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HERITAGE LETTER

The Ambassador Has Been Found
A/G Missionary Plane Destroyed in Hurricane Andrew
- - - -By Wayne

I

Warner

I'S prclty hard 10 hide a C-46 Commando cargo plane.
But for 44 ycar~ the old Ambassador I mi",,,,ionary

plane had been missing.

Until lasl February.
Well, leI me explain. After th e Assemblies of God
traded this plane in 1949 on a B-i7-Ambassador /I-it
was exported 10 Bra zil and dropped oul of sight for u).
We simpl y losl track of it and knew nothing of its
whereabouts until last February. That'S when we heard
that the Drug Enforcemenl AdminiSlralion had seized it
and then, worse than that, it was destroyed by Hurricane
Andrew 1asl Augu st.

It was one of 268 planes
destroyed at Tamiami Airport
during Hurricane Andrew, Airport
manager Clair Sherrick said,
"The airport looked like a war
and that we had lost."

Abo.t, Ihr oldlmbruSQllor I (-46 .. a\ par!.ed al T~ml~ml "irporl .. hfn IlIi~
pllulo .. a~ I~loifn AUICU,I 23, 1992, Iht dM' brfurt' lIurriunr ,\ndr~ .. hll.
ltflo ... Ihf Ilholol( rli llher Inok Ihl, ,hOllhl' dll) afll" Ihr \10.111. "ndr... IUD!.
Iht plant ahuu l li milt and dump~d II MI lilt fnd of M.un"II'. l' holU,nUl.lt"
uf Oair 'herrlcloi. IIlrporl manllRfr

In its final flight tumbling down the Tamiami runway,
it was far less dignified than in its fi rst missionary run 45
years ago as it headed IOward Liberia.
Th e late Gene Callentine, engineer and co-pi lot, had
liule love for the C harli e 46, as he ca lled i(. " It was a
bucket of bolts," he would say while showing partiality
IOward Ambassador II. SUI pilot Herman Revis, who is
Mi.»iuna,i" and Ihr AmbuJJQdor I ("~ .. " Hr pari of hislOr) on ..... pltmbC'r
3. 19-18, "' h~n Ih~) r~lurn~d from Ahka on Ihe firsl inlH nalio nal misslon~"
flilCh1. II " -as Iht bllClCtsl pl a nt fhinlC uUI uf "prlnlCfleld al Iht Ilmr ~ nd
us u~II )' dre .. a no .. d ..-hent'H illook orr or landtd.

retired al Casselberry, Florida, some 200 Ilule'> from
where the Ambassador mel its end, called it a g reat
plane.
It must have been more than a bucket of bolt'> 10 have
survived nearly 50 years. And something less than a
great plane.
For you who knew nothing about the A'isemblie.-., of
God and it s international nights (and mis,>ed the earlier
Heritage and Springfield! magazine slO rie\), here's a
brief look al those three years, 1948-51.
Imm ediately after World War II , the Departmenl of
Foreign Missions discussed the possibility of buying a
plane big enough to transport missionaries and materials
to foreign fields. Word came to DirectOr Noel Perkin
that the army had surplus planes in Arkan sas that were
going for a fraction of their cost.
It was decided to buy tWO ca rgo planes, designated by
the army as C-46 and which th e Cu rt iss Wright factory

began delivering to the military in July 1942. Powered
by two IS-cylinder Pratt & Whitney engines which
develo ped 2,000 horsepower each on takeorr, the plane
had a maximum speed or 264 mph and was the biggest
two-engine land plane in th e world when it was built.
Th e C-46s gained their greatest rame during the war by
nying war materials over the "Hump" rrom India to
China arter Ihe Japan ese dosed the Burm a Road.

..

-
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The old C-46 cargo plane is
nothing more than a fuselage,
engines, instruments, and a cockpit.
But for a few missionaries who still
remember Oying into Liberia and
India and Brazil and other exotic
airports, its final fate is sad.
To say that we gOt a bargain o n the planes is an underThe original cost was $233,000 each, and we
paid but $5 ,000. Then the Missions Department decided
to park o ne or the planes and use il ro r part s. The ot her
plane received a $15,000 race lirt, modified ror 40
passengers and brought to civilian standards. A host or
yo ung peop le began raising money ror th e plane in one
or th e first Speed-the-Light projects.
Then take-orr day August 12, 1948. What a day!
Whil e hundred s cheered and prayed al the Springfield
Airport, the Ambassador roared down the run way
bound ror Arrica. Crammed inside was a sma ll
amphibian plan e and other ca rgo. Seated in th e cabi n
wcre 14 missionaries headed ror their lands or calling.
" It's a dream come true," exclaimed Missions
Director Noel Perkin . And George Carmichael agreed,
seeing the world beco ming smaller: " The heavens have
beco me a highway linking the missio n fields or the
world. "
A year later, rollowing several trips to ports or ca ll
around the world, the C-46 was traded on the rourengine 8-17 modified bomber which was once owned by
Ihe president or the Philippines Airlines. This plane
co ntinued the missionary flight s ror 2 years, but then
the Mi ssions Department decided the service had
become impractical. That plane wound up in the hands
or the French government and is now at the Imperial
War Mu se um, Duxrord Airfield, England. Now called
Mary Alice arter a World War II plane, it is said to be
the most accurately restored B-17 in existence.
~tatc ll1 ent.

Wayne E. Warner is
Director oj the A IG
Archives.
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Abo't, pilol John S~'Mjlf ~nd tht A l e Kinjl
Air. II \OMS his Idea 10 continur thf sta rch for
AmhunadQr T. RilChl. II trm~n Me'is piluted
thf Am/:Junadt')r I and 1/ 1948·5 1. IIf is
spfmlinlC his rclircmfnll fll r~ In H onda.

N

oW ror the mysterious di sa ppearance of NC5925V,
Ambassador I.

In researching for the planes in 1985 , I checked with
the Federal Aviation Administrat ion (FAA) and was
told that the office had no rurther inrormation on the
C-46 after it was exported to Brazil in 194910 be used
on Varig Airlines flight s. Then 10 rurther rrustrat e the
search in Brazil we were using the wrong serial number
and never round it. With the new serial number, we are
hoping Varig can give information on its use in Brazil.
Enter Joh n Savage, the current A /G pilot.
Last February John lOok a look at the large photograph or the Ambassador /, which is hanging on my
of rice wall, and said, "We're going to find that plane'"
He grabbed the phone and started dialing the FAA. All
the time I knew we had gone as rar as we could with the
FAA since the plane was out or the country.
Now I'm glad John wasn't willing 10 give up thai easily.
He discovered that the FAA emplo yee in 1985 overlooked the ract that the plane was returned 10 the U.S.
in 1969 and was used as a cargo plane ror the next 22
years. Unknown to us at the time, a company in nearby
Tulsa was one of the 10 registered owners.
A rew days later, with microfiche of the complete
ConlinUfd on pagr 28

John Peter Kolenda

-----"''''-

" A Man Sent From God Whose Name Was]obn"
By Lenis Wilso n

A

s the lifeless body of Joh n Peter

Kolenda was carried from the
bedroo m o f his ho me in ModestO,
California , a tract fell from his
hand . It 's title, "Good Night or
Good -bye ,'" seem ed a fi tting final
message from one who had preached

the gospel for nearly 70 years on
three continent s.
J. P. Ko lenda was a remarkable
man. H is deep co nvictions , strong
physical frame , and q uic k a n d
creative mind made him a leader,
but he sought neither posi tion nor
recognition. An engaging smile. a
voice that could both thunder and
Lewis Wilson is the vice-president
for academic affairs at Southern
California College. His wife,
Lenore, is J. P. Kolenda's niece.
The assistance of Alben Brenda's
two privalely published books, The
General and 1 Heard from Heaven,
is gratefully acknowledged.

whisper, his obviou.~ lon~ for
people, a readiness to give: of
himself, and a lotal commitment
10 God won 11Iill a wide circle of
friend~ and admirers. To many who
loved him, he wa~, ~imply, "Undl'
John," "Tio Joao, " or, in hi~ laler
years in Germany, "Opa." William
Mcnzic~ lisl~ him wilh the "giant s
of faith who have leh a worthy
heritage,"! and none \.. ho kncw
John Kolenda would di.,agree.
With his .,eemmgly boundles s
energy, he taught, preached, wrOte,
built, coun~eled, and raised funds
10 advance that ponion of the
work of God with which he was
emrusted. Though a popular and
powerful preacher who.,e sermons
are .,till remembered, he was rcady
to exchange his suit for overalls if
manual labor was required. On at
least one occasion he poured the
concrete floo r of a new church until
late at night and preached in the
building the followmg day.
In his 60s, arter a strenuous life,
his family encouraged him to retire,
but 20 years later, he was going

s.r()llg. Shortly after a scrious heart
allad. he drove acro~s country in
hi~ lillie Carman Ghia to fulfill
a preaching a~~ignment. and after
a hip replacement, though in his
8(}', he traveled to ~cene ... of hi~
earlier mini'MY in the Amazon and
Germany
Hi'i inner .~trength \\as , of course ,
morc important. It 'ilemmed from
his profound faith that God had
called him and the projects he
und e rtook were directed from
heaven. Though a modl!st man, he
..... a~ intimidated by no one. He once
persuaded one of the world'~ most
famous evangelists to alter an illconceived project. But his strong
,onvlctions were tempered by a
con,ern for God 's work. Building
the Kingdom was more imponant
than demonstra ting the rightness
of his posit ion.
He was a man o f visio n wh o
dared to undert a ke great projects
that 10 others seemed impossibl e.
And, over th e yea rs, his dream s
were trans lated into a n a mazi ng list
of ch urches, Bi ble sc hoo ls, printing
AG IHRITA <.. t _. SI'RI .... ( . 1993 5

plants, and extension courses as a
direct result of his vi~ion and drivc.
Lawrence Olson, his long·time
friend and missionary colleague,
claimed he had never seen one of
his projects fail. 1
Though they stand as tangible
tcstimonies to his life and work,
his influence was even greater.
Through his preaching and teaching
he touched untold Ihollsands. His
work in training young ministers
in Bra7il and Germany has sig·
nificantly shaped the Pentecostal
work in those countries. J. Philip
Hogan has described him as "a
great teacher and trainer. He,
perhaps morc than any Other man
I have known, inspired young men
to prepare themselves for the
ministry.'"

J

ohn Kolenda was reared in a
godly family. His father, Ludwig
Kolenda, was a milk dealer in
Germany and his mother, Emelia,
was a seamstress. As an evangelical
Lutheran lay preacher in Germany,
Ludwig had established twO churches
before responding to a cal! from
friends who had migrated 1O Brazil
to join thcm.
He sold his apartment house and
business and emigrated to Brazil.

John lind Muguerhc Kolcndll with John's sister
Mllrtha and her son In 1937.
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Future

mi~siomlry

John Kulenda is on the leF! willi this hmil) group in Michigan, aboul 1917.

His wife and family shared his
burden for the spiritual needs there.
In 7 years he started twO schools
and three churches in the southern
state of Rio Grande do SuI before
moving to the United States.
After a brief tenure as pastor
of a Gcrman·Russian church in
Colorado, he settled in the thumb
region of Michigan where he farmed
and pastored a rural German church.
John had arrived at Ellis Island
with his mother, twO sisters, and
two brothers in 1909, when he was
11. His father had preceded them
and one sister, Martha, had remained in Brazil. Within a year
the boy who already knew two
languages had learned sufficient
English to advance to his proper
school grade. He liked to read,
particularly works of history and
geography, and pored over his
books by lamplight even after a
hard day's work on the farm.
In Michigan he was active in
church youth activities, sang in the
choir, taught a Sunday school class,
and, when the family purchased a
Model T Ford in 1916, became the
church chauffeur. Bul at 18, he
recognized his need for a personal
conversion and gave his life to God.
Through reading Maria WoodworthEtter's, Signs and Wonders, he

accepted divine healing, and,
shortly afterwards, witnessed an
incredible miracle as a cobbler
friend regained the use of legs
which were thought to be hope·
lessly paralyzed.
Learning of Pentecostals In
Detroit, he took a summer job III
Royal Oak in order to attend their
meetings. Not long afterwards,
through the ministry of Aimee
Semple McPherson, he and other
members of his family were filled
with the Spirit.
At 21, Kolenda's father's health
began to decline, and he looked 10
John, the second of his three sons
to take over the family farm in
Michigan.
Though from boyhood he had
felt an inclination to enter the
ministry, John also seriously
considered becoming a building
contractor or a dentist. At 17 he
had taken a business course at
Ferris Institute in Delroit. But after
his baptism in the Holy Spirit, he
was confident that God had called
him to full·time ministry, and so he
declined his father'S offer. Then
after learning that D. W. Kerr, the
highly respected former pastor in
Cleveland, Ohio, would be teaching in a new Bible school in Los
Angeles, he took the train to

A pastors

conferen~e

in Hrazil with John Kolend a in the ce nter on

California in the fall of 1920.
At Southern Cali fo rnia Bible
School , now So uthern Ca lifo rn ia
Coi!ege, he studied bas ic English
Bible with a strong emphasis on
practical mini str y, and met
expenses by painting houses and
selling cars. Th e school's strong
emphasis on mi ssions and his
knowledge of Portuguese encouraged Kolenda to co nsider that
Brazil might be his ca llin g. In
1922 he completed the 2-year co urse
and was ordained by the newl y
organized Southern Ca liforn ia
District of the Assemblies o f God .
Though he had not sought a
wife, as he neared graduati on he
became acquainted with Marguerit e
West mark who had accepted the
Pentecostal message while attending a Nazarene college in nearby Pasadena. An accomplished
pianist, she had become involved
with the music program of the new
Bible school. She had long felt a
call to Brazil, and as the youn g
couple recognized their common
interest, romance developed. Th eir
marriage in her home town, Minneapolis, Minnesota, that wint er
began a life-long ministry as they
joined their gifts in a single-minded
commitmem to God's work. To a
significant degree, "his" ministry

Ih~

lower step_

was "their" ministry.

S

oon after graduation, Kolenda
had returned to his home in
Michigan to be with his father who
was not well and died a few months
later. To suppon himself and his
new bride, he joined his brotherin-law's new business venture in
Pigeon selling tires, batteries, and
radios while he preached at various
places in the vicinity. At the time,
there were probably no more than
10 Assemblies of God churches in
the entire state of Michigan, a
part of the newly formed Central
District .
T he business went well but
Kolenda became increasingly dissalified with his secular work.
When twO visitors to one of his
services invited him to start a
church in nearby Harbor Beach, he
resigned from the business and took
up residence with a church family
there holding services III the
upstairs Orange Hall.
Though attendance grew, his
vision was to reach the community,
and so that summer he bought a 300
seat tent and pitched it in the center
of town. So many accepted Christ
d uring the month it was in use that
th e hall was filled when services
were resumed indoors .

The following summer. Kolenda
pitched the [cnt in Bad Axe. the
counly ~eat, inviting George and
Oda Payne, who were to remain lifelong friends. as evangelists. The
nLlclell~ of a strong church was
created and Kolcnda assumed the
re~ponsibilit\ for it as well. For
0\"('[ a year he not only pastored
bOth churches, but assisted in
establishing or strengthening Olhers
in Pc.x'ii. and Applegate.
In 1927 he jl)ined with the
Payne~,
Rollin Severance, and
others in forming the :V1ichigan
Evangelistic Association to
establbh churches throughout the
state. The first d"fort was in South
Flint as a large tent was pitched
near the main highway. A chun:h
was established and a brick building
seating 250 was built in a major act
of faith.
That fall Kolendrt accepted the
pastorate and moved to South
Flint. To meet ewenses, he lived
in the church basemen! and pair~ted
houses. But within rnolllhs the
congregation doubled. he ended his
secular wo rk, and the Kolendas
moved into a new duplex.
That summer the church co~
operated in a city-\vide campaign
held in a large, temporary tabernacle. At the end of the campaign,
even though he had no funds,
Kolenda purchased the building,
moved it to a lot by the Flim River.
and renamed thc church Riverside
Tabernacle. Within a year, {he
congregat ion had grown to 600 and
a new brick church was undertaken .
The Great Depression hit the
thriving church as many lost thei r
jobs and left the area , but by
1932 lhe church had recovered and
Ko lenda was ab le to give more time
to sta rti ng and assist ing new
churches. His first effo rt was in
Bay City where he pitched a tent
and preached nightly. At his
encouragement, evangelist Wilbur
Cox pitched a tent in P o ntiac wh ere
he also visited and preached as
often as possible. At Jackso n,
Alpena, and oth er towns in the
northern pan of the sta te he was
involved In st art in g chur ches .
Eventually he resigned the Flint
AlG m :RITAGE . SPRING 1993
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church , leaving it in the capablc
ha nd ... o f C harles W . H Scali .
a nd gave himself completely to
pioneeri ng.
In 1934, he was ac,ked to return
to pa.,tori ng in Lansi ng. A.. a
prC., bYlcr, Kolend a was aware th at

the chu rch of abo ut 80 members
wa.., lorn by faction, a nd he resisted
th e invitat io n . But his li fc'!'. ru le wa<:.
to obey the voice of the Spirit. and
he eventua lly felt constra ined to
accept th e unwanted responsibility.
Hi s commitment and gifls were
ho nored as in the next th ree yea rs
the chu rch united , bui ll a new
faci lit y. grew to 300 mem bers, a nd
pai d o ff the mort gage.

I

n 1937 his vision turn ed toward

BraLil. H is sister Mart ha had
mar ried a Brazilian. Rodr igo
l.emos, rema ining behind when the
resl of the fa mily immigrated to the
Unit ed States. Both a desire to see
th e sister he had not seen for nearl y
30 years plu s a concern for he r
~ p i ritual welfa re, caused Ko lenda to
usc fund s sa ved fo r a new car to
send her steamship tickets. H is
bro thers a nd o ther sisters had a ll
become active Pent ccosta ls, a nd
were overjoyed as soon after her
a rr iva l th ei r Bra z ilian s isl e r
comm ited her life to God a nd was
filled with the Spirit. On her return to Brazil , her family of nine
child ren sensed the differen ce in
their mot her, were convened, fill ed
with the Spirit, a nd several entered
the min istry.
Thi s experience heightened
Kolenda's long interest in Brazil ,
and soon after, on two successive
days, he was approached independ ent ly by a Swedish missionary and
Noel Per kin , the natio nal Foreign
Missions Secretary, with invita tion s
to go to Brazil. Believi ng it was
God 's time, he resigned his church ,
and, as war was break ing ou t in
E uro pe , J o hn a nd Ma rgue rite
Kolenda wit h their two daughters ,
Do rOt hy and Grace Ann , sai led
into Rio de Janei ro late in 1939.
During the 6 years of his fi rst
term, Ko len da's work was both
regio nal a nd nat io nal. The Pent ecosta l message , first ta ken to Brazil
in 1910. had enj oyed rema rkab le
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growth. With 60,000 adherents, the
Assembleias de Dew; was already
the second largest Protestant
denomination in the country. In
Rio alone there were 70 churches,
and in POrtO Alegre, the town where
he had lived as a boy, on the very
spot his father had often prayed,
Kolenda found an Assembly of

Missionary John
Under Arrest

W

hen tht war ('\-orld \\-ar II I
broke oul , Dad co uld no
lo nger get gas for Ihe car, so he pUI
il up on blocks in the neigh bor 's
ba rn . So, when we traveled we had
10 ride Ihe bus , or on a truck a nd
the train when possible. One tim e
we went on a trai n trip to visil a
nath·e minio,ter and hold special
meeti ngs. At this time, there W' ere
so ldiers ridi ng on all tra ins,
watching for foreigners . Dad
wa rn ed us not to spea k English,
o nly Portuguese . Well , just befo re
we arrived at our destinatio n, G race
sta rted to ta lk Englis h to Mo m.
That d id it. The} pu t Dad un der
arrest ; and when we reac hed our
destin a ti on a nd got off the trai n, we
were startled to see Dad marched
off betW'een five so ldiers wi th g uns
a nd moun ted ba}onets 10 the C it}
H a ll . We tho ughl sure th at Da d was
go ing to priso n , but were thrill ed
wh en, after a bo ut ha lf an ho ur , he
returned . A fte r sho win g the city
magi strate his American passpo rt
and that he was a citizen of th e
U nited States of America , which
was allied with Brazil in Ih e war
against German) . and that his
children and wife were bo rn in the
U.S. A. , a nd do not know how to
speak Germ a n , th e magistrate
recognized the mi sta ke of the
soldi ers in a rresting D ad a nd
apologi zed 10 him .
Dad made goo d use of this opportunit y and as"ked for permission to
conduct an open air meeting a t the
city square, which was granted.
So , about two hours afterwards.
the " prisoner" who had walked
between fi ve soldiers, was now
preaching the gospel to a large
crowd , after which th e believers
of that to wn sang happily, accompanied by mo lher on her accordion .
- Dorothy Kolenda
"rom I lItwd f rom III00m b) A1btn W. 8rmdJi.
As TokI b}' J . P. Koknda, pp. 121·22.

God church wllh a seating capal.:ity
of 2,000.'
Though invited to mmister there,
hc chose to move into the neighboring state of Santa Catarina where
there were on ly th ree Assemblies of
God ch urches in an a rea abo ut Ihe
size of M ichiga n witho ut her la kes.
H e began the cha ll enging task of
reac hing the Slate by starting a
chu rch in Florianopolis, the capital.
The house he built, with personal
funds, was to remain his Brazilia n
home fo r over 30 years.
Hi s met hod in reaching o ut to the
rest of Sant a Catarin a was to win
co nvert s a nd send them O lll to win
ot hers. O pen air services, personal
eva nge lism, Sunday schools, Bi ble
stu d ies, a nd classes fo r young men
wis hing to enter th e ministry were
all part of his progra m .
T ravel was difficult . There was
o nly a mile of pa ved road in the
enti re sta te, a nd , during th e war
yea rs , fuel was ration ed or si mpl y
un ava ilab le , but when he could no t
use his car fo r lac k of roads o r fu el,
he traveled o n buses , moto rcycles.
narrow guage railroads, ho rses . and
even a sa il boat . All o f this required
Ko lenda to be a wa y fr o m ho me fo r
weeks a t a time preaching and ho lding Bible conferences.
But in 1942, wh en Santa Cata rina
had it s first stat ewide con ventio n ,
natio nal paStors were ordai ned to
the mini stry and a drive begun to
bui ld an Assemblies of God church
in every city, town , and village in
the state . When Kolenda left for
his fi rst furl o ugh . o ver a hundred
churches o r preaching points had
been established, and the state has
remained one of the mo st
prosperous of the Assemblies of
God field s in Brazil.
In addition to his wor k in Santa
Catarina, Kolen da had important
national res po n sibilitie s . The
work in Braz il was ind igenou s
but had been strongly influenced
by Swedish missionaries . Di ffer ences in the Swedish a nd American
methods and philosophy had caused
so me f rict io n , a nd o ne o f th e
reaso ns Ko lend a had been sent was
to determine what th e American
Conl in utd on pll i!,t JO

A Modern Miracle
The Healing of Private James P. Sturgeon

J

ames P. Sturgeon was called to
the U.S. Army in January, 1942.
His reception center was Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, where he was kept three
days. After receiving his basic training at Camp Wallace, Texas, he was
transferred to Fort Bliss, which is
located far up the Rio Grande at El

Paso, Texas.
On March 20, 1942, with full
field pack, James started up Mount
Franklin on a routine hike. Suddenly he was overcome with heat.
He had a sunstroke which made him
unconscious and caused him to fall
backwards. The fall cracked his
skull and as a result he suffered four
paralytic strokes.
He was in a hospital for nearly
5 months. AI the end of that time
a number of doctors held a consultation and decided they could do
nothing but send him home; so on
August 12 he received an honorable
discharge.
When discharged the young man
was in such bad shape thal he had
to have an escort from the army
camp to his home in Eagle City,
Okla homa . He had no use whatever
of his en tire right side, and had
to drag his righ t foot around with
a single crutch. His head hurt
continually-he could hardly stand
the pain . His eyesight was becoming
poorer and poorer. He wore size
eighteen glasses and could not read
without them. His whole condition
was growing worse a li the time.
T hen he went to Seminole, Oklahoma, where the annual convention
of the Ok lahoma District Council
This aMi cle is a reprinl hom Ihe Feb ruary 1943
Christ s Ambassadors H eral d. After his healing.
Siurgeo n told his story man y tim l'S in his paSlo ral
a nd evan gelistic meetings. IIc gradu aled from
Southwestern A~semblles of Go d College in
1950. He and hI s wife Viol el mlnlslered In Cu ba
and German y. On June 19·20 their Ihr('f.' c hildren
and friends from Ihe GeriOilO Y ministry will hclp
them observe Ih elr 50lh wedding anni versary ft l
the Grand HOlel, Hcrilagc U.S. A.

of the Assemblies of God was in
session.
He attended the great public service in the city auditorium on the
night of October 7. Being affiliated
with the District Council-he had
exhorter's papers when he was
drafted into the Army-he was
carried to the platform, seated, and
his crutch was put beneath a piano.
No plans had been made to pray
for the sick in that service. However, James told the chairman of
the meeting that he wanted to be
anointed with oil and prayed for. He
believed that God would heal him.
The meeting began, and after one
song had been sung, the leader
announced that this young man had
requested prayer. There in the
presence of more than 2,000 people
James Sturgeon was anointed with
oil. Two of the ministering brethren
laid hands on him, and others
gathered around and prayed that
God would heal him.
As they prayed the young man's
right hand, which had been badly
drawn, straightened out; then he
raised his whole right arm, which
had been paralyzed.
Like a flash he jumped lip from
his chair and began leaping for joy

and dancing all over the platform.
He was completely healed. He
needed a crutch no longer. God had
performed a wonderful miracle of
healing before the eyes of more than
2,000 people, and they stood to
their feel and for fully 20 minutes
shouted and praised the Lord. With~
Ollt waiting ror an invitation, a great
many came 10 the front 10 be prayed
for, and many claimed \0 have been
healed in that service.
The next day the miracle was
headlined on the front page of the
local newspaper. The whole town
was stirred. The young man joyfull~
told to men and women who had
seen him in his crippled State the
glorious story of how God had
healed him.
The manager of the hotel al \\ hieh
he was staying was present at the
service and witnessed the healing.
He was so impressed that he told
James he would pay for the call if he
wamed 10 telephone his parents at
Eagle City and inform them of his
healing.
Formerly a young black man who
works for the hotel had to help him
in and out of bed, because of his
crippled condition. After his healing
that was no longer necessary.
When James arrived at home his
mother and sisters met with him
their hands in the air, shouting for
joy. His young brother was crying.
His little nephew said, '" never
thought this would happen."
Many do not expect such things to
happen today, and that is why they
don't happen more often. JeSlis
Christ is the same yesterday, and
today, and fo rever, as the Bible
says. "I am the Lord; I change
not." Malachi 3:6. " ( am the Lord
that healeth thee." Exodus 15:26.
James is still well and he is using
his health and strength 10 preach
the gospel and to tell everyone what
God has done for him.
+
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B) Glenn Gohr

T

how.ands in the As\cmblies of
God are familiar with the name
J. Bashford Bi<;,hop, but not everyone has had the opportunity to
meet him facc-to-face. He is
possibly best known for his weekly
Sunday school le sson which
appeared 111 the Pentecostal
Evangel from 1956 lO 1978. He has

He spent his first 7 years in
China, and then his parents
returned to this country.

J. Bashford Bishop
A Look at China-born
"Bash" Bishop's
50-year Ministryincluding Bible School
Teaching, Pastoring,
and Writing Sunday
School Lessons

had 16 years of pastoral ministry,
and he is also remembered for his
30 years of tcaching, the last 23 of
which were at Southeastern College
in Lakeland, Florida.
J. Bashford Bishop has an
unusual and colorfu l background.
He was born in Chefoo, Shanwng,
China, on August 13, 1913. His
mother, Luella Huelster, came
from a very religious home. Her
father was one of five preacher
brOlhers who immigrated from
Switzerland and evangelized
in Wisconsin on behalf of Ihe
German Evangelical Church. Shc
also felt a calling 10 Christian
service and became a Methodist
missionary to China, arriving there
in about 1910. She was assigned
to work as the private secretary
for Bishop James Bashford, who is
credited with having begun the first
real missionary work in behalf of
the Methodist Church in China.
Soon after arriving in China,
Luella met Crawford Morrison
Bishop, who was a member of the
American Consular Service. After a
short courtship, they were married
in Nanking in 1912. First she had
worked for a bishop, and now shc
was married to a man with Bishop
for a last name. She thought highly
of her former boss, so it just made
sense to name her firstborn son
James Bashford Bishop.
J. Bashford Bishop and twoofhis
brothers were born in China. He
spent the first 7 years of his life there,
mainly in Peking. While a child
he learned the Chinese language
and could speak it about as well

a'> hi ... parent'>. The family left China
in 1921 and mo\ed to Wa ... hington,
D.C. \\.-here hi.., father worked a . . an
altorney for the U.S. gO\t:rnmem
in the \ Iexican claims di\·ision.
Crawford Bi')hop wa ... a graduate
of Dartmouth College and later
altended \1aryland Univer ... ity and
Columbia UIl1\"Cr ... ity where he rc:ceived a Ph.D. He wa ... a specialist
Illillternationallaw.
Moving to the State ... \\a ... quill' an
adjustment for young Ba'ihford.
When WI.' (amI.' to thi\ ~·o\Jntr~. it
v.a\ like (Qming 10 a foreign o,:ollmr~ t
wem to publi( \(hoo1. In tho\e days
people didn't tran:I, .. 0 that anyonc who had lxcn to China ",a\ muo,:h
morc of a novclty than tOOa)
lkI:au<;c of thi .. , the kid\ began to
call mc "(hink:' whkh I didn't
like very mu(h. And then I would be
pestcred to death on the playground to
dcmon\trate my Chine\!.'. It gOt so bad
that I had no time to my\elf. And it
too k gelling into a fi\t fight and
beating somebody up to get a lillIe
liberty, which I finally did)

In Washington , D.C. the Bishop
fa mil y attended the Foundry Methodist Ch urch, a very fashionab le
co ngregation wh ich boasted of
having three o r fo ur U.S. presidents
wh o att e nded the church during
thei r term of office.
In addition to J. Bashford, four
other child ren were born into the
famil y . Th e second child was
C rawford Mo rrison Bi shop, J r.,
nam ed after th e father. He was
employed by t he department of
agriculture and did not serve God
umillat e in life. The third brot her,
Richard Winston Bishop , attended
Cent ra l Bible Coll ege, grad uated
with a B.A. fr om Taylor University.

(ra .. ford'" Kj,hnp .... '. ..ilh hi, fULlr u'n. in 1'1.'7 . • ,um
"'r .• (r~ .. rord. Jr . • nd 1 ri!l.hlUn

earned an \LA. from the L;ni\e. ty
of Wa ... hinglOn, and rccei\ed a
D.\lIn. from North American Bar
tist Seminary. He "pent 31 ycar.. in
pa.,toral and c\nngclistk work
in \Va~hington, Illinois, Oklahoma,
and Michigan. He "ervcd 14 years
on the faculty of the A'''emblies
of God Theological Seminary and
is now retired. The fOllrth son,
Leighton Bbhop , was named after a
missionary family in China. He
graduated from Benjamin Franklin
University, became a Chri"tian
businessman in Washingwn , D.C.,
and was a minister in the \1ethodi."
Church for 20 years.
The last child born was a girl.
Barbara Luella. The Bishops had
always wanted a daughter, but
unfonunately she was a mongoloid
who was a lmost helples .... She
required constant attention and
never learned to talk. This was a
dreadful blow to the family, but it
was through her thal the Bishops
came into Pentecost.

T hr con le mplillhe J. K.shford Bishop in his (;enl .. 1 Klble Inslltole do rm in 1936.

Ih~ Iff .. .1

KM,hf",,1.

Ri,·h~rd.

( .... ' .. rd.

The .. tor) of ho\\ 1(. Bi\hop
family ':0101(.' lOt
Pc..'ntcc..,1 ... t t,
fa"l.:tnating. In abollt 1914 a \\OlHan
(ame to the door \\ho \\<:') c'lin~
bru .. he, and. broom" and not (cd
that the daughter had an aftliLion.
She told \1r\. Bi .. tlOP about hel
dlUn:h \\h(.'rl' I hey prayed for he
.. id and God healed pcople
Although she I.:arne from a .. trong
Chri ... tian upbringlllg, dt\inc heal·
ing \\a" a brand Ile\\ thing to \Ir ...
Bi~hop. But lil-..e T1lan~ people "ho
become desperate, .. he \\ a" willing
to try any mean" to help her
daughter. SOOI1 Ihe Bishop family
made their way to a "hahb~ little
mission hall which wa ... located 011
the second floor abo\(' an army
l1a\)" sllrplll... good~ "ore on
Penn~y l ... ania
Avenue. It later
became known as the l-"ull Go .. pcl
Tabernade.
The pa~tor \\a ... Harry l.. Collier.
who had been a government worker
him~e l f. When God had called hun
to preach, he had gi"cn up h i ~
office and founded a 30x~0 foot
mission in a run-down arca by the
wharf and near the city morgue.
The first tv.. o times that Collier
preached no one came. But eventually people started coming.
By 1924, when the Bishops fir..,t
came to hear Collier's full go..,pel
message, the church had movcd to
thc upstai rs mission at 930 Pennsylvania Avenue a nd had abo ut 100
peo ple attend ing. The missio n was
noisy, and people were prayi ng
in tongues.
Of coursc there were a lot of thing!>
they didn' t li ke about it. They didn't
A(. Ht RITALt., ..,' ·RI.... l; 1993
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like the nOl\)' rrayin~ IH the $pc:J~
ing in tongue\, .... hidl mv\uflcd them
And yct, nOt v.ith\landing thl' thin!/s
that they didn't at Ihat IImc appn
cialc or undcr~tand, thl.' ~ellS1.; of
Ihe nre\ence 01 (iod dre .... thl'm h .. k
a(l:ain j

The Bishop~ returned to the
mi%ion, and within a ~hort time the
parents and the children act:epted
Christ as Savior, The daug.hter,
Barbara, wa\ ne . . er healed, but her
affliction became the ('ataly ... , 10
bring the re ... t of the famil~ into
... alvalion and Pemeco ... ,
I-'or a (,hort time. the Bi ... hoW
attended ,he ~cKcndn.'c \1cthodht
Episcopal Church in Wa,hington
D.C. which wa ... pa,tored by Dr
Charlc<; A. Shrevc. He also ~:ame
10 accept the teachings of divine
healing and the bapti,m in the Holy
Spirit. One of the evangeli",.., he
invited to hie; churt:h wa .. Aimee
Semple McPher<;on. After his
PentecoMal beiiefe; becaml' widely
kno\\-'Il, he wao;; forced to leave the
Methodist Chllrt:h. Shreve went 011
to become a Pentet:o,tal evangelist
who wa(' much in demand III camp
meellng .. and churchc .. across the
nation.
About the .. arne time that ShrcH.'
left McKendrec, thc l3ishop<; began
allen ding Harry Collier\. Full
Gospel Tabernacle regularly. The
church held Sunday <;chool and
evangelistic mee(ingf> in (he afternoon, and J. Bashford 8ucnded,
although at 12 years old, he felt that
SportS and play activities would be
a better way to spend Sunday afternoon. Shortly after the Bishops
began attending Collier's church,
J. Bashford gave his heart 10 the
Lord.
For me 10 have to go 10 Sunday
school in the afternoon, that interfered with my play. That wa~ bad
enough, and lhen on this particular
Sunday nighl-it wa~ in October·
my mother announced that I W3\ to
go to church with her.
Well, in our family, whclI mother
announced something like that, vou
went. You might nOt like it, but you
went ...
So I was mad a~ I eould be, and I
sat down next 10 her, and I JUSt dared
anybody to interest me in anything
that was going on. I was t2 ...
I don't remember what the
preacher's text was or what he said,

12 Ai(,
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bt t frorr. the ~orr.~n h_ ',~el.l 10
prca1,;h, c\'erythmg he s; 11.1 "I Tl •
lin.! I ~\rcrielh:cd for Ihl fir tin c 1
my fi conviclion for~:l.'

"\-; the spirit of (,od movell in hi,
heart, a change t:<ime over him in
thaI Sunday night .. ernce When
Ihe preacher gave Ihe altar call,
without he\itation he stood to hb
reet, went to the altar, rcpemed,
and com mill ell his life to Goll
AI Ihat pOlm, an altar worker
told him to say "Praise the Lord,"
<;0 he did. Then he was in .. trw.:ted to
say "Thank you, Jesus," and he
did. He kept on prai,ing God aloud
until he \vas filled lip with the
pre .. ence of (jod. Soon he received
the baptism of the Spirit and was
speaking in tongues. He f>tayed at

After he was healed of
tuberculosis at the age of
13, he wrote his testimony
for a 1927 Pentecostal
f:vangel. "\ want to spend
ml life in His service," he
wrote.
the allar worshiping God for an
hour or two,
That night he and his mother
rode home on the streetcar, and
J. Ba .. hford was so full of joy that
he covered his mouth. He feared
that he might burst out in tongues
or in praise while making the trip
home.
Although this experience had
changed his life, soon young
Bashford became wrapped lip in
~ports, and God began to take a
back seat in his life. He was on
the go all the time with swimming,
tennis, football, and olher physical
activities. His ambition in life was
to become a professiona l baseball
player.
Then on his 13lh birthday he
developed a bad cold which hung
on. He became weak and listless. It
was soon evident that he had con~
(racted luberculosis. He began to
feet the reason God had allowed
him to get sick was because he had
lost his first love for God.
After a time of repentance, he
began 10 look with confidence for

the Lord to heal him. He put his
faith in John 16:23: "Verily, verily,
I \ay unlO you, whatsocver ye shall
a<;k the father in my name, he will
give it to you."~
Here follow~ J. Bashford's testi~
mony of healing which appeared in
the Pentecostal Evangel shortly
after his prayers were answered.
A doctor
firmed my

wa~

called, and he con·
diagnosis of
\Ubcrculo~i\. He wanted me \ent to a
\anatorium; bUI I remained at home
on my sunny ~Iceping-porch. I was
X·rayed and the doctor said the
lung\ were in bad shape, bOlh being
entirely diseased. He said t would be
in bed for years. Aside from thcse
tWO 0,ca5ion~ we never had a doctor,
and I never took a drop of medicine,
but lru\led God entirely and had the
assurance that I was going to be
heated.
I grew continually worsc, suffering
from terrible sweats, chills and
hell1orrhage~. I lost a fourth of my
.... eight and was skin and bones. On
December 7 while being anointed and
nrayed for I felt a warm, pcaceful
feeling go through my lungs and
stomach, and then I knew I was
healed. I had my first good night'S
sleep in months. But at 6:30 the next
morning t had a sinking spell, the
fifth or sixth one in a week, and
mother began praying aloud for
about twO hours.
Mother says my eyes had a set look
and she distinctly heard the deathrattlc in my throat. When I could gct
my breath enough to pray, I joined in
prayer and praise.
By 2 o'dock my brcathing was
normal. That was Thursday. On
Sunday I walked from room to room
and my voice was so strong that I
read aloud to my brother. Two weeks
laler, Decembcr 23, I was out of
doors for several hours, and now,
January 20, I can walk 2 milcs
without tiring. I weigh about thc
same as beforc I was sick. I cannOt
praise the Lord enough for healing
me, and J want to spend my life in
His service.6
mother'~

While being interviewed years
later, J. Bashford relates what
happened when he arose from his
sick bed.
When t woke up, J said, "Mother,
I'm going to get up. t'm healed."
Now I don't know why I said it. I
didn't feci anything particular and
God hadn't said anything to me. I
just don't know why I said it.
I swung my feet off of that COl
and' stood to my feet. And I didn't
collapse and hit the floor like I

had done.
We had a Jericho march, m~
mother and I. I began (0 ba .... 1 and
praise (he Lord and 'he did (00.
That room had been ~trippcd 01
about e\'erything bUlthi~ cot, a chair,
and a lillie table, So "c marched
around Ihem.
\1y healing "a\ in\lantaneou, in
the sensc Ihat from Ihal moment on
I began 10 rrgain strrngth-I hadn't
been able (0 cat anything ror day,
and day~. My appetile came bad•.
The chill,>. hemorrhage,. ,"cat'.
fever-they all stopped· ·and I began
to reco\er.'

From the ti me of his healing,
Bashford had a new zesl for living,
and he felt the ca ll of God on his
life to be a mini ster of the gospel.
In high school , Bashfo rd continued his involvement with SportS,
excelling in underwater swimming
and earning a letter in soccer. One
of his closest friends was Oliver
Collier, who was Pastor Harr y
Collier's son.
The church he attended, Full
Gospel Tabernacle , co ntinued to
grow, and in 1927 it moved to
North Capital and K. In the late
1930s the congregation moved into
the old McKendre e M e thodi st
Church facilities. That co ngregation had dwindled and merged with
another Methodi st Church after
Shreve and his followers left. It
is ironic that so me of the same
former member s, s uc h as the
Bishops, who had been forced to
leave McKendree because of their
Pentecostal beliefs, were able to
march back into that church a s
members of the Assemblies of God.
After graduation, quite unexpectedly he was admitted to
Central Bible Institute in Springfie ld, Missouri. An aunt paid all
of his tuition for the first year.
He thrived in the Bible school
atmosphere, especially with the
chapel services and the teaching of
the Word. The first year he minis-
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tered in Ihe local Jail, and later he
preached at Bellevie\\, an out~tation
about 7 or 8 miles from Springfield.
He wa~ fonunate to have a .\todd
A Ford for tran"'ponation. One of
hi') fa\orne Instructor'l \\a'> \tyer
Pearlman, who "\\;]') a man of
God. a beautiful Chri'ltian. He
knc\\ ho\\ to make profound thing~
beautifully ... implc."
Bbhop IllCI hi ... \\ife, Ruth, \\hile
altending CB.!. During hi') ~enior
year, he happened to ...ee her sitting
a1 the dining table and ... poke to her.
He wa~ a '>cnior, and "he \\ a~ a

While in Bible college, he
developed a skill for
mimicking well-known A /G
leaders.
freshman. A~ the school year
prog ressed, they developed a
limit ed courtship.
Of coune in tho~c da~~ you \.Iere
\Cry restricted. The social life ",a~
\Cry limited. You couldn't datc, you
couldn't go out. When you got to br
a srnior they would allo\.l you a date
once e\cr)' 2 wceks in thc dean of
",omen's parlor-chaperoncd. ThaI
",a~ the extent of dating. On special
occasiom the school had all-school
outings and you could get together on
thosc ocea~ions. so thr timc ~peru
togrlher was vcr)' limited ...
In my srnior year I first mel the
girl who later became Illy wifr. And
\.Ie ",elll together, and then I
graduated. Of course ,he \.lent onr
way and [ wrnt another.
We maintained correspondence for
a year. Thrn I met hrr again al
Ccntral's graduation in t 937, and "e
broke up. We thought. "Well. this
is it."
That was in the spring of 1937, and
nOt till 1939 did we get back togethrr
again. R

Always noted for his good sense
of humor, Bi shop, while altending
CB.I., became talented at doing
impersonations of the faculty and
staff. He gained a reputation for
this, and students enjoyed seeing
him in aClion. BUI al least once,
he ran into some difficulty when
exhibiting this talent.

I prl1te'tl't.i at flr't. but Ilrothcr
IJohn \'.) Wekh iml'led. [Somc of
the peoplc he Imitated \.Icre 'IttLn~ 111
the audirnce.1 I had done it "ith a
gTllup of ho),. I had Imitated A 1
lIo~ one limr and hc heard mc. So I
\.lent ahead. I imitated IJ. Ro'"cll!
1,1o .... rr. [RJlphl RI~'. and other"
and \llmC pn1minent e\an!!cll'1\ "ho
"erl'n't there, ,u~h a, OttO "hnk
When it \.Id_' tlllle 10 leaH' and
C'l'rybody \.la, ,haking hamb, Riggs
\,I!d, "You dIdn't do righl by me,"
I ,aiJ, "Bwthl'T Rig!!" I think
I did prl'UY "<.'11." I thinl. I hun
i~ ktlings '

Bi"hop graduated fnllll C B.I
in 1936 and returned III hh home
church in \\'a"hinglOll, D.C to

help with the C .\ , group for
awhik. That fall he \\a~ a~ked
to ... ene a" an a"si"tant pa~tor
10 Robert and Rebecca Bci~el in
AlletHO\\I1, Penn,,)hanl<l. H e
mini'>tered \\ ith them unit! thc
1'0110\\ ing \pring, \\ hen he fch it
wa", time for him to move on.

Mo\oing on in 1937 for J. BU.!thford
Bishop mean I- among other
things-teuching in a small Bible
school in the Kentuck) Mountains. rebuilding 11 relation~hip
with RUlh Garvin. develol}ing a
writing mllllstr). pasloring,
fathering. and back to teaching .
Look for the concluding pa rt in
the next i~~ue of Heritage.
'Olt"l
J. Ba'hford 1~l'hop. laped II1ICf\I~" by
\\aYI\~ l
Warncr. Sla\ ~. t9114. Oral 1I1'lon
I
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9, IJi\hop il11cr'le" by Warner

At our senior banquet, of all
things. I was dumbfounded. Daddy
Welch got up and said, "We have a
request for Bash Bishop to give us
a series of imitations."
A (, IHRIl At.t. ~I'R"(' t9113
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FROM O UR R EADERS

Identifies Couple a~ Wakefields
Just a note concerning your
"Heritage Letter" in the winter issue. The couple pictured
with Ernest and Emma Taylor at a
camp in 1935 are Ray and Alyce
Wakefield.
Alyce is still living and a blessing
to many. She lives in Santa Maria,
Ca li fornia.
Keep up the good work -we enjoy
every issue!
Esther Steelberg Pearlman
rustin. California

Thank you for the identification.
Ruth Fox (Mrs. Lome) also identified fhe Wakefields alld senl Mrs.
Wakefield a copy of Ihe photo. We
sellt Mrs. Wakefield additional
copies of the magazine, and I
enjoyed a telephone conversation
with Mrs. Wakefield who is now
88. Everyone who knew Alyce
Wakefield will remember her
accordion. She rold me that she
gave it to a missionary who look
il to South America and eventually gave it to a nalional. Ray
Wakefield passed away a few years
ago. Readers wishing to drop Mrs.
Wakefield a note may do so at 916
East Evergreen, Santa Maria, CA
93454.

Penlecostal C hurch in Chile
It was certain ly a pleasure to visit
with you [WayneJ on the phone. I
appreciate more than you know, the
eight pages you sent, which give the
history of the formation of the
Met hodi st Pentecosta l C hurch in
C hile. From this material I have
written a brief description which
will appear in our Handbook of
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Informalion, which comains data
not only abOlll churches that hold
membership in the World Methodist Council, blll churches that
have roots in the Wesleyan revival
in 18th-century England.
Heritage magazine is beautifully
produced, and I am especially
grateful for the four -part series
on Thomas F. Zimmerman. In reading so me of the areas in which
Tom was involved, many memories
were stirred. We were together
on the committee for the U.S.
Congress on Evange lism; Lausan ne
Committee; Key '73; and were
tOgether in Pattaya, Thailand,
and Manila for meetings of the
Lausanne movement.
I was very pleased 10 learn that
Arthur Landwehr is your brotherin-law. He is a good friend and is
highly respected for his evangelical
leadersh ip in the United Melhodist
Church.
Dr . Joe Hal e
General Secretary
World Methodist Council
Lake Junaluska,
Nonh Carolina
The four Heritage issues which
con taill the T. F. Zimmerman
articles are available for $2.50 each.
Anolher issue seflf 10 Dr. Hale has
Ihe article, "Willis Hoover Took
a Stand," by Mario Hoover (fall
1988), which tells of Pentecostal
origins in Chile. It 100 is available for $2.50. See order form on
page 35.
Adele Cannichael Ordained 75 Years
G reetings in His name.
Sorry to be so slow to send you
some of the material I promised you,
as per our telepho ne conversation.
Enclosed are some news reports of
my ministry here and a video of Ihe
profile by the 700 Club.
Today, January 5, is the 75th
anniversary of my ordination 10 the
minist ry . I was 16 years old, but I
had been preaching since my conversion at the age of 8. I received my

Holy Spirit baptism in Woodward.
Iowa. Grandma Crouch (Agnes)
prayed with me and I received my
call at that time.
I was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision.
Adele Carmichael
Thousand Oaks, California

Mrs. Carmichael is slill active at
age 91 in Southern California as a
Bible teacher. One of her classes
is a Sunday school class at North
Hollywood Firsl Assembly and then
on Tuesdays she teaches all inlerdenominational class in a Thousand

AdeLe
Cll rmkhael
III lI~e 83.

Craig Smirh
I'lro/v

Oaks bank building. A writer lasl
year put her career in perspective
when he said she had been leaching
the Bible since World War I. Her
husband Richard died in 1960. She
has two children, Ruthadel and
Ralph.
Our records show that only four
Other living A/G ministers have
reached the 75-year-mark for ordination, all Texans: Mary Crouch
Cadwalder, Sugarland; Waymoll D.
Taylor, Humble; Sunshine Ball, San
Antonio; and Horace M. Reeves,
Plainview.
It is interesring 10 note Ihat
Mary Cadwalder, widow of Hugh, is
the daughter of Agnes Crouchthe woman who prayed with Adele
Carmichael when she was baptized in
the Holy Spirit. The editor 's article,
"Still Going Strong" featured Mrs.
Carmichael in the Pentecosta l
Evangel, January 10, 1988.
Remembers W. Jelhro Walthall
The Walthall Story (fall and
winter) was tremendous and brought
back " precious memories." Malarial

fever was raging , and I v.as seriously
ill. Brot her Walt hall visited me on
Satu rday and told me he was bringing communion 10 my mother in the
afternoon and a!.ked if I wanted to
be included . Since J was a dcuica\cd
Christian, of cour)e I did. A!' I
partoo k o f the prcciou'> clements, [
was illSlant ly and totally healed. [
went to church that night.
Jesus Chrisl is the same ye~terda)
a nd fo rever-even in 1992.
Last March 5t h my son in Califo rnia was in the very last stage~
of cancer. Lungs a lmost full. They
brought in an o ncologist who gave
him 10070 chance of survi\'i ng the
chemo treatments.
God turned it aro und . The chemo
didn ' t bother him. Last week [Feb.
19931 he had his last checkup and the
doctor was elat ed. He is to tall y free
of cancer and up from 135 to 198

pound,>. Prai~e the Lord.
Mabel Davenport
North Little Rock. Arkansas

Good Rea30n 10 Rene"
In the \\ inter is~ue 01' Herita!!,e,
I was '>0 thrilled to ..ee Robert J .
Craig in the group of mini~ler,>
(pages 16-17]. This brought many
memories . Brother Craig bapllI:cd
me in \\aler in hi,> Glad Tiding,>
Temple in San francisco when I \\a~
12 years old. ~ l y sister Verna also
\vent to Glad Tidings Bible [nc,tilllte,
which Brother Craig founded along
with the church .
So I decided to rene\\ my subscription for anot her year an d hope I'll
ha\'e more surprises. 1 do enjoy
seei ng th ese old-t im e ministers
hono red in this way.
Christine Joh nson
Tulsa, Oklaho ma

More Letters on Worship
[ wholeheartedly agree with your
stand o n clapping (" Ah , fo r the
Good Old Days !" fall 1992),
a lt hough in our church we always
do it [applauding after special
numbers and during a sermon].
There are times that I feel lhat
the Lord want s to do more , but we
have so many young people and
people who are new to our doctrine. T hey don ' t understand. As
for me, I always get the deeper
experiences with God in the quiet
times .
A Member of the
O lder Generation

,

1 am wr iting about your fall 1992
" Heritage Letter," In my opin ion
it' s thi s ki nd of wri ti ng, preach ing, spea king, etc., that has turned
the Assem blies of God into church
funeral homes. It has been sai d so
often in so ma n y different ways ,
"t he silent theory. " We mu St not
becom e rad icals, you know.
T he part abo ut clapping ....
Brot her, I am sorry. but more
ch urches need to practice praise
a nd letting the ra fters loose. The
si lent theory a bou t edificat ion
is good, but it doesn 't bri ng the

power a nd th e presence. What is in
our heart s will com e o ut of o ur
mouth s. We as Chri stians lack
po wer, we arc running behind the
unsaved , lagging in all areas o f ou r
li ves.
I am so rry, but th e po we r of
audibl e praise is actuall y quenched
by wo rds like these fr o m o ur
teachers . I wonder what wo uld
happen if you all got transport ed
back in time wi th them. You would
ho ld your breat hs becau se silent
they were nOI and silent they will
never be beca use I bet heaven is fu ll
of audible prai ses to God.
M rs . Wanda Grover
Port Charlone, Florida
P .S. I don't believe it's possible
that the good old days are gone.
T here are a few ch urches lefl. bUI
a lot of th em are not Assembl ies
a ny more.
I noticed th at Rev. Gary Denbo
(wi nter 1992-93) has ta ken issue
wit h your letter con cerning cla ppi ng and standing in our services . I
agree with you r respo nse a nd at the
sa me time disagree with his idea
that peo ple worshi p God by stand-

ing a nd clappi ng. We ha\c adopted
th ings foreig n to the \v or~hi p 0 1
God with the prete\! of doing
<,omelh ing nc\\ . It 's unfonunate
tha t thi~ has crept into our religioll'>
~ef\iccs, imitati ng the p ractjce~ of
country m usic, roc k a nd roll, etc.
As king the congregation to stand
\\ hile \\ e ~mg "ong~ and choruses
non-stop i" a tiring and mele,>s \\ a)
to altraet pcople to come \\orsh ip
God in " Spir it and Truth"!
When the I-I oly Spirit is mo\ ing.
il i,> ne\cr necev.,ary to a.., k people
to ~tand and \vor~hip-thc) will do
so \\ ithoul being. a~ k ed, lin their
hands and prai~e the Lo rd. T he~e
typc') of acti\itie~ arc the rea..,on
for peop le not coming 10 church.
Young people wa nt reai it)' in \\orc,hip that give" them thc asc, urance
o f spiri tual uplift, not phyc,ieal
activit) designed fo r obeying "'Ol11eone wh o a sb them to sta nd or clap.
God h asn't changed.
I hope my viewpo in t on Ihis
ma tter doesn 't o ffe nd yOll or a nyo ne who may enjoy clappi ng and
standing as th e ty pe o f worsh ip \\ e
should p ractice . I pre fer to acce pt
th e mo ving o f th e Holy Spiril III Ihe
scrvices and th e preaching o f the
Word to elicit respo nses of \\or..,hi p
by prai sing Go d with m y vo ice a nd
with hands upraised in surrender to
Almi ght y G od .
Pa ul S . Cart er
Mem ph is, Tenn essee
was reall y delight ed with yo u r
fall copy of the magazine featuring
Donald Gee a nd Smith \vigg l e~
worth. I knew both of these men in
my earl y years in En gland a nd in
Canada. M y fa ther and mo ther
were pio neers in th e Pentecostal
mo vement and began o ne o f the
fir st Penteco stal c hurc he s in
th e U. K. in the little town of
Crosskeys, Monmou th, England
(South Wales) in 1914. So it
brough t bac k ma ny memories of
th ose early days .
I can vouch for and endorse
eve ryt hing you said III yo u r
ed ilOria l. (" Ah , for the Good Old
Days !" ) Th rough the years so meth ing vi tal has been lost out o f OUf
C.onlln ue d un palet' 29
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500 Persons Attend Gathering
Of Assemblies of God Council
A Newspaper Report oj Central District Council 50 Years Ago
Pproximately 500 pcrson!-. from \'3rioU5 cilie .. in
Ohio, Indiana and Michigan who have been ancnding ~cssions of the 24th annual Central District Council
of the Assemblies of God at Trinity Methodist Church
were preparing to leave for their homes following the
final program to he held Thur.,day evening.
An ordination \cr\'icc is scheduled to start al 7

A

o'dod. Therc""ilJ be a da .. sof 16. Dr. D. P. Holloway
of ('Ieveland. executIve prc.,byter. will deliver the charge
and Rev. A. G. Ward, ofTorolllo, will give the concluding ... crmon following the ordination rites. Special music
will be prcscllIcd during the evening.
Rc\ults of the election of officers in the Wednesday afternoon ...c ...... ion follow: Rc\'. G. F. Lcwi~,
YOllng~town, and Rev. A. B. Cox, Dayton, reelected on
thc nominating ballot: Rc .... D. G. Footc. Port Huron,
Mi ch., electcd .,ecrctary~trea~lIrer, who sllccced~
Rc .... t·. E. Bond who has rcsigned to re-enter the active
mini . . try.
The Board of Prc\bytcrs arc: Ohio, Rev. D. P.
Holloway of Clcveland and Rcv. I. A. Shank of
Conneaut; Indiana, Rev . J. D. Men7ie of Gary, Rev.
Thoma\ Paino of Indianapolis, Rev. Cecil Good of
Muncie; Michigan, Rev . W. C. Richardson of Lan~ing,
Rev . C. W. H . Scott of Battle Creek. Rev. Good
formerly was paStor at the Peniel Temple in Lima.
A missionary service was held Wednesday night
with Elder A. G. Ward presiding. Representative
<- u\. Idl . Ha) !Un. Ohlu. putor .. as rH' lreltd 1I~,IMa nl su~rlntrnd f nt :
t •. h.wl t. I'orl !luron . ;\1IchIRlln, shu"'n ht rt ..,lth his .. ift ... as t ltctl'd
M'crttllr} · Irtll~u rtr .
/11.. II.
I) .

c.,

It t. I.t .. ls .. as rH lrettil Ct nlral Oislricl su~rinltnd t nl a. tht 11I4J
Council. lit ud hh .. 1ft Mu) pUM'd fur lhi~ photo a. tht 11147 Ce nt ral
l'uunci l.

missionaries were Marie Stephany, Rev. and Mrs. G.
Horst and Miss Lula Bell Hough, all of China. Miss
Hough was a prisoner of Ihe Japanese for a short time
and was reported to have received severe treatment.
Mrs. H . T. Waggoner and Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Davi s,
India mi ssionaries, also were present.
The missionary offering received for missions
amounted 10 $500.
Elder Ward addressed a closed session of minislers
Thursday morning al 9 o'clock. AI 10 a.m. a business
session was held with Sup!. G. F. Lewis in charge.
Thursday afternoon a devotional service will be in
charge of lady ministers. Miss Jean Benefiel of Detroit,
Mich., will spea k and Mrs. P. J. Emery of Warren, will
lead congregational singing. Mrs. E. T. Quanabu sh of
Detroit will be pianist.
Rev. L. A. Sappington, pastor of the local Assembly
of God church, and his members have been in charge of
arrangements for all sessions.

Editor's Note. Mrs. Florence Baumgardner, Lakeview,
Ohio, sent the 1943 Lima (Ohio) News clipping
reprinted on this page. It ;s a report of one of the last
Central District Councils as Indiana, Michigan, and
Ohio formed their own districts a short time later.
Mrs. Baumgardner has carefully maintained scrapbooks
which tell the story of the Assemblies of God in Ohio.
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Woodrow Stood Alone

- -- -

Reflecting on a Missionary Commitment in 1939
B) Norma F. Oxner

wo years ago, on the opening
Sunday morning service of Ollf
missions convention, our senior

T

pastor, Dr. Don Paul Gray,

a\wa)'\ ea\)' but al> the \ong goes,
"Through II alt, \\ e'\c learned to
tru\t in Je~lI\ and to depcnd upon
His Word."·
Wc reccntly celebratcd our 50th
Wedding Anni\ersary here at
Crichton I\:nollv.ood.
God ha\ been faithfllito u\. One
of my favorite \icr!'.c!'. i!'. Rc\elation
2:10: "Be thou faithful unto death
and I will givc thee a crown of life."
He i ... faithful! And a promi\c to
God ha\ been kcpr. fifty·four year\
later Woodro\\ is ~till ~aying "I'll
go" and i~ going.

wa~

preaching from Isaiah 6 on commit·
mCIH and dedication. And he asked
the question, "Are we willing 10
respond as Isaiah, 'Lord, I wi ll go;
I will follow you wherever you want
me to go,' and rcally mean it?"
I was alone thaI Sunday morning
in church as my husband, Woodro\".

was ministering in Cameroon, West
Africa. Health reasons had kept me
fro m going. I immediately had a
flas hbac k to a missions se rvice
in 1939 al Cricht on A ssembly o f
God (now Knoll wood), M obile,
Alaba ma. C lyde Goree was pastor,

and Fred Vogler from Springfield,
Missouri, was with us for a missions
ra ll y.
Wh en Brot her Vogler fi nished bis
message, he sa id, " I see a large
group o f young people here. I want
to ask you a question: How many
o f you wou ld be will ing to stand
a nd sa y, 1 wi ll go wherever the Lord
wan ts me to go?"
Woodrow was the o nly one that
stood! There were man y yo ung
people in the chu rch tha t nigh t ,
but Woodrow stood alone! He had
been saved for o nl y a year bu t he
respo nded to the call.
When Wood row was 7 yea rs o ld,
walking down a co unt ry lane to th e
mailbo x, he heard God ca ll him by
na me:
" \Voodro w." He never
fo rgot it ! And neit her did God .
After Woodrow came to th e Lo rd
at age 21, one day while working o n
his job and praying , he heard th e
same vo ice. Thi s time God fini shed
Ihe selllence : " I want you ( 0 go
illlo all the wo rld a nd preach the
Gospel. "
As I listened to Pastor G ra y's
message, I said, " Lord, Woodrow
is still fulfillin g that commitment.
Look where he is today at age 73!

\\ uodro " and " o rm a O\nf r

He is st ill proclai ming (he glo rious
Gos peL" He made a comm itmcnt
to God an d kept it. There's not hing
tha t can take the place o f th e peace
in your heart through knowing you
have tried to be faithful. It wasn't

Woodrow and Norma Oxner haw!
been act i ~'e in pastoral and e\'angelistic mmistry. includmg preaching and
leach"'g on the mission fields. They
obsen'ed their 50th .....eddinK, anniversary in 1992 in Iheir home chllrch.
Kn ollwood Assembly 0/ God, Mobile,
A labama. They hO\'e fi\'e grandchildren and jOllr great-grandch ildren.
• And rltt' ( ro u ~ h

75 Years A 0:
Ministering During World War I
Th t A SSfmblif!J of l .od hlld no arm ) ch api llin$ du r in~ \\ o rld v' llr I bIll did haH t'~nl{tli~U lind 10("111
pliSl o rs IO ho mlnlSl frrd 10 Sfnicrm f n . IIr rf "anl{el islS K Il) mond T . Ric ht) . Iff l. lind \\lIIi~m
Kirk pil l rick. rll{hl, to n ffr " 'ith lin lin n ) cMptlli n lit Gllh hlon . Tf ~II~. 111 18. Kiche) m lnbl rrrd to Sfnicr·
mf n in his rt d . ",hit t. lind blut ttnb ... hlch hf Sfl up ntllf mUl'~ r) bMSf~ durinl{ \\url d \ \ lIr I lind I I.
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Aimee Semple McPherson
and the
Decisive Wichita Meeting
The Assemblies of God
of the
Roaring Twenties Wanted to Know:
"Is Sister McPherson Pentecostal?"
n 1922, Mother's Day fell on
May 14, juSt one week into Aimee
Semple Mc Pherson' s meetings at
Ihe 5,OOO-seat Forum in Wichita,
Kansas. McPherson- known 10 hcr
followers si mply as "Sister"decided that Mother's Day offered
an appropriate occasion to tell the
Story of her life at the 7:30 even ing
service. By 6 p.m., crowds jammed
the Forum, and the po lice locked
the doors; morc thousands were
turned away than were admilled.
When policemen turned their
backs, journalists saw people crawl

I

Dr. &II/h Blilmhofl'r is /hl' prOject director of thl'
Institlltl' for /hl' 5wdy of Aml'rlcon EW1nXl'lico/s
(fSAE) and associa/f' professor of history a/
Wheuton Coll~l'. Shl' is thl' allthor of thl' /M'O'
I'olllml' history AsSl"mblics of God: A Chapler in
lht Slory of Aml"ri~an Pcnttcoslalism . PCntecoSt
in My Solll. and The A~semblics of God: A
Popular 1-li ~10r)'.
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through windows.
With a capacity crowd on hand,
Sister opened the service early.
The proceedings moved through
songs and prayer to narration that
had become the highlight of every
crusade: her recitation of her life

Aimee Semple McPherson,
the most visible Pentecostal
of the 1920s, was being
challenged in the
Pentecostal Evangel.
story. By 1922, the slOry functioned
as the vindication of her message:
what she preached had happened to
her. It was true becau se she had
experienced it, and she invited any
and all 10 experience it, too. It was
at once an act of self-disc1osurea way of convincing the crowd of
her transparency and vulnerabilityand an act of distancing, setti ng
herself apart as one specially called
and chosen .
Half way through the narration ,
she turned from the story to reflect
on Mother 's Day and led the crowd
in singing "Where Is My Wandering Boy Tonight." The old song
brought tears to many eyes, and

nearly 100 repentant sinners pressed
through the crowds to kneel at the
altar. Afterwards , she promised to
finish her life sto ry another night,
and sent the people home. Th e
eveni ng was vintage McPh erson,
and the adoring crowds and a ppreciative press gave her rave reviews. I
or the past few years, Aimee
Semple McPherson, Canadian born but Cal ifornia-based, had
been a rising sta r on the religious
horizon. In evangelistic crusades
across North America since her
small beginnings in Mt. Forest,
Ontario, in 1915, she packed out
the largest auditoriums in major
cities and co nducted huge tent
campaigns that added thou sands of
members to Protestant churches.
Everywhere the press gave her
positive coverage. They admired
her creativity, her effervescence
and her courage. SiSler had shown
ability as an orator from childhood when she had won regional
competitions spo nsored by the
Women' s Christian Temperance
Union, and she held her audiences
in rapt attention. In the pu lpit,
she spoke rapidly bUi simply,

F

I

Aimee Semple McPherson held
credentials with the Assemblies of God
from 1918·22. This article deals with
the question thai bothered leaders of
the Assemblies of God and led to her
withdrawal and founding of the Inlernational Church of the Foursquare
Gospel. Despite the paning of the
WIl)S in 1922, and laler tensions, the
Asstmblies of God and the church
Mrs. McI'herson founded are today
fraternal I'enlttostal organizations.
Both belong to the National Association of Evangelicals. the Pentecostal
Fellowship of North America, the
Pentecostal World Conference. lind
cooperate in other ways.
Dr. Blumhofer's biography on
Aimet' Semple McPherson is scheduled
(or release b) Eerdmans in November.
In this 1927 Inn.tr mHling Aim« ~mplr
McPhulion kn«ls ..-hilt prll)lnll for tht sick. AI
the Idl Is htr s«reUH) I::mmll ~hdfer. t:ourlts)
of Oen~tr J'ubllc Librar). Weslern HlslOr)

.....

\

pun clUating he r \e rmo n\ wit h
ho me\pun advice a nd practical
wi\ dom . She o ft en u\ed Bible
reading\ rath er th a n expo .. ll o ry
\erm o n\, filling th em .... ith .. torie ..
and pa intlllg word picture .. that
bro ught Bible \cene .. to life.
Sister was reared III the Sah;ation
Arm y, a nd .. he .. eemed 10 have th e
Salva tio nist' .. eager pa .... ion to help
th e needy a nd ..ave the sinner. She
surveyed eve ry ci ty with the object
o f commanding a tte nt ion , and she
always succeeded . In San Diego she
stood bet ween ro und s at a so ld out boxing mat ch to encourage
spectators to find the worst sinner
in the cit y and bring that person to
her meetin gs. In Winnipeg , 2,000
dancers at the Alhambra looked up
in amaLement when she strode on
stage late one Saturday ni ght, asked
the orchestra 10 play her theme
song , and invited the crowd to her
meetings. In Denver (where o ne
reviewer claimed th at under her
influence the cit y "was swe pt by
the fire o f machine guns from
heaven "), she conducted midnight
services in Ih e cit y's red -light
distri ct, where she dispe nsed hope
and hugs as readily as she did
amon g the more respectable thou sand s who c rowded her scheduled
services afternoons and evenings
at the Auditorium. Journalists
everywhere compared her to Billy
Sunday, and the comparison always
worked in her favor.
For one thing, she did not rail
againsl sin. The Wichita Eagle
introduced her to it s readers with
the comment s that she was "not the
Billy Sunday type of evangel is!. " Z
In her opinion, plent y of people
denounced, criticized and declared
God's wrath: she focu sed, rather,
on proclaiming God' s love and
forgiveness.
She left the selection of a church
entirely up to her converts and
welcomed ahar workers from all
Protestant congregations. She enlisted the support of all who were
willing to help in any way, and
she got a representative mix of
Methodists. Presbyterians. United
Brethren, Baptists, Salvation
Army, Pentecostals, Christians,
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a nd occasiona ll y Lutheran ... Her
mother, M mnie Kennedy, .. a .... to
mOSt of the details. Si .. ler focu ..ed
on the preach ing-",h ich she al",a)'s
fo llowed with an invitation-and
on praying for the sid.
he thron~ of invalids who
flocked to Sister's meetings to
beseec h her prayers naturally
captured the p ublic eye. They had
co me fro m the beginni ng, but
d uring her meeti ngs in San Diego
in Janu a ry 1921, he r ministry
to th e sick had assumed grea ter
prominence. For two days, in mass

T

Despite a Ministerial
Association boycott, the
1922 Wichita meetings were
unparalleled. The 5,000-seat
Forum was much too small,
so she moved the meetings
outside where some 10,000
people gathered.
meetings that the police estimated
30.000 people attended. she and
a host of assisting pastors had
devoted hours to anointing thousands with olive oil and prayin g for
their healing. Some testified to
immediate healing. and the press
dubbed Sister a "miracle worker."
Sister took care not to pray for
the sick in any crusade until she
had preached for several days. She
regarded healing as a bless ing for
the faithful rather than as a benefit
for the masses, and so she refused
to pray for any who did not rirst
profess conversion. She generally
began a crusade on Sunday and
held her first healing service on
Wednesday night. In Wichita as
elsewhere, the first healing service
made the front page, and crowds
flocked in ever greater numbers to
the Forum.
The people may have been impressed or curious. but the members
of the Ministerial Association were
not. The Eagle gave Sister due
notice of their opposition in a firstpage banner headline jusl three
days after she came to town:
"Wichita Ministers Boycott Woman
Evangelist." l In the end it was their

l o~s,

not hers.
Two days after Ihe announcement, another banner headline
disclosed that Sister's prayers
melted goiters; farther on in the
story, it was .. aid that Sister had
made the deaf hea r and the lame
walk at the Forum. So many people
s",armed the meetings that on
Friday night, May 12, Sister moved
the service outdoors. preachi ng to
an estimated 10,000 in Wic hita's
Riverside Pa rk. Afterwar ds, Sister
had d ifficu lt y d isent a ngling from
the th ro ngs who wan ted a pe rsonal
wo rd o r a mo ment o f prayer wit h
her. - Sunday was Moth er 's Day,
and th e Fo rum could no lo nger
contain th e crowds.
n Mo nda y. Ma y 15, Sister
agreed to be Qu estion ed at the
beginn ing o f the aft ernoon service
by repo rters wh o promi sed to raise
th e iss ues th e Ministeri al Associatio n held again st he r. The cl aims
were revealing. First , it was alleged
that she charged for th e pra ye r
cards that admitted th e sick to th e
line for prayer , a claim Sister
vehementl y deni ed. To the second
point , "It is charged that you are
a membe r of a sect similar to th e
Hol y Rollers and that you put
convert s into trances , sometimes
holding them for hours," she
responded that the Question was
"too fooli sh to answer." She dealt
easily with two additional Question s
about healing.
Sister an swered the fifth and last
Question readily, too, but her
answer surfaced tensions that later
forced her to deal with the broad
and troublesome issue of Pentecostal identity. The Question was
forthright: "Is it true that you
are a member of the Pentecostal
church, Assembly of God, and that
The Evangel, published by the
Gospel Publishing company. Springfield, Mo., is the organ that attract s
members from all over the country
to your meetings?" Her answer was
simple, and (rue: she was not a
member, and she had nothing to do
with publishing The Evangel. She
issued a non-denominational publi cation called The Bridal Call. '

O

Sister turned her attention from
the ministers' misgivings back to
the meetings. They already held Ihe
record for religious services in
the city, but still enthusiasm
mounted. When Sister preached on
the second coming later in the
week, thousands were turned away.
The Eagle reponed that the sermon
was "the most powerful ever heard
in Wichita" on the subject, and
popular demand forced Sister to
repeat il to an audience holding
tickets (which she distributed free)
for the event.
Services for youth and for gypsies
who were encamped nearby supplemented the regular schedule during
Sister's last week in the city.
Visitors from at least 28 states
arrived to participate, too.
As the activities drew to a close at
the end of May, the healing lines
were longer than ever. At the laSI
healing service, over 1,000 people
appealed for prayer. Nearly 900
obtained cards that gave them
access to the section reserved for
invalids, and Sister begged [he
healthier among them to give their
places to the helpless.
As she did elsewhere, Sister look
freewill offerings at all of her
services. She did nOI make much
ado about money. The offerings
went for expenses, and at the end
of the meetings, she received a
personal love offering. In turn, she
appealed for an offering for the
city's poor. and the audience gave
several hundred dollars toward
(he alleviation of conditions in
Squattenown, a section of the city
on the west bank of the Arkansas
River.
A! the closing service, the choir
presented Sister with a $200 check
toward the purchase of a grandfather clock for the school of
evange lism she planned to build in
Los Angeles. When it all ended, it
took more lhan an hour for Sister
to make her way from the stage to
a waiting automobile. She spoke
personally to the hundreds who
blocked her way. She had taken
the city by storm, and she left
amid expressions of goodwill and
invitations to return. Wichita
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businessmen approved her visit,
too: they estimated thai the meetings had brought Ihem more lhan
$100,000 in added revenue.
To all appearances, SiSler had
answered her critics, plll their
charges behind her, and amazed the
cilY. One problem refused 10 go
away, however. A few determined
people persisted in pressing the
question: Where, precisely. did
Sister fit on the American religious
landscape? Was she really Pentecostal? Did she hold Assemblies
of God credentials? What about the
story of her ordination by First
Baptist Church in San Jose?
In response to a deluge of letters
of inquiry. Assemblies or God
leaders addressed the question, "Is
Mrs. McPherson Pentecostal?" in
the Pentecostal Evangel. 6 The
unsigned article acknowledged that
Sister had turned in her Assemblies
of God credentials, and its authors
claimed no firsthand knowledge
of her Baptist connections but
admitted that the reports seemed
credible.
If it had stopped there, it might
have passed as the news story its
authors claimed it was, but it went
funher. The authors clearly thought
Sister needed to be "reclaimed 10
the full Pentecostal faith," and
regretted the rumored loss of "full
Pentecostal power" in her meet-

ings. The slOry implied that Sister
"compromised lhe full Gospel"
and was unwilling 10 "bear
reproach" for being Pentecostal.
On the same page, an article
by Ernest William s. an esteemed
Assemblies of God paStor in Philadelphia, and later general superintendent. discussed the underlying
issue: "Pentecost as Understood by
Ihe Pentecostal People." While
most of this article ofrered biblical
proofs that modern Christians
should receive "the Holy Spirit
as al Petllecosl," one paragraph
focused more closely on the mailer
or definition. "Pentecostal
fulness," Williams maimained,
"is God's thought for His church
today, which is being ripened for
His glory as Ihe world is being
ripened for the judgment. "7
According 10 Williams. "Pentecostal fulness" was manifested by
tongues speech and accompanied by
healings and miracles, and it had
something 10 do with being ready
for the second coming. Williams'
summary probably aptly expressed
typical Assemblies or God sentiments on the subject.
Sister, however, defied the
stereOlypes and offered a different
view. In pan, she had a different
frame of reference rooted in her
experience of small-town southern
Cu'lIl nued u n pllge 25
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n November 15,1877, Corbefl Mitchell

and Julia Ann Janes were married at
O
Ham s Harbour on Ihe island oj New·

William J. Mitchell
A Pentecostal
Pioneer in New England
By Burton K. .Janes

Concluding Part

joundland. a small British colony easl oj
Canada. On July JI, 1878, a son-Wiffiam
James Mitchell- was born to the couple.
Nobody could have imagined that the
energetic child would live through an
array oj brisk experienceS and, in God's
plan, become a Penlecostal pioneer in
New England.
Indeed, the Penlecostal revival in New
England would slem jrom Chelsea, Massa·
chusellS, where this Newjoundland son
would begin an assembly. When he died in
1958 at 79 yeaTS oj age, Ihere stood in
Everell, Massachusells a Penlecoslal
church-Glad Tidings Tabernacle-as a
sturdy monumenl to him. He is jondly
remembered loday in Malden's (Massa·
chusetts) NOf/h Shore Assembly oj God,
Ihe outgrowth oj Ihis mission he had
jounded.
His biography is visible prooj oj the
power oj God to change a person com·
plelely. This article isa modest allempt by a
distant relalive 10 relell Ihe slOry oj this
inspiring individual who played a key role
in introducing the Pentecostal movemeni
into Ihe Norlheastern American Siaies. A
new generation can wi/ness the greal work
he accomplished and. allhe same time, see
exhibited in his lije something God desires
oj His children-availabilily to do the
entire will oj God.

a rl y in 1927 William J. Mitchell
rented a small back room on the
second floor over a block of stores
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in Everett Square at 134 Schoo l
St reet. In May the doors of Glad
Tid ings Mission were opened to the
public. Mitchell and his large
family, along with fri ends, associated with him to establ ish the full

gospel assembly in Everett. The six
charter members were Mitchell's
wife; th e Arthur Filimores of
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E\crctt; Jennic I·rcnch of ;" lcdford,
\1assachusctts; Eisic Copp of
Boston: and Ernest Trainor of
Brookline. :v1assachu<;eu\. Allen
Mitchell remembered that the hall
had no windows. Because IIres were
.,tored nearby, the odor of rubber
wafted through the sanctuary. "For
th ree year., (M itchell] paid the rent
and carried on," E. Irene King
wrote, "still believing God had
spo ken: ' l1
Duri ng the .,Ullllner a fe\\ more
fri ends al igned th emselve\ with the
mi ssion . Th e fa ll season brought
with it increased interest and
att cndance. An outstand ing cvent
gave impetu s to th e rapid growt h of
th e co ngregation.
In 1927 Mrs. Henry Garland was
in stantl y and completely hea led of
t uberc ulos is. Her ph ysical co ndi tio n had dete ri o rated so bad ly.
plan s were mad e t o ha ve h er
ch ildre n t a ke n f ro m her . H er
tes t imo ny to d ivin e heal ing-a
reali ty Mi tchell had ex per ienced
with hi s d a ughter, Gladys, years
earlier at Zio n City-stirred many
peo pl e a nd a tt e nda nce a t h is
mi ssio n do ubled. Th e room , seati ng
about 75 , became crowded, and
some people had to stand in th e
corridor .
Aft er it s o pening, the miss io n
wa s join ed b y 34 ind iv idual s,
among whom were several Newfoundland ers who had re locat ed
Th is o ld

to Ne\\ England. Carl Brumback
obser .... ed:
The ' 1'I-Ifoundlandcr, I-Iho ~elllcd in
the 8o\lon area l'mbra..:cd the Pcnte·
..:o~tal me~'>.lge a, an e\len\lun of
the \lethodi\t re\i'al. Who ~an C\l'r
forget their Spiril-filled sin!!ing 01
the Haditional We<>le\"an h,mns? The
"'el-lfie," "CTC nOi mu..:h lor
choru\e-;, but oil, hov. thc} nlUld
make the raftcr, ring "lih \Cf'C after
\er~e of tho~e grand old \lcthodisl
~n@\! One can imagine ('harlc, and
John We,lc) ~aying. "This i, thl'
wa~ the~e hymn' "cre mcant 10 Ix
~un@!"I:

At the time of the founding of
Mitchell's Glad Tiding" Mi ...... it)fl.

" The 'Newfies' were not
much for choruses, but oh,
how they could make the
rafters ring with verse after
verse of those grand old
Methodist songs !"
- Carl Brumback
two so ngboo ks were bei ng used by
the congregatio n . One of them was
Victory Songs No. 4 , co m pil ed
and edited by Cornelius Agne\\
Dema rest an d his wife, Victor ia
Boot h-Clibborn Demarest, a gra ndda ughter o f Will iam Booth, the
fo under of the Sa lvatio n Army.
One can o nl y imagine Mitchell or
his so ng lead er, No rman Mill ey,
encouragin g th e co ngregat ion to
s ing s uc h rou s in g an d lilt ing

da n ~t hll il In btrt U, Massac h use tts, be<"llme G lad
lu ders hlp o r \\ lI li am J . Mllchdl .

Ti din~s

" abern acle In 1930 und er the

favorites as " I Would Be Li ke
by James Rowe and Bent ley
D. Ackley, and " Beh old , t h e
Bridegroom Cometh!" by William
E. Booth-Clibborn. \1 itchell wrote
"good hymn" on " When the Roll
i~ Called Up Yonder" by Jame .. \1
Black, and "Fade, Fade Each
Earthly Joy" by Catharine J
Bonar and T. E. PerkinsY
In April 1929 Mitchell's congregation. no,\ numbering more than
olD, decided to relol.:ate to more
"raciou<., quarters. :\ large hall,
\\ith a "eating ~:apacity of o\er 300,
\\a<., rented .u the front o f the \a me
building that had housed the undersitcd mi"l"lion . A \Ieady inc rea ..e
in attendance provided ample
e,·idence that the locatitln change
had been ncce<.,.,ary.
A prayer room \\a" 101..'3ted
behind the platform. Allen \ till..'hell
fond ly remembered o.;e\(.'ral young
men meet ing there prior 10 the
Sun day eve ning <,cr,·ice. tarrying
for the Spirit-baptism: "One of the
deaco nesses came in to pray \\!th
us. The tarrying ca rried o\(.'r inw
the eveni ng service, but none of u"
.,a\\ fit to leave the prayer room ....
Back then , Pentecost \\ as o f UlmOSt
importance to us."
Mit chell 's e'{ celient reputation ao.;
a carpent er served him well in the
communi ty. Fred Mac Fee, J r. comme nted : " Many of his pa ri s hi o n e r ~
were car penters, pai nt ers and iro n
wor kers. Hence, he had CO lliac{
with th em d uring work ing days and
situatio ns. He .. . was Ihe exampl e
whi ch led so many o f Ihem to
sal vatio n and membershi p in th e
church ."
Je~u.,"

seco nd evelli sen:ed to ad·
vance Mitchell's mi ssion in
EveretL In 1929 Rev. Loren B.
Staats, an evangelist fro m Ohio,
visited the town and held a se rie!)
o f meetings, sponso red by Glad
Tidings Mission . Again interest
ran high . Man y indi viduals were
con vened, healed and fill ed with
the Spirit. Indeed , the city it self felt
th e impact o f the revival.
Toward the end of Staats' meetings, anot her hall had to be rent ed .
This one , located in the same
build ing, seated more than 600

A
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people. In addi tion, 200 folding
chairs were rented. On the final
Sunday of the evangelistic campaign, a few hundred people were
turned away for lack of space.
Norman Milley, one of the first
members of Mitchell's mission,
started attending after being filled
with the Spirit in the Salvation
Army. Encountering great freedom
10 worship at Glad Tidings Mission,
he became Mitchell's righI-hand
Illan, Ihe first young people's leader
and song leader for many years,
and a deacon in the Everett assembly for 48 years. In 1944 he was
grant ed an exhorter's license 10
preach by the Assemblies of God.
Milley's daughter, E. Irene King,
related a healing that took place
under Mitchell's ministry:
Dad was openi ng the service on
a Sunday morning, whcn twO men
brought in Jamcs LeGrow ... and laid
him on the second pew. He had been
suffering with rheumatic fever , and
had been in bed for several weeks,
losi ng much weight. Bro. Mitchell
and the deacons had taken IUrns
sitting up with him at nights so his
wife could steep.
Afler the song service Bro. LeGrow
raised his head and said, "Bro.
Milley, God told me He would heal
me if I came to this service."
When Dad touched his forehead,
anOinting him with oil, the power of
God came upon them. Dad fell to the
floor in the Spirit, and Bro. LeGrow
was healed immediately! Dad picked
him up in his arms. ran around the
church, and stood him back upon his
feet at the altar . Bro. LeGrow lived
many years after, and was never
tOuched with rheumatic fever again!l.

At some point prior 10 1930
Mitchell returned to his hometown
- Hant 's Harbour- where he stayed
for a coup le of weeks with his
brother-in -law. (The Pentecostal
church wou ld not be established
the re until Arthur S. W insor
arrived in October 1930.) One night
Mitchell was invited to speak at the
local Salvation Army ci tadel. My
fa ther, Eric R. Janes, who was
present at the meeting, recalled
Mitchell singing one of his favorite
hymns ,
God is still on the throne and He
will remember His own,
Though trials may press us,
and burdens distress us,
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He never will leave us alone.
God is still 011 (he throne, He
never jorsakelh His own,
His promise is true, He will not
jorger you
God is s(ill 011 (he throne.
Mitchell spoke plainly with a 50impie
presentation of the Gospel. During
one of his services conducted in the
home of his brother-in-law . Samuel
Soper became the fir st known
believer in Hant's Harbour to
receive the Penteco50tai baptism.

The charter members in
1927 were the Mitchells, the
Fillmores, Jennie French,
Elsie Copp , and Ernest
Trainor.
Back in Everett, Mitchell's congregat ion was becoming so large by
1930 or so, it needed a full-time
pastor. "Realizing that this was
God's plan for his life," Gordon
Gardiner wrote, "Mr. Mitchell
gave up his building contractor
business and faithfully served the
assembly ......
Allen Mitchell recalled,
And what a shepherdl. .. No pastor
was anymore unfairly maligned by a
few in the church, who would try to
usurp leadership. And yet, no pastor
would bear it more patiently and
show such measure of love.
If there is anyone thing about Dad
that stands out above all others, it
was his private prayer life .... Many.
many were Ihe times [ was awakened
from sleep before daybreak with the
sound of Dad's voice raised in
prayer. Sometimes prayers and
groanings could be heard coming
from the back scat of his car. parked
in the garage under the house (hope·
fully not to disturb anyone). Other
times his travailing in prayer would
issue from the privacy of his study .

This characteristic of Mit chell
impressed many individual s. Although he possessed limited formal
education, he rcally knew God, and
was a man of much prayer. Mary
Campbell Wilson, Dean of Education for 25 years at Zion Bible
Institute in East Providence, Rhode
Island. remembered Mitchell as "a
p rominent prayer warrior . • 'IS
Books in his personal library
included Praying Hyde, Inlercessory Prayer, and Andrew

Murray's With Christ in the School
of Prayer.
Allen Mitchell felt hi s father
"was everything one \"'ould look
for and respect in a pastor, based
on Biblical qualification s .... [H)e
relied heavily upon the Holy Spirit.
Therein lay the secret of the man as
a deeply commilled Christian and
pastor / teacher. Thi s same Holy
Spirit provided him a depth of
insight into human nature and the
Word of God that was a rare gift. I
have heard him deliver, v.ithout an
understanding of homiletics or the
laws of hermeneutics, sermons that
were correct in both these areas."
Admitted ly, he sometimes stumbled
over the infamous "begets" of the
Bible. At such times Mitchell would
say. "Oh, we'll call it 'Moses' and
passon'"
A five-foot, II -inch, 180 pound,
physically active and allractive
man, Mitchell was soft-spoken,
everybody's friend and usually
ready with adv ice and counsel. He
was especially easy to talk to by
the yout h. According to Allen
Mitchell, he " never resorted to
pharisaical trumpeting abroad any
deeds of charity. As God would
direct, he quietl y and generously
gave where needed." He vi sited
parishioners who were sick. Never
one to show favoritism, he wanted
to be known simply as " Brother
Mitchell. ,.
une t 930 marked another locality
change for Glad Tidings Mission.
The congregation, now numbering
over 110, began worshipping in a
separate building, known as "Emmet
Bungalow," that had been a dance
hall. It was purchased, renovated
and enlarged, resulting in a seating
capacity of 400. The mission, located
at the corner of Second and Cabot
Streets in Everett, received a name
change on June 19 of that year. The
new name was Glad Tidings Tabernacle. The church remained in this
Spot until 1958.
Eugene Vaters, former General
Superintendent of the Pentecostal
Assemblies of Newfoundland,
thought high ly of Mitchell's work in
Everett. Late in life he fond ly
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o Aimee Semple McPherson/rmm
Ontario Prolc~lanlism where
denominational rivalry and funda·

mentalist bickering were le~<;,
troublesome. But she also used
another idiom. one Ihal appealed
10 a wider audience and that
decentralized a fc\\ of the do((rine_~
Assemblies of God people
cherished.
No one contested lhe Pentecostal
roots of her ministry. As Aimee
Semple, she had spent a year in
association with William Durham
- I he Chicago Pentecostal who
popu larized the "finished work"
doctrine. She and her husband

pa,d '

costalism in \\ay,> that contra'>ted
with the typical A'isemblic\ of God
approach but that refleclI~d her
background. SI\ter had fir<;t
encountered PentecO\talilim in a
\trongly congregationali<;1 mode.
Her primary mentor, William
Durham, imi\tcd that thc congregation, as a communit)' of
.. aims respomible to God and onc
another, had all of the rc ..ources
and authority to operate without
denominational arfiliation.
She moved freely among the
Pentecostal camp mectings and
convellliom that allracted all types

" Iii"
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Roben Semple had been scnt to
China by

IWO

of the best-known

Nonh American Pentecostal
missions, Durham's in Chicago and
the Hebdens' in Toronto. After
her widowhood and remarriage, she
returned to mini~MY in Pentecostal
contexts . To be ~ure, she and her
mother, Minnie Kennedy, alway~
maintained good relationships with
their Salvation Army friends. The
case with which they moved back
and forth suggests that pcrhaps the
boundaries were less rigid than
some imagined.
Although the differences were
not always readi ly apparent, Sister
nuanced her understanding of rente-

T he writers of the Erallgel
article thought Sister
McPherson needed to be
" reclaimed to the full
Pentecostal power. "
of radical e\"angelicals and were
often accountable to no one beyond a local committee. Her only
recorded conflict with Pentecosta ls
occurred in t he south whe n she
encountered resistance to the
teaching on sanctification she had
imbibed under Durham. Her carly
ministry coincided with the organizing of the Assemblies of God and

Sister Unexpectedly Involved in Shootings

T

he fact that Aimee Semple McPherson's name appeared on the front page of
the two Wichita newspapers was hardly surprising when she returned to the
city in 1934. She had made far more news than most preachers of her era, and it
was common for the news media to reserve space on page I for McPherson stories.
But this one was different. Mrs. McPherson was indirectly linked to a murdersuicide in the city.
Thl: Wichito Eagle Story, "KILLS MATE IN QUARREL OVER AIMEE MEETINGS," told of Emma Turney's desire to hear Sister McPherson preach. She asked
her husband Clyde to take her to the McPherson tent service in Matthewson's
pasture a block away from their apartment. "He wouldn't take me to the meeting
IOnight," the mortally wounded woman IOld an officer. "I put an end to it all."
Saying that her husband had been drinking and "running around," Mrs. Turney
admitted shooting him with a .32 caliber pistol she had purchased at a pawn shop
and then turning the pistol on herself. Her husband's death came almost
immediately, but Mrs. Turney lived for 2 days before dying of her wounds.
Without her knowledge, Sister McPherson once again found herself on the
front page.
Taken from W;chi/o Eagle artide: "Kills Male In Quarrel o~er Aimee Meetings, ,. May 26, t934: and
Wichito Beocon articles: "Wichita Sla~er of Male Ho~ers Near Death:' Ma~ 26, 1934, and "Death
Unitcs Wichita Pair." Ma~ 28, 1934.

;\ t928 Hridal Call fourlquart PI.r~lnJ
20 ,un in Ih~ mlnl.,f'

"1~ltr

\1d'hrr,on'~

was nc\'cr confined to any .. lIlgle
network. Pentecostal or otherwise:
in fact. it transcended existing
networks from the beginning.
Sister's consistent liSe of the
idiom of early Pentecostalism
suggests \\ h)'. In the days before
they began reducing thc meanlllg of
Pentecosta l expe rience by defining
it. Pentecosta ls had stressed the
inclusive nature of their movement:
it was "the restoration of the
faith once delivered to the saintsthe old time religion, camp meetings, reviva ls, missions , street a nd
prison work a nd Chr isl ian unity
everywhcre. " I
That description-advanced in
the first publication issued by the
hallowed Azusa Street M issionexac t ly desc r ibed Sis ter, who
marketed her gospel with a n o ld
chorus: " It 's the o ld-time religion,
a nd it's good enough for me."
Sister perhaps bett er represented
this earl y Pent ecosta l et hos than
did the Assemblies of God. T he
issues which had come into focus
in th e course of deno minatio nal
organ ization had la rgel y resha ped
the meaning within th e co nsliluency o f being Pent ecost al. Wh ether
or no t tongues speech un iforml y
evidenced Spirit ba ptism simpl y d id
nOt malter to Sister. She re fu sed
to be di vert ed by such discussio ns :
they were un impo rtant in her
A C IIERITA(,l. 8 PItIl"rtG t993
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schem e of thin g~. To n g u c~, or
oth er gilh of th e Holy Spirit,
fo r that matt er, wou ld ordinari ly
ma ni fest S pir it bap t i'i m , she
conceded wh en pressed, but that
was not her message. She preached

"To be Spirit-filled is the
grandest, proudest tribute
of sobriety and piet} one
can possess."

-Aimee Semple McPherson
"Dible Christi anity," and everything else fo llowed.
She a ffil iat cd briefiy with th e
Assemblies o f God at least in part

to wke advantage of the railroad
dio;,count credentJa ls brought , but
alo;,o becauo;,e she thought the
denomination shared her passion
for "Dible Christianity."
For the same reason , she
accepted a \1cthodist exhorter 's
license and a Baptist preaching
license. She did not consider that
such credcntialing limited her or
that any of these groups necessarily
best articulated her o\\.n theology.
She 'itood in general agreement with
thei r bac;ic orientation, but her
call ing was broader- more like that
of the early Methodist circuit
rider th an that of a denominatio nal
evangel ist.

In Pur'l~nd, Qrrkun , durinjt ~ ]9)4 nirl'l inlt , 'Ii\ tt.\1c1·hr .... on to ok on ~. olllti un
\ hr bal1ltd thr '· (.odlt~~ ( .0 .11111 ." In ont o r her ma n! ilIuStr1l.1 td St' rmO M.
Intcrnlltlona] " r ¥o\.1't1 photo , O.rlton Ilisto .iCIII :-,.odd). l 013t68 .

A~

hen Ihe Pentecostal EvanR,el
raised the issue and accu<,cd
Sister of compromio;,ing in a slavish
quest for respectability, she for
once chose 10 respond directly to
criticism. She wrote a surprising pamphlet , \\-hich she called
"The Narro\\ Line-Or, Is Mrs.
McPherson Pentecosta l?", In
which she o ffered a thoughtful
refiection on Pentecostal identilY and defended her min istry
as an expression of bib lical
Pentecostalism.
She used her Wichita meet ings as
a case in po int. Several times, she
had silenced people who had no isily
sho uted o r in o ther ways drawn
attention to themselves. T he insta nt
response had been, " Why, Sister
McPh erso n , do n' t yo u bel ieve in
manifestatio ns?" She had been
acc used of the ulti mate betrayal
of her Pentecostal ism-"q uenching
the Spir it." She had acted si mi larl y
in Balt imo re, when peo ple who
equated noise, spo nta neity, and
apparent diso rder with spiritual
po wer had distracted the audi ence .
On the o th er hand , it was well
known that she som etimes tOlerat ed
emotional di s pla ys; aud ibl e,
un o rch est rat ed indi vidual and
congregatio nal prai se; and th e
manifestation o f spiritual gifts,
especiall y in th e prayer room s set
aside fo r tarrying for the bapt is m
with the Hol y Spirit.
She seemed, to some, to be sending
mixed signals. As her evan gelistic
services had gotten larger, they had
become more structured, and she
had assumed the responsibilit y of
deciding what was-and was nOt "of the Spirit." That was a
subjective decision, and it was
bound to displease some.
Sister started at a different point
from her Assemblies of God critics.
"To be Pentecostal in Spirit," she
maintained, "is to be something
far different than many suppose."
It had nothing to do with noi se,
emotion, tongues or healings, and
everything to do with spirilUality:

W

To be Spirit filled is the grandest.
proudest tribute of sobriety and piety
one can possess. The Holy Spirit is
not marked by wildness, hysteria,
screaming, or unseemly manifesta-

star who innuenced millions by the
force of her personal ity a nd the
po wer o f her o ra LOry .
ACling on a n earl y Pent ecostal
understanding o f what the movement was a bo ut , she preached the
transfo rming power o f religio us
experience III vernacul a r term s lhal
appealed to pervasi ve nostalgia for
the old -fashioned \\ays in an era of
equal fa sc inati o n with the modern.
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Sis ter Mc P he rson _ie .. cd he rself liS laking Ihe middle of tltl' road. bl.'l"l'cn forma IiI) and fanaticism, as
Ihis illustration in Ihe /Jridlll Call sliows. Thl" caplion reads. "At fir\! it "liS II lonel) road. Iml no"
thousands are scromblinll. up the Sletp sides 10 "pll. with me."

lion; but by deep, holy, sober, godly,
reverent, prayerful exaltation of the
gentle Chrisl of Galilee, an earnest
passion for souls, a biblical and
scriptural Holy Ghos! boldness and
wisdom thai will be the means o f

liked to lead he r congregati o ns in
the old song:

I now believe withour a doubt
The Ark is coming up (he road;
And the child of the Lord
has a right to shout,
The Ark is coming up the road.
Ir's coming! Hallelujah!
The Ark is coming up the road.

leading men and women 10 the Cross

in which we glory .9

Vehemently denying that she had
ever "compromised [he full Gospel
message," SiSler drew on tile Old
Testament story of David's returning the Ark [0 Jeru salem to explain
what she thought was happening
in the contemporary American
church. Just as the Ark had not
been intended for the house of
Obededom [the Assemblies of God]
but, rather, as "a diadem of power
and glory upon God's children," so
"biblical Christianity," with its
reappropriation of the gifts of the
Spirit, was intended for the whole
church rather than for a select
group known as Pentecostals or
Apostolic Faith.
Against those who resisted bringing the message into the churches
and advocated that church members
find their way to Pentecostal
settings Sister insisted that true
Pentecostalism was apparently
sweeping through the churches.
Much as they might disagree, no
one "small company ... had a corner
on it." It belonged to the church,
and it was being recovered by the
church in a dynamic, exuberant,
all-encompassing revival. Sister

"Obededom," Sister observed
pointedly, "as a whole, is not futt y
pleased to see it either , aft er feeling
he had a monopoly o n I he
Ark for so long. "10 Sister characteristically attempted to rally her growing group of supporters: " I say let's
join the procession ... Hallelujah!
Alone or in a multitude, 'delivered
up to Ihe council' or standing
alone, there- t.here ever just before
is the vision. None can slap it - the
devil can't detain il ... Obededom
will be left behind if he sulks or
rejects it-The Ark, the Ark is
coming up the road. " II
imee Semple McPher son 's
Wichita meetings focused the
question that had agitated among
some Assemblies of God adherents
for several years, es pecially si nce
she had preached several times
at the General Council in 1919.
The meetings in Wichita were
typical of her ministry between
19 19 and 1923. They were part of
the sequence that established her as
a national figure, a popular cultural

A
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L " Rc\l'ah Hcr Life Smr) 10 1hrong~:'
IHchuu EUKle. \l a) 15. 1922, p. 2
2. "Called 10 Come 10 Wichila:' lI ichl/a
Eagle, Ma) 7, 1922. p. 5.
3. Il 'ichuu Eugle, \-I ay 10. 1922, p. l.
4. " Pnr k Scene is Li kened UnlO C'hrist'$
Time," Wic/llla Eagle. :-"la)' D. 1922. p. 1.
5. " Rephc\ !O AHack\ or 0pJlOncllI.>.'·
Wichila £aJ!fl', \-l ay 16, 1922. p. I
6. " Is \-I r~. r.\ c Pher50n Penle.:o~lan" The
Penlf'C()s/ull; I'unKf'/, June 10. 1922. p. 9.
7. Ernest S. Wllham$. ··Peme.:oM al Understood b) Ihe Peme.:oslal People." Thf' Pt-nlf"
costal EI'unRet, Junc 10. 1922, p. 9.
8. "The Apo$lolic Faith M(WemClll." Th e
Aposlo lic " Ul III , Seplember 1906. p. 2.
9. A imce Semple \-l c P her~on. "The Narro"
Linc:' ( Lol A ngcles: Fourlquarc (iolp<'l
Publica tions, n.d.). p. 2.
10. Ibid., p. 11
11 Ibid.
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o Ambassador I Found/rwm
FAA records in hand, we began to Irace Ambassador /'s
life after 1969. We learned that old Charlie 46 began its
second stint in the U.S. with a company called Flight
Lease , Inc. in Columbus, Ohio. Then its checkered
career took it to Ft. Lauderdale , Tulsa, OUi of the
country again to Honduras, then back to Ft. Lauder~
dale, and Miami. FAA records show that it was sold in
1986 to a man who abandoned it in Port~au~Prince,
Haiti. It was repossessed, sold to another company and
repossessed a second time.
Undoubtedly its best nights were behind it.
The worst blotch on its record came while a Miami
company owned it. in 1991 twO potential buyers,
who were Drug Enforcement Administration agents,
supposedly offered a supply of cocaine for the plane
-which the owner accepted, putting him behind bars.
The plane was seized and so ld at auction in March 1992
to International Flight Center. Inc., at Tamiami
Airport, Miami. There the new owners were repairing it
when Hu rricane Andrew swept it off its parking spot,
bounced it down the runway, and dumped it in a heap
about a mile away. Missing were a wing and an engine
and it was obvious Ihal it had landed nose first at
least once.
I learned that the airport fire department had used
the wrecked plane in training, so I called Chief Tom
McKay. He told me that the depan melll had set fire

page 4

to the lail and had CUI into the fuselage, simulating
the rescue of passengers in an actual crash. Because
the department was making a video of the training,
McKay asked me for a photo of the plane when it was
Ambassador I. J was happy 10 cooperate.
The next Step was to get souvenirs off of the plane
for display here in the Archives. Dennis Mayo, who had
nown the plane and even thought about bidding on il al
the auction, salvaged it and graciously told me we could
have items for our display cases.
In the course of our recent search, I talked with
severa l people in Florida who had in some way been
associated with the plane. Nobody could figure out why
the Assemblies of God was interested in an army surplus
C~46. So I repeated my narration seve ral times. They
then became interested and wanted to learn more about
the glory years of 1948~49. And some of them have
promised to send photographs of the Ambassador 1 in
ils twilighl years.
So, that's the end of Ambassador I. II 's sad to
think that our old pride and joy of the late 19405 would
tumble down its last runway being propelled by a hurri~
cane rather than its snorting twin Pralt & Whirney
engines. And sad too because the Springfield Con~
federate Air Force was interested in obtaining old
Charlie 46 for restoration and local display.
Hurricane Andrew changed all of that.
-.t.-

SEEN IN PRINT
Pentecoswl Pioneering. by George W. Flallery, Sr .•
$7.95, plus $1.19 postage and handling.
What can we say about (his new book? The first thing
is to commend the author for his many hours on the
project and being willing to finance it himself.
If we knew this much about all of the missionaries
who have served with the Divi sion of Foreign Missions,
we would be blessed indeed-and certainly more appre~
ciative of their work to spread the gospel.
Unfortunately, not all missionaries can put logether
their sto ries for a book as we have in Pentecostal
Pioneering by George W. Flattery, Sr. Others who were
capable of writing their autobiographies either died
before they could get around to it or were never
challenged to do so.
This big 320~page book is the result of the author's
diligent search of correspondence during a missionary
career with his wife Stella in Africa belween 1944~64,
memories, and other sources. Photographs are in
abundance-166 with descriptive captions. And the text
is not only inspiring but also educational.
The reader will learn about life on the mission field,
from the everyday events to the sublime-which might
include everything from installing a sewer system
to praying repentalll Africans into the Kingdom. In
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between there could be a hunting trip to provide gui nea
or partridge for the evening's meal, Stella performing
midwifery duties, and the Flauerys treating their own
children for malaria.
"OUf missionary work was hard," Flattery remem~
bers, "but never dull!"
George was born and reared in wheat co untry around
Wichita. Kansas. where as a teenager he decided that the
most important thing in life was playing baseball. That
is until August 1931, when Kenneth Haines invited him

10 the Pentecostal Tabernacle in Wichita.
That night George listened as Ruth Garlock (Mrs.
H. B.) preached the gospel. When she issued an invila·
tion to receive Christ, George went to the altar and
was saved.
George felt God was calling him to Africa, and
the Garlocks-who had been pioneer missionaric') to
Liberia-encouraged him to prepare for that field.
Another important decision he made in the Wichita
church was 10 fall in love with Stella Engel, whom he
married in 1934.
In the meantime, it was off to Enid, Oklahoma,
where he enrolled in P. C. Nelson's Southwestern Bible
School. Stella followed him to Southwestern.
Following their marriage they pastored and evan·
gelized and then made missionary application to Africa
with the Assemblies of God in 1937. But the war pOSt·
poned their appointment until 1944 when they received
the green light 10 itinerate for service in Upper Volta
(now Burkina Faso).
Finally, with their two boys-Warren and George
II-they set foot on the continent in August 1945.
Evangelizing, discipling nationals, building missionary
stations, preaching, teaching their two boys at home,
and translating consumed George and Stella's waking
hours during four terms of service-first in Upper Volta

and then in Senegal. George gives insight imo the life
of missionaries during this critical period \...·hen the
continent was going through change.
Returning to the stales in 1964, George accepted a
teaching position with Evangel College and Stella
prepared for a public school leaching career. By this
time, in addition to Warren and George II (who had
gone to Central Bible College, completed graduate
work, and were preparing for missionary serv ice them·
sehes), the Flatterys had two daughters, Doris and
Sharon.
While George taught at Evangel, he continued millb·
tering abroad and was pleased to see George II de\ elop
a concept of corrc!)pondencc work for nationals. That
small work became the International Correspondence
Institute which enrolls students around the world.
How does a missionary career begin? This one started
when Kenneth Haines invited his friend George 10 a
Pentccostal church service in Wichua, Kamas. His
conversion and call !O serve around tbe world during
the past 61 years is narrated and neatly packaged in

Pentecostal Pioneering.
The book can be ordered from Gospel Publishing
House, 1445 Boonville, Springfield, MO 65802.
- Wayne Warner

FROM O UR R EADERS

o

Worship/f.. m p.ge 15

Pentecostal movement. But lately
I have sensed a deep longing !O re·
vive some of the genuine spiritual
quality of our relationship with
God and corporately in our meet·
ings that we experienced in the
early days of the movement and
that phenomenal outpouring of the
Holy Spirit during the first 2
decades of the century.
Your article was most encouraging as an indication of a growing
awareness of the need !O seek God
for a fresh outpouring of the Spirit
and renewal of the inward man
rather than outward carnal manifestations such as excessive bois·
terousness and clapping, swaying,
j umpi ng, dancing and outward
enthusiasms which are all "of the
fles h " in our services .
As an o lder person I feel deep
regret that the younger generations
of Pentecostal children are growing
u p wit hout any inkling of know.
ledge of the true nature of the
Spiritual movemen t that gave birth

to this present religious system
that is known to the world as
"PentecostaL"
Thank God for your work. LeI
us keep pressing toward the mark
of the prize of the High calling of
God in Christ Jesus till He come.
Naomi Hildebrandt
San Jose, California

"Oh, for the men of God
who will stand
against the tide today."
·Jewc1 van def Merwc
I do believe the modern way of
worship is a far cry from where we
were!
I do confess that many times even
in our conferences and camp meetings I just get up and walk out. I
can't handle the music . It is canned
and man is the center. Sorry to say
that. Telev ision has brought this in
to a great degree.
What is a lso very u psetting is that
the attitude is fast becoming, "give
the people what they want." Oh,

for men of God who will stand
againsl the tide today.
May God bless you as you uphold
the truth.
Jewel van der Merwe
Discernmelll Newsletter
Holly, Michigan

Ph ili ppines C hurc h
\Vr it in g History:
Ca n Yo u H el p ?
At the request of the Philippines
General Council, the Archives and
the Division of Foreign Missions arc
providing information for a new
history book on the Philippines.
If you have information concern·
ing the Philippines which should be
considered for a history, you can
write to the address below:
Rev. Trinidad E. Seleky
Phi lippines General Council
Assemblies of God
P.O. Box 49, Valenzuela
1405 Metro Manila, Philippines
AlG Il EIUTAGE. SPIti NG 1993 29

o Missionary John Koienda/r<om
contribution \0 the Bralilian
church should be. He early receg·
nized that to challenge the Swedish
way could only further fragment
the work, and so the Americam
pledged their cooperation with the
National Conference, and unity
was maintained.

T

hough Ko lenda continued to

serve as superintendent of the
work in Santa Catarina and was
kept busy as a Bible conference

"In hls 60 s, after a
s tre nuous life, hls family
encouraged him to r etire,
but 20 ye ars la ter, h e
was going s trong."
teacher a nd preacher, certainly onc
of hi s greatest contributions was
the publish ing house. The national
month ly Messenger oj Peace was
prod uced in a ti ny office in Rio
which also provided Sunday school
literature. Print ing was done by a
co mmercial press. Kolenda recognized th at adeq uate lit erature was
essential to continued growth a nd
accepted the need for a pu blishi ng
house as a personal challenge .

pag' 8

With war'!, end, it was possible
for the family to return home for
liS first furlough, and with Springfield's blessing Kolenda used the
opportunity to raise funds for the
Brazilian publishing house. In the
next several years he not only raised
thousands of dollars, but he located
a press in South Dakota, found a
missionary-printer ready to move
10 Brazil, and bought suitable
property in Rio.
He was less successful in fulfilling another dream, the building of
a Bible school. The need for trained
workers in the rapidly growing
Brazilian church was obvious, and
while on furlough he had actually
raised the money 10 build a school.
But national leaders mistrusted
Bible schools, believing instruction should be centered in the
local church. Though deeply disappointed, in keeping with his
pledge, Ko lenda bowed to the will
of the National Conference. He was
able to develop short-term and
correspondence courses. In time
resislence to Bible schools waned
a nd Kolenda's nephew and namesa ke , Jo hn Kolenda Lemos, established a strong Bible school at
P indamon ha ngaba, between Rio

John and Marguerite Kolenda
Putting God First

D

ad always practiced and taught us to put God first , others second , and o urselves last. This seemed entirely wrong 10 us, for we observed that he was
always liberal, giving to others, especially to the very poor in Brazil, until once, at
the end of the month he lacked sufficienl bus fare 10 go to the city post office after
his monthly check. Another time we were tempted to doubt the wisdom of his
polley. II was just before Christmas during (he lime of the war. Mail was irregular
and uncertain, yet we noticed how he and mother were always able to meet the
desper1llte needs of the people who came 10 them.
Two days before Christmas, Dad took my sister Doroth)' and me lasidel and
explained 10 us that unless God would provide in a special way , there would be no
Cbristmas presents coming to our house, for-afler providing for the needy children in the Sunday School and others-there was nothing left. Also, there was no
hope for a check from the United States unUl after Christmas or New Year' s. We
tried to be brave but were not very bappy . That nighl we heard the pra)ers of
Mother aad Dad to be in an unusual, fervent way. The next morning Dad tried to
eacouraae us. When he came from the post office there was the answer 10 their
prayen-an unexpected check which made our Christmas outstanding.
- Graceann Kolenda
from , HttUd From IIwllO/ by Albtn W.
Bftadl. As T~d by J. P. Koklldl. pp. 124-25 .
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and Sao Paulo.
During the 5 years of his second
term in Brazil, Kolenda's preaching, teaching and administrative
responsibilities required a great
deal of traveling both within the
country and to the United Slates.
His ministry was much sought
after, and he maintained a busy
schedule of evangelistic campaigns
and Bible conferences. By 1952, his
missionary colleagues became so
concerned for the loll his activities
were taking on his health that they
requested a special furlough to
allow him to recoup his strength.
The request was granted, and, on
the way home, Kolenda attended
the World Pentecostal Conference
in London using the opportunity
to again visit his nalive Germany.
He had first viewed the war's
devastation 5 years earlier during
the Zurich conference. On that
occasion, when walking through
the streets of Gelsen-kirchen, his
birthplace, an inner voice had
prompted, "This is your field
of labor."
During his years in Lansing,
Kolenda had attended the German
camp at BentOn Harbor and when
asked to preach in German was
surprised at his fluency. In later
years he was frequent ly the featured
speaker a t German camps. And so
he was not enlirely unprepared
when the Missions Departmem,
which had JUSt granted him a
furlough fo r health reasons, asked
him to undertake a special assignment in Germany.

T

he Ge rman Pentecostal wor k
which had survived the Nazi era
was small and divided. On ly 26
pastors attended Ko lenda's first
general con ference. The prewar
Bi ble school in Da nzig had been
dest royed , and realizing that the
German church was in no posi tion
to do it, concerned American s
pu rchased a 16-room sto ne villa in
Stutt gart a nd began the Bibelschufe
Beroa (Berean Bi ble School) in
195 1. Un fortunate ly, the effort was
pro blem-plagued. Many Germa ns
were a pprehensive abo ut Am erican
influence , tensions ex isted among
school personnel , a nd the faci lity

\.. a5 100 small.
Kolenda's gifts, maturity, and
empathy with the national church
uniquely qualified him 10 deal with
these problems, and so, in 1952, he
began the third major phase of his
ministry. Though he initially was
mel with suspicion, through a
meeting with each of the Pentecostal pastors he was able to assure
them that [he Americans did not
wish to establish a German Assemblies of God and in fact would give
ownership and contra! of the Bible
school as soon as the Germans were
ready to assume them.
He hoped that the historic Muhlheim Alliance and two Pentecostal
groups, A rbeitsgemeinschajt der
Christengemeinden and Volksmission,
would eventually unite. He believed
that the Bible school could assist by
training workers from each of these
Pentecostal groups.
Because the Stuttgart property
could not be enlarged, il was sold
in the spring of 1954, and a larger,
more cent ral site was sought. The
task proved difficult in the warravaged country, but eventually a
few weed-covered acres at Erzhausen,
near Frankfurt, which had been
slated for a tire faclOry, were
purchased. Th e property had only
two small cottages and lillIe more
than the foundations of two build-

Lewis Wilson is the vice-president for
academic affairs at Southern California
Coilege. His wife Lenore is J. P. Kolenda's
niece. He wrote an article, "The Kerr·
Peirce Role in A / G Education," which
appeared in the spring 1990 issue of
Heritage.

Tile Kolendlls retired in ( ·lIlirornill wllere tile) Ih ed 0111 tlle!r remYln;njt

ings, and only a few months remained before lhe opening of the
new school year.
But in spite of permit problems,
bad weather, and limited funds,
classes at the new site began in the
fall of 1954 and ha\'e continued to
the present. American gifts of
$12,000 completed the initial
buildings, but the German church
then assumed full financial
responsibility and, over the years,
has developed a handsome campus.
In 10 years enrollment grew to 70
and the majority of graduates
entered full-time minislry.6 Early
on Kolenda turned over administrative leadership to a German
president, continuing as vicepresident, teacher, counselor, and
father.
From the beginning evangelism
was stressed as students assisted in
the pioneering of churches. Twelve
tents were used for crusades which
resulted in the establishment of
several new churches each summer.
Kolenda was always ready to assist
by preaching, counseling, and
encouraging young pastors who
were often his former students. A
publishing house to provide Sunday
school and other literature was also
developed on campus.

W

ith the school and press well
established under German

~eYrs.

leadership, Kolenda, al 67, returned
to Turlod, California. where
several years earlier, friends and
relatives had demonstrated their
love by building "Uncle John and
Aunt Marguerite" a retirement
home.
But retirement proved to be JUSt
another phase of ministry. After a
few months, he \\-as off again to
minister in southern Brazil. There
he found tha! the Bible school at
Pinda was developing nicely but
that its continued growth required
costly building. With the agreement
of those who had provided the deb!free retirement home, he sold it
using most of the proceeds for the
school.
After another 3 years of BraLilian
ministry, he returned home intending to retire, but before he could do
so agreed to an urgent request from
German leaders to return to Bcrean
Bible School for another 2 years.
Finally in 1972, at 74, he bought a
home in Florida ncar his brother,
sister, and other relatives and
formally retired.
Several years earlier he had
declined an invitation to establish
a Bible school at Belem in the
nonhern Amazon region. 11 was the
first Brazilian city to receive the
Pentecostal message, and the work
had prospered. The main Assemblies of God church had 17 ,000
AlG H I-~ NITA GE, SPNI NG 199)
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me mbers and many olll statio ns .
Alt ho ug h the much-needed Bible
school had been begun with an
impressive build ing and some night
classes, the missionary directing
the project had been forced to leave
for healt h reason s . Ko lenda was
agai n asked to go to Belem to com plete the building and develop a
resi dence Bible schoo l. The imen se
heat. which forced up to five shirl
changes a day. was only one of the
problems , blll wi thin 2 years, the
b uild ing was completed and the
school had an enrollment of 200
stud ems . With responsib le leadershi p in place he ret urned to Florida.
Bu t not for long. W hi le at Belem
his tra vels in the Am azon made hi m
realize th a t unique commun ication
probl ems made co nventio na l Bib lc
trainin g impossible fo r wor kers
in th e regio n . Tho ugh retired ,
the challenge of provid ing Bi ble
training fo r the Am azon became
a lmost an obsessio n .
Gradually he devised a pla n
which wo uld empl oy boo klets o n
doctrin a l to pics to a llo w ad vanced
hom e st ud y a nd a fac ulty of ci rcuit riding teachers to period ica ll y meet
with their widely scatt ered student s
at cent ral locatio ns for sho rt -term
schoo ls based o n the boo klets.
With in wee ks Ko lend a was back
in the Amazon to imp leme nt the
program. O ver the next mo nth s, he
located qualified personnel, wrote
cou rses , and rai sed fund s for
teac hers a nd pri nting . As o ne of his
last acts , several years later, he
ret urned to the Amazon to hand
diplomas to over 1,000 Brazi lians
who had comp leted the fir st 4-year
ex tension program.
n his 80s, Kolenda had completed
his last majo r project, and return ed to Flo rida. But with the
death of his brother a nd sister
there, he joined his remai ning sister a nd her fami ly in Cali forn ia.
Tho ugh truly ret ired, he continued
to preach ma king fi nal trips to bot h
Germa ny a nd Brazil. He had fe rvently hoped to meet the Lo rd in
the air , but o n June 19, 1984, al 85,
he was ta ken in hi s sleep.
His fun era l service in Modesto

I
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was modest and his headstone in
Turlock , shared wilh his wife o n
her death 4 years la ter , bea rs only
their names , dat es. a nd the wo rds,
" Be palielll and stan d firm beca use
the Lord's coming is nca r, " (J a mes
5:8, NIV) . But th e life a nd ministry
o f thi s choice serva nt of God will
cont inue to li ve in the hea rt s o f
multiplied tho usands thro ughout
the world wh o are grateful that
their li ves were to uched by "a
man sem fr o m God whose na me
was John. "

7hf ,\t(Jr)' oj the AN'mhllel oj God (Sprln!l:held,
\10: Vospd Put>h~hing Hou-e, 19JI), 169,
1 Alben \.\ Brenda, I Heard jrom f1eaw:n. A
810grahpy 0/ J. P Aolenda (Turlod... CA. (he
author. (1981?)), II
4, IbId.. 6.
S. John (> " olcnda. The ¥1S-fOrS Sharpener
and Other .\llsslOnary SIOrseJ (Darm\ladl.
German) Lcu,h(Cf-\"erlag, (1971)), 34
6, Pcter Johno,on, "I'ony Ycar~ of BUilding
the "ingdom:' Pentecostal E"angel, Augu~t 18.
1991. Ill.
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Wanted: 1967 Pentecostal Evangels
A frie nd of the Assemblies of God Archives needs three issues of the Penrecos/al E vangel to round out hi s personal collection. Maybe you can help.
Reti red U.S. A rmy chaplain Talmadge McNabb needs the follow ing
iss ues fro m 1967: J une 18. J uly 16, October 1.
Yo u may cont act him at One Springfield Road, Brown s Mi ll s, NJ 080 15,
or pho ne (609) 894-4992.

Do you have something that belongs
in the Assemblies of God Archives?
If you have collected Pente costal magazines, books,
films , recordings , photographs, correspondence , or othe r
historical materials, the Archives needs to hear from you.
The material you have access to might be just what we
need to complete one of our several collections. And you
can be assured the donated materials will be preserved
so they can help tell the story of the Assemblies of God.

Please write today, giving infonnation on materials you
have to donate or lend to the Archives.
ARCHIVES
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o William J. Mitchell/rwm p.~,
remembered listening to \ 1itchcll in
lhe ~l a!'>~chusctts tOWIl. The di ... tim:li\e Newfoundland accent or the
Hant's Harbour nati\;e, which \... a ... 0,0
familiar 10 Vaters, sounded like
music in hi~ cars!J~
The church continued 10 c\pcricncc growth and, on July 15. 1932.
became affiliated \\ilh the Nc\\
England District of the A.,scmblit.,\
of God.
Although the New England brethren had been loosely organized for
several years, in No\ember 1923
a convention had been held at
Springfield, Massachusetts where
1-1. T. Carpenter was pasloring.
Joseph Tunmore, one of the early
leaders and a superintendent of the
Eastern District of the As.,cmblic.,
of God, chaired the meeting. AI
that time the New England District
was reorganized and officially
recognized by the Genera l Council
of tile Assemblies of God. (The
district was later separated into
the Northern and Southern New
England Districts.) Arthur Lewis

Glad Tidings a ffili ated
with the old New England
District in 1932.
was elected the first district superintendent, followed by James
Hick s, Cbarles F. Moyer, Alfred
Wight, H. T. Ca rpenter, William J.
Mitchell, and Roy Smuland.
The Everelt Assembly of God
was duly set in order at a business meeting chaired by District
Presbyter William J. Mitchell, who
was d esig nat ed as "Fou nd er
pastor. "17 Kenneth C. Pyne was
elected to the dual office of
secre t ary It reasurer.
E lected
deacons were George Bailey, S. J .
Bu rde n, Norman Mille y, John
Skane, and James Snook. Nine
trustees were e lected: J oseph
Jenkins, Albert Earle, Fred
MacFee, George Me rcer, Hu gh
Snow, Jame s LeGrow, Joseph
Pynn , George Ellis and Fred
Parsons. Church membersh ip had
ri sen to 143 .
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"In this ne\l. place of wor<;;hip,"
the historian of Glad Tidings
Tabernacle wrote in 1977. "God's
power fell upon His people in a
mighty \\:ay. COllntle\~ number~
of souls were prayed through to
salvation at it ... altar. Hundreds
received the preciol!'" outpouring
of the Holy Spirit in their lives.
l\.lany, many miraculou'l healing ...
lOok place. The Sunda~ ~chool
gre\\. until there were so man~
classes meeting in the auditorium
Ihal each teacher had difficulty
trying 10 make him~clf heard over
the other teachers. "I~
On March 24, 1933, Nicholas
Short, Jr., a Sahationist who also
lived in Everelt, wrote a Hant\
H arbour resident. He commented.
"Billie (Mitchell) had a little stir
down to the 'tvl ission.' But it has
Quieted down."'~
From December 7 10 24, 1933,
Dr. Charles A. Shreve, pastor of
McKendree Methodist Episcopal
Church in Washington, D.C., held
a series of evangelistic meetings at
Everett'S Glad Tidings Tabernacle.
The services began at 7:45 nightl)
from Tuesday to Saturday, with
Sunday meetings at 3:00 and 7:00
p.m. Sh reve espoused divine healing; his ministry at Mitchell's
church served the assembly well.
In addition to his busy sched ule
as paSlOr o f a thriving congregation, Mit chell served from 1936 to
1938 as six th superintendent of the
o ld New England District of the
Assemblies of God, comprising the
six New England states. This office
necessitated active involvemen t in
district affairs. When he served, the
district o ffi ce was the parsonage.
His reputation within the Assemblies of God was high. He also
maintained close tics with other
P entecostal bodies, such as
Christine A. Gibson's Zion Bible
In stitute and he r associated
network of c hurches ove r New
England.
Mary Campbell Wil so n, who was
associated with Zion Bible In stitute
from 1935 to 198 1, staned heari ng
Mitchell's name during the time she

was a ,>tudent there. She eventually
'1a\\ him, and he '>eemed "QUItc
011.1".:0 to her at the time. Shc al'>o
remembered hllll a\ being \cry
kmd It i... pos'>ible that he per·
formed the marriagc ceremony 01
Reuben and Chri .. llIle Gibson III
1910, as he \\a~ a close friend of
thc former.

As a carpenter Mitchell
influenced men on the job
and then led them to Christ
and into the church.
'\Iy father had an intere~llng
elll;Ounter \\ith 1\litchell. \\.'IlIle
attending Bible college in Ontario.
Canada. in the 19-1o.. m~ fathl'r
\i ... ited the 67-year old heret!
mini ... ter. That afternoon the ... elllOI
man lay do\\n on the daybed in hi ...
sllldy. from where he entertained
the visiting Bible college "'lUden!.
a sign that old age \\a'l t:recping
upon him. He gme my falher a
bOOK from his persona l lihrar~ .
Henry r. Sell's Bible Studies IfI
the Life of Pout. Some of the
other books in Mitchell's librar~
were Ever In creasing Faith b~
mith Wigglesworth, Reodin/:-~ in
Ephesialls by Malachi Taylor. The
Patmos ViSiofl, and The Suffer/II/:-\
of Christ. My father attended the
Sunday afternoon scnice. "The
tOlich of God was on il mightily,"
he recollccled. 21 Mitchell wa'>
pasloring a church that wa .. on fire
for God, and worthy to bear the
name PentecO'>tal.

I

n 1949 W. Clifford Nel"'on received from Mitchell an inv'itation
to hold revival meetings at Evcrett.
In April 1950 Mitchell resigned as
paslOr of Glad Tidi ngs Tabernacle,
to be effective Jul y 30. In the midst
of revival in the assembly Nel,>ol1
was asked to consider assuming the
pastorate, \l.hich he did. This
marked Mitchell's forma l retirement from a pastorate, for he
continued to preach as an arm of
the district, filling in often for
Assemblies of God pastors in castern Massachusetts.
Susan na Mitchell d ied in 1953.
After her death William Mit chell
AIL IIt.RITALt , "1')(1'(,1993
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spent time vIs Iting his ramily in
the Boston area. Duri ng this time
he met a widow at the Quincy,
Massachusetts, Assembly or God,
in which two or his children
worshipped. J ulia Anne Bourne
was 6 years younger than Mitchell.
Friendship resulted in marriage.
The couple set up residence in
Whitman, Massachusetts, located
sou th or Bosto n.
T he end ror Wi lliam Mitchell
came at 79 o n March 14, 1958, as
a result or pancreatic cancer.
Christine Gibson conducted the
runera l. His second wire lived to be

101 years or age, dying in 1985.
In a tribute to the rounders or
their assembly, published on the
occasion or their 50th anniversary
in 1977, Glad Tidings Tabernacle
in Everett wrOte that Mitchell's
"dedication, wonderru l pastoral
spirit and many hours or prayer
cach day were instrumental in the
growth and health or the church
under his leadership .... Glad
Tidings Tabernacle stands as a
living monument to the toil and
loving service or this spirilUal
couplc. We shall always remember
Brother and Sister Mitchel l. "22 He

had maintained the assembly for
years in lOp spiritual condition.
There was no doubt in anybody's
mind that he had been taught by
God. What he had accomplished
with so few earthly qualifications
was nothing short of a miracle!
While reading Andrew Murray's
Like Christ, Mitchell had underlined three short but pertinent
phrases:
Thc mcanncss of a work ncvcr
lowcrs thc pcrson; thc pcrson
honours and clc\atcs thc work, and
imparts his own ..... orth cvcn to thc
meancst scrvice ...
[n thus taking the form of a servant, Jesus proclaims the law of rank
in the Church of Chris\. The higher
onc wishcs to stand in grace. the
morc it mUSt be his JOY to bc scrvant
of all ....
Thc rcason why we so oftcn do not
bless others is Ihat wc wish to addrcss
them as their superiors in grace or
gifts. or at lea5t thei r equals)J

M itche ll ad m irab ly rits t h e
biblical model o f a pastor given in
I T imot hy 3: 1-7 . To 1977 at least
35 individ ua ls had left Everett's
Glad Ti dings Tabern acle to enter
t h e pas t ora l minis t ry . Gordo n
Gardi ner m ust have the lasl word :
" Thu s it was that th e Pentecostal
work in New England received a
great impetus rro m one who had his
roots in Zion."
NOTES
I t. E. Irene King 10 lhe author, May 12. 1990.
12. Carl Brumback. Like A Ril-er (Spring'
field. MO: Gospel Publishing Housc. t977).
p. tOO.
13. Victory Songs No. 4. compilers and
editors. Agnew and Vic10ria Bomh·Clibborn
ikmarest (Chicago. IL: Demarest Book Con·
cern . n.d.). Mitchell wrOle "good hymn" ovcr
numbers 204 and 207.
14. [rene King to lhe author, May 12. 1990.
IS. Patricia P . Pickard to the author.
February 29. 1992.
16. Eugtne Valers. un published second
volume of his aUlObiography, Rl'mmiscence.
17. "Church Set in Order" document. In
lIumbuJI dtlun s fruu for Iht photOl!r.phu In 1ht ir bfst dothts. Cour1ts) Shllro n Grll ' ts a nd Iht

Shkl) lIu COUnl ) Mustum

Remember the Story About Humbug?
Lloyd Christiansen rurnished the story, "A Miracle in Humbug," ror th e
wint er issue . Writin g or th e Pioneer Quart et in which he sang in 1937, he told
or their mini stry in a small communit y in Northern Cali rornia. When the
altar call was given, all 77 people res po nded . Unro rtunat ely, the above phot o
or Humbug resident s at about the turn o r th e century arrived too late ror
publicatio n.
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Glad Tidings Tabernacle, Everetl, M(lS5achusellS
Golden Jubilee 1927- 1977 (no publisher given.
1977), unpaginaled.

18. GI(1d Tidings T(1bern(1cle, EVl'rell.
M(1ss(1ch usells GOlden Jubilee 1927-l977.
19. Nicholas Shon to Caleb Janes. March 24.
1933.
20. Palricia P. Pickard 10 the alllhor.
February 29, 1992.
21. Informal conversations belween Eric R.
Janes and the author.

22. GI(1d Tidings Tabern(1cle, Everell.
M(lS5ach usetls Golden Jubilee 1927- l 977.
23. Andrew Murray. Like Christ (Chicago.
IL: Fleming H . Revell Company. 11895?1J.

pp. 26-27.
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(,corge \\ ood: PhotO, carly mi\\ion\
convention in Clc\'cl;lnd. I)o n ~ml'elO n :
mis\ions book by Mary G. Mullan. Da nn)
J eHrTson: misccllaneou~ carly Church of
God in Christ m;ucrial~. C. A. lI erring:
fhe carly song booh, \\ orld Pen tecO\lll1
Io,olidllril): mi\cellancou~ Pentecostal ilcm~.
Gerard Flo ks lra: rni\ccllancous printed
matter. lape~. t . C Hre dbcnncr : hand·
'Mitten ~crmon notc\ by Donald Gce, 1922
·28; \950-60. M r~. ' I'll 11 1111 : For the
Duration, book by A Walker and "<ell Hall
on internment in World War II A. \\('ndell
~I.

CllI.ir: aUlobiograph)'

Un.nUl~

SonRs and

Audrey \1icir ~ongbook IJhi~ion of Home
15 Ixl'lc, 01 m31criah from

Mi~,ion~:

offices.
Adell' (armichllcl: 700 Cfllb irucnicl'. and
clippin~. Mr. and M..... <-,II. CoVtl'n: photographs. " ·illia m II . Trel(lown: C. Orville
Benham books and periodicals. Letitia
Goodma n: Charles S. Price maga£ine\ and
book. Just us du Plessis: photographs .... hieh
include David du P[es~is. Ernest Ta,illa:
Kathryn Kuhlman materials and photographs. Edith mumhofer: Chris/ian Ewmgel. Mareh 28. 19 [4; Times of Refreshll1K.
June [923; memo from Allan A. Swift 10
Gordon Gardiner. 1961. Ui visio n of
Foreign Missions: China Focus. tapes,
transcript of 1979 L.F.T.L. message by J.
Philip Hogan. Muth Toczek: The Hebrew
Emngel, prayer bullctins. dedication
brochure.
IJrightmoor T a bern acle , Southfield ,
Mic higan: video of mu~ical drama, "The
Touch Felt 'Round the World" (Azusa
St reet revival). John Ma racle: Thohate" He Knows the Road," slide presentation
of Menominee Indian Reservation. Alice R.
"'alII. (for her mothe r Mildrtd M. lIamlin):
framed photos of 1932-33 Central Bible
Institute. Soulh .... t sltrn AsSt'mblies of God
Collegt : Bridegroom Messenger, Jan. and
May 1940; Aug.·5cpl. 1952. J t Yl t l 'In dt' r
MerYle : Discern men/ ne .... slttler. T o m
Sanders: 13 Jimmy S .... aggart cassenes.
Alcxandtr C. SteYlarl : miscellaneous items
about the Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ
of the Apostolic Faith, Church of The Lord
Jesus Christ, and Bible Way Churches
Wo rld Wide.

s

t.rn ie 1 . , ill . .. ith "'. Ih!") n "'uhlm. n In 1914
r ro , idt nct. Mhode I5I. nd , mffting. T.'illll , .n
.cti' e A G I.} m. n lind ' o lunlffr eh.plilin of th e
Hoston K~ Sox, don.ttd "uhlm.n mlltrriliis 10
Ihe Archhes.
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Why does Heritage editor Wayne Warner have an

ai rplane photo hanging behind his desk? See page 3
for the story.

