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HERITAGE LETTER
n this issue of Heritage you'll find the concluding pans
of 1\\0 series of articles which I hope you'll find helpful in your understanding of the Assemblies of God.
They focus on the ministries of two very different
personalities and minisnies: former General Superintendent Thomas F. Zimmerman and an early missionary to Eastern Europe, G. Herbert Schmidt. The articles
demonstrate once again the variety of gifts and talents
God uses 10 advance His Kingdom.
Other features in Ihis issue should catch your aucntion,
and you might even shove back other publications or!llrn

I

off the televi sion so you can read about our grand
heritage. I hope so.
Now, allow me to say something aboUi the Zimmerman and Schmidt features.
Dr. Edith L. Blumhofer. projcct dire<:tor of the
Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals (ISAE)
and associate professor of history at Wheaton College,
began the four-part series on Brother Zimmerman in our
winter 1990-91 issue. That first part, "A Look at the
Indiana Root s," came off the press the week of Brother
Zimmerman's memorial service in
January 1991, and the issue was
distributed al the close of the
service.
Dr. Blumhofer added "Preparation for Leadership" (Spring
1991) and "Pentecostal Statesman" (Fall 1991). Now she concludes the series with a look at
Brother Zimmerman's important
role within thc Evangelical
community.
Blumhofzr reminds us that
T. F. Zlmmtrmall
Billy Graham views Thomas F.
Zimmerman as the man who led "the entire Pentecostal
movement into fellowship with the mainst ream of
evangelism ...
And his influence augured well for the Assemblies of
God, Blumhofer notes, as now denominational leaders
occasionally visit the White House and are invited to
serve on task forces and evangelical committees.
"People like Leighton Ford valued Zimmerman's
advice and perspe<:tive on which Pentecostals to invite
into their circles," Blumhofer adds, "and in his capacity
as counselor, Zimmerman influenced the continuing
voice of Pentecostals in the larger arena."
began the G. Herbert Schmidt Sto ry after reading
his books and articles and other sources relating to
the very difficult but effe<:tive ministry among the
countries of Eastern Europe following World War I. The
twO previous titles are "An American Missionary in Nazi
Hands" (Winter 199 1-92) and "A Refugee in Sweden"

I

(Spring 1992). The concluding part in thi!' i!!!,ue ends on
a happy note as Brother Schmidt is reunited \\ith his
daughters Ruth and Karin after a painful and fru!,tratmg
3-year World War II separation.
Brother Schmidt, lik e so many of hi!:. contemporariesAmcricans and nationals-who ministered in Eastern
Europe beginning in about 1920, knc\\ what it was like
to preach in a hostile environmelll.
Often violent opposition and government re!:.trictions
turned their preaching point~ into persecution zones.
Alphonse Millelstaedt, for example, kne\\ the dangers
of ministering in Poland. Gary B. McGee tells of an
incidelll when German troops rescued Mitt elstaedt from
his neighbors who were plotting to lynch him because his
name was German ("llislOrical Perspectives on Pentecostal Missionaries in Situations of Conflict and
Violence," Missiology: An Internotional Review,
January 1992).
One who was not so fortunate was missionary han E.
Voronaev. From America he and his wife returned to
their native Russia , after sC{ling a gospel prairie
fire in Bulgaria, but fell victim
to Stalin's reign of terror. They
were arrested and imprisoned for
years. Mrs. Voronaev was later
released, but he died in a slave
labor camp.
Many others, lik e front-line
troops, also fell in the heat of
the battle-never living to see the
replacement troops raise the
victory flag. Most of them will
ncver receive recognition in this
life and are like the Civil War
G. Hnbc-rt !khmldt
dead at our national cemeteries
whose graves arc marked simply "Unknown." But
be<:ause of their sacrificial service they inspired others 10
take up the torch. And the torch continues (0 burn.
If these godly Eastern European missionaries and
national pastors of the 1920s and 30s could return to their
places of ministry today, they wouldn't re<:ognize (he
IUrf. For the most pan, the old religious repressions
of the Ukraine and Warsaw and Sofia and Bucharest
have changed.
To think that the Russian government has invited the
Assemblies of God to open an office in Mosco w. To
think that Life Publishers is distributing Scripture
portions in Russia's classrooms. To think that religious
programming is authorized and open-air gospel meetings
are unopposed.
It all boggles the mind. Christian people everywhere
are praying and giving to see that a great harvest will
resu lt in these count ries while thc doo rs are ope n .
Co nt in utd o n palt 22
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He Was Found Faithful

A Profile of N. D. Davidson
By Glenn Gohr
D. Davidson is esteemed for
• his leadership qualities and
for many years of faithful service to
the Assemblies of God, especiall y
through hi s wide range of activities
in California, Arizona, and th e
Northwest. Obedient 10 the call of
God in his life, he is remembered
for his determination in the face of
hardship, his good sense of humor,
and his co mpassionate heart.
Remembering his father' s ministry, his son, Wayne, eu logized that
"whether a town was small or large,
the church struggling or successful, the person right or wrong, he
ca red. He encouraged, cared for,
and helped build up others. " I
Da vidson was also a great organizer
and strived for achievement. One of
hi s favorite statements was "It
doesn't mailer which way you go as
long as it is forward'''}
Normal D. Davidson was born in
Doxey, a small community near
Caner, Oklahoma Territory, on
November 4, 1904,the son of James
Virgil and Hester Irene (Renfro)
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Davidson. } He was brought up in
Ihe Church of Christ, and his grandfather was a Church of Christ minister. Although he grew up in church,
he did not make a commitment to
Christ until after hi s marriage.
Davidson was reared on a farm and
at{ended high school, but did not
graduate.
At about age 17, he was passing by a Pentecosta l church in
McAlester, Oklahoma, near where

headed for Southern California 10
work for the railroad.
A year later he returned to Oklahoma 10 marry his sweetheart,
Mamie Tennessee Heard, in 1923.
He was able to secure free passes on
the railroad for himself and his new
bride, and he brought her to Santa
Paula, California, where he had
begun a promising career with the
Southern Pacific railroad .' At firsl
he worked odd jobs. Then he was
hired as clerk in the freight office

He gave up his position
with Southern Pacific and
entered the ministry.

and advanced to chief clerk, becom-

he li ved. Hc scratched the paint off
the window and took a peek inside.
There he saw a pretty girl whom he
wanted to meet. After the service
was over, he managed to speak to
this girl, Mamie Tennessee Heard ,
and a courtship began.'
In 1922, at age J8, he decided 10
seek his fortune ou! West. Having
little money, he boarded a freight
train, riding rods and hopping box
cars each step of the journey, and

ing the general agcnI for both
passenger and freight trains.'
David son's four brothers and
parent s later came to Ca lifornia,
and eventua ll y h e per suaded
Mamie's mother also to move there.
lways a hard worker, Davidson,
over the next couple of years,
moved up the ladder of success and
planned to make the railroad his
career. But God had Dlher plans, for
in 1925 he attended a tent campaign
held on the main street of Santa
Paula and was converted to Christ.
A few days earlier, his wife,

A

Mamie. took a stand for Christ
and was baptized at Fillmore,
California. Davidson stood by and
made run of this e\'cm, but ~ he
would tell the Mory, God spoke to
him and said, "Davidson. you're a
sissy. That ought to be you and nOt
hcr. Da\idson, "hal's wrong with
you? Why can't you stand up like
she is?"
He couldn't am.wer that question.
bUI later that week he attended
a tent meeting led by a group of
students from L.I.F.E. Bible
College. He decidcd, "I wasn't
going to be a sissy any longer, and
I ''''ent forward.'"
Grandmother Heard, Mamie's
mother, had prayed ror him for
many years, and his life was totally
changed after he went forward in
Ihat service . Because the meetings
were conducted by some young
people from Angelus Tcmple, the
Davidsons soon became active
members or the Foursquare congregation in Santa Paula.
Before long, Davidson felt a
calling to the ministry. He became
committed to spreading the gospel
and began looking ror opportunities
to preach, teach, lead singing,
and witness. One or the places he
was welcomed was Warren Fisher's
church, the Victoria Hall Mission,
in Los Angeles. Fisher believed in
helping young men to get started in
ministry and let them take part in all
aspects of his chu rch.
Dri ving his family in a Model T
Ford, Davidson would leave from
Santa Paula early on a Sunday
morning and return late in the
evening after ministering at the Los
Angeles church. He led in singing
and also did some preaching. He
received ordination from Victoria
Hall in 1927.'
By 1931 Davidson felt a burden to
stan a new church in Santa Paula.
He purchased an old Christian
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Science church wilh hb own mone)
and wanted 10 have il dedicated.
He went 10 Angelus Temple 10 have
some of the Foursquare brethren
dedicate the church, but they were
too busy. Then he found an Ac;sclllbJies of God pastor who was willing
to dedicate his church. This led him
10 join the Assemblies of God, and
lhis pioneer congregation formed
the beginning of what is no\\ First
Assembly of God.
At this time, he was still working
part-time for the railroad. He
resigned as pastor of the Santa
Paula church in 1933 when the railroad company transferred him 10
El Centro in the Imperial Valley.
In 1934 he was elected paStor of
the church in EI Centro and decided
to quit his job with the railroad
to serve full·time in the ministry.
At EI Centro he started a radio
program called "The Gospel Train"
in which he used some of his railroad experiences to help share the
gospel. On the program Davidson
also played the guitar and Mamie
played the accordion. He was
ordained
by
the
Southern
California-Arizona District A 'G on
JulyJI . 19J6.'
Three years later, in 1939, the
Southern California District sent
him to Phoenix where he became the
9th pastor in 8 years to serve that
congregation. Heartily accepting
this challenge, he was able to give
the church stability and pastored

'1;. I). Ind Trod)
for 1976 LUlLltm.l. tlrlhqu.l.t • iclim~.

First A,,~embly for 8 year'). This
church I') no\\ pastored by Tommy
Barnc(( and b the large,)1 A I G
congregation in the United Stale').
In 1940, while pastoring al
Phocnh.• Davidson \\as elected as
the first superintendent of the newly
formed Ari70na district and scn ed
for 3 years. Before that time
Arizona had been a ~ection of the
Southern California District.
Next he was called in 1947 to
pastor Ponland Gospel Tabernacle
(now Ponland Christian Center) in
Portland, Oregon. He helped Ihe
church to purchase ne\' propeny,
build a new facility, and changed
the name to First Assembly. The
congregation moved into the new
building in about 1950. Pastoring
First Asscmbly at Ponland was one
of his biggest joys. His son, Guy,
was his assistant during those year~.
While pastoring he also served as
Oregon district secretary for 8 years
(1948-56). He edited the district
magazine (called Fellowship
Monthly) in 1950 and 1952. Then he
was elected Oregon district superintendent and served for 20 years
(1956-76). He Ii\'ed at Brooks,
Oregon, rrom 1956 to 1%1 and in
Salem from 1961 until his death
in 1990.
Davidson served on a number or
committees and boards. He was a
general presbyter ror 40 years and
served as executive presbytcr for 23
years. In 1981 he was elected as an
AlG IfEIUTALI:.. ~t,;MMt_N 19925

honorary general pre~bYter. He was
a board member of Central Bible
College and the Assemblies of God
Theological Seminary and served on
the board of directors for Bethany
College and Northwest College. He
was also president of Canyonville
Bible Academy, a di!'itrict·sponsored
Christian high school at Canyon·
ville, Oregon, from 1961 to 1%8.
fter completing his term as
Oregon di~trict superintendent,
Davidson served from 1976 to 1986
as president of the Church Exten·
sion Plan, a plan for raising funds
for church building construction.
From 1976 to 1982 he also served as
foreign missions secretary of the
Oregon District. From 1985 to 1987
he was director of the Oregon
District senior citizens. An ardent
supporter of world missions, he
visited and ministered in more than
50 countries during mi ssionary
tours he conducted in the 19605 and
70s. Northwest College, in 1975 ,
honored Davidson by conferring
him with the doctor of divi nit y
degree. II
One of Davidson's greatest inter·
ests was the development of the
Oregon District campgro und s, and
he looked forward to the annual
district camp mcctings. According
to his widow, Loretta, he really
loved camp meetings and was often
known as "Mr. Camp Meeting."
In 1959 he was instrumental in
purchasing 33 wooded acres in the
Suttle Lake area in the Cascades
of Central Oregon to be used as a
district campground. He put down
$400 as the earnest money toward
purchasing the camp property. Land
was cleared for a lodge and ball
field. Later cabins, a dormitory,
chapel , and a pool were added.
Originally it was called Camp
Santiam because it was close to
Santiam Pass, but in 1974 the
Oregon District changed the name
10 Camp Davidson in honor of
Superintendent and Mrs. David·
sonY Davidson also founded Camp
Willow Cree k near Butte Falls in
Southern Oregon. And he worked
heavily in developing Bethel Park
al Salem which was founded earlier
by Alwood Foster.

A
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After 52 years of marriage, his
wife, Mamie. died suddenly with a
heart attack in 1976. Together the
Davidsons had raised six boys. One
son, Rex, died in World War II, and
the other sons are Wayne, Guy.
Clark, David, and John Mark. 11
Davidson married Gertrude
"Trudy" Wellman, in 1977. She
was the widow of Edward Wellman,
a California and Oregon pastor who
had been a missionary to Pakistan
and later worked for World Vision.
N. D. and Trudy had 8 happy years
together before she passed away
with cancer in 1984. Trudy was
mourned by her husband, N. D.,
her five stepsons, and her own
chi ldren: Trudy Henderson, Denise
Nelson, Susan Pfau, and Mark
Wellman.
In 1985 Davidson found another
helpmeet in Loretta Hootman, and

The Oregon Campground
he worked hard to buy was
later renamed in his honor.
they had 5 good years together. She
was the widow of Lewis Hootman,
who had served 14 years under
Davidson as sectional presbyter and
as an execut ive presbyter in Oregon.
Lo retta 's four ch ildren are Laurie
McBride, Sherri Edwards, Sa ll y
Powers, and Anita Robinson.
Davidson loved horses, and his
dream was to have a few acres o n
which to keep horses. In 1976 he
purchased 5 acres and built a home
southeast of Salem 10 live o ut his
retirement years. The property had a
nice barn and corral where he kept
two horses which he rode daily until
shortly before his death .
He always had a vision, was a
hard worker, and tried to challenge
others. He said, "Where there is
no vision and no work. the people
perish. "!~ Davidson also preached
with the hope of the soon return of
Jesus Christ. He wanted to live until
the Lord returned and often said, "I
hope the UppeNaker comes before
the Under·taker.""
8m on March 2, 1990, in Salem,
Oregon, at the age of 85, his life
came 10 a close. At the time of his

death he .... as survived by his wife
Loretta, five sons, eight step·
children, 35 grandchildren, and 12
great·grandchildren.
Following in Davidson's footsteps
is son, Guy, who is an ordained
minister and works with Franklin
Graham's ministry, the Samaritan'S
Purse and World Medical Mission,
in Boone, North Carolina. Also
Loretta Davidson's three sons·in·
law are in the ministry. Dale
Edwards is pastor of Christian
Center in Salem, Oregon; Boyd
Powers is pastor of Dallas Assembly
of God and is missionary secretary
for the Oregon District; and Mark
Robinson is an associate pastor in
Bellingham, Washington.
Davidson's widow, Loretta, con·
fides that "he was so loved here
at the Oregon District. He had this
special way of making everyone feel
loved, and he was loved by thou·
sands from all over. "!(,
Atwood Foster, who preceded
Davidson as Oregon district super·
intendent a nd se r ved on many
comm ittccs with him , recalls that
Da vid so n was "a very excellent
gentleman , a great preacher, and a
very capable leader. He also did a
fine job of chairing meetings. "17
Earl Book, fo llowed Davidson as
district superintendent, and says:
I was pastoring in Portland when
Davidson first came to the Oregon
district. Later when he was in the
district office I held several part·
time positions while pastoring.
Then I followed him in office and
he served as missions secretary
parHime and later as sen ior
citizens director. Davidson loved
people, particularly young people.
He was witty, humorous, and fun·
loving. He was also a hard worker
and had seemingly endless energy.
He was a people person.!1
A memorial service was held at
People 's Church in Salem, and
Davidson's earthly remain s were
laid to rest al Linco ln Memorial
Park in Port land, Orego n. It is
fittin g that inscribed on his tomb·
sto ne is the epitaph, "He was
faithfuL"" Shortly before his death,
he had requested thai as a witness to
the life he sought to live, these
word s should be placed on his
tombstone.
Contlnlltd on PlIgt 19

The Santa Cruz Cheerbringers
Today's Missionettes Has Its Roots in This Club
By Ferne H. Murray
Willard C. Peirce, dean of Glad
Tidings Bible Institute, had just con·
eluded a sectional Sunday school
convention. His words kept tugging
at my mind, "The greatest leaking
valve of the Sunday school is in the
intermediate depanment (ages 12 to
15 years) with a loss of three-founhs
of the boys and two-thirds of the
girls. "
Peirce had challenged us by
reminding us that Ihis so-called
"difficult age" is oflen overlooked
in our churches. We have children's
church and young people societies,
but in many churches the intermediate age has no concentrated
effort cast in their direction.
My lale husband Raymond P.
Murray and I were pasroring First
Assembly of God in Santa Cruz,
California (now Christian Life
Center). We were completing the
first phase of our new church building which was the educational wing.
Raymond had a burden for the children and youth of the community
and had decided to build this wing

first. The ne" building with its
31 enlarged classrooms and eXIra
facilities meant we now could concentrate on increased Sunday school
growth. But was Sunday school
enough? The Scripture says, "Train
up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old, he will not
depart from it." This is a great
promise-but how much teaching
does it take to train?
A little research revealed that
Protestant youth lacked training by
the church in comparison to other
religious bodies. The Jew required
their children to train no less than
325 hours a year. Catholics required
200 hours a year. Public schools
have 25-30 hours a week. The average PrQ(estant child received 17
hours a year. A little bit of computation revealed to us that it would
take one year of actual teaching in
our Sunday schools to equal one
week in public schools.
If we added at least one full hour
of training during the week and concentrated on our teenagers, perhaps
we could help stop the distressing
loss of our youth at their most
critical age.

RI) mond Ind .-trnt MUrrl}' \\trt paslonnll .1nl
Asstmbl) In Slnll Crul \\tltn Iht IdH. originlltd
for Iht Chttrbrlngtn.

I
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t was the spring of 1949 and

...

-

........

t was a couple of years before the
idea was brought to fruition to
organize boys and girls clubs. They
would meet every Wednesday night
whi le the parents were at Bible
study-thus starting what we called
"family night."
The need for adequate adult
directors was crucial and had to be
someone with an intense burden for
the youth. We knew the success of
this outreach depended upon the
leaders.
God had already sent the ideal
leader for the girls. Miss Goldie
Olson had recent ly moved to Santa
Cruz from Calvary Temple in
Seattle, Wash ington. She had been
in charge of the children's work for
11 years and also in charge of their

missionary work for 8 years prior to
her move to California.
She was now the superintendent
of our intermediate department. In
spite of Ihe fact she had nQ( been too
well, she accepted the challenge with
the words, "as long as God gives me
strength." (Henning Moe and Stan
Scott headed up the Boys Christian
Brigade, but that is another story.)
The Cheer bringers Missionary
Workshop was organized in
February 1951 in our new facilities.
Their stated aim was to present
themselves before God and fellow-

Tht IUlhor Slid thll
God hid Ilrnd) ~nl
Iht idnl ltadtr In
Goldit Olson.

man as faithful Christians in word,
work, and example.
This dual goal of serving bOlh
God and man would determine their
activities. The girls elected officers,
and they set the rules: each week the
roll call would be answered by a
memorized Scripture verse; there
would be time at each meeting for
devotions, personal testimonies, and
prayer time. Dues were set at 5 cents
a week-thus encouraging spirilUal
stewardship. On joining the girls
were required to sign the following
pledge:
Trnsting in the Lord Jesus Christ Jor
strength, I promise Him that I will
strive to do whatever He would like to
have me do, that I will pray and read
the Bible every day, and that, just sofar
as I know how I will try to lead a Christian life. I will be present at every
meeting oj the organization when I can,
and will take part in every meeting.
AlG II ERlTAG •• , SUMMt_R 1992
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The Cheerbrlnlltn chorus and ukul ..le blind read) to sing Christmas urals It nursing homts In 1951.
Suteil IIrt Delight Jhrilin lind Patrkla Muench; from the left In middle row are Sharon ToumaJlan,
Glenda Crall!, Annl COlliS, Carol Sutu, Brlle Muench, lind Flora Mae Muwell; bllck row, Oirrclor
Goldie Oison, Christine Rowton, Tommie Muwtll, June Lrwis, Ind Usi .. II . Crosb), IIrt dir«tor.
!)rnllnrl rubll~hlng Co. rhoto

".

CheerbrinKer officen dlsplll)"!nK some of
the 1,000 urds ... hleh the group made for
mlsslonlrlts Ind shUI·ins.
"hotos by Goldie Ol.'lOn

Their spiritual emphasis was
evident when after the first year all
the officers had been filled with the
Holy Spirit. After two years had
elapsed, the Cheerbringers tripled in
anendance.
Their outreach for others would
be ministering to missionaries by
letter writing and by sending them
their artwork for distribution to
the native children. They would also

8 AlG
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R. A. lind Beryl Busby, crntn.
mlsslonulrs to Indonesia, recei .. lnK
baskeu Ind handkerchiefs from
ChHrbringen.

minister locally by singing in nursing homes and wherever needed.
The art department for the construction of materials for the
missionaries was set up under the
capable direction of the late Miss
Elsie Crosby. Elsie was an artist with
exceptional high standards of perfection. She also had a heart for
missions. In her early years she had
wanted to be a missionary to India,

Georglnll Wong, rrand In a non·
Christilin home. neillts the ChHrbringer
I!roup IS ha ..lng In Importut pari of her
)oung 11ft'. Htre as a fifth gradt' leacht'r
shr is rrct'i .. lng lin Ilward foliowinK II
lIChool pia}' prestnteil earlier this }"ar.
She has bttn actl~e in Christian Life
Crnlrr. Sanlll Cruz, IL'l II Sunday school
Incher and officrr, church baud
member. choir membu, and currently
strvts IL'l Ihe church treasurrr.

but her ailing parents had prohibited
her pursuing that goal.
The materials the girls made were
in much demand by missionaries returning to the field. In 1951, 1,648
pieces of artwork including scrapbooks, baskets, bookmarks, crosses,
shields, elC., to be given as awards,
were presented to missionaries Mr.
and Mrs. Harland Park in Hong
Continued on page 14
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Strategic Places and Critical Times
B y E dith L. Blwnhofer
n the years since Pentecostalism's
emergence al the turn of the cen·
tury, competing views of Pente-

I

costalism's place on the American
religious landscape have fueled
heated debates and seriously divided
this community. Is there an essential
relationsh ip between Pentecostalism
and Christian onhodoxy? Are Pente-

costals fundamentalists? Are they
evangelicals? Are they a "third
force," neither Catholic nor
Protestant? Is Pentecostalism
essentially an evangelistic enterprise? Or is it a caU 10 Christian
unity thai-at least potcntiallytranscends the rifts forged by the
church's turbulent history?

Each

of these

alternatives-

and many others-have enlisted
eloquent Pentecostal champions and
occasional powerful role models. In
the Assemblies of God, perhaps no
one has influenced perceptions of
identity bOlh inside and outside the
constituency more than did Thomas
F. Zimmerman. His career was
made possible by a mounting inclination within the Assemblies of
God to affirm that Pentecostals
were evangelicals. Like others, he
both occasioned and reflected that
persuasion. What made him exceptional was the ease with which he
moved among non-Pentecostals.
During his tenure as general
superintendent, the Assemblies of
God gained visibility in the voluntary associations that clustered

around the National Association of
Evangelicals and the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association. That
visibility resulted from Thomas
Zimmerman's personal acceptance
of and by this part of the evangelical subculture. Specifically. as
characterized by the people hislOrian
Joel Carpenter, these "cardcarrying" evangelica ls welcomed
Thomas Zimmerman into their
ranks. Zimmerman counted as his
friends people like Billy Graham,
Leighton Ford. and Bill and Vonette
Bright. He attested his reputation as
an able administrator and a leader
with a vision by his assiduous efforts
in this arena and, after his retirement from Assemblies of God
officc, hc found in it a satis fying
ro le as elder statesman.
AI(; H~:RtTAGE. SUMMI:.R 1992 9

Zimmerman's rise to leadership in
the agencies that marked the emergence of the new evangelicals during
the 1940s paralleled his ri se in the
Assemblies of God . He was barel y
30 years old when he atl ended the
organizationa l meetin g o f th e
National Associ ation o f Evangelicals and just 32 when the National

"What made him
exceptional was the
ease with which h e
moved among non'
Pentecostals ."

CoII(·(J'c
l n l): lilllf(' ..

SUIllllie r

,
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R. 8. MOYes
Radio D' . . galOst
At 8,scnrnlOation
~ffa/o

Religio us Broadcasters was formed .
In the same decade during which he
began his long association with the
Assemblies of God headquarters in
Springfield, Missouri, then, he also
began winning notice in the larger
world of the motivated you ng men
who inten tionall y set out to reassert
their brand of evangel ical Christianity as a powerfu l cu lture presence.

T

he National Association of
Evangelicals was the cu lmin ation of the efforts of numero us
seminary-trained evangelical males
to create a fo rum through which to
promote unit ed evangelical action .
Organized in 1942 in SI. Louis, th is
voluntary association set o ut to
enlist the support of evangelicals
across the nation for its program of
wit ness and service.
Tho mas Zimmerman was th e pastor of a thriving congregat ion
(Sunday att endance hovered at 5(0)
in Granite Cit y, Illinois and assistant
superintendent o f the Illinois District Cou ncil when he allended the
organi zational meeting of NAE .
The next year, he hel ped establ ish a
regional co nfe rence of NAE, working wit h men from more than 15
denominations. Wit h a Presbyterian
pastor as president, Zimmerman as
vice-president, and a Christ ian
and Missionary Alliance pastor as
secreta ry-treasu rer, th e regional
co nfe rence promoted cooperat ion
th rough monthly business meetings
and luncheons.
Such cooperat ive action suiled
Th omas Zimmerman's style of
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Thomn F. Zimmerman. ri ght. ,.-ilh HArold J o hn OckengA. one
I
p~ident of Ihe Natio nal Asso(i!ul on of E" An gelicals. Top . Zimmerm An u n be seen closest to th t
ca mera in this 1945 Nati onal Rt ligio us Broadus tus u« ut l"t meetin g photog rAp h published in United
E~(mgtlkal Aaion.

"He did not make Pentecostal distinctives
a test of fellowship. but he unashamedly
testified to their reality in his life."

..
.••

•

•

T . F. 7..immrnnl n. nflh from Idl in bloCk ro .... plrtlcipllinR in Lausanllt' Commill ft'

mi nistry. H is roots in and loyalties
10 the Pent ecostal movement ra n
deep, bu t hi s passion for evangelism
had long p rodded him to a hearty
int erest in the activities of missionaries and evangelists outside the
circumscribed world of classical
Pent ecostalism .
He did no t make Pemecostal distin cl ives a test of fe llowship, bUi he
un asha medly testified to their reality
in his life. He held personally 10
both the basic theological tenets and
the view of America that the new
evangelicals shared. He also benefitt ed from the fact that several
of them had roots in secto rs of the
po pul ar eva ngelical subcu lt u re
which had int ermingled with early
Pentecosta lism .
Amo ng the prin cipal architects
of NAE, Harold J o hn Oc kenga had
been nurtu red In a Wes leyan
trad itio n strongly influenced by
holiness currents and J. Elwin
Wright had been shaped by a protoPentecostal setting in Rumney.
New Ha m pshire. T hese men made
Zimmerman welcome, and his own
abil ities soon carved o u t fo r him

f~

\\ orld t

'I~inlllion.

a permanent place, at first III
regional leadership and later In
nat ional offices.
Shortly afler forming the SI.
Louis regional conference of the
National Association of Evangelicals. Zimmerman accepted a call to
Central Assembly of God in Springfie ld, Missouri. Except fo r three

He helped organize
the National Religious
Broadcasters in 1944.
years during which he served a
church in Cleveland, Ohio (195 1-53),
Springfield would be his home for
the rest of his life.
During this fi rst stint in Springfie ld, Zim merman accepted the
cha llenge of headi ng the first
Assemblies of God denom in at ional
radio department. He had long been
interested in media technology and
had taken his turn with a group of
local pastors in Granite City. Illinois
at broadcasting sermons. Such experiences contributed to his interest
in the development of an association

Allllnll, 1976.

ancillary to the NAE which. it was
hoped, would represent [he ill[CrCS IS
and concerns of the gro\\ ing number

of evangelicals who wanted 10 a~')ure
their rights [0 broadcast media.
In 1944, during the second annual
NAE convention, some 150 religious
broadcasters mel to fOfm [he
Nat ional Religious Broadcasters
(NRB). Later (hal year, an organizational committee framed a
conStillUion and code of ethics.
Zimmerman served on the first
execlIIivc commincc of NRB, and he
attended every N RB convention in a
leadership capacity unti l his death
in 1991.
Through such voluntary associations, then, Zimmerman came
to know and admire-and to be
admired by-men whose educational
backgrounds, mi ni stries and
co nt acts linked them to a broader
constituency than that to which
American Pentecostals typically
had access.
A lthough evidence suggests that
the boundaries dividing const ituencies were far less rigid than
stereotypes indicate-and were
AIL m :RJTAG I:.. ~U MMLR 1992
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sometimes so fluid that they
blurred-it seems apparent that
many Pentecostals perceived the

new evangelicals as possessing a
cultural legitimacy for which
Pentecostals yearned. Acceptance
by these people who seemed better

educated. better socially adapted,
better culturally and theologically
equipped, and more likely to gain a
hearing in the public arena became
important to status hungry Pente-

Zimmerman's Mature within the
Assemblies of God as well as among
non-Pentecostal evangelicals. And
when, in the 1950s, NAE found its
hero in Billy Graham, it established
a relationship that would sustain
it for decades.
The networks working outward
from NAE to NRB, the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, Christianity Today, and activities they
spawned defined much of Thomas

costals.
Many Assemblies of God people
had considered themselves evangelicals all along. Non-Pentecostals
were not equally convinced that
Pentecostals belonged in their ranks.
People like Thomas Zimmerman did
much 10 diminish the distrust
nurtured by long-cherished stereotypes. He was capable, articulate.
responsible, friendly. with an
unmistakable aura of piety-and he
was forthright ly Pentecostal.

T

he breadth Zimmerman acquired through his administrative responsibilities in NAE and
NRB naturally influenced his
perceptions about procedure in the
Assemblies of God. Through these
associations. he came to know
personally many of the leading
players in a variety of highly
publicized causes. Through the
I 950s. as evangelicals across the
nation opted to relate-or not to
relate- to NAE, it became increasingly apparent Ihal. rather than
enabling the expression of true
evangelical unity, NAE facilitated
cooperat ion among a speci fic
segment of evangelicals.
As fiery independent evangelists
like John R. Rice and Bob Jones
pulled away and influential Bible
college presidents were influenced
by political reali ties to curb
initial enthusiasm, it became
apparent Ihal NAE would not
achieve its founders' vision.
It did, nonetheless, mobilize
and nurture people whose influence
would soon far exceed its purview, people who tend to identify
themselves more as evangelicals
Ihan as members of particular
denominations. It empowered them:
for example, it enhanced Thomas
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In 1960 he became
the first Pentecostal
to serve as NAE
president.
Zimmerman's role III American
evangelism. And in 1960, Zimmerman became the first Pentecostal to
serve as President of the National
Association of Evangelicals.
Late in 1959 he had begun what
would become a 26-year {enure as
general superintendent of the
Assemblies of God. During those
years, the denomination experienced
impressive growth, es tablished
it s seminary, opened a retirement
complex and other social agencies,
modernized it s publishing arm, and
reorganized its administrative
Structurc. Accomplishing such goals
demanded the strong leadership and
carefully honed political skills that
Zimmerman had developed over the
years. His rapid rise to leadership
in the Assemblies of God was
facilitated by both the goodwill of
other Assemblies of God leaders and
his remarkable influence outside the
constituency. Overarching all of his
accomplishments in the Assemblies
of God was a firm commitment to
evangelism, which he acted out by
clarifying denominational aims and
establishing programs.
Despite administrative responsibilities which were a full-time
job, Zimmerman spent most weekends speaking at Assemblies of God
churches, camps and special events.
His facility for remembering names
and his willingness to spend himself
entirely in ministry endeared him
10 people across the coumry who
considered him their friend. When

in Springfield, he prided himself
on being as accessible as his busy
schedule of commillee meetings
allowed. His steadily growing
responsibilities in the evangelical
world would have been a full-time
job in thcmselves in anyone else's
portfolio. Zimmerman simply drove
himself harder and fulfilled a
demanding schedule with little
noticeable effect on his Assemblies
of God activities.

H

is friendships and abilities
among the "card-carrying
evangelicals" that clustered around
NAE made Zimmerman a logical
participant in the expansion of the
American evangelical agenda onto
the imcrnational scene that occurred
under the general auspices of Billy
Graham. In 1966, a World Congress
on Evangelism met in Berlin. Five
years lat er, Graham began explori ng
the advisability of holdin g another
international congress on world
evangelization. Graham announced
late in 1972 that the Congress would
convene in Lausanne in 1974. It s
purpose would be to convene evangelical Protestant leaders for
strategic planning, inspiration, and
fellowship. He named Dr. Donald
Hoke, an American missionary and
educator with experience in Japan,
as director.
Planning and finance commiltees
involved hundreds of people. The
Congress opened on July 15, 1974
with an address by Billy Graham.
Under the theme, "Let the Earth
Hear His Voice," hundreds of
people met for Bible studies.
reports, group discussions, instruction in evangelistic methods, and
consideration of appropriate
st rategies for different nations.
The meeting concluded on July 25
with the signing of a covenant, a
document describing the necessity
and responsibilities of proclaiming
the gospel. An alternative document. "A Call to Radical Discipleship," was signed by some
panicipants who wished to
emphasize addressing social needs in
the context of evangelism.
From the beginning, Zimmerman
played a leadership ro le in the many
Conlln\Jed on page 30
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A Fourth of July Sunday School Picnic
How One Wisconsin Church Celebrated 50 Years Ago
By Marie Dissmore
t was the fourth of July 1942. This
day was set aside for the annual
picnic of the Assembly of God, then
known as The Gospel Tabernacle,
Whitehall, Wisconsin.
How well I remember that day 50
years ago this summer!
As families began arriving at the
Edwin Phillipson (my parents) farm
in their Model T and Model A
Fords, chairs and benches were set
up in the yard. The women busily
began spreading the table with
covered dishes of every sort while
the farmers relaxed for the day,
We children, dressed sparkling
clean and with neatly combed hair,
played in the yard as we awaited
what we knew would be a delicious
meal and a fun-filled day. When the
meal was finally ready, Pastor A. F.
Sandell asked the blessing and then
everyone began loading their plates
with large helpings of potato salad,
hot dishes, chicken, and desserts.
The soft grassy yard made a com-

I

fortable carpet for the children to sit
and devour their food and Quench
their thirst with lemonade.
When the food was put away and
the tables were cleared, the benches
were arranged to form an outdoor
chapel. Lucille Dissmore began playing her red and white accord ianwhich always intrigued the children
-and soon Clinton and Sidney
Dissmore, Mr. Miller, and Edwin
Phillipson (my dad) joined in with
their violins.
Pastor Sandell led in, "When the
Roll Is Called Up Yonder " and
"Since Jesus Came Into My Heart, "
which soared to the skies above the
lowering elm and maple trees lining
the yard.
After Ihe service ended, it was
time for fun and games 10 begin.
Each of the women was given five
nails and a try at pounding them
into a board. Ready, set, go! And
the hammers began to fly. "Ma's
ahead!" the children shouted as

each encouraged their mother to
Will .

Then the men were gi ven a chance
to do something in which they had
little experience, Their assignment
was to sew buttons on a piece o f
cloth. Excitement ran high as th e
men clumsily began sewing. How
fun it was to see men doing something together besides pit ching hay
or sawing wood .
The children always looked forward to their own fri endl y com petition , and this picnic was no
exception. Aft er our races we were
gi ven candy bars.
"Can you walk on top of those
trees?" a small girl asked me , point ing to the woods which lined the
horizon near our orchard.
"No!" I answered. "You would
fall down."
"The trees look so close together
and thick. It look s as though you
could walk on top of them," the girl
added.
COlillnurd 011 nut p.xt
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"They are not Illal close logether
when you are in the woods," I
explained, remembering my many
delight rul hours roaming and playing among the trees.
The day quickly sped by and soon
it was time ror the last delightrul
Ireat or tile day, icc cream cones.
What a cool and rerreshing treat for
thc climax of a hot Fourth of July
Sunday school picnic!
But nobody could leave yet.
Reuben Dissmore, a profess ional
photographer, called, "Time for
pictures!" Quickly everyone fol lowed Reuben's instructions as he
set up his large camera on a stand.
Looking at the group photograph,
I can now almost hear Reuben say,
"Smile!" as he clicked the shutter.
Our Sunday school rriends then
gOt into their cars and soon on ly the
Phillipson ramily remained. The
Sunday school picnic was over, and
il would be a whole year 10 wait ror
another one. A long lime ror the
children you see sealed on Ihe
ground in Ihe photo.
I'll always remember the Founll
or J uly picnics as a very specia l part
of growing up in the Assembly or
God in Whitehall, Wisconsin. Being
a Pentecostal Christian, we chi ldren
discovered, was filled wi lh happy
and delight ful experiences oUlside
..,..
the four walls of the ch urch.
Author o f th is 50th Annh t rSJIry Sund ay Sc hool
pic nic Siory Is Mult OIss mort. shown ht rt with
ht r hn~ band ROlltr. pastor of tht 8100 mt r
(Wisconsi n) ASst mbly of God . Mu it is I fta tnrt
wrlt t r li nd pho togrl phu for tht Hloomrr
Adl'uncr nt wsp. pt r.
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Cheerbringers/ from page 8

Kong and to Eileen Edwards in
India. In the ensuing years hundreds
and hundreds of pieces were sent to
various part s of the world.
The musical department was
headed by Mrs. Edna Mae Steinberg. The girls were taught to play
ukeleles and soon a band of 15
ukelele singing girls were ministering to nursing homes, the county
hospital, individual sick members,
and on occasion at downtown
department stores.
The girls wore uniforms of black
skirt s and yellow blouses with black
ties. At Chri stmas the girls wore red
capes with green ties and little red
hat s. The impact on our small community was gratifying as the local
paper followed their activities.
Letters were received from
individuals who had been blessed
and also from admin istrators of the
health racilities.
n 1952 at the Northern Californ ia
and Nevada District Council,
Goldia Anderson was elected district
Women's Missionary Council president, and I was elected secretarytreasurer.
T he president at that time was nOI
a fu ll -time posit ion. T he previous
president had been Mrs. R. J.
T hurmond, wife o f the d istrict
secretary-treasurer, who had been
ext remely active in orgamz ing
Wo men's Miss ionary Counci ls
th roughout the district.
Goldia Anderson and I were bot h
pastors ' wives. and the sectional
rall ies and local WMC meet ings
required that Goldia and I share in
speak ing at the rallies.
I began to share the activities of
our "Cheerbringers." The requests
for "how to organ ize" became
vol uminous, and to fuJriIJ this need
I pu blished a litt le pamph let
"Organizing Girls' Grou ps," and
Elsie Crosby . and Goldie Olson
wrote the directions for the artwor k
with the gi rls making the samples.
T hese packets were distributed
throughout the district.
I had previously sent a report

I

and samples or artwork to Edith
Whipple, national Women 's Missionary Council secretary at Springfield, Missouri, in December 1951.
Si s ter Whipple re s ponded
December 29, 1951, and stated that
she planned to make an attractive
poster of our girls work and would
display it at the WMC booth at the
National Sunday School Convention in March 1952.
In February 1952 SiSler Whipple
wrote that the WMC's would have
one afternoon during the Convention. She wanted 10 present four
difrerent programs of which one
wou ld be "gir ls missionary
counci ls" and invited me to present this subjecl. I acceptcd and
took along my pamphlets, and the
interest was keen. Filling the requests from various districts for our
25-cent pac kets kept us busy.
Sister Whipple issued another
invitation to me in August 1953 10
present "gi rls misSionary councils" at the General Council al
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. At this
meeting I showed colored slides that
Goldie and Elsie had prepared,
showing our girls in action in
various minist ries of the singing
group. We also showed samples of
thei r artwork. We had reports from
miss ionaries telling that native
child ren would memorize Scriptures; have perfeci altendance; and
participate in other activities 10
receive the awards made by the girls.
In December 1953 1 wrote to
Sister Whipple that we had felt the
need to expand 10 a "full-rounded
program." We used Luke 2:52:
Jesus grew in wisdom (intellect),
stature (physica l), with God
(spiritual), and with man (social).
Goldie Olson and Elsie had initiated
various social activities to complete
a well-rounded program. T hey had
taught table manners, demonstrated
etiquett e, and st ressed "lady-like
graces .• ,
We had also seen a need for
graded classes as younger girls
joined the group. Awards were
Co nlinll rd o n pagt 32

dozens of workshops and mass eve-

By Sylvia Lee
n February 1940, when 20 delegates to the first national Assemblies of God Sunday school conference gathered in the Gospel
Publishing House library. probably
the most visionary among them
could not have imagined what they
were beginning. These delegates

I

from

Oklahoma,

Kansas,

and

Arkansas had responded to a call in
the Pentecostal Evangel for repre-

sentatives of Genera l Council
districts to come to Springfield,
Missouri, for round-table discussions
on "practically every phase of
Sunday school." The planners
promised this would be "an open
meeting and any pastor. evangelist,
or district worker may attend .'"
Over the next two decades national
Sunday school conventions with their

ning rallies would have an immediate
impact and leave a long-term
impression on the Assemblies of God
Sunday school movement.
Conferences for training Sunday
school workers were nOt new to the
Assemblies of God. Throughout the
latter part of the 19305 the Evangel
carried announcements and reports
of section-wide Sunday sc hool
rallies. The 1940 national Sunday

Promoted as the
World 's largest
Sunday School
Conventions, they
attracted an
international
audience.
schoo l conference was called on
the recommendation of the Sunday

school committee during the 1939
General Council meeting in Springfield, Missouri.
Following this national meeting,
held in Springfield on February
13· 15, eight regional confere nces
were held, and the highly successful
Sunday school convention program
of the Assemblies of God was underway. In 1942, the convention saw
over 30 districts send representatives.
The morning session s met in the
GPH library. Evening rallies, which
were open to the public, were held at
Central Assembly.
bservers of the early Sunday
school conferences c redit
Marcus Grable as the moving force
behind them. Grable was an Assemblies of God layman whom the
executive presbytery had named to
head the fledgling Sunday School

O
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Department in 1935.
Immediately upon his appointment, Grable began holding weekend training confere nces within
driving distance of Springfield.
Curricu lum editors Dorothy Morris
and Zelia Lindsey traveled with
Grable and his wife, training
teachers to use the Gospel Publishing House's developing line of Sunday school curriculum. l
With this growin g emphasis on
quality training and curriculum,
the 1939 General Council Minutes
showed 1,080 Sunday schools had
opened in 1938 and in 1939 there
had been 1,000 new Sunday schools.
Although Assemblies of God
Sunday schools were growing in an
era of general decline among other
denom inations, Grable saw much
work remained to be done if the
growth were to continue. Keeping
the focus on quality Sunday schools,
he met with the Execut ive Presbytery to discuss the advisability of
bringing the fifth national Sunday
school convention 10 Sp ringfi eld
in February 1947.
His ratio nale was based on what
he cons idered to be the thre e
weakest points of the local Sunday
sc hool: (1) Pasto rs and Sunday
sc hool superintendent s were not
holding workers conferences. (2)
They were not training their
teachers. (3) They did not have
home department s.
Di sc ussio n ensued regarding
whether the conference should be
open to include vacation Bible
schools, released time, and
ch ildren's church. Sentiment in
favor of their inclusion prevailed.
The executives voted 10 hold a Sunday school convent ion the first week
of February.l
The 1947 convention was the last
to be held in Central Assembly's
facility. By 1948 the convention had
to be moved to the Shrine Mosque
to accommodate the growing attendance. By the next year,the number
of workshops expanded 10 40 making it necessary for the convention
to secure space in the American
Legion Hall, Grace Methodist, and
St. Paul's Methodist to supplement
the room in the Shrine Mosque.
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The 1949 convention was the last
one Grable would spearhead. After
14 years of service to the Sunday
School Department, he resigned
to become pastor of a church in
Branson, Missouri. Paul Copeland,
Oklahoma disuict Sunday school
director succeeded him.
Before the opening service of
the 1950 convention, a parade 2V2
miles long wound through downtown Springfield. With 120 units
representing 44 churches and 9 businesses, it was the largest parade in
the city's history to that point.
Heer's Garden Room menus carried
the notation that Springfield was
home of the "world's largest
Sunday school convention ... • The
1950 registration exceeded 3000,
verifying that assertion.
Assistant General Superintendent
Gayle Lewis opened the convention

The 1950 convention
sponsored Springfield's
largest parade to that time.
that year by reading Genesis I.
This was the kick-off of a public
Bible reading that continued
throughout the conventio n. In
Heer's store window, 160 volunteers
from 30 churches read the Scriptures
for 15-minute interval s between
6:30 a.m. to 12 midnight over a
public address to passersby on the
Springfield Public Square. Wesley
Steelberg, general superintendent,
concluded the project on the
convention's closing night by
reading Revelation 22.'
Such community support for the
conventions was not incidental nor
accidental. For years, Marcu s
Grable had actively courted Springfield civic leaders by inviting them
to lunch with him at the publishing
house on West Pacific. George
Davis, a member of the Sunday
School Department from the
mid-1940s to the early '50s,
remembers a staff member being
dispatched to a nearby "greasy
spoon" to carry back plate lunches
10 Grable and his guests. 6 Over these
meals, Grable shared his vision for
the Sunday school conventions and

their potential for nation-wide
impact.
Civic support cou ld not guarantee
good weather for the convention,
however , and in 1951 the mayor of
Springfield apologized to the convention delegates that the usually
balmy Ozarks weather had nOt
arrived in time for their meeting.
Bad weather did not deter these
Sunday school enthusiasts and 5,900
of them overflowed the Shrine
Mosque and spilled into the facilities
at St. Paul's Methodist Church.
Special children's services were held
at Central Assembly.7
"Christian Teachers in Eve ry
Community-In Every Nation" was
the theme of the 10th Sunday
School Convention in 1952. Delegates from every state, several
foreign countries, and 30 denominations swelled attendance past the
10,000 mark. Three facilities-the
Shrine Mosque, Southwest Missouri
State field house, and Central High
School auditorium-were required
to hold the evening crowds. Private
homes were opened when hotel
rooms were taxed to limit.
onvention enthusiasm was still
rising when it became obvious
to the planners that as valuable as
the national meetings were, regional
conventions could lake the training and inspiration to even more
Sunday school workers. In 1953, a
15-member convention team loaded
their exhibits and equipment onto a
Mayflower moving van and traveled
to Fort Worth, Texas; Fresno,
California; Portland, Oregon;
Cleveland, Ohio; Mobile, Alabama;
and Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Estimates place attendance at
the six meetings at around 26,000.
More than 15,000 were officially
registered. It was estimated that 75
percent of the delegates had never
attended a large Sunday school convention before. The dream of taking
the convention to the people was
realized. Five more regionals were
held, with the last one meeting in
eight locations in 1965.
To anyone who attended the 1954
convention in St. Louis. Missouri, it
ranks as the greatest Sunday school
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meeting ever sponsored by the
Assemblies of God. Altendance
reached 11,000 with 50 delegates
from foreign nations and representatives from various denominations.
The program was highlighted by 33
co nferen ces , panel discussions,
dramatic visual presentations, and
the theme itself, "Sct Your Sunday
School Aname."
In May 1960, the Assemb lies of
God sponsored it s first, full-scale
international Sunday school conven tion in Minneapolis. Conservative
estimales placed attendance at 8,500
wi th 124 fore ign delegat ions and
missionary representatives from 70
countries giving meaning to the
theme, "Teach All Nations." Included among these was a group of
pastors from Central America. They
traveled by car to the convention,
stopping to minister at churches
along the way.
George Davis, who was Sunday
school director in Latin America,
wondered what kind of impression
the beautifu l , air-co n ditioned
church buildi ngs would make on
these men and women. "Would it
be too overwhelming, discouraging 10 Ihem to think they could
never have this? I saw one man,
Juan Benavides from EI Salvador,
sha king his head.
" Wh en we got bac k from the trip
I heard him tell ing his people about
the Un it ed States and especially his
visit to these beautiful churches.
Then he said , 'We may never have
anything li ke some of the things we
have seen like tables the right size
fo r the children and beautiful pictures on the wall. BUI there is no
reason we can 't do the best we can
wi th what we have. And if we lise

everything thai .... e have God will
give us somet hing more.' "8
uch was the impact of the greal
Sunday ~choo l conventions.
Delegates came , saw, and returned
home with inspiration and ideas to
make their Sunday schools the best
they could be. Charles Denton,
Sunday School Department secretary from 1955 to 1966. attended his
first Sunday school con\"emions as
the district director for New York
and New Jersey, sometimes bringing
as many as 300 delegates with him.
"When I toured the dist rict (following a convention) it was amazing to
see the growth taking placenumerically, new buildings-and a
lot of the mOtivation came out of
the national conventions."9
Why then were the Sunday school
conventions di sco ntinued? Some
observers believe they fell victim
to their success. The pressure for
bigger and better wore out finance s
and personnel. Too , other AsseIll-
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

Pentecostal Missionaries
IN Situations
OF Conflict and Violence
By Gary B. McGee
Early Pentecostal miSSions in Ihis
century resonated wilh the belief thai
the signs lind ~onders of the apostolic
age had bttn restored for the evangelIzation of the world before the
imminent rtturn of Christ. By midcentury, permanent ovtrstas ministries
were beginning to nourish . To maintain
freedom for ministry, Pentecostal missionaries have usually ayolded taking
sides on politiCill, social, and economic
issues. EH'n though preaching the
gos~1 has sometimes jeopardb.ed their
safety, identification with Western
powers frequently accounts for the
turbulence they have experienced.
.' ollowlng an apolitical course has
generally paid dividends, but In some
circumstances only at the risk of
creating a fundamental contradiction to
the gospel itself.

PART I
he songs of the Pentecostal
Movement early in Ihis century
resonate with the fervor of evangelizing the world through the
power of the Holy Spiril.' Since the
spiritual dynamics behind the growth
of the New Testament church were
believed to have been divinely

T

restored "in the last days," as predicted by the prophet Joel {2:28-29;
Act s 2:14-21).z D. Wesley Myland (a
well-known leader in the Christian

and Mi ssionary Alliance who
became a Pentecostal) penned "The
Laner Rain" song, soon a favorite
of the burgeoning movement. After
each verse, Pentecostals enthusiastically sang the words of the chorus:
Oh, I'm glad the promised
Pentecost has come,
And the "Latler Rain" is falling
now on some;
Pour it out in floods, Lord,
on the parched ground,
Till it reaches all the eanh around. l
Aimee Semple McPherson, foundress of the International Church of
the Foursquare Gospel, wrote many
songs as well.' One of her best
known was "Preach the Word," requiring ten bars of notation in the
Foursquare Hymnal. Marked "Con
spirito " and reminiscent of band
mUSIc at football games, it
challenged church members to look
beyond their local context and contemplate the global mission of the
Spirit-filled church (verse I, chorus):
Hold the Foursquare Fonress firm,
'Tis the testing day.
The enemy on ev' ry hand
Presseth hard the fray.
Lift the blood-stained banner high.
It must not touch the ground.
Preach the Foursquare Gospel
with a certain sound!

On every hand, Throughout
the land,
The enemy is stirred. But on we go
Despite the foe, Till ev'ry man
has heard.
Preach the word, Preach the word,
Till the nations all have heard,
Preach it here, Preach it there,
Till every land is stirred.
Preach the word, Preach the word,
Marching up the Foursquare way.
We 'll hold the Foursquare Fonress
Till the crowning day.s
In spite of the trumpeting of
renewed power for world evangelization, the zero-hour eschatology
of Pentecostalism left linle time
to carry out the great commission.
Belief in the imminent return of
Christ, shared by many evangelicals
as well, pervaded the movement.
Every energy needed to be directed
toward fulfilling Christ'S command
in Mauhew 28: 18-20. Reflecting on
the nearness of the second coming,
one songwrit er warbled: "When you
see Jesus coming in the sky, Goodbye, hallelujah! I'm gone.'"
Not surprisingly, Pentecostalism
sparked a vigorous new missionary
diaspora beginning in 1906, the
vanguard of a worldwide revival of
primitive Christianity that would
one day challenge the historic
churches to consider anew the role
of the Holy Spirit in fulfilling the
mission of the church.
From (he triumphant medley of
Christian conquest came a dissonant
sound, however, when the Lord did
not return according to (he timetable, and problems overseas proved
more fo rbidding and perilous than
expected. Some missionaries died
from diseases on forei gn fields (at
least one a year for the first 25 years
of the endeavor in Liberia!), while
others returned home disillusioned
by the difficulties. 7 Those who
stayed often su ffered hardships,
their activities frequently circumscribed by inadequate resources.
Worse yel, a few experienced beatings, tortures, and even death at the
hands of opponents.
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The paths of Pentecostal mission
history are strewn with the accolade!)
of hagiography. This stud)'. ho\\·
ever, represents a ne\" attempt to
ex plore such happenings and inter·
pre t t heir meaning for tOday's
missionaries and students of mission
history. Wh y did they become victims
o f violence? What can we learn from
these happenings? Due to limita·
tions of resources, I witt focus on
the experiences of North American
and a fe w European Pentecostal
missionaries, wilho m in any way
int ending 10 deprecate si milar stories
o f mission aries from ot her regions
of th e world.

Pentecostal missionaries
have been physically
assaulted or slain in a
variety of circumstances.
ent ecostal missio nar ies have
been ph ysicall y assa ul ted or
slain in a variety o f ci rcumstances.
The fir st to give hi s life in the cau se
of evangelism was probably Paul
Bett ex, an independent missionary
to China ea rty in this century. While
the details surrounding his murder
in 1916 are sket chy, he may have
been robbed or simply been a vict im
of anti -foreign sentiments raging
at the time .'
In the 1930s, local tribes people
attempted to poison Swedish Pentecostal missionaries in the Belgian
Congo (Zaire) and Tangan yika
(Tanzania), believing the latter had
come to kill them. 9 Fanher no rth ,
the famed Lillian Trasher dodged
bullets to save two toddlers at her
orphanage in Assiout, Egypt , having been caught in a cro ss fir e
between Egyptian and Britis h
troops. !O
Trouble a lso encountered the
young miss ionary William Ekvall
Simpson in 1932 in southwestern
China . Hauling supplies fo r his
mission station at Labrang, Tibet,
Simpson, th e son of pioneer Christian and Mi ssionary Allian ce (CMA)
and lat er A / G mi ss ionari es to
China, was killed by bandit s,lI
Despit e the fact that differences
of opinion over the baptism in the
Ho ly Spirit had earlier split the
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CMA work in Ch ina, members of
both groups gathered 10 mourn his
loss with Alliance missionaries
conducting the funeral. Other
missionarie!), such as the J . Elmore
Mo rr isons of the Pentecos t a l
Assemblies of Canada, faced the
threat of violence in 1939 after the
Japane!)e invaded China.!l
Farther (Q Ihe \\'esl, the RussianAmerican h an E. Voronae\- of the
Russian and Eastern European
Mission (REEM) returned to his
homeland from Ne\\- York Cit)' (Q
preach Ihe Pentecosta l message.
Beginning in Bulgaria and then in
Russia, he mel with considerable
success during the years when Leni n
ru led the Soviet Union and allowed
tolerance for t he sects. During
Stalin's reign of terror, Voronae\
was arresled and died in a Siberian
labor camp. The large Pentecostal
movement in thai country owes a
substa ntial debt to his labors.ll
Nazis a lso severely persec uted
Pent ecost als. lJ Herm an Lauster of
the Church o f God (Cleveland , TN)
was imprisoned in Germany by the
Gestapo and lat er fo rcibly drafted
into the Germ an arm y.u But in
a narrow escape fro m the Gestapo,
G . Herbe rt Sc hmidt (A / G a nd
REEM) , a fo under o f the influential
Dan zig In sti tu te o f t he Bibl e ,!6
smuggled o n board a merchant ship
leaving fo r Sweden Y Only aft er the
close of th e war was he reunit ed with
hi s daught ers wh o had been left
behind (his wi fe did nOI su rvive
the war).
In marked COnt rast, however ,
German troops rescued Alphonse
Mittelstaedt, ano th er Am eri ca n
missionary, from his Po lish neighbors who were plolling to lynch him
(simply for having a Germ an
name!). The legacy of th e Bible
school in Danzig, staffed by persons
such as Schmidt , Nicholas Nikolo ff ,
Donald Gee, and others, lived on
through the Eastern European and
Russian slUdents who received
training there, includ ing Oskar
Jeske (Poland) , Haralan Po pov
(Bulgaria), and John Vinnichek
(Poland, Argent ina).I!
Pent ecostal missionaries suffered
most in the Far East during the war
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with several of their number interned by Ihe Japane... c.'~ Avoiding
imprisonment, Warren Andcr':>on of
Ihe Opcn Bible Standard Chun.:hc...
fled by foot from the ad\anclng
Japanese along the Burma Tnu!'
Thc W. H. T urners ( Penteco~lal
Ho lin ess Churc h) we re not so
fo rtun ate, spending two yca r~ in
prison before repatriat ion. 2! Alan
Benso n , a mi ss io nary to Ch ina
(Assem blies of God o f Grcat Britain
and Ireland ), was brutall y tortured
in a prolo nged a nd umuccessfll l
effort to gain a con fession of spyi ng.
Und aunted in his fa ith and Christian witness, he later recou nted ho\\
he prayed for his capt ors :
Once Ihe police required of me Ihal
if J was a real missionary lind nOI a
5py. then I must pray in their
prCl.Cnt-c .... 1 fell to 01) knee, and
offered up a prayer for the '>3l\a\ion
of their souls. In my prayer t men·
tioned the fact that they y,ere \inner~
and needed their \ins forgl,en, and
asked the Lord to bring them \0 a
condition of heart in y,hich Ihe)'
y,ould be abte to repem of their
sins and turn untO the Lord J e~ u ,
for ctcansing.!l

During these troubled times in
North China , Benson recounted that
a Methodist mi ss ion a ry (H o race
Williams) gathered well over 100
mi ss io narie s from 15 different
mi ssio n a gen cies together for
prayer. There, in the midsl of co nfli ct and suffering, a remarkabl e
spirilUal renewal came as Pentecostals, Methodists, Brethren , and
othcrs put their differences aside
and fo und common ground .lJ
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" Pentecostalism sparked a vigorous new mi ssionary
diaspora begi nning in 1906, the vanguard of a
worldwi de reviva l of primitive Christianity that
woul d o ne day cha llenge the historic c hurc hes to
consi der anew the role of the Holy Sp irit in fulfilling
the mi ssion of the church. "
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T he atrocities of int ern ship were
vivid ly rel old by Leland E. Johnson
(A/G) in his book I Was a Prisoner
of the laps (ca . 1946) . Neverth eless ,
th e Story o f Jesse Wengler (Letters
f rom Japan tea. 1951)), under house
arrest during the war in Japan,
offers a morc humane picture of the
Ja panese, whi le graphica ll y po rtray·
in g th e dev astatin g ho rro r s of
Am e ri can bombing . In ano ther
not eworthy twist , members o f the
J ucrgcnsen famil y (missionaries to
J apan si nce 1913) mini ste red at
int ernm ent ca mps fo r Ja pa nese·
America ns-Minid oka Relocat ion

Cent er near Twin Falls, Idaho, and
th e To paz Relocation Cent er in
Utah- while at ho me in America
du ring the war, a noble wi mess to
the intcgril Y o f Ihei r calling. lA
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The G. Herbert Schm idt Siory is
o nly representative o r scorcs we
could lell or men and women who
pioneered and sacrificed in dim·
cuh places where their lives were on
the line .

L

ei it never be sa id thai we rorget
Ih ese courageous and dedicated
leaders-Thomas F. Zimmcrman
and G. Herbert Schmidt . 10 name
o nly two- who have helped the
Assem blies or God become the force
it is in the world today.

-+

FROM O UR R EADERS
Doesn't Wanl 10 Miss an Issue
I misplaced my Heritage
expiration notice and do want 10
make il up to have a complete
sel. ... 1 enjoy them so much and
keep every issue.
My father·in·law, Richard Evans
Bowdle, whom you visited in 1983
conccrning First Asscmbly's 1909
beginning, slipped away pcaccfully
to be with the Lord last December.
I know you and your staff are
busy getting all the interesting
articles and pictures for each issue
of Heritage. I'm sure it's a challenge
to kcep searching for that great
piece of heritage we A/G members
cherish and wam to preserve.
Evalee Bowdle
Malvern, Arkansas
1 appreciate Heritage so much and
have Quite a collection now. It has
brought back a lot of memories.
I have been saved and filled with
the Holy Ghost since 1934. God has
been so good all these years. My
husband and I have four sons and

Ministry of Fred and Ethel Lohmann
T hank you for your recent letter
concern ing my parent s, Fred and
Ethel Lohmann.
I recall so many slories Dad used
to tell us about the early pioneering
days. Brush arbor meetings, living at
the schoolhouse, existing on what
was brough t in from gardens and
farmyards of those atlending the
meetings. Also, many answers to
prayer when the larder became low.
Dad's ministry in St. Louis began
J une 12, 1921. Prior to that he
pastored at Russe ll ville and
Malvern , Arkansas, about 2 years
each . Whi le pastoring in San
Ant onio earlier, o ne of his converts
was J . O. Savell [Texas superintendent a nd assistan t general
superintendent, 1952·57}.
I was too young to remember
San An tonio, but do remember a n
incident Mother told us a number o f
times. Dad had left town to speak

four daughters who all love the
Lord-48 in Ihe family.
Mrs. Virgil L Booher
Grand Junction, Colorado
P.S. You are in my daily prayer\.
I get such a thrill reading about
the Pentecostal men and women and
the great work they did to get the
Assemblies of God started. Of
course, I'm one of the older ones
myself (92) but was late in getting
startcd. I have been serving thc Lord
63 years.
May God bless and kecp you and
keep the good \'>ork going.
Ollie T. Livingston
Monroe, Louisiana

generous help to me in this projecl. There were many days that I
renected on ho", pleasam it \\ as
\\orking in your departmcm in
the !)ummer of 1990. and on ho\\
amenable the Archives personnel
was to me. After talking to other
Ph. D. candidates undergoing
!)imilar research, I was amazed at thc
horror storic~ they told me about
accessing archival data at \ariom
institutions. How thankful I am
to have not encountered (he~c
obslacJe~ in Springfield. Thank you
for making research less difficult
than it already was.
Barry H. Corey
Auburn, ~1assachu!)cm
Hoowr Remembers Kentuck~
Thanks for the tapel, of your
intervie\\ with Brother t\'1arion
Mangold (see "Oral History Collec·
tion Growing" in this isslle). I'w
listened 10 ewry word, and it evoked
many memories.
So glad you could go to Jeffer\On·
ville. I pioneered there with Mary

t]"11

Dissertation on ["angel Coll ege
Enclosed is a copy of my doctoral
dissertation from Boston College,
"Pentecostalism and the Collegiate
Institution: A SlUdy in the Decision
to Found Evangel College."
Wayne, let me express again my
deep appreciation for you, Joyce
Lee, and Glenn Gohr for your

elsewhere for a few days; and while
he was gone, Mother was awakened
during the night by an attempted
break-in. She could clearly see the
form of a man through the front
door pane and after severa l minutes
decided the man was so determined
to get in she had better lake action.
My brother Earle and I were

Cunlinutd un
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asleep in the room with her, but shc
carefully raised the window, climbed
out in her night clothes and went to
a neighbor for help. The neighbor
dressed and armed himself and came
to confront the man at the door.
With his arms overhead, the
intruder was marched a couplc of
blocks to the police station. During
the trek the fellow kept trying
to reach into a pocket, but the
neighbor made him raise his arms
again. At the police station a
large knife was found in the fellow's
pocket. God does take care of His
own.
I'm sending along a few pictures
in which you may be interested.
T here arc still boxes of fa mily
p ictures we' re goi ng through.
Again, thanks fo r your int erest in
Dad and his minist ry.
Mrs. E. F. Standley
Ca pe Girardeau, Missouri

so YI:ARS AGO

THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
&
WORLD WAR II

-.
•

UPD ATE

Reglnn!ng on the nexl page is the conclusion of Assemblies
or God missionary G. Herber1 Schmidt's painful stor) of being trapped in Europe atlhe
outbreak of World War II. What ,",ould become a '·)ear nightmare began when
Schmidt took his 'amily back 10 l)anzig in June 1939, onl) 3 months berore the "'at
slar1ed. Arresled in No,'eml)er 1940, he spenl 6 months in a Nazi prison, nearl} d)ing
from sickness and slatylltion. tie was questioned about spying for America and charged
with preaching the illegal Pentecostal message.

G. lIerbtrt .nd ~hra.rft Sc:hmldt .. llh Kuin,
Irft. lind N.uth In 1942 short!) bdore the
wu 5rp.r.ttd Ihem. Top, • ~olumn or Sovlft
link! rnterinil Ikrlln, April 194.5. AP / WIOt:
WON.U) PHOTOS.
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In Januar) 1943, learning that he would more than likel) be imprisoned again.
Schmidt sneaked aboard a German freighter bound for Siockhoim. Once arriving In
Stockholm, he had hopes of bringing his famil) 10 neutral Sweden so Ihe) could return
10 America. Thill would not happen until a lear afler Ihe war ended in Europe. Even
communicating with his famil) over the ne~t 3 )ears became almost impossible .
While he waited in Sweden. Schmidt learned of his wife's death in Danzig and
continued to agonize over the danger his tWO small daughters faced as the Russian
counler offensive began toward Danzig early In 1945.
The Schmidt saga-with all its danger. pathos, drama. and conflicls- mighl remind
lOU of a novel or a mo,ie, but it actually happened to an Assemblies of God missionary
family 50 )ears ago.

Daylight Pushes Back the Night
After 3 Frightful Years G. Herbert Schmidt
Reunited With Two Daughters
Caught in World War II 0 By Wayne Warner

"M isy great
concern now
to get my children
out of Danzig to Sweden,"
missionary G. Herbert
Schmidt wrote to the Pentecostal Evangel following his
wife's death in Danzig in
May 1944 and only months
before the huge Russian
offensive began. "It is a
great trial to have my children there, knowing nothing
of their welfare, and unable
to help them.'"
The few hundred miles sepa rating
Schmidt from hi s two daughters
might as well have been a million
miles away for all the help he could
give them.
And the very lonely and confused
9-ycar-o\d Ruth Schmidt, now
under the care of her aged grandmother following the death of her

mother, wrote to her "Papa" in
Sweden and asked why he never
wrote to her.

To a man whose morale was low
to begin with, the letter shattered
Schmidt. He was writing, but the
mail was nOI being delivered in
Danzig. Some food packages had
gOHell through and an occasional
lClIer from Danzig arrived in
Sweden, but apparently German
aUlhorities confiscated mail he sent
to his family.
Little Ruth could not understand
that even a war would keep her own
father, whom she had not seen In
18 months, from writing to her.

W

hat Schmidt could read in the
newspapers troubled him.

Early in 1945 the Germans were
retreatin g under an explosive
Russian counter offensive. All along
the route-including Oanzigpoverty-stricken citizens despaired
as news came that the feared Red
army was right behind. Frightening
news of the shelling. bombing,
murdering, raping, and the shipping
of prisoners to Siberia preceded the
tanks and the foot soldiers.

As the Russians pushed
the Germans toward Berlin,
refugees faced abuse, cold,
starvation, death, and
Siberia.
Europe was turning from a battlefield into a gian t refugee zone.
Toward the end of her life
Margaret Schmidt had worried more
about 4-year-old Karin 's sa fety ,
apparently, than she did for the
older Ruth' s. When she was nearing death, Margaret asked a Mrs.
Staehler, a longtime friend, to proteet Karin and deliver her to her
father. Perhaps, too, Mrs. Schmidt
reasoned that her own aged mother
Elise Neumann could take care of
one child but having two would be
more than she could handle.
As the Russian armies roUed
closer to Danzig, the frightened
Mrs. Staehler, remembering her
promise to Mrs. Schmidt, determined that she would get Karin out
of Danzig and into a safe area of
Germany. But Karin's grandmother
would hear nothing of the plan. She
was ill and crippled, but Karin
would nOt leave her care.
Secretly Mrs. Staehler arranged
passage on a freighter in January

1945 and then without pcrnm.,ion
\\'hi.,ked little Karin away from
Grandmother Neumann's house.
The big Question remained.
though. whether it was safer 10 face
the Russians on land or al sea. The
Red armies were advancing, but
their pilots had sunk several refugee
boats in the Baltic Sea, the \cr)
route Mrs. Staehler and Ruth would
be laking.
Because of the \irtual communication blackout with his
family, Schmidt knew nothing of
Karin's flight with Mrs. Staehler.
He was relieved 10 learn laler that
"Mrs. Staehler and my little
Karin ... came through under the
protection of God, borne by the
prayers of thousands of saint s, until they finally reached Suhl in
Thuringia" (Cenl ral Germany,
where Mrs. Staehler's brother
lived).l
With the advantage of hindsight it
is clear that Ruth should have gone
on the freighter with Mrs. Slaehler
and Karin. Her ultimate survival
appears even more miraculous than
Karin 's.
When the battle for Danzig
started, Ruth and Grandmother
Neumann ned to a dark and
cramped cellar where they hid out
day and night and lived on bread
which friends would bring to them.
Finally, the paralyzing news that the
Russians were already in parts of the
city made it suicidal to remain in the
cellar.
So the feeble Grandmother
Neumann and anemic Ruth-like
millions of other war refugees
before and after Danzig-left everything in the house and joined
thousands of others, mostly women
AlG II E'UTACt:. SUMMt.H 199225

and children, milling about in
fo rests and fi elds west of the cit y.
Litlle food was available, and to
make matt ers wo rse the penetrating
cold ga ve liltle hope 10 the Danzig
refugees .
Grandmother Neumann and Ruth
were joined by a Mrs. Blumenstein ,
a woman who was also a member o f
the Danzig congregatio n . Since
Mrs. Neumann suffered from heart
trouble and a crippled knee , Mrs.
Blumenstein look the responsibilit y
of caring for Ruth that first night.
The three of th em finall y found a
house in which several people were
alread y trying to keep warm .
They were unprepa red fo r the
night o f terror which foltowed.
In a letter Mrs. Blumenstein later
wrote to Schmidt . she described the
scene o f hearing the screams of
tho usands of women being raped by
Russian soldiers in the nearby
rorest.
The debauchery would have been
Mrs . Blumenstein's rate as well
except ror the ract that she was part
Jewish . The Russian soldier who
grabbed her and pulled her away
rrom Ruth stopped and took a
closer look at her. "Are you
Jewish," he asked. Realizing that
Jewish women were being spared
and that she did have some Jewish
blood, Mrs . Blumenstein answered
that she was. With that, the Russian
sold ier released her and she returned
to care ror Ruth.
Schmidt, who had been on a
Communist hate list in Russia,
wrote about Mrs . Blumenstein's role
with his daughter: "The Lord had
sent her ror the purpose or rescuing
my child rrom brutalities or the
blood-thirsty and bestial Bolsheviks
during that terrible night. " J
hen the Russians occupied
Danzig in late March 1945,
much or the city was destroyed,
including the Neumann house where
the Schmidts had also lived. Later
Mrs. Neumann and Ruth round
shelter in a Danzig suburb. From
there on May 29, 1945, 3 weeks
after Germany su rrendered, Mrs.
Neumann wrote to Schmidt. She
told or the terrible Russian orrensive , or Ruth's sickness, and or the

W
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immediate need ror nourishing
rood.
Agai n , Schmidt could only read,
weep , and pray ror his ramily and
rriends.
A short time later Ruth was
ad mitted to a hospita l wi th typhoid
rever where she remained ror 3
weeks , part or the time in a coma .
O nce again Schmidt attributed her
recovery to praying people because

1I1'rMrt Schmidt wrotr Ihrsr bookS IIbollt his
rlmll) '5 nprrirntH dllring World Wllr II.

After being separated,
Ruth and Karin
were reunited in the
Russian Zone.
the hospitals could orrer lillie care ,
medicine , or rood.
Though Ruth was still in need or
medical attention, her grandmother
was ordered to take her to a train
station to catch a rerugee train to the
Russian sector or Germany. Arter a
miserable 7-day train ride in a
crowded boxcar, they were dumped
near a tOwn along with thousands
or other rerugees. Faced with
starvation, sickness, and hopelessness, the rerugees were more dead
than alive.
uring his long wait in Sweden
ror inrormation on his
daughters-even long after the war
ended-Schmidt exhausted aJl
possible government channels, but
the answer was always the same:
"There is nothing we can do." Then
in October 1945 he relt impressed to

D

send a telegram to P resident
T ruman, in which he explained his
unsuccessrul errort to get inrormalion on his daugh ters so they could
be reu nited a nd return to America.
The telegram got action . Mrs.
Staehler, who had escaped with
Kari n and who had remained her
unorticial guardian , received a call
rrom Russian o rricia ls who inrormed her that Karin was to be
lUrn ed ove r to the Am erica n
au thorities in Berlin }
But the cautious Mrs. Staehler
was h ard ly ready to t ru st t he
Russia n mili tary j ust yet. Fresh in
her mind were repo rt s t hat th e
Russians were steal ing children and
sending them to Russia. Suspecting
a trick , she would no t give up Karin
without tr yin g to o utw it the
Russians. Rather than lose control
or Karin , Mrs. Staehler suggested
that she be allo wed to take Karin to
Mec kl e nburg wh e re Ruth and
Grandmother Neumann were staying. Then the girls could be reunited
with th eir father . The Ru ss ians
approved the suggestion and sent
Mrs . Staehler and Karin on their
way for the reunion.
After the undernourished girl s
were reunited in Mecklenburg, it
was discovered that Karin was sick
with hunger-typhus , which nearly
took her life and which required
7 weeks of hospital care. S
By then it was January 1946, 7
months aft er the war and 3 years
after Schmidt had slipped aboard
the German freighter and made his
way into Sweden. "I did nOI know
where they were," Schmidt wrote,
"and second ly, I knew that wherever they were they were near
starvation.' , ~
The year dragged on with no
word. Finally, on March 8, 1946,
Schmidt wrote that he-as Abraham
did with Isaac-finally turned the
entire situation over to God, with no
reservations. He sat down with his
guitar and began to sing an o ld
favorite, "Sweet Hour of Prayer."
As he sang, his heart focused on one
sentence: " I'll cast on Him my every
care, and wait ror thee, sweet hour
of prayer."
From that afternoon on, I could not
further agonize for the safety of my

daughters. I knew God had taken the
case-it was filS. I had nothing more
to do with it. In my prayers afterwards, I usually' would say, "Lord, il
is Th y case, whatever Thou doest or
doest no\, is all right. Thou kn owe~t
beller than I what is good for me.'"

That very afternoon in Berlin,
Ellen KJatt, a friend of the Schmidt
family from Danzig, walked into the
office of the United Stales Po litical
Adviser for Germany . She held the
han ds of two frail girls, 5-year-old
Karin an d 10-year-old Ruth.
The early morning rays of daylight had j ust begun to shine
through the dark nigh I of terror.

Friday morning, May 10, 1946, more
than three years after he had left his
family in Danzig:
I trembled with excitement as we
were ushered into the room. \1y girls
had been awakened. They sal up in
the bed when I entered Ihe room.
Ruth gazed at me. Then she wept,
and our tears .... ere flowing over each
other, mingled tear~ of joy and
thankfulness to God. lillie Ka rin,
100, slared at me as if I were an
apparition. Her face sho .... ed pain.
She tried to fight bad, her tears but
they were coursing down her ch('d,~.1

A mon th later as Schmidt and his
daughters prepared to leave Sweden
aboard the M. S. Gripsholm his

Gu s tav Kinderman, and Fred
Pfeifer, another minister. Schmidt
couldn't help but open his eyes dur~
ing the prayer, just to make sure his
daughters were there. "There they
stood with me, their little hands
folded, their eyes closed. "10
Standing in the circle with his
arms around his frail daughters,
Schmidt cou ld feel tears o f thank sgiving filling his eyes, co ursing dO\\\l
his checks, and dropping to the pier.
Daylight had finally come.

I "In SymJ'l.uh\ ,.' P,'nlffI)Ilol EI'onRf/. July
19JJ, J'l. 6.
2, G, Herber! So.:hmll,h. Thf Journry /lO/11f
(lo\ Angell": S<;hrllldl. 19J~). I'll'. IOJ 107.
.1. IbId, 1'1'1. 10S·1I0
J Ib.d" 1'11'1. 126·27. So;hnm]1 had al\O "rlBen
10 Ihe Rw.'lan bnb,h\) m S .... eden about hi,
dau8hlcr~ but rC\.·~·II~d no rei'll)
5 Ibid" p. 1H.
6, IbId., p. 135.
7. IbId.. p. 1l9.
8. Ibid., J'l. 15\
9. The M. S. G"psholm .... a~ a S .... edi,h II.'~~I.'I
.... hich had sene<! to repatriate cil'illall\ durmg
the "ar. inc1udi\1g SCleral A\'iell1bhe\ of God
missionaries from the Orient. ~ " "I"ionariI.'S
caught in thl.' Crossfire." A IG HerltORe, .... Imer
1991-92, p. 4.
10. The JOl/rnfY Homf, p. 159.
-,~
I~,

Standing with his daughters at the Goteborg port , Schmidt
could feel tears rolling down his cheeks and dropping 10 the
pier. Daylight had finally come.

T

hrough the help of the Swedish Red Cross, international
a rrangements were made which
autho rized the girls to travel with an
America n mililary nurse, first to
Lo ndon a nd then to Sweden.
But even when the girls and the
nurse arri ved in Sweden, the confusion contin ued . Through a mixup,
Schmidt missed the plane when it
la nded in Goteborg , and the girls
were put back o n board and flown lO
Stock holm spending the night in the
ho me of friends. Through the night
Schmidt a nd a friend drove the 150
miles lO Stockholm where they saw
the girls the next morning.
Schmidt wo uld never forge t that

thought s turned back 7 years.' That
was J une 1939 when he and his wife
had returned to Danzig from an
American furlough, So much had
happened. War in Europe, Karin
born the next year, Nazi imprisonment, futi le attempts to return to
America, the U.S. involvement in
the war, millions of people killed,
fleeing Danzig, anxiety over his
family, the publication of his books,
the death of his wife, his daughters'
suffering, and fina ll y the reunion
with his daughters.
It was hard to believe, but there
they were in a little prayer circle
at the GOleborg pier: G. Herbert
Schmidt, Ruth, Karin, missionary

EPILOG
I

t has been 46 years since two litt le refugee girls met their
" Papa " in Srockholm. They have reared their own
famili es and today Karin Schmidt Zenk is a ph armacist
specialist, specializing in neo-natal medicine, in Southern
California; Ruth Schmidt Barclay work s with a property
management firm in British Columbia.
The Schmidts sell led in California in 1946 where he
preached, taught missions classes at Southern California
College, went on the radio with Europe 's Gospel Call, and
worked with others to send food packages to Europe.
Friends recall that the plight of Europe was always on
his mind.
Karin and Ruth could speak only German when they
arrived in this country. Nevertheless , Anhur and Lucinda
Erickson, who pastored an Assembly of God and operated
Maywood Christian School in the Los Angeles area,

Wayne £. Warner is
Director 0/ the A IG
Archil'es.

agreed to enroll them in their school. That decision was
made primari ly because Ella Schroeder, a German, was the
principal. Miss Schroeder became a big help to the gi rls
in their new enviro nment. (M iss Schroeder lives in
Sacramento; Maywood Christian School's founder Anhur
Eric kson is deceased; Lucinda Erickson continues to live
in Maywood.)
On the weekends Schmidt's great joy was to pick up
Ruth and Karin at the school. "What would be my life
without my darlings?" he asked his dia ry. And who could
have been more proud after that fi rst school year than
" Papa" Schmidt when his daughters were presented
awards for their " diligence and bravery."
Schmidt was drained physically and mentally when he
returned to Cali fornia , ample evidence that the previous
7 years had burned him out. Pain and discouragement are
easil y seen in his 1947 diary. After att ending a missions
convention in Bakersfi eld in which he had little
contribution , he wrote, "(II feel at times out of place
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-a decorat ion. "
Feeling inadequate for the challenge of teaching an
American college class, he wrote in his diary that he needed
God's help to give the students something to help them
develop their character. "That is my deep desire," he
wrote o n February 7, "May He take a hold of me in a
special way and may He touch the Mudents. AMEN!"
Lloyd Christiansen, who was a pastor in Washinglon,
D.C. in 1950, remembers hearing Schmidt speak to a
Potomac ministers group, some of whom did not
appreciate Schmidt's no-nonsense discipleship. "I
remember he was quill' cynical toward American minislers,
wilh the implication that many of us were softies,
unacquainted wilh hardship and suffering .... ln a blessed
way, I have been haunled by the words of Brother Schmidt
since that day over 40 years ago. The pain in his eyes was
a sight I could never forget."
In 1954 he founded the German Full Gospel Radio
Mission broadcam. Then in the fall of 1957 he returned to
Europe on a preaching mission, which lasted for 7 months.

While preaching in Heidelberg, Germany, on Easter
Sunday, 1958, he suffered a severe heart attack and died
May 19 at the age of 67.
RUlh remembers that she and her husband . . . ere on their
way to Brazil that spring and made plans to visit her father
in Germany. After arriving in Bremerha\'en, they received
a telegram that her father . . . as very ill. "We had come by
way of Germany to see him before going to Brazil," she
wrOte recently, "but it turned out that . . . e attended his
funeral instead."
FO/thjul Unto Death, the title of G. Herbert Schmidt's
book about the suffering saiO(s in Russia, aptly fits his
own ministry-as well as Carrie's and Margaret '5.·
-Wayne Warner
Information for Epilog from G. Herbert Schmidt's 1947 diary,
AIG Archives: leiter from Lloyd Christiansen. April 29, 1992;
leiter from Ruth Barclay, March 9. 1992.
· Carrie Schmidt was G. Herbert Schmidt'S first wife who died
in 1929. lIis second wife Margaret died in t943 during the time
Schmidt was trying to get her and their daughters out of Danzig .
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ARCHIVES ACTIVITIES
Jim Arnold : Akron, Ohio, First Assembly 75th Anniversary Book. Jamt'li lllis:
brochure p(!ntccostal Kentucky Mountain
Mission, by O. E. Nash. A / G Bennolenc~: ... idros-"A Child Is Waiting,"
"A Circle of Love," " I ully Gi ... en: The
AMA Story," "Hillcrest Children's Home:
A Place of Refuge." "Lover of the Children." " Pionttrs of Faith." and "To Lov(!
Enough"; film-on Bethany Retirement
home . Georxe Mgerl): 18] Sunday School
papers, 1938,51. ~ mith lillie} : Voice oj
Deliverance, Sept. 1951. Kenneth I) .
Stanfill : history of Goldonna (Louisiana)
Assembly . Louise WichllTdson: March 15,
1959. Florida Times-Union newspaper
clipping of Lillian Trasher, " JackSOll'lille
Woman Famed ' Mother of Nile.' "
Adele Olillon: 10 boxes, three bags
of books from J. R. and Alice Reynolds
Flower library. ArkanSIiS 1)lslricl Council:
60th Anni ...ersary of Arnold Assembly (now
Murp hy's Chapel). Alex! George: research
projcct on India . Gar} H. McGee: ICI
materials: biformation: Ein Beitrag zur
CharismaliSchen Erneuerung, May 1985 ,
April 1986, F(!b. 1987 , MaylJune 1987,
Jan. 1988; "'And There Appeared to
Them Tongues of Fire' .. by McCandlish
Phillips, Saturday Evening Po st,
May 16, t964.
Joe Nlc:holw n: booklet, "Ignited-Story
of Harold and Dorothy Ausbury," by
Marjorie Richendrfer. Mrs. M. B. Nelzel:
miscellanea. Dorothy N) lin Lewis: tract
and book by Virginia E. Moss. D"'M:
Cal ...ary Temple (Philadelphia) Pictorial
Directory; Eastern District 1976 Yearbook ;
Northern N(!w England 1977-78 Yearbook;
plaque. co pper etching of C harles
Greenaway Chapel, Continental Bible
College. Hliroid Kohl: brief history of
FEAST. Gary .' Iokstra : miscellaneous
printed materials and cassettes regarding
churches and individuals. Mrs. Mar}'
Lennol(: books.
W. L Coberly : materials on his father,
Homer Coberly, "The Cowboy Preacher";
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po(!m, "Make Me a Cowboy Again"; 1912
photo, group with horsedrawn mobile
home; golden wedding anni ...ersary booklet.
Mr. and Mrs. Homer Coberl y. 1964. A. B.
"Benn}" Stanberr) : materials on his
tra ...els wilh Charles Parham (1924-27):
Songs oj /lISplrQlion, by A. B. Stanberry:
personal teslimony on the writing of his
songs.
Vida Killion: books, Camp Meeting
Echoes. 193], Sidney Guy Shields; Life
Story Qnd Sermons oj EvangeliSt Albert
011; TimnQth -Serah : The Vi ctor's
Inherilance, by A. N. Trotter; articles,
"Con ...ersion of T. Tel(as Tyler," and
.. Account of World War II Days, ,. by J . C.
Revell; music, song books and sheet music;
periodicals, Full Gospel Advocate, Aug.
1941, Golden Grain, April 19]9, The Old
Camp Meeting News, May 1932. Shield oj
Faith, Oct-Dec. 1941.
N. B. Rayburn: Tribute to Nellie

Ir(!n(! Rayburn; miscdlaneous clippings, Waynoka (Oklahoma) Assembly:
photos: N. B. Rayburn S(!rmons on
cassettes. And} Harris: dedication paper
and brochure, Kings Corner Assembly.
Sar(!pta, Louisiana.
tJlene Tapp: book. Rel'elationsJrom the
Revelation, by N. Cleo Tapp. Mr. and
Mrs. Homer Jo'ritsch: " Personal Narrati~'(!
of David Winslow Raines." Ruth Burke
Rill: manuscript on Holy Spirit working
in Southern Africa, with photocopies o f
photographs. Dean Gal)en: ministerial
papers of Janetta Cole.
Aiel( Karmarkovic: 25 issues of A IG
Educator. Paul l. Ferguson: Webster Wire
Recorder: handwritten reminiscences of
"Old Beulah Colony" (Oklahoma), newspaper clippings, dedication of First
Assembly, Cheyenne. WYoming, March
1945. Gordon Preiser: prayer card for
Philip Shabaz famil y.
-t-

Kentucky Ministers Interviewed During Council

Oral History Collection
ecognizing the value of inlerviewing on tape the slories of
men and women who contribute to
the minislry of the Assemblies of
God, the Archives conlinues to
expand this collection. Severa l
sign ificant interviews were taped
during the past few months.
"Mosl of the people who have
contribut ed to the Assemblies of
God will never sit down and write
their memoirs, " Archives Director

R

Wayne Warner concedes, "but they
often are willing to talk with an
interviewer on a tape recorder."
That willingness 10 share experiences and opinions is how the
Archives has buill a growing
collection of nearly 200 !aped
interviews.
A recent 5-hour interview with
Andrew Maracle, a Mohawk Indian
who has been an ordained A / G
minister since 1944, will gIve

I.. Ueidorn

M. to.hnj(old

O. \Io'ltan

researchers a new understanding of
ministry among Native Americans
by one of their own pastorevangelists.
While attending the Kentucky
District Council III Lexington,
Warner interviewed seven ministers
who contributed to that area. Two
of the ministers interviewed, Marion
Mangold and Louise Heidorn,
moved to Kentucky during the 1930s
as missionaries with the Kentucky
Mountain Mission. They have been
there ever since.
O. E. Nash, pastor of
Cincinnati's Christian Assembly
(1927-1946) and later Kentucky's
first district superintendent,
established the Kentucky Mountain
Mission in 1929 which sent scores of
missionaries into the eastern part
of the state. The ministry of the
mission will be featured in a future
issue of Heritage.
While in Cincinnati Warner inter-

viewed Christine Frazer, Nash's
secretary during the mid-1930s. No\\
in her 90s, she recalled the ministry
of Christian Assembly and many of
the missionaries who came through
the city on the way to their mounlain ministry.
Also interviewed in the Cincinnati
area was Irene Doepke who has been
senior pastor of Glad Tidings
Assembly of God, Bellevue, Kentucky, for 56 years. After her
husband Christian G. Doepke died
in 1976, their son Harry joined
the staff as co-pastor. Under the
ministry of the Doepkes, Glad
Tidings has sent nearly 20 men and
women into the ministry.
James Ellis, a former pastor and
Kentucky District secretarytreasurer (1967-71) and superintendent (1971-88), narrated his
life and ministry with Warner for
3 Vz hours during the council. Beginning his ministry in Georgia, Ellis

accepted a pastorate in Frankfort
and then was elected to the district
offices.
Two other long-time Kentucky
ministers who are still active in
pastorates narraled lheir stories on
Lape. Mildred Taylor, 76, pastors
First Assembly III Brooksville.
Orville Morgan, 84, continues to
pastor Sardis Assembly of God.
Duplicates of the nearly 200 inlerviews in the oral history collection
are available at $3 per tape, POStpaid. Readers may request an order
form from the Assemblies of God
Archives,
1445
Boonville,
Springfield, MO 65802.
Persons who have access to taped
interviews not a part of the Archives
collection are urged to write concerning making copies for availability. Others who are willing to
interview ministers in their area
are also invited to wrile for more
information.
-~.
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sibililies for 30 years, including the
last 10 years as secretary of the
Women's Ministries Departmenr.

attended the Tabernacle when Ihe
Tom Painos, Sr., pastored; his son
Tom, Jr., is now our pastor. We had
attended the Laurel Street Church,
pastored by John L. Price, before
attending the Tabernacle.
I am 82 years old and my sister
who is 86 lives with me. We dearly
love our God and are JUSt waiting
for that day when we see Him face
to face. Glory!
Mazie Dewlen
Indianapolis, Indiana

Letters/from pllJ,:e 23

Benigas (later Blair) during World
War II. We held services in a
weather-beaten shed that had been
used to store soybeans. Mr. Compton, an unbeliever then, rented it to
us in answer to prayer .... We lived in
that shed (one end) and held services
in another part of it.
God bless you.
Elva Hoover
Lakeland, Florida

Elva Johnson, lafer Mrs. Mario
Hoover, served in the KenfUcky
Mountains beginning in 1939, working with Marion and Ruby Mangold
and others. She retired at lhe
Assemblies of God Headquarters in
1985 after serving in various respon-

P leasant Memories from a Pio neer
Thank you for your lovely letter
.... It really brought back a lot of
memories aboUi Dollie Simms in the
early years in Arkansas. When she
came to London, Arkansas, for a
brush arbor meeting, she stayed at
our house. We lived in the country,
drove a two-seated buggy pulled by
two horses.
Yes, I live a block from the
old Woodworth-Etter Tabernacle
site [now Westside Assembly],
although she [Evangelist Maria B.
Woodworth-Etter] had been dead
about a year when we moved here
from Puxico, Missouri. We

Dollie Drain, laler Mrs. H. E.
Simms, atlended the organizational
meeting of the Assemblies of God in
April 1914 and was ordained there
as a 15-year-old evangelist. She died
in Springfield, Missouri, in /99/ at
the age of 92.
~
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Zimmerman/

rro m

Plllt~
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activ it ies that nowed from the
Lausan ne meeting. A lready in 1973.
La usanne planners had met for
several consu lt ations on how to
conserve the Congress 's dynamic
and purs ue its goals a fter the
Co ngress ended . Prel iminary pla ns
ca ll ed for th e creati o n of a
co nt inua tion com mittee, whi ch
became a real ity in 1976 with the
establishing o f the Lausanne Committee fo r Wo rld Evangelizatio n .
Committ cc membershi p was int ernatio nal. Beginning with 48 people ,
the committee lat er expanded to 75.
Leight o n Ford was it s chair and
Go ttfri ed O sei-Mensah , a highly
visible Kenyan evangelical, served as
its executive secretary. Zimmerman
was not o nl y o ne o f th e select 48
members: he was also appo int ed to
th e executive committee, a ca paci ty
in whi ch he served fo r the rest
of his life .

He played a leadership
role in the Lausanne
meetings from the
beginning in 1972.
In many ways, the Lausanne
Committee for World Evangel ization offered Zimmerman un paralleled opportunity to express
both his vision and his abi lities.
His capacity for committee work
was remarkable. In reviewing the
record he left. one is struck by the
tedium as well as by the glamour of
association as one among equals
with people whose names were
household words in American and
world evangelicalism. The vision
which he worked tirelessly lO express
in and through the Assemblies of
God found wider expression and
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mea ning in his Lausanne Commillee
work. The Committee offered him a
setting in which hi s life· long
emphasis on evangelism fo und it s
logical culmination.
Since the Lau~anne Committee
had no administrative headquarters,
but functioned, rather, from the
offices of it s chairman and
secreta ry, regional and national
committees orchestrated man y of it s
activities . The Commi ttee sponsored
an annual Day of Prayer for World
EvangeJiLation and published a
q uarterly World EvangelizQt ion
In/o rma t ion Bu lle t in. Unlil
198 1, Z immerman headed the Commu nications Working G roup, o ne
o f the four worki ng grou ps tha t
oversaw a nd coordinated specific
areas of strategy, plan ni ng, and
o pe rat io n . Fo r seve ra l years,
Zimmerman was president of the
Lau sa nn e C ommitt ee- Uni te d
States.
Shortl y aft er t he Lau sann e
Congress, the Lausanne Committ ee
for Wo rld Evangelizatio n decided
to convene a wo rki ng co nsult a tion
lO eva luate what was happening
in wo rld evangelizat io n and to
strat egize for the futu re. In 1977, the
Committ cc called for a Consultati o n
o n Wo rld Evangelizatio n (COWE)
to address the theme , " Ho w Sha ll
Th ey Hear?"
In June 1980, the consultation
met 1Il Th a iland. Z immerman
c on c urr e d heartil y with thi s
deliberate attempt to identify with
the church in th e two-thirds world.
With some 650 participant s. thi s
consultation was decidedly smaller
than th e Lau sann e Con g re ss .
Zimmerman and other Lausanne
Committee members had made
nominations to an anonymous
Participant s Selection Committee ,
which issued invitations.
Two years of study groups under
the COWE prior to the meeting
prepared partiCipant s for the
Consultation and also generated the
papers that provided discussion
material for the Consultation study
groups . The meeting facilitated
consideration of the theological
implications of cooperation in wo rld
evangelization and generated

publicatio ns , recommendatio ns and
additional respo nsibilities fo r the
stud y groups .

T. F. Zimmerman's
story line reads like
a Horatio Alger novel.
Zimmerman a lso helped organize
numerous stateside event s spawned
by the Lausanne Committee agenda.
He chaired the plan ning committee.
and he, Billy Graham, Harold
Carter, a nd Luis Palau gave the
plenary addresses at the American
Festival of Evangeli sm in Kan sas
City in J uly 1981. Wheato n '83, a n
int ernat ional con ference o n the
nature and mission of the church ,
an d Ho uston '85, a consult ation o n
evangel izing eth nic America, were
pa rt of his po rt folio.
AJi of these act ivities demanded a
gr u e lin g sc h e dul e o f i nt ernatio nal travel and tedious ho urs
of committee work. Zimmerm an
accomplished all of this without
mi ssing a step in his leadership of
the Assemblies o f God . It cost him
his privacy a nd deprived him of
famil y time, but it apparently
bro ught him deep satisfaction.
During the same years, he was a
mem ber o f the board o f ma nagers
o f the Am erican Bible Society,
cha irm an o f the executive commit tee fo r Key '73 , a nd a member of the
committee for the New Kin g James
Versio n of th e Bible. He also
maintained hi s int e re s t In
communit y affairs , serving o n
various boards an d winnin g the
Springfield ian of the Year award
in 1974.
Zimmerman not onl y helped keep
alive the contacts forged thro ugh the
Lausanne Congress , he also had a
large part in planning Lausanne I I
for 1989. A key member of the
finan ce committee a s well a s
president of the LC WE 's United
Slates branch, he personally raised
thousands of dollars to enable
people from the two-thirds world
to attend.
Even as he worked to promote
Lausanne II and 10 sustain the
extensive network of contacts and
activities that dated to Lau sanne I,

however, Zimmerman was rorced to
come to grips with the painrul reality
thaI {he A!>semblies or God as an
organization (though certainly not
all or ils leaders) deemed it
inappropriate ror the denomination
to express its solidarity with the
work or the Lausanne Committee in
speeiric, tangible ways that would
have greatly racilitated his task.
Denominational goals took precedence over cooperative endeavors,
and Zimmerman railed to gain
approva l ror contributions to
Lausanne to be credited as World
Ministries Giving. When he Jert
denominational orfice, the denominat ion provided orrice space,
secretarial help, and some expenses
ror a transition year, but arter that
year, he would lose the institutional
base frolll which he had always
o rchestrated his multi-raceted
errorts.
T he course or events suggests
tha t the Assemblies or God
had not u nanimously affirmed
Zi mmerm an's vision, that some
leaders thoug ht that guarding
de n omi n at ional identity and
channel ing denominational resources in traditional ways took
precedence over united action, and
that ambivalence about identity
once agai n surraced in the Assemblies or God.
Arter he lert orrice as general
superintendent or the Assemblies
or God, Zimmerman 's evangelical
rriends continued to depen d on him
ror counsel and leadership. T hese
contacts sustained him as his health
deteriorated and fo rced the curtailing of his schedule. They also
revealed the deep personal respect
h is colleagues in th e net work
spawned by Lausanne had for hi m.
As his strength ebbed , people like
Leighton Ford and Bill y Graham
buoyed his spirit. T he world they
represented, expressed over the
years as well through NAE and
NRB, valued and encouraged this
ordi nary Indiana boy whose lire's
sto ry li ne corresponded in significant ways to that of a Horatio
Alger novel.
When he died on January 2, 199 1,
these evangelicals joined the Assem-

blies of God in paying him tribute.
Telegram!> and leiters from around
the '",orld poured in. One came rrom
George and Barbara Bush. Another
was sem by Billy Graham, who
called Zimmerman one of his closest
rriends and one of the 20th cenwry's greatest evangelical leaders.
Graham credited him with leading
"the entire Penteco!>tal movemem

Bill ) G rah a m receh u II CO l' ) o f 0", \fission
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into fellows hip wit h the mainstream
of evangelicalism."
The high esteem in which
Zimmerman was held augured well
ror the Assemblies of God. Since his
admi nistration, the Assemblies of
God is routinely included in the
list or denominations whose leaders
occasionally visit the White House
and serve on task forces and
evangelical committees. People like
Leighton Ford valued Zimmerman's
advice and perspective on which
Pent ecostals to invite into their
circles, and in his capacity as
counselor, Zimmerm an influenced
the contin uing voice or Pentecostals
in the larger arena.
Zimmerman 's st rong leadership
and firm convictions about the
primacy or evangelism in the task or
the church nOi on ly influenced the
course of the Assemblies of God but
also molded hi m personally into a
man whose abil ities and vision
meshed with those of the most
visible players on the contemporary

evangelical stage. Perhaps part of
the reason that many perceived him
as a man ror the times was 10 be
found in the emergence of the
charismatic renewal in the larger
'Iubculture.
Pentecostali!>lll surfaced in unlikely contexts, and Zimmerman
was an interpreter in a strategic
place at a critical time. His
e\angelistic rriends needed
per5pecti",e. ,vhich Zimmerman
seemed uniquely Qualified to gi\e.
Driven by an unyielding conviction
about the priority or evangelism,
Zimmerman forged a public role
that his PentecoMal peer~ did not
always understand or appreciate.
They basked in his accomplishments in part because they were
beneficiaries, but perhaps his evangelical peers caught a clearer glimp!>e
of the essential qualities that
compelled him 10 spend himself for
the cause.
This a rticle draws on intenie" s "ith
Thomas F'. Zimmerm an. corre,pundence bel" een th l' a uthor a nd Leighton
Ford , and extensi"e readin g o\ er st'\cral
) ears in various collections in the Dill)
Gra ham Center Archilcs at "hcllton
Co ll ege , especiall ) the L a u ~a nn e
Committce Collection .
Hack issues containing Pa rIs 1-3 of
the T . F-. Zimmerm an stOl') art' lI\ ail able from the AsS<' mblies of God
Archives, 1445 1100n\ille, Springfi eld .
MO 65802 . Ask for "inter 90-9 1,
Spring 9 1, and Fall 9 1. Cost is $2.50
each postpaid .
. ~~
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D The Cheerbringers/r..
given a~ the girls achieved certain
levels.
On October 29, 1953, Edith
Whipple wrotc stating, "Since
General Council time, I have
thought often concerning the committee for girls work .... 1 would like
you to act as chairman of the commiuce." She asked if we cou ld do
our preliminary work by correspondence as she would like to use
women throughout the nation. We
would then meet during the Sunday
school convention in SI. Louis.
Missouri, in the spring of 1954.
The original commiuee as chosen
by Sister Whipple were: Mrs. Floyd
Woodworth (Southern California);
Mrs. Charles W. H. ScOIl (Michigan); Mrs. J. Boyd Wolverton
(Kansas); and Mrs. Roy Wead
(Indiana).
I sent out a questionnaire and the
commillee subm illcd many ideas.

From the Cheerbringers
model, Missionelles
was organized in J955
under the national WMC.
In Februa r y 1954, Goldia
Anderson and I left for SI. Louis
with Mr. and Mrs. Carl Sturgeon.
Because I became ill on the trip
and took the train home . Goldia
Anderson took my material and
acted in my place as chairman.
The work of thi s committee was
to be referred to the national
COl11millec for WMC which was
composed of Gayle Lewis, Noel
Perkin. Mrs. J. O. Savell, Mrs.
Christine Carmichael. and Mrs.
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Edith Whipple. Ralph M. Riggs,
who had bcen clected general supermtendent at Milwaukee, had shown
deep interest in our activities.
The national committee approved
and Missionellcs was organized
in 1955 under the auspices of
the National Women's Missionary
Council.
rom a small beginning 41 years
ago, the Santa Cruz Cheerbringers sparked the o rganization of
what is now an international girls'
club. Today Missionettes are active
in 21,618 clubs and involves 177,761
girls.
And it all started when a local
assembly in Santa Cruz, California,
saw the need for more training than
children were receiving III the
Sunday school.

F

Author's Note: I recentl) visited Miss
Goldie Olson who has remained in
Santa Cruz, California. thest man)
) ears. She has had a stries of slrokes
and gets around by means of a walker
with senre difficulty. She is in her 80s,
)el she slill speaks occasio nally to the
C hildren 's C hurch. She has kept in
louch with many or the original C heerbringers and most of them are still
strving the Lord. She told me that IwO
of lhe girls that had moved away (th e
two Muench sisters) made a special trip
to see her and thanked Goldie for the
part she pla)ed in Iheir Christian walk .
The) reported that the) ha\e been
aclive in their respet::tive churches .
Another original C heerbringer is Miss
Georgina Wong . who aUended church
alone. Toda)' she is an elementary
school principal and Iliso a deaconess in
the Santa C ruz church. Their lestimonies make us say, " It was well worth
all the erfort." - Ferne H . Murray ..,..

