-'a" my pastor for many year~ 

Pa'>tor Hess. a Methodl'>t JllIIl1S­
tcc heard of the rC\'l\',lI In Chicago 
and came from Wausau. Wisconslll. 
along wlth hIs friend. Fred Link. also 
a Mctho(ilst JlllIllster. to \\ nness thiS 
ou tpouring. 

Pastor Hess tells of the fire that 
was present. how they had to walk 
over the "slain" (ltke cord wood). He 
wen t back home vcry sorrowful wnh­
out this baptism. although Link 
received. Hess latcr was baptized 111 

Wausau. 
He then retu mcd to Chicago and 

began a c hurch at 930 N. Wells 
Street. at w hi ch tIme 1 became 
acqua111ted with him as a youth of 
abOllt 16. My fo lks were members of 
the German Assembly. but I was hun­
gry for more than bei ng wi th young 
people who were Interested only in 
fu n. 1 a11ended Wells Street and saw 
and experienced the moving of the 
Holy Sp irit and said, 'This is for 
me!" I moved in and became assocI­
ated wi th street mectll1gs. hospital 
visi tation, jai l min istry, and gre at 
mov ing o f the I ioly Spirit. 

The Lord later call ed me to full­
ti me mi ni stry and I began a church on 
the west side of the ci ty that grew and 
is still mov ing fo rwa rd. I call to 
remembrance the many who were 
ca lled to the min istry from th is beg in­
ning of Pastor Hess' work. dating 
back to Brother Durh am. [<.,n · t Jesus 
Wonderful! 

God b less you, Brother, I enjoy 
He ritage and look forward to the 
magazine regularl y. I havc all of thc 
copies sa fely kept. T hey arc most 
interesting . 

Michael J . Gebhart 
Trinity Life Center 
Las Vegas. Nevada 

41 Years in the Same Pas torate 
I was saved when [ was 8 years 

old in Glad Tidings Ta be macJe, New 
York C ity. Robert and Marie Brown 
were my pasto rs. My dad, Frank 
Vig na . who was a lay preacher, pio­
neered Italian churches in the fi ve 
boroughs of New Yo rk C ity. 

I began testi Fy ing in street meet­
ings when I was 15 years old. Wanting 

\ nthon) \ 'iJ!lIa 

to trJIIl for the l111 ni"t1). I went to 
Beulah Height\ Bible School III Nc\\ 
Jersc) when I was 17. Aftcr gr.ldua­
tion at age 19. I stat1ed Fir\t A\~cmbly 
111 Middleton. Ne\\ York. From there I 
wt!nt to Bcthel. Connecticut. and start­
ed another church, 

We then c\angchzed for \e\'t~ral 
years before gOIng to Providence, 
Rhode h i and. to pioneer another 
assembly. The church at I larri~burg. 
Pennsylvallla. called me to pastor. 
where [ remamed marc than 8 year:-, 
One of the converts during our stay 111 

Harnshurg \\a\ Ro~rt W. Schambach. 
the \\cIH.nown e\angdt\t, 

After the v.'ar III 1946. we went to 
Gar). I mhana, and ptoner.::red \\ hat 
tK:came Glen p;jrk ,\\:-emhl) of God 
We built a .:hurch building and paid 
off the lndehtedne~\, We n:tlreu III 

June 1987 after 41 )ears 111 the ~ame 
church. [Thc bUlld1l1g I~ no\\ o\\ned 
h) a black congregat1On.] 

~ 1 ) brother Jame" and 111\ \\Ife 
Rhoda \\cre mls"IOnarle\ WIth thl! 
WIlliam E. Slmp\on famll) III 

Northwest ChUla and Tibet. and later 
111 liang Kong and Taiwan The~ are 
both \\Ith the Lord. 

Anthon) Vigna 
Clcan\iltt:r. r:londa 

Brorher ~1.~IJ(I. Ilho is JJ7. disclI.\.\('d 
Ilirll rill' cdiwr (1/£'11' \'l'an ago saml' 
of till' ellrly Iwill/ll Pl'lItt'('osUlI 
preacher.\ (llId dll/rchl's 011 rlU' (,//.I't 

n){lst, The wpl' is ill til/' om! hntor ... 
colll'crimi of the .. \'u{·mhlit'.1 of God 
Archives. Hl'riw.f!.l' Ilopn to pllhli.l'h 
WI article 011 tlie ltallall Pl'III('CO.~WI.I 
al (/ later dllli'. 

ELMER ··.M~ lR~GG 
KAY 5 BO' 5IRl\\O"'i 

JULY 1 \19(, 
HOT-AIR BALLOON RIDE 

A Hot-air Balloon Challenge 
For a long lime Kay TrYAA has had a drea m of going on ~I ho t -~Ii r b ~. lIoon ride. She rul· 

fi lled Ihat dream on her 80lh bi r thday last J uly ncar Portland, Oregon, Now. the cha llcnAc is 
" helher 1Ieritage has readers older than Kay "ho ha" e bee n in one of these contraptions. U 
we dUIl ' t hea r from a nyone. IIeritage ",ilIlI!>sume Kay Trygg holds Ihe record as Ihe oldest 
rellder \\ho has been in a hot-air b:lllooll . Although Elmer did not make the tri p hecau!>e of 
his health. he \\' ~l S there 10 gil e Kay sUI)porL The Tryggs a re retired A~!>cmbl ies of God min­
isters \\ ho lh e in Hitb buro, Oregon. 
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The End of an Era and a Memory from 1953 

D Paul and Betty Wells I fmrn page 4 

Om: of Paul's t:nJ"adl:~ wa .. III Marl.. BUn!alll's church 
III Calculla, Indm Shanng Bllntalt1 '~ burden for a hm.pna!. 
Paul rl: lUl11l:d to thl .. country and rai .. cd $100.000 to help 
budd thl.! A~scmbly of God Ho~pit a l and Resean;h Cl.!11Ire. 
Not on ly that, the Simla Paula church supponed 20 chtldrcn 
111 the Calcutta sc hool for morc than 12 year ... 

The sal ,"illlon-hea ling cru sade lours Includl.!d "tops 1I1 

Italy. Germany. Yugo .. laqa. Austria. [ndone~ta. Ireland, 
Ilaill and other cou ntnl.!s. During thl.! 1950s he look a lea\·c 

S h.ui ng M'H'k Buntain's 
burden for a hospital 
in C~ lculta , Paul 
returned to this country 
and raised $100,000. 

of abse nce and worked wilh Gordon Lind~ay and The Voicc 
of IIeal111g muu<,Jry. 

In 1961, Paul and Belly took a European revIval tour of 
a lifetime . StoppIng fir!lt at the Bahama ... they went on to 
Belfast. Edl11burgh, London. Paris. Berltn. ROlnl.!. Zurich. 
and Amsterdam. preaching to thousand .. in each placc. A 
few years ago Betty told a ncwspaper reporter. "We were 
mct and hosted by c Ivic and ot her govemmental dl gnitaric!I 
along the way. Includ11lg the Lord Mayor of Belfast and 
Willy Brandt. mayor of West Berlin ." 

Paul said. "Once we mel with 10.000 people in Tampa. 
and we've conducted a meeting in a tem in Bakersfield-in 
the summer!" The friendly preacher with a sense of humor 
added. "That was a rea l 'wamling' experience!" 

Through the years. Paul has kept busy in a pastorale 
(1949-88), organizing and directing choirs. preaching in 
evangel l ~t ic meetings and conferences. and raising funds 
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The sprin~ 1989 lIenl<JKt pulllbhed Ihi~ 1966 
photograph of the ~e'cn \\ c~lon IIrnther~. fi,c of 
"holll "cnl inlo the Assrlllhhc~ of (;od minis tQ·. 
\\i th the recent dealh of t.oui~. Ihird from the 
rij:ht. all ~c , en arc decell5ed. ~rorn Ihe lefl. 
Bruer 11895· 1970). San Dicj:o pulice officer; 
\rnold (11196-1975), mi'>5ionar), l.Iible ... chool 
tC;lchcr: Claude (IS98· 1988). d;lir~man: Charl C'> 
(1900·88). Ilastor. district Wllerintendcnt. and 
teadler ; I.oui~ (l903- 1996). Ilastor and teacher; 
I.eonud (I90..l·69), pa ... tor and teacher; and 
Donald 0906-117) Ilastor. 

~.d i tor ·s '<ot e: I remember Leonard 
" cstOIl· ... kindness to me "hile I ,,:, ... I:lking basic 
Iraininlo! at Fort Ord. California. I :llIcndcd Ihe 
a_scmbly Ihal Leonard pastured al nearb)· 
Paci fic (iro' e. One Sunday nighl .. lIile :1 bus 
qrike "a.~ on. the kind pa.~lor &:1' e Ihi.s 1I0rnesick 
Iramee a ride back tu Ihc ba~e. I fdl like a 
cd ebril) riding pas t Ihe ~ I I' g~te in Ihe back ~e al 
of Pas tor's \\·c ... ton·~ Packard. Ii probabl) d idn ·1 
'cern like much to PaSlor and 'Ir~. Wes ton. bul 
Ihe edilor "ill neHr fo rgel their kindness Ih 'll 
night..l4 }c:.rs ago. 

for various Il1l111strics. He has also fou nd time to write 15 
books and produce 14 record album~. 

A" they look back on their mini stry. Paul and Betty 
have much for which to be thankful. One of the most 
important eve nt ~ wa~ when he asked he r to be hi~ pianist on 
a Jaw-budget radIO program in Sacramento-which led to 
the ir marriage. Then they would li st the birth of their 
daught er Sheri. her marriage to Larry Grimes. and the 
binhs of the Ir grandc hildren as very important mile posts in 
their 56 year~ together. 

One of theIr great JOYs was to have the ir dau ghter Sheri 
and her husband Larry Grimes servc as assoc iate pastors at 
Ihe Santa Paula churc h. When Paul and BellY resigned in 
1988. after 39 years of ministry. the church e lected Larry 
and Sheri as their ~tlccessors. Now the Grimes couple are 
pasto ring Mountaill C hri stian Center in Oakhurst. 
California. 

Today Paul and Betty Wcll s are slill li vin g by faith. in 
keeping with James Well s' 1918 song. They keep busy 

a:> scni ors pastors at Canyon Hill s Assembly of God. 
Bakersfie ld . pastoring senior c itizens in a ··Primetimers·· 
group. Here they have the privilege of helping to meet the 
needs of the sick. lonely. and forgotten older people of the 
area. Paul al so makes hospital calls for an area Health 
Management Organization (HMO). doing public relmions 
work as well as praying for the patients. 

Things would have been different had James Wells sur­
vived the 1925 car accident. But Paul Monroe Wells does 
not quest ion God in the matter. And he is not I11terested in 
turning back the calendar to change circumstances. He is 
interested in serving faithfully the God who called him in a 
children's service so many years ago in Taft. California. He 
still believes that if God opens the door, he should walk 
through. 

The Lord I know mleth o'er everythillg .. 
I I'm} livillg by faith ill JeslfS above. .f.. 



S EEN I-PRINT 

\ \ ;1 ~nice to our re;lde ..... th i., column hi~hlil!hh bool.., "illl 
l'ent t"("()~ t;,1 ;lnd rel;Ited thrllll'" ilnd \I hi<"h are often nOl "idi:l~ pm­
rnOI £-d h~ ulhl'f lIl t'an'. Ih"cau\t' ,,,me uf till' lillt', li"U'd h('rt, <In'prj. 
latC'l,1 llubU"hNt. order .. IIlU '" be placcd Ililh Ihe ltuthor IIf puhh,h. 
cr. Ordl'r"huuld nOI be,cn! 10 the h ... cmbliC\l)f(;od \ rchil 1", 

Su"ic ( ' 111111 ingham Slanlc~. Fell/illill I'illar of I:in', TIl t' UJe IIJ 
AlflU/lVhile (Cle1cland. Ohiu: The I'il~ .. illl Pre.,." II)I)JI. 162 
Pi>. SH.99 hardback: $ 1-',99 Ilap('r. 

"Fcmini .. i." wilh ih modern. hl'ocr>ll LllIcrpreliuion. might 1101 
he the \\ord \lm;1 While (IS6:!·194(J1 v.ould h.I\''': t:hlm~n.!lUl 

Ihere i ... no douht Ihal tim .. ITOng and lIldcpcntlcnl '-'t)m'lIl louglll 
,tlilhe cld'inill(ln .. ol"\\.hal a "llm,tIl .... ;h 'UPIl() .... cd 10 I:oe ,jI the end 
of the nineteenth and tx=ginning \lIthe tllelllie[h l"I!llluril'~, 

When "omen IICn: 1l1()~tl) n)lhl~lled [0 [ht' rok~ 01 II ik .md 
mOlher and billcrl) oppowd >l~ pn:,H:her~ Alma Whi[e deld, 
oped 11110 a fierce ,mel "LLcce~.,jLLI rdigiou~ IL'ader and prl.'acher, ,\ 

lounder of Ihe Penleco~[al L'nion and Pillar of Fire 1l100erncllt~, 
.,hl.: lound bihlical ,Iffirmation lor her mle ,I., prophet and preach­
er III the tlce 01 oppo~i[ion from Ihe \1clhodi,[ I'.pi"l·(lpal 

Churdl ,md her hu~l:"Iand. 
Alma While I~ one of Iho.,e fa.,un'lIing I.:har.u":ler~ only found 

III America, panicularly We.,[em\nll'rican, hi.,[ol1, Shl.' V"h ridl 

in conl r;ldiclioll and largl'r than ILk. In addition to h,l\ IIlg a 
··femini.,,,' ~idc. ~he \:1\\ her.,dl a., a ··fulldamelllilli,,·· rhi., 

~cemi ng IIlcon\i\lency i<, onl) onl' oflhl' intriguing il~pcct' of her 
life, which aho lIltluded vegl.'t:Lri'lIlNn. Ihl' foun(hng oj a n:li· 
g iou<, commune. and affilialioll \~ith Ihe Ku Klu\ Kbn_ 

h om [he (' ll\ l.'r 

Ithiel C. Clemmons,llisllOp C. II ,\taWil, alld flJe ROOf\ of til l' 
CIII/rel! of God ill Christ lUakcr,ficld, C \ : Pneuma Life 
I)uhlbhing, 1996),208 pp., $19.99, paper 

Student ,> of Pcnteco\lal hi,tnl1 \1 Lli reeogni/e [he name 01 C 
II. Mihon, lounder of Ihe Church of God in Chri'l-------<on,idered 
Ihe "flr~t major denominalion 10 ,pring from [he fin:~ uf lhc 
A/w,;L Slree[ f('vival:' Bi~hop \hhon \la, hom a ,on of sla~e~ in 

I S66 and died in 1961 . The Chun:h of God in Chri'l. 1\ ilh hl.'ad 

41 Ir r-... \J.:I I".knllt 'i.<'~·e "ld Ihe \'''l''mhlic'' "'I ('lxi, 
Srnn~fi¢ld. \11",'.11 , .ITl' memtx'T\ of tht 
I'cntt'l', "Ial, ('h.lri'ma[lt' (·hurlhc .. 11\ ..... ,'nh ,\mo.:rll·;I (1'( '( -..... \ I. 

\I)('llllhc 1"oI.l<.'k. Dr 1),1\ Id 1)_ Ibnil.'h v, rile, milk' Illrt'I\\lrd: 

'\\ hlk tht' houk d,1\.."'5 nut d.lim In hi: l'\h;Itl<,[I\'l'. II dnes pu.'S\.'f\[ 

,Ill ng ging h,,[,,1)' "f nl'h.,p \1,1"'11 and [he ,1.-\1.'It'I'I11('nl 1,1 [hc 
Chun:h "I G\xI -, Chrl '<l . \\ It It thIS hook BI,h.,p ( ("nullom m;tU­

i!Ur.lh:, II_W l'".:a 101 [he l"hurrh ull,,>..1 in Chri .. l ~dltllar-. In Ihe 
dt'n(lmmalll,n dellltlll\Uahng Ihe CIlI ... lru ... ·ll\\· ftlk tt·I\.'~ ,"'an pl.lY 
III ;I,halklll)C Ih ... hI ... '1 ,,1 tlk' Ir:uil[ltlll and Ihl' realm 0 klllgdom 
1,I(i."I. Bi\hl'p (kmnllm .. · l"H. .... ,k "'III Jdinildy """1"\'e .s tht' 10.:\1 

[hal all ,criuu, ~[udcn " III Churd "f ('(ld III ("lUI'>! lu,IOr) " II 
11<1'(' 1,1 1.:"I ... ull firsl and a !11t [II Ih(l'c .,t·ekHl~ lIhlghl uno that 
hl"I\lr~ .. 

Bi,h"p C1L'111111\'lh I' a nK·mh..'r ul 11K' ('el1n>l1 Bn,lId of 11ll' 

("hurdl 01 (;11d in nUl't Ik 1 .. lh ... Churl.:h·" hi'llIlIml .LOtI '('f\e., 
1\1\1 nll1~fl.'g;IIIt1lh 111 ..... l·" )I,rk ,md ..... ,'nh Caroll1u I k I' dl.ur 
nun 1111h~' ,_\ .... ~'ull\\.· (',llIUnllll'l' \lllh ... Pell[l.·l""tal/('h.lriloOnl.lu .. 

Churl'll ... , 11\ ..... ,'nh \mefLr,1 I PCC ..... -\ I. 

• 

i.eun Uli!)lI , FrUIII \taill i' (() ,11(' lIimala.wn '''' Ilrin),!lidd , \I() : 

puhli ,> hcd b~ the lIulhur, 1996 1, 227 IIp. ,11.50 pu.,ljlilid. 
nook~ ar{' 1I\ilila!)l{' fmm the author, co (;('or),!(' ("r;l"Ii,rd, 

.\1'161'1 Suu lh I.e\i ngtun ("ullrt, "'Ilringfield, \10 1'151'107, 
Ll'Oll Elliott ere\\ lip on a lann III Lillkll'n. \1;IIIK' and 

kilflh.:d 10 ··!ill.' h~ failh·· 1\ hill' al1cndin~ lIOn Blhl ... In~lLIull" 

I'rm idem:c. Rhntk hl'IIlt!. umkr [hI' mini'lr~ of Chli,lLIll' 
(iilNlIl, Burdl'lll'd I,'r India aUl'!' nlll1plL'llll~ 'Wdll'S ,lI1d min 
i,[r) in [h ... LIS , Hlwllidt for India 1\lIh liuk 'UPI)(lrllll 1"'1. 
Runnjn~ (lui of nl\lne~, hc \'.;'" forl'l.'d \0 't;l~ in Iklnll ,III,] '\,Iil 
h'r ,uppon from 11\11111.' Illl'n II v. .. ., on hI [) .. ma"l'U\ h~ hll<" hus 
[0 Baghdad, anll tram 10 n .. ,ra v,hl.'rl.' he I.-alight a .,hip III Indi, .. 

1.,III.'f hI.' pm["l<hcd to \lmella \"alk) hy mail: .,Ill' l'anll' [n India 
\\herl.' Ih ... ~ v,!.'r ... marril.'d ,Illd , ... nl'lI;h it Illi",ion;lr~ [l';Ull. 

In 19.<iO [hey \\1.'1"1" l'alkd on III m>lna¥c tlw Cht1,kr.. l,ndJ!c 
a llll, .. inn;lry fl.',1 Ihlml.' ,lIld r ... trc,1I lOtl\plL'\ high III the 
11I mala);I'_ They rt'tl\,lIlwd a[ [Ill' Lodge Ulllt1lh~ I.:nd 01 thl.'il 

active Im"iollar~ du[~ Ltl ,<Ill.:! 
\1;lrk ,md lIuJ(bh BUlltlln mCI Ihe ".llIoth .,h"rtly alter th ... 

Bumaim arrn ed III (",Ikulla ,h mi .... jllnaril" III 1954 "\1.trk and 

I havc 11<:\.'11 gr ... ally enriched h~ Ihl.' i-Jliulh and [h ... · encoura~ ... 
IliCllllhe) ga\c III u, HI "urearly {by., ('\ nllni'lr~:'lluld,1 \\TO[e 

ltl Ihe forev.ord, She ;!ddl.'d. "Thl' .,Wry !\lId v. uhm Ihc'e IMg"" 
rennd Ihl.'ir c.\llCrll·nl'I.'" and LUh\\l'f\ ing ullCdlenn' In th" Gill IIj 
God nn Iheir Ii' ...... II II ill hi.: a hlc"lIlg [("I re,llkl'~ lor !!en ... r;III\III, 

10 comc 
Ih: FI1ioll~ are nOI-l rl'tlrcd ,md Ill'ill).! III Spl1U)!l"Ldd. 

\ ·l i"oUTI. ~t~ 
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o Eliason / from page 10 

ull!d to conduct revival \L'rv](;c~ In 

Scattk:. Wash1llgton. bcgllHllng on a 
Sunday I1IghL lie and hl~ famtly Wefe on 
the othl!f ... ide of the mount.!!n ..... <Iml the 
highways over the mountain .... were all c.:lo ... ed due to a 
.... evert! "'110w ... lorm. 

StilI the evangcll ... t believed that God wanted hm1 10 be 
In St!<luk on that Sunday I1Ight, <;,{) he headc<.l toward lhe 
mOllntain, m "plte of the weather reports and the road ... 
bclllg Illlpas\abic. By LJlth he ,md hl\ family ... ang. "Got 
Any R1\ crs 'l" God honored their faith He sent a Chmook 
\I,-md and mchcd the ,now, so they rCil!,;hcd their de .... unallon 
without any trouble. 

I n ..,peakmg with Norma Llla\on. Q ... C<lf· ... widow .... he 
said. 'Tm glad \omcone 1\ mtcrt.: .... (cd In 'GOI Any Rivers?' 
That .. ong ha\I1'\ Ollllm;d It" ll';cfulnc ... s yet" AnOlht! f 
comment .. he made \ .. a .. , "He ha .. other song ... which arc Just 
as good They Just didn't gct the cxposure that 'Got Any 
Rivers?' did" She "'<lYs that throughout the year ... they 
rece Lved many good reports or the song. 

The popularity orthe "'ong spread to Eng land When one 
o f the leader .. LIl the Sah'ation Army died, 1m favon te 

.. ong wa .. sung at hi" funeral. It was "GOt Any River .. ?" 
The u .. e of thi ..... ong was mentioned LI1 the ~hJr Cry. Ihe 
Salvat ion Army maga/Lne, After reading tIllS, Oscar said. 
"lias Lt gOl\en all the way over there')'" "Maybe there IS 
another .. on!,! h) Ihe ... mm: mlllle." He v,.rote 10 Ihe Hal' Cry 
and learned that It wa .. the .~ame song that he had compo .. ed 
many years earlier 

A modern~day testimony co nce riling "Got Any 
Rlvcrs"'" L ... n::p0l1cd by Ilw,sionarics Rod and Sherry Boyd 
of Panama, In theLr Scptember 1996 mLssionary newsletter 
they reported vis ll Ll1g the Guaymi Indians In thc mountams 
of northwest Panama to solidify plans to start a new Latlll 
America ChLldCan; sc hool. 

It was raLlllng very hard, and they had to dnve 6 hours 
from P,-1I1<I111<1 City and then na\ igale a 2~ hour Inp on fool. 
T hey anwed safely al their de"tlllation and had a produc~ 
tl ve meettng \'vtlh the Gua)'mis; however, on the rdurn trip 
they became .. eparated from ot her members of theIr mis­
"'Ionary team. It conu nued to rain heaV Ily. and they lost 
their \ .. ay. Soml! o f the party ended up cllmb mg steep 
mountai ns and thcn had 10 cross a ra ln~swoll en st ream 10 

gC I bac k to thei r destin atio n. 
They prayed con tmu all y, and their two daughte r~ sling 

songs they had learned at MK (Missionary Kids) boot­
camp. The group c\'entually ended up at the main highway, 
about 2 mi les away from thei r intended dest Ination. T hey 
nagged down a man in a pick up. who happened to be one 
of Ihe chmch members. He took them back to theIr van 
where the other" were waiting.11 When all was said and 
done. they rea li /cd th at God had provided j ust like in the 
chorus: "Got an y rive rs you think are unc rossable? Got 
any mountallls you can ' t tunne l through?"' 

Oscar E liason and his mus ic have had an innuence on 
countless thousands throug hout the years. Former 

general supennte ndent G . Raymond Carl son and hi s wife, 
Mae. speak fo ndl y o f Oscar Eliason. Carlson, along wi th 
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13.mlett Petcrson and Ru ...... ell Olson of Mmnt!"'Ola, each 
look a tum at huntmg det!r. elk. and other game 111 Oscar 
Elta ... on's woocb at Cook. MlnncsOIa. And tooJY, III thl! 
Carlsons' ]1\:lng room. one of theIr chenshed pieces of 
musIc ... a memonal songbook called Making Melody 
which cOntalOs 14 of Ehason's compositIOn", Eliason com­
posed the song. "A Name I Highly Treasure."' \\'hich i~ onc 
of the CJrlsons' favonte gospel song .... It has a beautiful 
message. Other well~kno\\'n ,>ongs written by Elia,;on 
IIlclude: "'I Lean On HI'; Mercy." "Je'>us, the Falre"t of AIL'" 
and "Wonderful Place of Prayer." 

In retrospection. G. Raymond Carlson remembcr~ 
Oscar chason as a fine Chri..tian gentleman. "Hc \\ as the 
kll1d of man that he didn't want credit for thlOgS" In llIlt! 
with thi .. It should be noted that some of hiS songs. such a ... 
"Got Any Rivers?" \\ere IT1 public usc for "e"'cral year" 
before Eliason obtained a copyngh l. 

Robert Scharnberg of Floodwood, Minnesota. remem~ 
ber. .. a time that Eliason attended a fellowship meetmg at 
International Falls. "!--Ie was almost in tears as I sang the 
song. 'A ll Your Anxiety: It really mini .. tercd to him, and he 
testified that he'd never heard such a beautiful song In all 
hi'> bfe ... .") The IWO men ~Iruck up a friend~llIp. and after~ 
ward Eliason ~ent Schamberg a copy of most of the songs 
he had composed up to that time. Robert and Tillie 
Scharnberg cherish the mU~ lc of Oscar Ehason. especially 
the chorus "Got Any Rivers?"' and the song "A Name I 
Highly Treasu re," 

And how many more testimonies could be written 
about Oscar Ebason and his music? And what abou t the 
way the chorus, "Got Any Rivers?" has blesscd and con t in~ 
ues to bless untold thousands in the Assemblies of God and 
other denominattons? 

NUlt'l 
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PHOTOS FROM O UR R EADERS 

Career Achie\emcnt t\\\ard. Thl' Suu l hern ClIlifumi:1 Culle!!£' \Iumlll \~"lK'ia[jon 
pres('nled il'> 19K9 Career \chi('\t'menl \\l:lrd 10 nonellll Rabl', /lerilagl' reCtll!nile~ that 
:lchiCIClIlcn i b~ Iwbli ... hing c\cerph frum Ihl' 11\\ard inlroduCIion lIIHI :1 19.19 phueu of 
Fred (1904-761 and HonCtlH (19 11- I I{abe. Bonella. nOlI S6.liH" in '\on'll l". C;l l iforn i;l . 

.. For over 50 yeaf', IhlS alumnu\ ha ... been 1I1\'ohcd in the mini'MY of hdp­
ing OIhcrs--Ihroughoul numerou .... re\i\aJ crll',adcl., in the \lid\\C-.L Canad,1. 
and (he Wc .... tern Stale .... Thou\an<b rcccin:d .. ound IcacJlIng: man) hundred .... 
accepted Jcsu<, Chri .... t ;\\ Savior. and score.., entered full-lime ll1illl .... \n ;I" a 
rc\ult of the challenge presented by till'. exemplar) pcr .. on. -

''This gallam lady ha" actually been a 'recruiling officcr' by guidIng ne\\ 
convcn~ i11l0 ~ound. academic training and. ovcr thc ycar,>. by rdernng 
do/cns of ~tudcnt'> to Soulhern California College. She 11a'" been pcr ... onally 
invoh'cd in their li\cs by counseling and as"I~ting them into place,> of min· 
i'itry. Her converts and her young pcople lla\c bccomc her lifc·long friend,>. 

"In bctwcen evangeli~tic meetings. ,>he found time to ,crY!: a ... pa ... tor. 
interim pa'itor. youth pa'itor. Bible school in'>trllctor. and \vas involved for 
many ycar., in Los Angelc'i Skidrow mis'iion ''''or\... county jail and ho'>pital 
mini..,try, a.., well a'i in conducting strcet mceting.,." 

o Minnesota Renewal/ from page 6 

churchcs \\ hcrc the mc~sagc was pro­
claimed. There \\as nothing "dry" 
about those serv ices. 

In those days man) of the places 
of worship had lilli e that appealed to 
one''i sensc of beauty. Many places 
wcrc "cvcrcly plain. even ugly, by 
today\ ,>tandards. but the prcsencc of 
the Lord 'ieerned 10 be felt by aiL The 
manifestation'i of the Spirit. thc Word 
of God. and the preaching of the 
cross o f Christ were held in deep rev· 
erence. 

One example was told to mc by 
Zelma Argue, an early evangel ist. 
When the fami ly was still home in 
Canada. hcr fathcr hc,ml about the 
outpouring of the lIol y Spirit in 
Chicago. Hi'i hungry hcart \\as stirred 
and he bade his family farewell. H~ 
didn't know how long he'd be gone, 
bu t he must have this baptism with 
tile 1I01y Spirit. After ~ome days he 
sent a telegram to he wife telling that 
the Lord had fil led him with the Holy 
Spirit and that he would be home on 
a CCl1ain day. 

A", thc time ncan:d :zelma noticed 

Earl) Pentecostals \\ould oftcn 

sutler opposition, A ngry mobs 

interrupted th e meet ings. tllI'e\\ 

eggs, tomatoes, and stones. 

They cut I'opes and e\ en 
burned tcnts. 

her mOlher secmed apprehensivc. She 
soon confidcd in her daughtc r "'<lying. 
"I am worried. I don'l kno\\ what to 
do. 11 0\\ am I to Ireat a man \\ hOIll 
the Almighty God ha", filled with lIis 
Spirit?" 

Peoplc wcre from "alying back­
grollnd~ and tcaching, Some \\ ho had 
felt the bondage of denominational 
straight jackets and dead fonnali~m 
reveled in a ncw freedom and libcl1y of 
exprc'>sion. 'nli~ often led to extremes 
and excc'i';CS wh ich brought reproach 
instead of ble'>sing. 

The fear of drifting again into 

IJ 

Fred ~ ll1d Honella R:lhe. I<)J9 

cold formallt) hrought .1 di,>lru,t of 
e\ery thing that might he called orga 
ninHiol1. Becau ... e of thi, there \\;1 ... 

little I}fO\I\ion for the chddrcn or 
young peoplc in the \''') of ... ) "tcrnat· 
ic ,>crvicc ... and <,ludic .... In m,lIl) an:a\ 
it took ye,ll's befOlv the belic\ers rcc· 
ogni/cd that Sunday ... chools and 
rlann~d Ics.,on\ could al~o be u.,ed 11) 
the I ioly Spirit to gloriI') Chri ... t. 

Aftl.!f my hu.,band ami I had becn 
in the mini ... tr) for just a \hon tnne. 
we were burdened about thIS need 
and ,>ought to start SUllda) ... chool 111 

i\linllcapo1i\. With the help of the 
Lord, we ovcrcame oPpo\llion. From 
the fiN Sunday God met lh :lIld a 
rev!'al slarted in Ihe hearh of Ihl.! 
boy ... and girls. We wi.,hl.!d we could 
ha\c had Pcntcco\lal hl.!lp:-. 01 .,OIllC 
kind. but the) ,\cre llOt a\;IlI:lhk 
(none bcing prinll.!d Ihen!), Today.:I'> 
\\C ,>ce the great work thai has been 
done and i\ bcing carried on by the 
v;lrious department,> of Ollr 
A\scmblic:-. of God. we g i\c prai ... e to 
our Lord. It i'i lIi\ \",ork. To lI im he 
all the glory. 
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