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HERITAGE LETTER 

By Wayne Warner 

W hat do you know about faith home ... ? 
Shouldn't all Chri ... uan home ... be "faith home ... ·) .. 

Well, YC", but thi ... i ... dlilcrent You'll read atx)Ut the faith 
home mini ... try in a two-part article beginning 10 thi ... i ...... ue. 
Written by Edith Blumhofer. a product of a faith home in 
Queen .... New York. the allicle wtlltake you back to the origin .. 
of the faith hnme concept, you'lI ... ee their unpact on Pcntecos
la)..,; and you'll recognize their contmuing inOuence today. 

My own lir-.t overnight experience m a faith home C'll11e in 
May \\hen I \\<1.., the weekend gue~t of Pa<:.tor Edwin Waldvogel. 
Dr, Blumhofer\ father, in the faith home h1) Ridgewood 
Pcnteco<:.lal Church operates 

Talk about a movmg experience! 
It wa ... ea<:.y to let my thought ... go back to the people who 

had come to mmi ... ter in lhb place or <:.tay for a few days on 
their way to and from mission fields. Just for s.tarte" 1 thought 
about Anne Eberhardt, B. T. BanI. Elder Eugene Brook .... James 
Sal ter, Gottfried Bender, Lawrence Olson. George Fi nnern , 
Nicholas Betsch], Donald Gee, and Alice Reynolds Flower. 

Wou ldn't you like to somehow record all of those Bible 
Mudies and prayer meeting ... ? 

If you were around during World War II. you'll not want to 
miss the cover MOry on A/G miniMry to mil itary personnel. 
Even jf you were not around during the 194(h. you' ll want to 
read about the ... c great evange lis.tic efforts through publications. 
the chaplaincy, serv ice centen., and pen-onal wit nessing. 

On page three is the story of Lewis and May Wi lson. two 
ministers who thought they never accomplished much for the 
Kingdom. After you read abou t their legacy, we'l! let you be 
the judge of that. 

Our other major feature is Glenn Gohr's. look at a Bible 
school that never graduated even one class. Ycl Midwest Bible 
School Icft i,-,> mark th roughout the Pentecostal Movcmen t. 

Again, may this issue of Heritaf.:e educate, en lenain. inspire. 
and bring back a few old memories. 

I t has becn my privi lege to attcnd several Di5lrict Counc ils 
this spri ng and meet many of our readers-somc who have 

to ld me, " I am a chaner subsc riber to Heritage." 
Maybe you're in thi s group . Then again. thi s. might be your 

Continued on page 24 

1lICSt Ih~ ~ntr Atabama District SlIperinl tndents .~ oon~ inlt,.-~ dUriD~ 
75110 Dlscric:1 Council in April, From lhe: It n. J. C. Thames, Marvin L. Smitb, 
and C,C, Hidk. 



Four Generations of Ordained AlG Ministers 

The Lasting Legacy 
of 

Lewis and May Wilson 
By Ruben A. Wilson, Jr. and Everett A. Wilson 

B apti~rn in the Holy Spirit in hi~ 
own home soon after associating 

with a "mall group of PcnlecoMab. in 
California"s fertile San Joaquin Valley 

Edrlor\ Mle. Heritage is illd~bl~d to R"!><'11 A 
\Hls/II/, Jr .. paSlOr of \\ ~JtmilUfl'r A \51.'111&1.\, 
Still/h'. l\inhill,l,'lOII, for J/lggellil/,I! IIII' lopi(' 
of Ihi,) /I'(I(lIrl' lI/U/ II'rilillg the illilial (/ra/l. 
!::I''''i'lt A. IIi/sOIl. aemlemir delllr til 8t'1i1(l111 
Bible Co/h'ge, SCNIS l'al/ey, Calij'ornill. mIll 
OIl1l'f membu.I of the Wilsoll fillllilv 11((1'(' pro
dded (l(idilimwl m(lleria/ alld illsight.\, jor {lIt' 

SlOn oflllll (e/llar/wble legacy. 

in the summer o f 1923 \Va" the climac
tic event of Lcwi>:. F. Wilson's spi ritual 
life and II turning point in hi!' career. 
Lewis remained l,ccluded for several 
days 10 savor Ihc a,"csome sense of 
divine presence Ihal envcloped him. 
avoiding conversalion and. as he laler 
told il. emilling slined shou ls and 
bun.ts of tongues to ex press his irre· 
pressible delight. 

Pasl fifty years of age and partiall y 
disabled by chronic rheumati~m and a 

~eries of acciuenb suffered Ihroughout 
Iw. adventurous early life. the d:lIry 
rancher ba,>J...eu in euphoria <1'> long a" 
possible before returning to the nov. 
navorless rouline of cari ng fur hi" 
'>Iock. Nc llher he nor hi " '" ife May. 
who rece ived her baptism "oon after· 
wan.!. could havc anticipated Ihal Ihey 
,"ere on Ihe threshold of the effective 
mini"try that , despite Ihe ir be"t efron... 
had el uded them. much les" that they 
would become the fin.1 of at lea"t four 
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generations of ordaincd Assemblies of 
Goll milllstcrs. 

The Wi hom . cxhilamting mid-life 
rcligiou~ experit!nct!, however, was not 
their first. Thc word hall gotten around 
quickly in the community of Yampa. 
Colorallo, in I<.X)I thai the prosperous 
young landowner who had married the 
headstrong schoolmarm had <,uddenly 
gotten religion! Lewis was known as ,I resolute, practical man, little given 
to sentiment and more reliant on his 
own "common scn<,c" than on provi
dence. On onc occasion when he 
di ... covered May reading a New Te ... ta
menl. he playfully parodied the exu
berant stylc of the frontier preachers 
of whom he had heard. The Testament 
quietly disappeared, but May, who had 
~carcely more religioulo upbringing 
than Lewis. would again raise the 
... ubject of their spiritual needs.' 

If Lewis and May were well 
matched, both determined and proud, 
their backgrounds were different. The 
daughter of a college-educaled civil 
engineer who had come west from New 
York State to seck his fortune, May 
was respectable, aspiring and responsi
ble. Lewis's early life, in contrast, had 
followed a tortuous course that began 
in Carthage, Missouri, when his 
mother died when he was nine years 
of age. Burying deep in his feelings 
the memory of his mother's tenderness 
and his frightened promise by her 
deHth bed to meet her in heaven, he 
thereafter rarely spoke of cit her. 

After working away from home for 
linle more lhan meals and a place to 
sleep, Lewis determined at age \3 to 
join his older brothers in northwestern 
Colorado, 200 miles over rugged, 
scenic mountains from Denver. The 
cnsuing years of unrelenting hard work 
and just getting by made him yearn for 
security and, as he put it, "something 
of his own." He learned to break horses 
and work cattle, and took jobs haying, 
huuling freight, and, briefly, herding 
sheep_ The latter episode proved bis 
rugged tenacity when, at the end of 
the seasonal cross-count ry drive, 
Lewis determined to walk the hundred 
mi les to the rai lhead rather than give 
up most of his summer's pay for a seat 
in the wagon of a rancher making the 
trip. Scarce ly 15, he and an older 
compan ion walked for 3 days and 
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Four Generations 
of A/G Ministers 
Twenty-one descendants of the late Lewis 
F. and May Wil\On have held mini<,tcrial 
credentials with the Assemblie~ of God . 
Including Lewis and May. four generdtions 
of Wilsons have been ordained-probably 
a first in the A~semblies of God. At the 
right are Ruben A., Ruben A .. Jr., Lewis 
F.. and William (in fron!), taken about 
1956. 

Ru ben A. Wilson. Jr. , ordained 195) 

nights across desolate country to catch 
a boxcar back to Denver. 

A succession of jobs on cattle 
ranches ended when his horse stum
bled and badly crushed Lewis's fool. 
Having previously sustained broken 
bones in similar mishaps, Lewis had 
plenty of time to reflect on the serious
ness of his injury and the possibility 
of never fully recovering. After a year 

Will iam E. Wilson. ordained 1975 

on crutches, when he regained enough 
use of his foot to think of finding work, 
he started south and came upon the 
Cripple Creek district of central Col
orado at the beginning of a mining 
boom that would eventually attract a 
settlement of 50,000 gold seekers. 
There Lewis met a relalive who, in his 
60s, needed a younger man to help 
him blast an assay hole in the granite 



roc\... for \\ hich he \\a .. \\ illing to grant 
Le\\ i .. a .. hare in Ihe minc"', ... toc\... nlr 
thc ne;...1 year Lc\\ I ... \\or\..etl at tlrilling. 
bla ... llng. anti digging. all the \\hile 
bUYIng lllto other claim .. \\ lth monel 
he earned hauling freight When hc 
tIred ot the hanJ. unrc\\arding \\or\... 
Le\\ i\ lert hI .. mining Interc .. h in the 
care of a fricnd and turned to mnching 
Le\\ i .. had had opportunity to ge l 
acquainted \\ ith the high plain .. coun
try then .. till open to homc .. tcading. 
and .. oon laitl claim to 160 acre ... \\ hich 
he began to .. tock \\ lth half-wild can Ie 
and mnge ho .... e .... 

S tand in g tall and .. elf-conrident. 
with clean-cut feature ... a rirm 

gaze and laug hin g blue eye~. and 
spo rtin g the c u~tomary handlebar 
mu .. tachc that identifi ed hIm a .. a 
mature man. Lewi .. made a 'triking 
fi gurc. Although "olllelime .. ru\tic. 
qui ck-tempercd and given to blunt 
language when he wa .. "riled up .. ' 
Lewi .. groo med hi .. wavy hair anti 
di .. played a touch o f vanl1y in the 
"C iC CI io n of hi .. c lot he.,. He was 
already becoming a favor ite of the girt.. 
who attended the frequen t community 
dance., when May wa .. pointed out to 
him by her brother. Lc\\-j .. did not 
forget the petite girl with large brown 
eycs and curly hair. the daughter of 
Preston King. Ihe civil engineer and 
local ju.,tice of the peace. 

In the pa.,sing month., the two had 
lengthy conve .... lI lion ... .,ornetirne., a .. 
they rode their favorite mounlS on 
afternoon ride.,. The rc stntined. 
authoritative manner that May usually 
displayed broke down under Le\\ i .. ·s 
wit and good humor. a .. hc recOllllled 
:.torie .. of the adventures he had cxperi
enced or heard of frontier life in the 
Rockie ... If her reserve and intellectual 
intere:.t .. were inappropriate for Lewi .. • 
rough. direct manner. hi., .. elf-confi
dence. determination and courte~y 
rca ~:.ured her that he was not JU St 
another cowboy. Although May had 
planned to join her older brother at 
co ll ege in Fort Colli ns in January 
1897. she announced at Thanksgivi ng 
that ~he would be teaChing her pupils 
at Yampa through the :.pring seme~ter. 
The two were engaged by Ch ri ~tmas 
and were married in September 1897. 
Lewis . 11 strap ping man of almost 
twenty-five. look hi s bride of not yet 

:!I home to a nc\\ log cabIn \\ lIh hand
plancd floor.. on the ranch that he had 
nametl after the Cripple Creel. nunc. 
"I\wert) Gulch ,. 

Whlle thc r.mch. \\ Ilh abundant 
p,hlure~ and \"lIer. held pro"'pcCh for 
pro\lding the famll~ \\ Ith a good 
llnng. the \\"il .. on\ future \\a, cn,ured 
by the ne\\.., that hi ... milling. ,tllCK. 
conte<,(ed for "Oille tllnc III the coun,. 
had Increa,ed III \alue to hring. S.1.600 
after attorne~,' fcc ... and conuni"'lon, 
Elated. Le\\ I .. bought more rangl' 'h'ICK 
and the nc;...t year. \\ hen a nelg.hl)or 
decided 10 retire and return to ~ I I'
.. o uri. he accepted Lc\\ I" offer of 
53.500 for anothe r 160 acre,. corn 
plete \\ ith a \ .. ell-con~truc tcd hou"'e, 
barn ... "hed ... and fencing. 

O\'erjoycd \\ ith Iheir good fonune. 
Lewi .. and May. \\-ith their young 
daughter Hazel. .. ettled IOto ilk \\ Ith 
enthu.,ia .. m. A, the month ... pa .. ,ed 
Ihey acquired .. ome of Ihe loc'll 'ym· 
bol .. of material .. uccc ..... IncludIng 
matched .. oml COlh that \\oultl milKe 
a hand .. ome driving team. Ll'"i .. al .. o 
tmded S 1.000 \\orth of Cilllie to the 
ho~ tmder JlIn Norvell for an eboll) 
Percheron .. wllion. Surveying hi .. \\cll
watered acreage. hI " fattening c:mle 
and sieck hor:.es. Lewi .. had finall) 
gOllen everythlllg he had hoped for. 

Le\\i s\ con te ntmen t \\a ..... ho rt 
lived. however. Trilged y \trucK the 
communit y wh e n in 1\\ 0 .. epa rat e 
incident., within a period of 2 week, 
a boy whom May had laught at .. chool 
and their neighbo r on the next ranch 
who \Va .. haying \\cre killed by light
ning . Stunned. the .. ettlement that had 
had little previou .. ., lIcec ..... ll e .... e n 
organizing a Sunday School inviled a 
cowboy evangcli:.!. Lewi .. \ friend JlIn 

'orvell. to conduct meetIng". ~ I ay 
pled with Lewi .. to taKc her into to\\ Tl 

for the rcvival ~er\" ice ... At the elo .. e 
of the fi~t night'~ me~~'lge. \\hen May 
listened to Lewis negoti ate \\ ith God 
at the makeshift altar ... he knc\\ .. o me
thing profound had taken place III her 
husband. Lewis later ex plained hi~ 

spiritual struggle: 

All of my life I·d lraded and .... orked und 
sa\cd. trying 10 gel \olIIcthing of 111) 
own. I had all kind~ or ~cl-b:tck ~ 
broken bones :md ' .... 0 blank 'I)()I ~ in Ill) 
memory ..... hcn IlIlighl lh "' ell hu\c heen 
dead. I finall) gOI land and callte and 
hor;cs. bUI the longer I Ii\cd. Ihe morc 
I suw Ihal Ihc Ihing~ of ,hi, ",arid did 

Iltll '311'(}, Gild 'pared n~ ttl rllld .... hal 
I .... a' louklll): fur Alia'" I l~l\Ind II 
\<'Illelhmg Ihal .... vutd endure lor lime 
and clcmll~ I ftlund II'UI:" n<:hn. 

Mil) \..ne\\ that he meant bU'llle" 
\\ hen ... he o\crhearu him lutcr. ··UlnJ. 
I'll !!i\C up e\el") thing I'\c gut . It you 
\\anl them. I'll gi\'c up my .. orrc! 
COlh!" 

t\t\) \\:\ .. ,upponl\e 01 Lc\\I .. a .. he 
began to 'eel. .. orne mean ... of rn,lklng 
good on hi, promi\e 10 ,cn!! God A ... 

a church 'pr.lng from the ... c\·eml ... core 
CllTl\,cn ... of the revi\al. Lc\\ i .. met a 
lluni ... ter connected \\ ith the tmimng 
,chool recentl) opent.!d by the 
t.!\angelt't 0\\ ight L \Iond). Withlll 
:I Ie\\ lllonth, Lc\\ I ... and t\lay h:uJ ,old 
Iheir ... to,K and lea .. ctl their propcnle.., 
and In 190:! arrivcd at \1 001.1) Bl hle 
In,titule III Chicago Il e\"cnh \\(m ld 
I)rO\t.! that Le\\I'. \\llh ,e:m.:ely an) 
fnnnal educatIon. \\'h poorly pn'pan:d 
to taKe ad\antagl' of the OpportUllltlC' 
thaI tht.! In"tl tute prmidctl. the Wil· 
.. on .. ' \\illingnc.., .. to prepan: for Chn, 
tian .. cn'ice \\ .... amply re\\;\rdcd \\lth 
ne\\ pcr-.peCII\C" 

~ I()ody Bible lmillute In 1'Xl:! \\.1'. 

Illtmn..,ition. At t\loody\ death In 1899 
leader .. hip had pa .... cd 10 Reuben 
Archer Torrey. who rcplaced the 
fou nder"" Ie .... formal approach to lay 
mllll<'\fY tralOlng wi lh :1 .. Iructured 
curricululll and a re .. ide11l faculty. A 
Yale-educated .. cholar who had pur
.. ued the curre nt theologic111 trcnd ... III 
the United StHle.~ a~ \\ c ll a ... In .. e\·cI1l1 
Europcan univcr.,itic ... before eme rging 
a.., a champi on of thc hi .. toric Protc .. wnt 
faith. il wa .... aid o fTorrcy that he could 
"kncel be~ide a drun" III a mi .. "ion or 
exp lain the gospel at an elegant dlTlner 
table'" SlUdent ... \\ould typically ... pend 
the moming III Biblc ... ttldy and Ihen 
engage in .. ome practIcal mlTlI .. try 
during the afternoon .. or eVenlllg. ... 
Cla .. ~c .. mn Tue .. day through Saturday. 
\\ ith five Chri..,tian nllni~try "appoint
men",," such a .. re .. cue mi ..... ion .. er
vice ... open-air meetlllg..,. ho"pilal and 
jail .. erv ice ... each \\ eeJ... 

The Chicago experience for Le\\ i .. 
was overwhelming. Scarcely litemte. 
he \\-ould li\1en dutifull y to the in.,truc
tor-. and lhen take the wrillen n()te~ 

loaned to him by fr iend .. horne to May. 
who would then .<.Iudy the le~ .. on .. and 
tutor him . Complex life in the city 

Continued on page 17 

AfG HER1TAGE, SUMMER 1990 5 



The Assemblies of God 
and World War II 
An Exemplary Outreach to Military Personnel 

Part I 

A growing darknc .... covered the 
canh 50 year. ago Ihi., .. ulluncr. 

It \Cern ... thaI people in the world were 
either dodglllg bomb .. or preparing 10 
go 10 war. SlOric<, of demh. dying. and 
fear lIppcarcd on every front page and 
could be heard on niglHly radio new., 
broadca .. , ... 

By 1940 Adolph Hiller had o\crrun 
part ... of Europe. Benito Mu .... olini 
ficxcd hi.., mu .. clc .. again .. ! hclple .... 
Ethiopia and other .. mailer nation'>, In 
the Far Ea ... ' hpan'., expansion agenda 
thrcil1cncd 10 throw that pan of the 
world Il1tO war. Somehow in 1hal 

pivollli 1940 the United Slale!>. had 
managed 10 remain neutm1. but wheels 
were beginning to turn. preparing the 
country in the event war came. Presi
dent hanklin O. Roo .. cvclt called for 
the building of 50,000 military planes 
a year. And in October the Selective 
Service Tmining and Service Act went 
into effect. 

During thi s dark period prior to the 
United States' entry into armed con
flict, Assemblie:o. of God leadcr~ 
became concerned about ministry to 
the men and women who wou ld be 
serving in the military. 

The co ncern prompted orricia l 
action at the 19th General Council held 
in Minneapolis, September 5- 11 , 
1941 -only 3 months before the 
Japa nese bombed Pearl Harbor. 

General Superintendent Ernest S. 
Williams spoke of the tragic wa rs 
around the globe and then called for 

Compill'll from IlfIlmbhshl'd papers in Ihl' 
l \ssemblil'S of Go(1 Archil'l's: "5(li1ll$ Aglow: 
Four/h DI'('ade. TIH'lIIielh Cell/llr}~ .. by Ruby 
M. Em11r1. wul "The HillOr, of the Orgllni:a-
1I0llai DI'I'elo",II I' III allli Ministry 10 IIII' 
MiIiWrv, " /1\' LeOll G. Kircher. Jr. 
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spiritual read mess. "The world pa!.sed 
through a serious crisis dUring the fiT\t 
World War," he reminded ministeri 
and delegates "Now the \\.'"orld faccs 
a crisis which gives promise of becom
ing more scvcre, .. God ha~ placed u~ 
in the mid~1 of thi~ hour. We have a 
place to fill.'" 

The need~ of military pen.onnel was 
one of the segments of ~oc ie ty Fred 
Vogler si ngled out in his message to 
the Counci l. Much drunkenness 
among the soldi ers tore at Vogler's 
heart. "My friends," he pleaded, "we 
mu!.t reach these boys in every way 
possible by God's grace."! 

OtheT\ added their voices in chal 
lenging the movement to evangel ize 
military personnel. Raymond T. 
Richey, who had ministered to military 
personnel during World War I, urged 
the delegates 10 become in vo lved. 
"Surely we ~hould take thi~ burden 
upon our hearts," he said, "pmying 
and giving that hundreds of thou~ands 
of soldier,.; may be brought to Christ, "1 

Another strong advocate of mini~try 
to the military, Zelma Argue, encour
aged the Cou ncil to get involved. She 
and her father A, H. Argue had seen 
the mi s~ion field in the military and 
were ministering in the vicinity of 
training camps. 

Thi s 1941 Council. with its timely 
theme. "Our Place in the Present 
World C ris is," resolved that it was 
essential for the movement to "main
tain spiritual watchcare over our boys 
(and girl s) in the armed service and to 
evangel ize the unsaved.'" 

The motion was adopted with provi
sion Ihat the Home Missions Depart
ment, directed at Ihe time by Vogler. 
should take the responsibility of devis
ing a plan to carry oul the ministry. 

It was the start of a ministry to 
military personnel that would have a 
tremendous spiri tual harvest and bring 

the A~sembl ies of God much recogni
tion and appreciation all the way from 
U.S. bases 10 faraway battlefields and 
ships at sea. 

Ministry to thc military sponsored 
and encou raged by the Home Miss ions 
Department would eventuall y include 
the Headquarters operation, publica
tions. local churches ministering to 
nearby military base personnel. ser
vice centers ncar military bases. and 
personal evangelism wi thin the 
mi litary branches-one-on-one 
evangelism, 

This two~part article will examine 
each of these areas of mini stry, 

A s a result of the 1941 General 
Council decision, the Asse mblies 

of God was expanding its ministry to 
military personnel by the time the 
United Stutes entered the war on 
December 7. 1941. 

Anyone close to the many efforts 
around the world could see that the 
spiritual welfare of military personnel 
became the number one priority of the 
ministry. And the resulls of the minis
try are perhaps no less exem plary than 
any other evangelistic outreach spon
sored by the denomina ti OIl. Even 
today, nearly 50 years later, ministry 
to the military has a high priority 
through the chaplaincy. 

With the headquarters staff leading 
the way, every di st rict became involved 
in ministry to the mili tary. Thousands 
of military personnel found Christ as 
personal Savior. Many of these latcr 
returned and joined Assemblies of God 
congregations: o thers entered Bible 
colleges and prepared for the minis
lry-some even returned as mission
aries to countries where they had 
served with the armed forces. 

Perhaps the most im portant tools 
used in reaching military personne l 
were Reveille, a small nondenomi na-



Wodd WlIf I velerull Myl'r 1\",rlnHlIl, all honored 
faeuh y member "I Centoll Bihle InSlilu tl' in 19·U. 
becamt' Ihl' e-ditor of Re,'eille and St'n"d unlil 
1943, the year of his d C:llh . 

w 

Assi5lanl Gellcrul SUIJoCrillll'ndcnt Ut'fl \ \'t'bh and 
Ernesl E KIIIIII>!ilhy dis pl:l)" a Re"eille coin card 
from Ihe \\bodhinc (10"'1) Christ's Amba.ssadors. 

Hcmlqm'rtcrs slafT ~tllmn).! en\l'l()pc~ for n)ililllr~ rnini~lr:> during \\ul'lrl "liT II. 
More Ihan 1-1 million eupi~ uf RC''I'il/l' ",('n' di~lrihull-d durin).! th .. "1Ir. 

Yuuth from Houstun's E"\Il):di~tic lbllple r'The Gn~pcl Li).!hl Ikij.!9dc"j mcdin): " 
troop tmin during Ihe "ur. E\"r~' Ulllll nnd "\Hllan in uniform "US olTcn'tllhc plIckel 
of tracts :md Rel'eillc III left. The chu rch ul~o ll1ini~tl'n:d to nCllrh~ buses. 

A typic-al sen-ict' center. this one in downtm", Springfield. ~1isso ufi . . \lore thlln -10 
""ere operate-d by Assemhlil'S of God churches lind ministers during the ",If. 



tional periodical. and a "'erie, of 
colorful tmch 

R('\'('illt,. with World War I \'ctemn 
Myer Pearlman a'" edilor and Charle ... 
Ram..,ey a ... illu..,tr,ltor, became an 
lIl..,tant hit "lIh military IX'NlIlTlcl ,md 
the Li S govcrnrnent. It .... ;.1, ..,aid that 
Rl'I't·iII(, wa, '0 .... ell reccl\ed by the 
go\,ernment that It tlcca11le thc only 
nong()\'cmmcntal rcli!!inu, public,1I ion 
to he !!1\'cn free ptl..,tagc ttl ,my war 
lone In World \\far II 

In 11\ 52· month minl'tf)' during the 
war yt.!ar.. 15 j..,..,ue.., "ere publi..,hed. 
averagin!! nearly a million copie.., 
each' 

Hundred.., of chaplain.., of other 
dcnominatl(lIl.." recogni/ing Ihal 
Rt'I'l'illl' v.a.., meeting a need. were 
eager to have the periodical for di..,tri- The ann) and nav~ J.:ellinl: 1000elher around Ihe '1lI1ck liar al Ihe Tucoma. WashinJ.:ton. scrdcc « nler. 

but ion And A ... ..,ernblie.., of God 
churchc'l u ... cd it for an evangeli."ic 
1001 One chaplain wrote: "Th ... publi
cation ... the 1110'" charmmgly alive 
rcligioU', cHort I have ever '>cell •. One 
copy I'CJX)rtl'dly wa .. read by 1.000 men 
and wornell 111 ulllform. 

Not :111 copic .. of J(('w'iIIt' reached 
de..,ired de..,tinatlon..,. though it may be 
..,uppo..,ed that mo.." of them did. 
Gerald Wibon. who i ... now a ..,uper
vl..,or In the mailmg depanmcnt at thc 
A..,..,emblic ... of God hcmJquarter.. tell.., 
of (me ca..,c 10 poim 

While on hi.., way to the 8th Army 
Il eadquarter.., in Yokohama. Japan, 
after the war, Wibo!l ~aw R('\'ei/fes 
",call ered on the ..,Ireel olll..,ide the Army 
IX)..,t officc. Ev iden tly II bundle of the 
period ical accide ntally had 10..,' it'> 
binding, " I knew in., tan tly what it wa.., 
noating about. ·· Wil..,on ... aid. " I knew 
by the coloring thalli wa ... R{'\'dfll'. "0 

Raymond T. Richey orlen <,aid thai 
duri ng hi., mlllimy in World War 

I th'lllhcrc \\ere a]\.\-ay.., convert .. In hi .. 
<.,cr\,icc., 10 military pcr<,onnel. He 
knc .... that a IremcndoU''I need cxi.,tcd 
among the military even before 
America became in\'olved in World 
War II. 

"We 'law thing!'. 1,haping up for 
<lnOlhcr Wor ld War. and I look a tri p 
aero .... the count ry." he .. aid. "and gal 
120,000 people to promise they would 
pray at lea.,1 30 minute., a day ... lf the 
people wi ll pray, God wi ll do .. orne· 
th ing." Not on ly that. blu Richey asked 
people to "igo a ]>Clition for a national 
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Day of Prayer 
In 1940 a national Day of Prayer 

wa!. proclaimed. IIldicatlng that early 
on Chri.,tian ... had begun pmying for 
the nation· ... uniformed people 

When the v.ar broke out. Richey felt 
the Lord had made it clear to hun that 
he again wa.., to mini..,ter to military 
pcr.onncl ncar training ba..,e., Through 
Ihe genero.,ity of concerned peuplc 
acro~ ... the nation he wa ... able tu buy 
a large patriotic red. white. and blue 
tent-80'xI50', 

The tent went up fir.t ncar Camp 
Blanding. Florida, re..,ulting in 1.612 
military men and women kneeling at 
the altar to accept Chri ... t a.., Savior. In 
the month!:> that fo llowed, the tent wa.., 
pitched near ..,core ... of training center. 
where tholl ..,ands were ... aved, 

John Sitton i ... another example of 
an individual minbterillg to mi lital)' 
personnel during World War II . 

During World War I. "hile Sinon 
lay "ga~..,ed·· in a milital)' ho..,pital in 
France, he promi ... ed the Lord he "ould 
yie ld hi~ life fully and make Chri..,t 
kno\\ n if he were healed. Upon return
ing to the United State~. Sinon wa<:. 
decorated with a Purple Heart. He 
attended Central Bible In..,titute (no" 
College). Springfield. Mi<:.<:.ouri. Dur
ing the 1940!:> this veteran and his wife 
were engaged in a ..,ucce..,..,ful mili tary 
hospi tal ministl)'-gaining entrance to 
any hospi ta l becau..,e of the Purple 
Heart he wore, 

From dozens of battlefronts. 
wounded men were tran~po rt ed to 

military ho.,pitah here in the State.., for 
treatrnelli and convalescence. In one 
rally the Sitton ... were in<:.trumental In 

leading 400 men to the Savior. A.., thi.., 
dedicated hu..,band-" ife team went 
from ward to ward. it wa~ not unu..,ual 
for 40 or 50 men to be saved in a day. 
The Sinon~ trained youth in nearby 
churchc<:. to distribute literature and 
mini ... ter to the ..,piritual need .. of the 
wounded. ' 

Evangelistic Temple in Hou..,ton 
"'Ixm..,ured a vel)' active youth group 
called the Gospe l Light Brigade. 
Jo ... eph L. Gerhart. son of the church's 
pa .. tor and nephew of Raymond T. 
Richey. led the Brigade in an ambi
liou.., ministry to military pcr.-.onne l. 

During a IO-month period in 1942 
a Brigade report shows that 300.000 
pieces of gospelliterature-NewTeMa
men t ~. Gospels. Rel'eilles, and 
tract!:>-were distributed. ~ Another 
report, cove ring a shorter period. 
revealed Ihat 12.000 servicemen were 
contacted at the Houston train depot. 

A tmin porter. Alexander Harding. 
vo lunteered to help the Brigade in 
dissemination of litemture. Although 
Harding was a Baptist, he g ladly 
accepted the Assemblies of God liter
ature and distributed it to servicemen 
as the trains rolled out of Houston. 1O 

What was said of Evangel istic Tem
ple could be said of many Assemblies 
of God congregations across the coun
try, A typical notice published in the 
Peflfec:osw/ El'ol/gel is this one from 
the Northwest: 



Gospd Publishin.!! Houst' fOI"Cmlln J, Otis 
lI ar rl'lI, Hcond from Idt, and Hllrr) 
J ne~er, dirtttor of the AlG Seniccmen's 
l)cllllrtmcnt. " ilh a shipment of Rrl" iIIt' 
maga:tint'S headed for tr.oinint.! bast'S lmd 
" llr zont'S Ilround the " odd , The CMl les 
lIn:' t:lbcled, "Essenti:11 Go'\'rnmcn' Ship. 
men!. I'LEASE RUSH," and "\'1'1' shippro 
al j:o,\,nunent e"lK'nS(". Abo,,,. a t) I,iclll 
Rel'fillt' cartoon h) Charles RlmlSa}. 

"Frank Gray, Superintendent of the 
Nonhwest District Council, sends us 
notice of a mission for servicemen 
which has been opened at 1316 Pacific 
Ave., Tacoma, WashinglOn, under the 
leadership of Brother and Sister Levi 
Larson. Those having relatives and 
friends stationed at Fort Lewi s , 
McChord Field, Camp Murry. or other 
military posts near Tacoma, may write 
Brother Larson either at the Evangeli s~ 
tic Center or at his home. " II 

Assemblies of God congregations 
frequently were urged to minister to 
se rvicemen: "Let us make eve ry 
Assembl ies of God church a real home 
church to servicemen," one publica
tion reminded its readers. As a result, 
many servicemen were saved and 
nurtured spiritually; and they found a 
warm we lcome and a home-cooked 
meal in the homes of church members. 

A woman who had been an invalid 
for 10 years also shared in the joy of 
witness ing. Violet Tallentire of New 
Smyrna, Florida, wrote to the Pen· 
lecoslal Evallgel aboul her method of 
mi nistering 10 serv icemen. 

"1 am nOI able to be out in active 
service for my Lord," she wrote, "but 
on the days my strength permits me to 
be out of bed. I get in our car and go 
down to the main streel of Ihe city. 

While my :.i ster. , .goe:. into the '>tore '> 
to shop, I beckon to the CoaM Guard 
men as they pass by and give them a 
Rel'eille and a lracl. " ,1 

Howard Bush, who became Penin
sular Florida superintendent in 1942 
and would become an as:.iSlant general 
superintendent in 1960. often was seen 
passing out literalure to military men 
and women ." 

The desire to see men saved before 
heading into battle zones prompted 
personal witness ing everywhere , 
Harry Jaeger. director of the Service~ 
men's Department, to ld about eating 
in a restaurant when some '>oldier:. 
walked in. "We engaged th em in 
conversation," he wrote fo r Chrisl·S 
Ambassadors Herald, "and pointed 
them to Christ, and four of them were 
saved right in that restaurant. Wilhin 
24 hours one of these boys was on 
board ship bound for the war zones in 
the Far East. " 1' 

And in the heart of Jaeger and many 
others ministering among servicemen, 
·'He was saved in the nick of time ." 

TO BE CONTINUED 
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Editor's Note. Did Ihe ASSl'lIIblirs of God 
Sen 'kernen's Departmcnt minisler 10 you 
during World War II ? If yOIl or someollr you 
know were sa\l!d as a result of Ihis ministry, 
please \\ rill:' 10 Herilage III 1445 Boonville, 
Springfield. If you htl\\' copies or Imcts or 
other materiat produced by the Scn in'IIIl'n's 
Oeparlllll'nl, please ... rit e ... ilh II lisl of 
maleria ls you are willing 10 donale to the 
Archi\"CS. 
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The Ounclln si~le" o!",l'1Iled 
Ihi!! railh home in Rocheslu. 
New lurk. From Ihe left. Ill1l1ie 
l)unelln. Susan A. l)unCIOn . lind 
Flil.lIhelh I)uncan lJaker, A 
lourth si~1tr. NelliI:' I)uncan foell. 
l~ ' 1{)1 piclUn-d. 

Lifeon 
FaithLines 
Faith Homes and 
Early Pentecostal Values 
"In the first decades of American Pentecostal history, faith 
homes were frequently hubs which provided hospitality to 
itinerent workers and training for would-be mmisters, 
offered a regular schedule of services, and sometimes 
commissioned missionaries and published tracts and other 
religious literature." 
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By Edith L. Blumhofer 

M y earliest memories are of a faith 
home. The words "faith home" 

never :oeemed !.1range to me. for they 
described the place I Ji\ed-a large house 
in a residential neighborhood in Queens. 
New York. owned by the Ridgewood 
Pentecostal Church. Our family shared the 
premises with an array of Christian work
ers who served the Ridgewood Pentecostal 
r-ellow~hip and were known to us childre n 
as "aunts," "u ncl es," "brothers" and 
"sisters." There "'ere usually between 12 
and 14 of us at meals. and our numbers 
were frequently swelled by the arrival of 
vi si ting missionaries and ministers from 
around the world. 

When I was six. my family moved to a 
home of our own, but our lives continued 
to revolve around the faith home. When I 
went home from school for lunch, it was 
to the faith home: when we had a school 
holiday, we attended morning worship 
(conducted daily from 9-11) at the faith 
home: and our extended family in the faith 
home was an important part of every 
birthday, graduation and holiday 
celebration. 

The concept of a "faith horne," I soon 
discovered, was unfamiliar to my school 
friends, teachers. and vinually everyone 
in my life who was not part of our 
fellowshi p. I fumbled for ways to explain 
life in this ever-changing extended family. 
The life was different from what my peers 
knew. but it was enriching in many ways
a life that I am grateful to have 
experienced. 

As I grew older and leamed more about 
faith homes. I realized that they were once 
fai rly common in the religious subculture 
with which Pentecostal s identified. It 
seems now thai I always knew about 
several - four in Zion City. Ill inois: one 
long gone-in Rochester, New York: one 
near Oakland, Cal ifornia. These were 
highly regarded in our circles in part 
because of the indomitable men and 
women who made them centers of spiritual 
vitality: Eugene and Sara Brooks. Martha 
Wing Robinison, Susan Duncan, 
Elizabeth Baker, and Carrie Judd 
Montgomery. 

In the first decades of American Pen
tecostal history, faith homes were fre
quently hubs which provided hospitality 
to itinerant workers and training for would
be ministers, offered a regular schedule of 



service.,. and .,ometlme., commi"',iont:d 
ml!>~H)naries and publi!>hcd tract., and 
other rcligiou~ litcralUre. 

A ... the term "raith" Implie.,. re",dcnt~ 

or raith homes lived live~ or .. imple tm.,1 
10 God ror their temporal need~. The 
homes had no guaranteed Income. no 
endowments. nor did the} charge for 
ho!>pitality. Sirictl} ~peaking. or COUl'\oe, 
countle!>s Penteco~tal mini~ter~' home~ 

were "raith home~ .. But by the time 
~ntecoslalism emerged. the tcnn al~ had 
a more public aspect. describing racilitie~ 
in which groups or Chri~tli.lll worker. 
under the super.' i~ion or ad.nov.ledged 
leader<, lived and ministered 

Faith homes. thell. predate PCllteco~

talism. Late in the 19th century. !)eveml 
were operated in various part., or the 
country by those who taught di\ ine heal
ing. John Alexander Dowie. ror one. 
opened !)everal healing home~ in Chicago 
in the 18905. He v.elcomed thoM: who 
desired prayer ror physical need!). provid
ing communal meals. regular Bible study 
sessions, and prayer services. It is nOI 
surprising that rour early Penteco.,tal raith 
homes later were located in Zion. lIIinoi!), 
the utopia Dowie rounded. Run by several 
or his ronnel" associates who had rorsaken 
Dowie's Christian Catholic AposlOlic 
Church ror Pentecostalism. they per
petuated a model Dowie had round userul. 

A. B. Simpson. rounder orthe Christian 
and Missionary Alliance. supervised a 
simi lar racility in New York. Charle., 
Parham (the self-proclaimed "progenitor" 
or AmeriClm Pentecostalism after 1901) 
operated a healing and resl home in Topek:!. 
from 1898 to 1900. r11lnk Sandford carried 
the conce pt further in his grandiose 

Dr. Edt/II Blumhofu .s Ih~ profrct d,rutor of Ih~ 
IlUlilrll~ for Ih~ 51Ud\ of F.llm.tr~lic(jlism unJ MS;5IUn/ 

pf(/f~sjor of hiSlOn /II 11'I,ewon ColI~f.!~. 5i1~ ;s Ih~ 
11II111Or of II,~ II ..... IW(H'O/i,,,,e hism,,' A~'>Cmb1ics of 
God A Chapcer In lhe SIOI) of Amencan Pcmee~_ 
IlIlism alUl Pcnlt'COSI ,n M~ Soul 

HaM W. Wald~l. kHJndcr 0( this liIith homt' and Ihf WidR~ 1\'nlt<'OSlal ChI/nil tn (JuNn., ........ 
'orl... is sho¥i-n ,,-ith hi§ ~stt'r~. \IIlhor of thIS ar1idco. Edilh \\aklW>Rd Hlunlhokr, "as rntl't'd hfr?_ 
Coor1e'S) or ~:d ... ;n \\\l.ld>Ot:t'I. 

attempt to con.,truC1 a hub for God .... 
Kingdom in his communit) at Shiloh. 
Maine. Mo~t faith home" v.C're f.lr more 
mode~t in both prelel1'>iom. ;lnd e\pecta· 
lions. Pentecoswh appmpriatl!d the faith 
home model becau<.e it aptl) suited their 
<,en<,e or appropriate life '>lyle and It facili
tated their passion for ~piritual renewal 

F aith homes. mirrored ~e\eral ha<.it:: 
features of early ~nteco:.tali .. m FiN. 

early PentecO'>lals. fiercely committl!d to 

restoring New TeMalllellt practice. otien 
eschewed fonnal training ror II1l1li .. t!) and 
opted il1\tead rorcongregational polity and 
"hands on" training or a<,piring worker. 
under the o\-ersighl of experienced mini,· 
lers. Faith home, were independently 
operated (M>metime .. owned by congrega
tions: sometimes spawning them) and thu~ 
nurtured the highly coveted "freedom in 
the Spirit" thut early Pcnteco.,tal., believed 
would be "quenched" by organillng them
sclves into denominatiOI1\ Faith home., 
offered the opportun ity ror training under 
more experienced men and women: for 
rrequent ~essions of prayer. wor.hip and 
study; and ror accountability in daily 
living. Since they brought togethcr a 
reJati\ely small number of people. their 
struCturc~ and schedulei> were fle>;ible and 
adaptable. allowing participanti> to adjust 
their li ves to-as one early Pentt:co,tal put 
;t-"the Holy Ghos.l\ latest." In i>hort. 
theoretically. at lea~1. they did not 
"quench" the Spir;\. 

Second. the early Perlteco!)tal emphasi., 
on "faith" often included the imi<,tence 
that Ihe "highest" ChriSlian life was one 

of utter dt'pt:ndt'llt't' (III G(xI Illr 'pmtu,ll. 
ph) ,,1.'.11. and t~·Ill['W.lrJ.1 Ill'ed, Tl'll"e \\ ho 
't'n ... cd a "l'all" tIl mini,try fn:4ucntl~ 
t'lllt'oarkt:d nn Ii\('~ (II fin,lnl'ial unl'l'naint~ 
~lini,ter. rcct'i\ed no ,,,larit:, (lr !x'llcfih: 
mi, .. ionarie, \\crc a, ... urt'd no .. upport. 
ilmerJ.llt v.\lrkl·1'\o didllllt kllov. \\ here Ihc~ 
would ~lct'p or v. h,lI Ihc~ might find 10 

cat To ht: ~ure. till'" Iifc ... t~1c W,h not 
cxelu"i\d~ l\'ntCCO,I.11 Faith mi, .. i{lIl" 
and mini'tr1e<o had Ot:gun In pmlileratt' 111 

the United Slate, ... e\t'rJ.1 decadt', Ot:fllre 

Many Pentecostals 
identified with faith homes 
in places like Zion, Illinois; 
Rochester, New York; and 
Oakland, California. 

the Pentt:C(htal 11l(l\elllC'llt emerged r.\;,n~ 

American .. re\ered George Mueller. the 
well-known PlymoUlh Brother who\e lilllh 
orphanage .. in Bri~101. Lngland. generated 
11 .,Ieady .. upply of "orie .. of mimculou .. 
pro\ision of fO(ld and fuel. In thi .. milieu. 
for ~nteco .. t;lh a:. for other e\illlgelic'II ... 
raith home .... erved at lea't twO purpme .. : 
Ihey weTC te\limonie .. to God\ pron,ion 
of life\ ba_,ic ne<:e.,.,itie~ in re"p()ll-.e to 
prayer: and they weTC ,chooh of raith for 
people who anticipaled the uncertaintie .. 
of independent Penteco .. tal mllll .. tric, 
around the world 

Third. faith horne .. oflcred ho~pl1ality. 
Itinerant worker<,. mi .. sionariei>. and visi
tor<, from abroad were as .. ured aCC0I111110-
dations. rood. and "pirilual nurture in thc 
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friendly envm)n<, of .. uch home .. In an em 
whc:n church hudget .. wert! at be"t minimal 
and freewill offering" weI'(' uncenain. faith 
home~ filled a ,ital function The opponu· 
nily for re~t and .... pirilual relre .. hing among 
like minded people that the d'11I), morning 
wor,hlp time .. and frequent c"el1lng 
prayer.. provided made a ... i .. it to a faith 
horne the clo .. c ... t experit:ncc 10 a ncation 
that some carly Penteco<,tal worker.. could 
anticipate_ In the ir world, .. pi ritual realitie~ 
were lItlell!>t a~ vivid a~ the ..e nsual world; 
clirnality po'>ed an ominoU', threat. A week 
at a faith home·--offering inspiration and 
renewal wa\ far more al1raeti"e than a 
traditional vacation. for it tendered 
... piritual succor as well as phy,>ical rest. 

fuurth . while their place in traditional 
pulpit... wa .. hotly debated in evangelica l 
circle .. , women fou nd in faith homes 
extemi\,e opportunities to exercise their 
gift.,. Severnl faith hOllle'> weI'C founded 
by women-Mlmetime .. by women who 
them,>elve<, oppo,>ed the ordination of 
women 10 traditi onal ministry. Faith 
homes. then. had both spi ritual and social 
,ignificance. If primarily they were ~truc
turt!s through which individuals expressed 
th eir commitment to the Pent ecostal 
"Cl"\ion of the re,tomtion message. they 
lIlso filled vital social and educational 
functions. TrJ.ining included learning to 
live in the community harmoniously. 

r-or Penteco,>wb, faith home s were 
a1ternati\'e~ to Bible i nstitule~. biblically 
modeled "school~ of the prophets ." Some
times they were places of refuge as well 
whe re Pe lH ecostal s whose families or 
peers rejec ted them found new fa ith 
families that provided emot ional support 
and encouragement. They offered struc
ture and trai ning to fa ith workers whose 
lives - dedicated to responding to "lead
ing,>" of the Holy Spiri t- would otherwise 
have lacked accountability. Faith homes 
were com munities of likeminded people. 
and wi th in the community. they imposed 
3. degree of order on everyday livi ng. They 
differed in emphasis and outreach from 
place to place. tak ing on characteristics of 
their leaders . 

Usually. over time, they spawned net
works of men and women who had shared 
periods of traini ng or ministry under their 
auspices. Some had pri marily local signifi
cance. Others influenced large segments 
of American Pentecostalism. Most were 
independent of denominational affilililion. 
Many spawned, a variety of ministries. 
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Together the) Illumine a chapter in the 
Pentecostal pa<,t that offer.. lI1<,trUC!l\e 
in~ighh into early Pcnlt'co\tal identity. 
f"'Or.aking thi~-worldly a<,pirntion~. men 
and women embmced the faith life: faith 
home<, fac llililted that <,tep. combining the 
t.llenh of ... ariou~ people to forge influen
tial centers of Penteco .. tal teaching and 
piety. 

Several faith home .. influenced signifi
e:lI1t number; of people who identified 
with the A,\cmblies of God Some-like 
that run by "Mother" Mary Moise in St. 
Louis-lack written records. and their 
.. tories have been virtually lost. Other. 
ha,-e recovernble pash that help illumine 
the world of early Pcnteco~talism. Three 
of the se are the Elim Faith Home in 
Rochester, New York: the Zion Faith 
Homes in Zion, lIlinoi!>: and The Home 
of Pe:lce near Oakland. California. Each 
demonstrates the roles charismatic people 
played in organiting faith homes: the 
relationship between faith homes and 
perceptions of the New Testament model: 
the roles of women in faith home minis
tries: and the socia1. educational. and 
religious contributions faith homes made 
to early Pentecostalism. 

Elim Faith Home 
Rochester, New York 

O n April I, 1895 , Elizabeth Baker and 
her four sisters (all of whom had 

enthusiastically identified with "higher 
life" spirituality) opened a rented house in 
Rochester. New York, as a fai th home . 
Daughters of a retired Methodist minister. 
James Du ncan. the sisters had conducted 
house meetings during the early 1890s. 
The oldest. Elizabeth Baker. had moved 
to Chicago where she had become 
involved in extra-denominational higher 
Christ ian life gatherings . In January 1895, 
she felt impressed to return to Rochester. 
where, with her sisters. she rented a 
mission on Main Street and began conduct
ing night ly evangelistic services. The 
mission was a f<titb venture. opened when 
Baker became convi nced that God had 
instructed her to ·'ope n a nightly mis
sion ... and trust Me for the finances. " I The 
mission became the first of a series of faith 
enterprises. each the result of the sisters' 
conviction that God had c<tlled them to 
expand their work. 

The Elim Faith Home was their second 
faith venture. Baker's sister. Hatt ie Du n-

can. dc\cribed il!> origin and purpo\e: 
"Soon the Spirit beg:1I1 \0 prc~~ u~ to open 
a Home v. here tho~e \ed,ing healing of 
body could come and learn the wa) to 
tru,t, and be surrounded with an atmo..,
phere of faith, where tired mj .. ~ionarie<, 
and Chri .. tian worker<. could for a tllne find 
fe<,t for ~oul and body."- The ,i\ters' 
perception of the home and ih function is 
summarized 111 a poem Hallie Duncan 
quoted: 

This rest-home b.\" the way. 
'need not call il 'home,' 
'Tis bill Tit.\' gllest-house, ni[:ht and da.\'. 
Where pilf.Vims go anti come. 

For it is Thille. IIOt mine. 
Alit! therefore is 110 care. 
Yet I I/lIIst do my best with Thille 
To make il bright alld fair. 

To make it bright lIntl sweet 
For Thee and Thine alway. 
A resting-place for weary feet. 
To speed them 011 Thy W(ly.1 

While in theory the home was not "<t 
care:· in practice the si'>ters struggled to 

make ends meet. Si.\ months ofpmyer and 
periodic fast ing failed to yield rent money. 
Prolonged self-questioning issued in the 
conviction that they had so desperately 
wanted to honor God that they had tried 
"to make God keep His Word. and work 
on lines already fixed in our mind. called 
faith. thus putting Him in a wrong light 
altogether.··· God. they decided. wanted 
them rnther not to "pray so hard, or think 
so hard. or tug so hard at trusting. JUSt let 
[Hi m] have it all."1 

Like others intrigued by faith living 
during the 1890s . the sisters reinterpreted 
difficulties as tests of faith. Every detail 
had spiritual significance as they panici
pated in the co..,mic struggle of God with 
Satan, Assured that "trials" yielded ··con
quests, " they resolved to press on in spite 
of embarrassing shortages of fuel and 
insufficient funds. Within a year. the tide 
had turned. and they soon acquired their 
own property with adequate buildings for 
the home. a school. and a small publishing 
operation. They moved the Elim Faith 
Home into these quaners in 1898. 

By then they had learned much about 
faith home life. with its lack of privacy 
and emphasis on serving others. After 
opening the home, the resident members 
of the Duncan family never again ate a 
fami ly meal: using a term familiar to early 

Continued on page 22 
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The Midwest Bible School 
Remembered on Its 70th Anniversary 

By Glenn Gohr 

A nliclpation ran high In 1920 \\ hen 
groundwork \\a~ laid for the 

establishment of the rir'll General 
Counci l operated Bible I,chool at 
Auburn. Ncbm .. ka. ThaI ",:1\ 70 years 
ago. The Asscmblic ... of God fellow
.,hip was 6 year.. old at that tunc and 
well on its way toward impacting the 
world for Chri'll. 

Many of the founding fat hen. were 
anxious 10 sec thi.!. ,>chool slarted since 
education wa,:> one of the rive purposes 
for organizing the Assemblie .. of God 
in 1914. When "Ihe caW had been 
issued for meeting at Hot Springs. it 
was announced: "We may also have a 
proposition to lay before the body for 
a ge neral Bible Training School \\ ilh 
a literary department for our people." 

A school wa., not eSlablished in 
19 14. but two already exi~ting ~chool~ 
were promoted there - T. K. Leonard's 
Gospel School and R. B. Chisolm's 
Neshoba Holiness School in Mi ss i ~
sippi. Other independent or chu rch 
sponsored schools were in operation 
between 1914 and 1920. but there was 
no General Council ~chool. 

By the providence of God. the fi rst 
General Council school became a 
reality in 1920. A few years earl ier. a 
Methodist minister in the lillIe Mid
west town of Auburn. Nebra~ka. had 
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
with the evidence of speaking in 
tongues. He decided to become 
affiliated with the Assemblies of God 
in 1919. This man. George W. Hawley. 
had been ordained by the Methodi st 
Church in 1887 and had been a pastor 

Glen" Gollr ;$ II sml! 
member of Iht AlG 
Archi,·ts. 

I~ident S. \ . Jllmie-son. center. lind ~lldtnlS lind fiKutl} III \lid~ Kibk' Sdlool .• 920-21. 

for o'.:er 30 year-.. Now. at age 67. he 
could have easily retIred from the 
ministry. but in ... !Cad he decided to 
launch out on onc of the blgge'>t 
ventures of his life~ 

Having a seminary education him
self. Hawley felt a necd to promote 
Bible education in the As ... cmblie~ of 
God. Almost immediate ly aher he 

Although operating only a 
year in a converted hotel in 
Auburn , Nebmska, you'll 
probably recognize names of 
some students and their 
descendants. 

received credentials wit h the AIG in 
September 1919. he was able 10 ,>ecure 
the Avenue Hotel in downtown 
Auburn. Thi~ seemed 10 be a sui table 
building for a Bible ,>chool. so he 
contacted the officials in Springfie ld. 

After a season of prayer. the offic ials 
agreed 10 Hawley's offer to conven the 
building into a Bi ble school. Plans 
were made 10 purchase it from Hawley 
for $5.000. the amou nt he had origi
nally paid fo r it. The Avenue WaS a 
3-story brick building. 70 x 80 fee t in 
dimensions. with a basement. and waS 
cons tru cted in 1903 a t a cost of 

$20.000. II cont.lined 57 room' \\ ith 
'te'1m heat and e!cctrictly and \\ ii' 
It~ely \\onh at lea .... $10.000 In 1919 
\\-hen Hawley rurcll<l'~ed It and ollcrcd 
It to the A"emblie., of Gnu 

B y NlH'ember 1919. a board 01' 
director, had been e.,labli ... hcd 

and lin announcement wa ... made In the 
tWlI1gel conccrmng the opening of 
what wa., called the Midwe,t Bible 
School 10 bcgin January I. 192(). 
Twice du ring the winter of 1919-20 
plans wcre made 10 open the ,>choat. 
but thc official opening did not corne 
until much later. 

The tempomry board of director-. III 

1919 wa ... composed of rcprc ... entall\·c, 
from Ncbrd\ka. f>. l i.').')ouri. 1001,a. and 
Kan':oas . By January Ihi\ board con· 
\iSled of: J .e. Rediger. Milford. 
Neb raska. chaIrman: George W. 
Hawley. Auburn. Nebra ... ka. trea\urer; 
E. N. Bell. Springfield. MI\\ouri. 
!!ecretary: Joh n Goben. Luca .... IO\\(l; 

J. Ke ll y Campbell. Mt. Ayr. Iowa; 
Howard D. Stanley. Topeka. Kan ... a ... : 
J. W. Welch. Springfield. Missouri: 
John Holman of Nebra\ka ; and J . E. 
Shaw of Kansa~.· 

Because of a cracked furnace in Ihc 
sc hoo l building and a ~trike which 
prevented buyi ng coal. the school lir-,t 
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had til po\tponL' 11\ opening until 
March ~ The: trU\te:e:\ and board 01 
dlrel.:lo ..... <I},!re:cd 10 hold a convcntion 
at the ... ,ht'ol from I~bruary n-22 to 
earne: ... tly ... ed .. Glxi In ~half of the 
\(.;hool and lor pc ..... nnal need .... The la ... t 
""l'e~ of h:hruary \.\a ...... el a ... ide a ... an 
adJu ... lmenl tllne fnr nL'\.\- ... tudenl\ 
arriving at the ... elmol S A Jamil''''on. 
O~lahoma [)I ... tflct Chairman. and 
p ..... tor of the lamed "Hlth and Peoria" 
A ...... embty of God at Tuba. Oklahoma. 
hlld bl'c:n ... ecurc:d a ... prinr.:ip<11. and 
plan ... \.\ere In order for the ... pring 
opening 01 the ... choul 

BUI then anothc:r unlore ... c:en clr· 
cum,tance c:une atong 

In early h:hruary a nu epidemic 
... pread through ... nuthL'a ... t Ncbw,k,1 and 
clo,ed III on Ihe town of Aubllm. The 
mayor of the city dedarcd all churches 
and '>choul ... clo,ed because of the 
epidemic and reqlU! ... tcd the convc:ntion 
be delaycd , 

Finul plun ... for the upcoming ~mes-
ter \.\e:rc to be dl'>ClI ...... ed <It the conven-
tion. "'0 11 wa .. IInpo ...... lble 10 proceed 
wilh the March opening date. Once 
agaill. the ... chool opening had to be 
poMponed 

It .,eclm that the earlier ... cheduled 
opening ... for the "'ChtXll were not In 
God\ time plan. With the extm. months 
of preparation and lime to rai,e fund., 
for the ... chool property. repair'>. etc .. 
the .,chool wa., able to launch out o n 
better footing for the coming year of 
... tudy. 

Artcr urgent appeah to readcf\ of 
thc HI'(III~(}1 and d istrict officia l ~ in the 

\lid~ lIibll' Schoot f;lcull). froOI 1"01'. from left. 
E,,, Grooml"$. S.". JamiC<;l)n. \11"1. JlIllIiewn. 
lind ' In. Oron!; bad. 1"01'. l..aui"" "Ibllch. Eujttne 
\lcClell~. \11"1. \lc("lell~. lind J ohlHlnK Zo" . 

I'IIVll)'> (1)lltn'" (II \1" III 'I( K. ~IJI I I.(.~ It '"l II ~I J.. 
'1~l.l'IJ' '1I(J"fT"',." 1I11.~'I(~ ""011 lIL'TOKI('~ 1 <;(I("ll"n 

Midwe~tern State~. the 55.000 needed 
to purcha~e the building wa!- rai~ed. 

The A ...... emblie ... of God purchased the 
Avenue Hotel from George W. Hawley 
on April 12. 1920. 

The promi ... ed Midwest Convention 
which wa!- to precede the opening of 
the school wa~ held June 10-20. 1920. 
S.A. Jamie~on gave Bible lecture .. 
during morning ses ... ion., oftheconven
tion. other 'Iervice'l were held in the 
aftcrnoon. and cvangcli'ltic mcetings 
were conducted in the cvcnings. The 
mee tings wcre held in the school 
bui lding, and ovcrnight accommo
dations were provided on a freew ill 
offering basis inside the school. The 
board and interested supporters of the 
school made plans for the school to 

"Holy Rollers" Open Bible -r 

School in Auburn Hotel J. 
Auburn. 'leb. 0("1. S-(SIK!dal) 
The '1Idwest Penlecostal Sible School 

opened here Monda) \I ilh a complele facull, 
and SOstudenlS rrom all parts oflhe count!'). 

The J\'nlecoscal bod, has purchased the 
Ihree-sto!') hrlck building formerly known 
as Ihe 'wnue Hot('1 and coo,'Crted il into a 
colieRe. II is llroposc-d b) th(' secl to make 
it ooe of the largesc Bibles schools or the 
kind in the counl!'). II sen'CS Ihe states or 
Nebraska. IOW8. Kansas. Missouri. Cot
orado. Oklahoma and lhas as an educa
lional adjuoct of the religious body whidi is 
popularly known It!> "lhe Holy Rollers." 

The abOI'e news SlOry oppeond iff the 
Omaha Ilu, Ocwber 6, 1920, p. 5. The 
number of students was probably closer 10 -10 
than 80, accordin/{ to information now 
olV!ifahle. 
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open on October 4. and more than 
S-l.OOO in ca ... h and pledge ... v.ere rai .. ed 
to hclp pay for repairs and pro\'ide a 
fund for ... uppon of 'Itudent'l and 
tcache ...... 

LIke other early Bible school ... 
Midwe ... t wa ... operated on a "faith" 
ba ... i .... with faculty remunerations and 
other expenses paid from frecwill 
offcring... Still other montes were 
reque ... led to help pay necessary 
expenses. including a S 1.600 paving 
lax . 

An IntcreMing suggestion appeared 
in the July 10. 1920. issue of the 
Pt'IHt'COSUl/ Evallgel. As a way for 
...tudents to raise their own suppon to 
attend Bible school. they were encou r
aged to work in the whcat harvest 
during the months of Ju ly and August 
to earn between 55 and $7 per day to 
apply toward their school expenses. 1O 
Whether anyone took advantage of the 
opportunity is not known. but likc ly 
\Ome of the students did. Others were 
evangeliz.ing during that summer and 
raised support from gospel campaigns. 
Still olhers likely traveled to Auburn 
with faith that God would provide fo r 
their necds. 

One student. Nina (Englu nd) 
Renick. recalls that she had written to 
Bethel Bible Institute in Newark. New 
Jersey. The letter the school sent her 
told of all the things the students could 
nOI do. The school sounded overly 
strict and o ppressive. N ina's father 
said, " I ' III no t goi ng to se nd my 
daughter to a prison." When Mi dwest 
opened. her parents sent her there and 



Mid"l'sl musidllll~, fM)m Iht' left. I~II "'inl!. Edilh "Iuber. \Irs. b'll Groomc\ (Ic~~hcrl, I(ifhllrd 
Cllrmi(haci. ,\;inll Enjtlund. Opal I"nnock. lIa:(('I \Ierner. Winnie Smith. l>ai,~ }{(>nidi;, F\Ort'IICt:' l"ulll<o", 
and Eunice McClcwl"). 

paid her way ,0 that ,he did not ha\'e 
to find out:.idc work. " 

Whcn the 1920 General Council met 
September 21 -27, plan!i were finalized 
for the opening of the Auburn :.chool. 
It was considered "a direct anw.cr to 
prnyer to meet a crying need.'" The 
school W3:' intended to be a trnining 
center for young people caJted II1to the 
ministry, to promote the fundamentah 
of the go:.pel as taught by the apo~tle'l 
and endon-ed by Ihe A'I'Iembtie~ of 
God. It W<l:. recommended that MU
dents Mudy the Word 3112 year:., fottow
ing the example set by Christ in 
instructing the di:.ciple:.. '1 

W ithin the next week the Mudent, 
and leachers began arrivi ng at 

the new school. The ground floor of 
the school Wl\:' made up of a prnyer 
room. clas,rooms, b.ilhroom facilities, 
di n ing room , and kitchen. The 
Jamie:,ons had an apartment on the firsl 
floor. The second floor was u'led for 
the girls donn. and the third floor was 
the boys donn. I ' The walk-out base
ment included a pump house with 
washing and recreation facilities. 

Each day started about 7:00 a.m. 
with chapel services conducted by the 
inSiruclOrs and staff. Then the students 
separated to auend their respective 
classes. 

Facult y and staff incl uded S. A. 
Ja mi eso n, princ ipal. as Bible and 
ad va nced doc tri ne instructor; Mrs. 
Jamieson; O. E. McCleary, Bible and 
ho miletics instructor: Lou ise Albach, 
English and penmanship teacher: Eva 

Groomes, piano anti orchc .. trJ. teacher: 
Mr. and Mr ... Dront a .. dormllory 
supervi:.ors: and Johanna Zou, coo~ 
Calisthentic .. v.a" aha taught at the 
school. 

The teacher:. were \'ery ,triet The 
students \\ere lI1 .. tructed to call the .. tafl 
members by "Mr." and .. Mr-. ... or by 
their respecti\e title . The principal y,.a:. 
gi\'e!1 the respected title of "Dr" 
Jamieson. Hc did havc a 'Icminary 
degree, buttcchnically hc did not holtl 
a doctor's degree. The \tudent ... them
selves were charged to only refer to 
each other by la~t name .. to be prefaced 
by "Brother" or "Si'lter." They could 
not use fir:.t name .... When going to 
church and other activitic'I. the boy'l 
would walk ahead, and the girt.. v.ould 
follow behind. There wa:. no dating. 

Eva Groomes. the Illu'lic in'ltructor, 
was not very Pcnteco:.tal. in the opin
ion of fanner student:.. but she wa\ a 
commined Christian. Although very 
strict and thorough in her training, ~he 
was a good teacher. Thc matron wa'l 
also very exacting. Jamie\on. on the 
other hand. was a gentle and pleasant 
man who almost always had a 'Imile 
on his face. According to NlIla Renick, 
"You'd have 10 go a long ways to find 
a grealer leader than S. A. Jarnie .. on"" 
He was highly respected by all the 
students. 

Mrs. Jamieson did not tcach, but 
she helped her husband. She was 
considered strict and made wrc the 
girls abided by the dress code. She 
wou ld often pray for the student, and 
wait up al night for any or the girls 

V.hl) \\('rc v.\lrJ...1Ilg One night . v.hill! 
v. .uting up 1(lr Adek Camliehael. .. h(' 
.. cal<kd her aml till the t('it J...('nle and 
v. a .. badly burned She ju ... t v.alJ...eJ the 

A Pentecostal E,'angel plea 
requested help for the 
teachers" ho were bein~ 
paid $10 a month: "'lone of 
them can continue lon~ at 
the present rate." 

Iloor anti prai .. cJ the Lnnl . B) n1\)mln~ 
'Ihe wa\ completely healed Thi ... ldl 
a deep Imprc\\ion on .\dele 

On Sund.lY" the .. lUdellh ilttended 
the local A .. \embly of Gotl \\ hil'h, 
undoubtedl) due to Jamie ... on' .. Influ· 
enee, \\<1'" ll1ectll1g In the liN ~ .. by
tcnan Church of Auburn. located 
aero .... the .. Ireet IWIll the .. chunl 
Jamle .. on had been a Prc .. byterian 
mini,tcr and di\trict official for many 
yca~ before he received the Holy Spirit 
baptl'lll anti joined the A ..... emblle .. of 
God. The .. chool\ orche ... tra played IN 
the Sunday .. er\icc .... anti the .. tutlenh 
v.ere a grcat encouragement to the 
local congregation at Auburn 

Even though almo ... t it year of plan· 
ning and promotion had been made for 
the .. choo!. fund .. were .. tIll needed to 
get through the fif'>t year. A plea In a 
No\'cmber El'lmgel a:.ketl for S I ,600 
10 pay for repair:., nece'l .. ary pur
cha,e<" coal. and ~talc ordered fire 
e<,capc .. for the building. Reatlcf\ v.cre 
al<.,o reque .. ted to help <,upply thc 
following: 75 folding chair-., bedding, 
bed .. pread<,. di~he~.tablecutlery. rug .. , 
a bathtub. and a piano .. La<,tly !'Cader-. 
were ag<lin exhorted to \end .. uppon 
for the teacher-. who::.e only ... uppon 
wa'l from freewill offering ... SUllle of 
the 'Iwdelll'l al,o needed 'Iuppon to be 
able to allend 'Ichool. 

As the school year progres~ed. the 
young people gained practical experi
ence through Sludent-conducted meet
ings he ld twice each week. Tarrying 
meetings were held o n Sunday aftcr
noon'l. and sevcral of the "tuden t:. 
received the baptism in thc Holy Spirit 
at these .!.ervices. 

Adele Carmichael. onc of the MU
dents at Auburn, remembers: "There 
was o ne solid week when all classes 
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were di"mi,,<,ed. During thi" time the 
"tude ll(" prayed nigh l and day. and 
many of them received Iheir calling (0 

')ervicC."11 The "tudenl" al')o held o;treet 
meeting" in downtown Aubum, mak· 
ing quite an irnprc""ion on Ihe town!',· 
people 

All of the !-.Iudent., were required 10 
work !It the "chool on Saturday". MI"'). 
Jamie.,on u.,ually ".,ked Nina Renick 
to help clean and ':Ilraighlen up theIr 
apartment. The ..,tuderm abo look 
tum., helping oul in the ki tchen. Some 
of the !-.tudents were able to find 
oUI!-.ide work III the evening" and on 
weekcmi<.,. Adele Carmichael v.orked 
evening., in the telephone office. 
Malmda (YoM) Shatto; did hou.,ework 
for a Pcnleco"lal mini::. ter. Leroy Kopp. 
and later worked for a high school 
teacher in Auburn. 

TO IlE CONTINUED 

Nor{'"s 
"General Con\cmion of Pentecostal 

SainI> and Churche\ of God in Chri~t:' WOrt/ 
(llld \\"III1C.U, December 20. 1913. p. I. An 
enlarged ~tatement concerning educll1ion wa~ 
printed in the I~bruary 20. 1914, i,\ue of Word 
Wit/ \\'IIIIl'H and in the GelJl'r(l/ Coullcil 
MIIII. U'.I. April 1914. p. 4: '"A\ lc~u\ corn· 
manded in the gre:tt commh~ion. that the 
Go~pel \hould be laught, prea(;hed and pub-
h,hed in all the world before H i~ return. we 
\hould con\idcr thc MiniMeria1. School and 
Publi\hing in t erest~. to the glory of God. that 
Je\us may be with u!> cven unto the end of the 
world." 

2. "Succe~\ful Opening," Nt'IIW/W COlllln' 
Hem/(/, October 23, 1903, 

3 "Bible School at Auburn, Ncb .... PI'II' 
II'("(Iswl EmllReI, November 15. 1919. p. 8, 
Spelling in print wa~ Midwe~t and Mid·West. 
Unle~~ quoted. this anicle will use MidweM. 

4. "The Midwest Bible School of the 
A~seillblie~ of God," PelllecOSI{J/ £\"lll/ge/. 
January 10, 1920, p. 8. 

5. '"Auburn School," PCIIICCO.~ta/ El'{mgel. 
December 27. 1919. p. 6. 

6 . "The Midwest Bible School of the 
A~<,ell1blie~ of God," PI'II I1'CQSW/ EWI//gel. 
January 10, 1920, p. 8. 

7. "Flu Stopped Bible Schoo!." Pellll'coj'w/ 
/:'\·(l/Igl'l. Ii!bruary 2t, t920, p. 10 . 

8. Nemaha County. Nebmska, Deed Book 
53. p. 73. 

9. "Oible School A5sured," PI'IHccfJsw l 
£\"ll//ge1. July 10. 1920, p. 2. 

10. Ibid. 
I I. Nina Renid •. te lephone con\'ersatiOIl 

with Wayne Warner. May 5. t990. 
12. Getrcr{JICoullcil Mil/lites. 1920. p. 43. 
13. "Mid·West Bible School," wuer Railr 

EI'(mge1. October 1920. p. 9. 
14. Adele Carnlichae!. telephone conversa

tion with Wayne Warner. May 23. t989. 
15. Nina Renick. telephone conversation 

with WlIyne Warner. May 5. 1990. 
16. "Mid·West Bible School," Pl'lIl1'coswl 

Era/rgel. November 27. 1920. p. 1. 
17. Ade!e Canllichae!, telephone interview. 
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l \lm-of· th(,-I:('n!ury issue<J; of Word and Work maga:tin~ which the ed itor e"amined in IJoslon rl'C.'cn lly. 
The o\'l'ncr of the peri()(iicals. \'I hich 1'I(!f'C published by S.G, Olis in Massachusctls, is cooperat ing \'l ith 
thl' Ass~.'mblies or God Archiws in a micromm project. Scc " I~n t('(ost Comes to the Northeast," by A. 
Kcu bcn lIa rtwidi.. and "H~ri ! aRe U ller" (l icritage. Spring 1990) for more infonnll tion on th is early 
I ~ntecosta l IICriodical. AnOlhcr cUITI'n! fihni n!: projl.'Ct in .... t.'('S the Uridej(room 's Messenj(cr, a pallt'r 
which beRan in 1907. 

During the past few months. the 
Archives eit he r purchased or received 
through donations the material listed 
below. Readers interested in donating 
historical materials are urged 10 write to 
the Archive" o r call (4 17) 862-2781. ext. 
4400. 

Dem'eJ' C rdnda ll : b<K>ks. Ml'el/luril/g 
with Christ . by Lester Sunmil l: M iracles 
ill Black: Missiollliry EXIJeriences in the 
lViltls of A/rica. by John C. Wengatz. 
Gar y B. M cGee: paper. " Pe ntecostal 
Sc ho larsh ip - Pe rils and Prospec ts": 
photocopy of The Pelllecostal Apostolic 
Cllllrch of God o/Romallia: materials from 
The Evangelical Church All iance: b<K>k. 
The Elder (0 . L. Jaggers). Adele Dalto n: 
homiletic noteb<K>ks and periodicals. Hart 
R . Armstrong: books and pamphl ets. 
Raym o nd L. Ga nnon : Temple Be th 
Emanuel: The 1st Messianic S.\1wgogue 
of the AIG . Kevin Akins : 1989 Corum 
Schol arship paper. J ohn Ca rver: A . A. 
Allen v ideos. perio di c al s. Cecil M . 
Robeck , Jr. : 1906-07 newspaper cl ippings 
of Pentecostal outpouring in Los Angcle,,: 
copy o f L'OssermlOre Romano. Mrs. 
A. E. Hokanson: periodicals . CBI class 
notes and catalog. and d istric t minutes. 
Edith Blumhofer: copies of Elder Eugene 
Brooks correspondence fi le: materials on 
1937 Ge nera l Counc il. Vick y P r ice : 
paper. " Wonders, Wimber. and the Asscm-

blies o f God." Lou ise Walker: period i. 
cals. b<K>ks. pamph lets. and tapes. Hall ie 
Hammond : Glmi Tidil/gs (N Y) HeraitJ, 
Gos/Jel Call. and 1928 revival poster. Lois 
Hodges: 1916 copy of "Statement of 
Fundamental Truths." list of b<K>ks and 
art icles written by Me lvin L. Hodges. J im 
Rossi: sennons of John G. Lake. w. J . 
Fr.mk lin: songb<K>k. " Buffum's Speci al 
#2" (2nd ed.). Gary Hensley: paper "A 
Study of the Historical Development and 
Current Growth P:lItems of Christianity in 
Puerto Rico." Wayne Wa rner: b<K>ks and 
Radio Depart ment recordi ngs. Mildr-ed 
Keener : 1927-34 Pentecostal EI'G I/gels. 
North Ce ntrdl Bible College : cassette 
tapes o f Frank Lindqu ist funera l. Andrew 
S. Teuber: period icals re lating to salva· 
ti on· hea li ng movement. Gera ld W. 
Ha rdy: 1936 census of religious bodies. 
Voice of God : Will iam Branham tapes and 
b<K>ks . ..... ml Mitchell : video tapes relat ing 
to PTL. Nina Renick: photos o f Midwest 
Bible School. Fred Smokhuck: photos of 
Easte rn Euro pe an m in isters. He le n 
\ Vight : Word (md lVork periodical. b<K>k
let. The Pentecostal QUlIfterly ( 1927). and 
correspondence. Marvin S mith: photo· 
graph o f general presbyters in 1941. Edna 
M. Bach le: newspaper art icles and infor· 
mat ion on Midwest Bible School. Pres· 
byterian Church Arch i\'CS: infomlalion 
on S. A. Jamieson. 



Lewis and May Wilson/In"" P"~' 5 

made him feel a\\J...v.an.l and uncom
fortable lie \\ouh.l ncnou"l) pace the 
tiny cOllage a ... he tried to mcmori/c 
the maH:rial prc'-Cnh!d In hi ... Clih ... C .... 
HI ... only c ... r.:apc \\<1\10 Lil!..c \l1Chigan 
for a piCniC or lI'hing on the \1olluay 
rc ... , Jay .... When ~la) \\<\, ready to give 
binh 10 their ... cl:Ond child. Hartle!. 
Le\\ • .., hurried about fml11ically 10 find 
a doctor. only to tint! nUl later thaI he 
nccdctl only 10 h,m;: placed a 1t!lephonc 
call \0 \U1111110n a phY">lclan 

The rcdCCllllllg feature of hi ... 3 yeaI"'> 
of trai ning wa., 111', a .... ociation v"l(h 
leacher... that cmcrgctl in lalcr yeaI"'> a" 
conlclllpomry giant ... of biblical faith. 
Jamc.., M. Gray. who \uccccdcl.l Torrey 
a ... the InQilulc\ prc"idcnt. \\rotc 
numcrou ... \\ idcly read work.., 011 bibli· 
cal Cxpo"lIlon. a .. did another profe~
~or. William R Nev.ell Stili <mOlher 
leacher. William bam •. Ihe convened 
ne\\"papcrman. \\1'011.' a book on JX:r
~onal evangeh~m Ihal remained it 

~tandard lextbook on the ~ubject for a 
half century. Compo-.cr.. D. B Tov. ner 
("My AI/chor Holds. " "Crace Cremer 
Thl/II Ollr Sill." and "Su\"ecJ hy rhe 
lJlood oj 'he Crucified aile") and 
George Schuler ("Make Me a 8Ie.H
illg" and "/II,11e Hollow ofH;,\ Halld") 
we re among the Wihon~' acquain
tance~. Among their lrea~ured recol
lection:.. wal, meeling Dr. C. I. Scofield 
when he camc to Chicago to lecture. 
After attending Moody Bible lnl,tit ute 
Lcwi~ never doubted Ihe adequacy of 
hi ... :..alvmion , having gained from hi~ 
mentor the firm confidence frequen tl y 
empha :..i/ed in the margina l notcl, of 
the Scofield Reference Bible. 

With Ihe pa,>:..ing monlh:.. It wa., 
increa"ingly difficult for Lev. i ... to 
su"'lain hi~ a"pimtion ... to become an 
effective mini~ter. The birth of their 
Ihird child. Nev.cll. named after their 
leacher, and their failure 10 rece ive 
anticipated rents made them recon
~ider their remaining in C hi cago. 
Without having fini:..hed hi., cour<,e of 
study. Le\\ i ... decided to ret urn 10 the 
mnch in Yampa. Prior to his leaving, 
however. he ex perienced yet another 
blow 10 his manly pride when R . A. 
Torrey returned from Europe with 
Charle ... Alexa nder. hi :.. I,ong leader. 

ha\ 109 "haved hi" mu.,I,u.:he Le\\ i" .lIld 
a friend delenlll11ed that they v.nuld 
re"'l~t the mOdenll/ln,!! mfluencc" thai 
"tripped mcn of thdr m:hculinil) III 

Imitation orthe Eun)pc'lIl dandle" The 
t\\O cla" ... mate" pledged that Ihc) 
v.ould ne'er .. h;ne their handkbar-.. :l 

\'0\\ Ihal Le\\ I" kept IhnlUghout hi ... 
lifetime. 

I n Yampa \Iay gavc birth III another 
.. on, Ruben Archer. named alter 

Moody pre~itlent R. :\. Torfl.'Y. and a 
daughter Ruth, Ha\mg received I'CCllg, 
nition from the local church that they 
had hell>cd organize, Lc\\ I" «nempted 
to pa.,tol". then. hi" oratorical "'~III ... 
obviou ... ly deficient forpuhlic mini~try. 
he became the leader of the Sunday 
School. The year. 1905 to 191:! \<1\\ 

the decline of the Congre!,wtional 
church Ihey ancnded, a" incrca"'lI1gl) 
the doctrine., thai the \\'il"on" helcJ dear 
\\ere challenged b) the nc\\ tcachlll£" 
Ihal \\ere introduced by the '>eminary
lrained miniMe", 

With the binh of t>. lay'" thin.! chilcJ 
in 3 yea~ and her health delicate. 
Lc\\is determined to take the ramil) 
to a lesl, .,e\'ere climate. The ranch 
(now the Im\l1 of Phipp~burg) \\;1'" ,>olcJ 
to the Moffat Railroad then under 
con:..truction and in need of a right-of
\vay. and the family good~ \\cre put 
on board a boxcar to accompany thc 
family in the coach en route 10 Sa\\· 
tdle. ncar Santa Monica. California. 
May recovered. and Lc\\ i ~. hearing of 
the avai labil ity o f cheap, fertile land 
in Ihe San Joaquin Va lley to Ihe nonh, 
:..oon moved hil, family 10 a mnch he 
purcha~ed in Tulare. After the famd) 
~pent a hard fir<,t year .,cralching 10 
make a living, their IO-year-old .,ee()nd 
SOil '\\ ell. born while Ihey \\ere In 
Chicago, died o f diphtheria. 

Ahhough the family pro~l>cred a., 
Lewis. with the help of hi .... on,>, kept 
dairy Callie and lea~ed 'Idditionalland 
for haying. Ihe un~ati:..fied hunger to 
accompli~h more for God\ work and 
concern abO llt the enc roac hin g 
modcrni~m in the churchc:.. afnicled 
Iheir ~piri t ~. At fif'>! Lewi :.. and May 
attended Ihe Methodi:"1 chu rch: then . 
as their children grew o lder and iden· 

Idied \\ IIh the \1cthodi"l fill1l1hc~ ()f 
Ihe community. they mmed increil"
Ingly tov.aru the more fundamental 
Baptl~'" Here, in the carl} 19::!(h. 
their encountcr \\ IIh the Pcnteco"tah 
bnlughl unlm:l.gll1cd JOY and opcnl'd 
for Ihem an entirely nc\\ future. 

After their thud "on Ruben \\hu 
had IIldlcaled an IOterc"t III ()pcmtmg 
the rami!) ranch \\a ... cOll\crted at ;1 

re\ I\al "en ICe conducled by "tudcn'" 
from Glad Tiding" Bible In ... tllute in 
San F-'rancl"co (nO\\ Beth.my Bible 
Collcge. Scoth \'allcyl in 19:!-1. hc t\)ld 
hi ... parent... of h .... Intention to prcpilfl.' . 
a ... thc)- had, for mini~ll"). lie \\a~ later 
follo\\ed by hi" younger ~i ... ter Ruth 
and 1m brother Ben. 

At Glad Tiding., Rubl'n mct Harril't 
Porter, ;l "lUdent from Spokane. 
Wa.,lungton. \\ hom he marricd III 1i.}:!7 
after they both had completed the ~. 
yl.'ar lIl"tilUte pmgram and RuOt.'n had 
bnefly co·pa~lOred a church III Willi",. 
Cahfornia. The young. couple\ 111101"'

try took them to \\a.,hing.ton State and 
Southern California hdorc the) 
returned to northern California to 
accept the pa:..lomlc at Weed, on Ihe 
Oregon border. In the meantIme. Ben 
\Vihon married another GrBI "tucJent, 
Ruby Cri'>mon. and began mini"tr), III 
Oregon. Idaho and Wa~hington 
Sccon<.l daughter Ruth. upon fini~hing 
Glad Tiding." trJ\'elcd in e .... angeli.,tlc 
\\ork unt il .,he met and married Wil 
liam Crandall. Rubcn Wihon rccel\cd 
1m licen ... e from Ihe Northcrn Califor
nia and Nevada District of the A .... em· 
blie., of God in 1926, JUSt 8 ycar... altcr 
the di :..trict\ founding, Ben and Ruth 
were licen .. ed in 19:!9 and Ben \\<h 
ordained in 1931.' 

Financially '>elf-sufficicnt. and \\ ith 
hi~ children entering the mllli'>try. 
Lewi!' determined to leave the ranch 
and move 10 a communi ty that needed 
a Pcnteco .. tal church. In 193:! he \\a., 
gran ted a li ce nse to preach by thc 
A., .. emblie:.. of God and became the 
pastor at the Sierra footh llh to\\n of 
Tuolumne. The nex t year he wa .. 
orda ined. and in 1935 the couple too~ 
the ch urch at Los Banm. May Wihon 
wa:.. granted a licen~e to preach in 1935 
and her ord ination in 1936. In 1939 
th e WiI ~oll3 took the c hurc h al 
Lakepol1 . and in 19~2 the pa '> torale al 
Willit s. [nte n::;e and pe rsua .. ive. Mlly 
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preal:hed wllh l:onviCllon .lnd genuine 
conn'rn i(lrthc lu .. t. LeWI .. , whucould 
dcli\cr iI prc"'l'ntabll! If "lmp1c Blhlc 
.. tudy. rccognl/ed the IlITlIt ... of hi .. 
pulpit ahlllty. acknowledgmg with 
good humor that "She\ the prear.:hcr. 
I'm the pa .. tor," LcWI!-. .. en'cd a .. pre .. -
byter of the I.ake-Mendocino "er.:tlon 
In the 11)40 .. 

The \"ouple nc\'Cr lo .. t their .. en ... e of 
purpo .. e e\'Cn a .. they advanr.:ed in 
yca". In thclr 6(h. thc Wil .. on .. pur
ch;bed a home in thc northern Cahfor
nia co .... 'allugglllg cmnmulllty (If h)rt 
Bragg to providc a re .. idcnce for a 
young pa .. tor and hi .. wife while. In 

turn. the Wibom, livcd III mode!-.t 
quartc" nearby and provided miniM!!
ria l and financial \Upport for the .. till 
.. truggllng v"orlo., They proudly di .. -
playcd the .. heir of text book .. Ihey had 
l:on .. clcntiou .. ly .. tudied .. inec le,lving 
Moody. They al .. o avidly read n!l:ent 
publication ... e .. pecmlly thc new 
cv;lIlgellcal periodical. Chri.Hiallit\, 
flu/av, wh!!n it appeared 111 the 195D~ 
nndlll£. in editor Carl F II lIenry\ 
cditorial IXll icic\ the Reformed theol
ogy that hl! had learned at Moody. 
Lewi ... carefully reflected on the intel 
Icctually ... timulating art iclc .. 

Whcn in their gO~ Ihcy grew fecblc. 
they we nt to II vc with thclr three 
daugh tcr .. in Stockton, California 
Lewi .. died In 1960 al thc agc of gS 
and May died ni ne yea" later at nge 
93. 

T he Wil ... on ~ lived to ... ec the ir 
fourt h !-.on Ben enjoy an ex tended 

mini ... try 111 Coulee City. Wa~hll1gton . 
and in hti rban k!-.. Ala!.ka, With hb own 
planc and a love for the hardy. pionecr
ing mini ... try required in Ihe 49th .,tate. 
Ben wa~ appointcd Ihe fi r\! ~u perin te n
dcnt when A1:I.,ka was organilcd 11., a 
di ... trict within the A!-.!.em blic~ of God. 
A hi ghlight of Lewis's final ycars wa\ 
11 vi~ it to Ala .. ka , where hc aCCOIll
p'lIlied hi~ ... on on nights to mim \ler 
III village~ 

Thcir third !.on Ru ben !-.e f\'ed 
c h urche~ in Weed. Alameda . and 
Ro~c\' ill e. Cali forn ia. for 25 yea rs 
before he began a 14-year tenure a.!. 
district 'I s~istant !. uperintendcnt." He 
se rved first with hi!. father and later 
with hi s .!.on Ruben, Jr .. on the di~ tric t 
pre~ by t cry. The Wil!.o ns' second 
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daughtCf Ruth ft!rnalllcd a pillar In !.he 
Cahal)' A .... ,l'mhly. Studtun, Cahfor
ilia, until her dl!.lIh In 197H. 

D ef)-Ing commonly held a~ ... ump
tinn\ about ",plritual decline of 

ft!vlval movements In the thin! genera
tion. the Wihon .. · grandchlldren_ III 

parI becau ... e of Lew i ... and Vlay· ... 
example and encouragement. 
remalncd r.:mnmilled to their gmnd
parent ... · vj.,ion 

The two children of the couple· ... 
clde .. t ,>on Hartlel both found place .. 

When Grandpa 
Gets to Heaven 
"Howdy!" cried Saint Peler, 
I'< shal/tin' from «fa, 
"I knew 'twas )'al~ a' camin,' 
I seen your handlebar!" 

rhl' fi lllll S!aJI:(/ of (111()('m II rifll'lI bl' grllnt/soll 
Ew'rl'fI A. lVilIolI in rill' {'(If/fll/llwlstlle of tire 
Imlt:/lered Colorlldo rmlcher, U!lI il' Wil.!'mr. OIr 
h.s 80th hirr}ll/m, 

of ministry: Dr. Dwight Wibon ha!. 
served on the faculty of Bcthany Bible 
College fo r 29 years. and hi!. siMer. 
Roben a Boring. has been a pa!>tor's 
wife, Each of the ir son Ruben's four 
sons. a ste p!>on and a )on-in- law also 
became orda ined Assemblies of God 
mi n isters,~ Several of the ir daughter 

Ruth\ chlldre n_ ncar whom Ihc WII 
... on ... Ii\'ed in their retirement. have 
played acti\~ lay role ... In their hlGl1 
A .... embhe ... 

The fourth generation of \\'il .. oo 
family mini .. ter. , .. as lIlaugumted III 

1976 when William "BII1" Wihon. ~on 
ofRubcn Wil .. on. Jr.. pastor at the timc 
:11 Westmin\ler A .. ~ell1bly_ Sealtlc. 
Wa .. hlngton. received ordination 
through the Southern California Dis
Irir.:t Btil Wil .. on i~ pre!-.ently the pastor 
of Portland Chri .. tian Center .• tnd his 
brother Rid. ha .. recently been grantcd 
nllnl'ltcrial lieen ... e by the Oregon 
Di.,trict 

Other great-grandchildren or their 
.,pou .. e~ who have become mini!-.tcrs 
arc Dav id Alford. !.on of David and 
Alice Wil~on Alford. who i., on the 
... taff of the 'orth Hollywood l:;'jr\t 
A!-.~embly of Goo; Greg Austring. A/G 
mi .... ionary in Guatemala and .,oo-io
law of Soulhcrn California College 
Academic Dean Lewis Wihon; and 
Ja~on Garcia. an as!.ociate pa.,tor at 
Nc\\ port Christian Celller. Co.!.!a 
Me~a. Californ ia. who!.c fat her-in- law 
i ... Everett Wi l~on . academic dean of 
Bethany Biblc College. Loren Wibon. 
~on of Dwight and Kathryn Wibon. i!-. 
mini<"ler of music at the First A'I'lembly 
of God. Woodland. California. and 
Ben Wil!.on. his grandfa ther\ 
namesake. ho ld!. Christian worker 
credentia l!-. with the Northcrn Califor
nia and Nevada District. 

In all. 21 of the Wi lsons' progeny 
in three ge nerations have he ld creden
tiab with the As!.emblieil of God. of 
whom 13 have been ordai ned mini!.· 
tcrs. Two of thei r son!\ were d i5lrici 
executive officers and !.erved a!. gen· 
e ra l pre ... byter!.. a grandso n was a 
di~t rict youth leader. five o ther grand
children or the ir spouses have held 
tellching posi tion!. in e ndorsed A/G 
co llege!.. and th ree grandchildren or 
great-grandchild ren and the ir spouses 
have been appo inted Assemblies of 
God fo reign mi!.siona ries. Seve ral 
pa!>toft!d congregalion!. for period!> of 
10 o r morc years, Numerou!. OI her 
family me mbers. of whom eight have 
been public or private school teachers. 
have been acti ve in local Assemblies, 

A !though they shared the sati sfac
tion of the achievements of their 



large and dcvOIcd fmmly. Lcwi.., and 
May \\cre never content v. ith the 
result) of their o\>"n effort..,. Well il\\are 
of the contribution of their Moody 
profe..,..,or:. and other leader-:. of the 
evangelical and Penteco..,tal mo\e
ments. and despite their having come 
belatedly to the Penteco~tal expen
ence. they looked back wi..,tfully on 
their own year.., of minl<.,(ry and 
lamented that they had not been able 
to accompli..,h more. 

NOTES 
1. The e\cnb of Lewi\ and \tl) l,I,i].,on\ 

early life and marriage have ~en c()mpiled in 
~\eral documents by therr eldc~t daughter. 
Hazel Henson. who. though \he left home prior 
to the Wilson'~ Pcnteco'tal experience. lo .. ingl) 
recOnstrucled thc C\Cnb of their carl) year.. and 
scn ~iti \'!!ly documented their ~piritual 00) ''>C}, 

Our thank~ aho 10 her daughter. Idamayc 
Altvater. of f"Ort Bragg. California. for pro\ id
ing numcrou!> photo~. docurnent~ and manu~ 
scripts in her po\scs\ron a~ reference for thi\ 
biographical article. Among the rnanu..criph 
referred to were: ··Life in Chicago at the 
Beginning of the Century.'· (unpubh,hcd 
manuscript. n.d.): ·'Lew is F. Wil~on. Con\crted 
Cowboy and Rlrrner Student of Moody Bible 
tllstitutc·· (unpublhhed manu~cript. n.d ): 
MOI/H>r R"lII emi1ers (Steamboat Springs. 
1973): Some/hillg of His 0 .. 11 (Steamboat 
Springs. (974). Thesc were all written and/or 
edited by Hazel Wilson Henson who i\ no .. 
91. Mrs. Wihon's name was Mary but hcr 
fricnds and family knew hef as May: thi\ \tory 
uses the name May throughout. 

2. May's mother had attended the MethOOr~t 

Church in Ste:unboat Spring~. Colomdo. '-0 

May likely did recehe Sund:ty ~chool tmining. 
:ttthough her f:tther'~ family had been involved 
in spiritualism, 

3. Robert G. Flood and Jerry B. Jen l. in~. 
Te(U:ilil'S Iile Word. ReacilillS Iii .. World 
(Chicago: Moody Press. 1985).47·55. IPI.lb
li shed in celebration of the Mood) Bible 
Institute eentennialJ 

4, On the occasion of Lewis·s 80th birthda). 
a grandson composed a poem about hi~ 

grandfather's mUSlache. Lewi s Ihereafter 
proudly displayed his photograph with the 
verses. the last stanza of which was entit led. 
··When Grandpa Gets to Hea\'!!n." 

5. Archives of the Northern California and 
Nevada District of Ihe Assemblies of God. 
Scotts Valley. Catifornia. 

6. "Inlroducing the Presbyter of the Lake
Mendocino Seclion"· Glad 7idillSf (October 
1944). 12. IGr is the official org:U1 of the 
Northern California and Nevada District. l 

7. Benjamin P. Wi lson. The Assemblies of 
God of Alask.a (Fairbanks . AK: Private ly 
published. (980). 

8. ··We Honor Our Friend and Associale."· 
Glad 7idillgs (May 1970). p , 3. 

9. After the death of Harriet Pemer Wilson 
in 1967. Ruben Wilson. Sr .. married Cora 
Flessing. Cora Flessing Wilson's son. Roger 
Flessing. producer and director of the Billy 
Graham television productions. is also an 
ordaincd Assemblies of God ministe r. Ruben'~ 
daughter Priscilla Taylor is Ihe food service 
director at Bethany Biblc College . ~ 

Questions &Answers 
Or. (;~ry II. '1C(;('t" i.\ roIlo .. inl! an t'arh pl"t'("('(knt 
in tht· l'rmrroll(J/ f.'"(Jn~t"I .. ith the introduction 
or thi\ m ... lIl'nm~1' k.ltun'. tl"'t it "1.1\ a Q " 
\ rolurnn h~ E. ,. Ikll in 1916. Thtn Ilo.'ltinnin,l: 
in 1956 rormtr I:tnt· .... 1 \up<'rintcndtnt "rnl"'>t ~. 
\\illiam" conduttt'd tht' ··lour Qu.·\t.on_ 
\rh"cn,'<l·· {olurnn. R(":ld~", an.: tI1litl'd to '>tnd 
hi\to,.~ quc<.tion'. to Ik (;;.r~ II. \ld;....,. co 
\ s~('mblic, of God \rrhile\. I·US lIoonlill(', 
"'I)rin~field. 'to 651102. 

By Gary B. McGee 

I. In ~our e..,timation. ,\hal Ims 
been the mosl unu:,ua l it ell! pub
lished in the Pel/lecostal E1'al/gel? 

Although the page~ of the /:"I'al/gel 
carried "(Hne curimh prophet[(.:al 
... peculation.., in th earlu.'r year-.. the 
announcement.., of forthcoming 
weather predic!ion ... in the fir-.t three 
i..,..,ue, of January 1916. top the II,t 
Elated by the te .. tlmon) of re~pcetcd 
Texa.., A/G preacher Warren F 
Carothcr.., (1872-1953) that he had 
recei\'cd weather foreca\b from the 
Lord, eJitor John W Welch printed a 
"Special Notice to Country Sub .. crib-

cr,." announcll1g thaI the dl\'inc 
\\cather data might bt:cllmc a regular 
fcature Cafl.)lhcr.. hnv.l'\er. dl .. played 
.. ome caution hy \\ ritlO~ tTl hI .. "Gr.:tpc .. 
and Pomegranatc," column 111 the 
f:l"tlllgd (January 15. 1916) thilt "hc 
\\ould not thmk llf launching a ncv. 
doctrine or nc\\ 't1l()\emcnt' \\Ithout 
con,ultlng the brethren" (p. 91. In 
kt'cplng \\ Ith ,hi, l'(UlCcrn. the 
imnOUlKt'mCnh ..... ked ... uh,cnOer-. II) 

\\ rite thc edilllr and 'Kkml\\.lcdge their 
imere ... t lnterc .. ltngly. Canllhep., ,aid 
he could predict the \\e.Hher .. e\cr.tl 
\\ecJ.;\ In .td\';!IH-"e. thl!" making It 
current when the mag<lJ'tllc v.l'tlt to 
pre, ... (Ihe lead Inne for prepanng and 
printing cach t ..... ue \\;j ... pn,b .. hly t\\O 
\\ee[....,). '\otlung funher. IHl\\e\er. \\iI" 
ever mentioned .. hout Carolher.· ne\\ 
gift and hi ... preJu:tlO!1\. tmplYlng th.H 
il had precipuilted a .. Iorm Ilf criltCI .. m 
One can only concludl' that c\'en \\ tlh 
the be .. t of intention .... the weal her i .. 
hard to predtct 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO COUNTRY SUBSCRIBERS' 
God b ... glv('n our prE'CIOUI brother W 11'_ Caroth",rl. a mOlt won

derful dllCo .. ",ry by .... bleh It II poaelbl@ to pretllct "-"'.Ih~r ('Ondltlonl 
two week, or mOf(> 10 Idvlc('@_ Thl. dl~eo .. "'ry Ie bouod to ('hange the 
whol@ Ult",m ot wealber pr@dlcllon now In u~"'. and It II ollly a mailer 
of time until It 18 adopt(>d by the Gov(>rnm@nl Weuh(>r nurt'llu All I 

Ilr,e numb",,. of our relderl ard farm @rl. or 81.e re.lde III country 
dl~trletl, nrotb",r Carothf'rl ba. C'JnaentM to turnllh UI .... ith th_ 
w(>atht'r predlctlOnl If our read"'TI d ..... lre \1. Su('h .. d(>partmelll h .. 
ne\'@r appeared In I Pent(>e01lal papt'r b(>rore_ and beron" ('omml'II('ln, 
II we mUlt bur from our reader'_ It one hundred or mor", at our lub· 
ICrlbl!U wll\ lend u. a card .. kluK UI to pubtt.h thle Wf'ath('r DepArt
ment . we w\1l do .o, IC you are InterealM In thll. lIt do"-n and write 
u~ a .-ard. tel lin, UI .0. rl,hl now Tbe GOslH'! Pub. 1I 0u.e. :838 £lItOIl 
A v ... , Sl. LoU!I , yo. 

2. Did Lilli an Trasher initially go 
to Egypt as an Assem blies of Cod 
missionary? 

"Mama" Lillian probably went to 

Egypt <I :' lin independent mi..,..,ionary 
in 1910. but retained connections to 
the Church of God (Clevel and. Tenn.). 
Upon returning to America in 19J 2. 
she was ordained by A,J. Tomlin..,on. 
first gene ral ove~eer of the Church of 
God. in Durant. Florida. She eventu
ally became aware of the formation of 
the General Council of the Assemblies 

of God ( 19[4) who..,e member-. eagerly 
began to ~l1pport her mini .. try with 
their prayer-:- and gencrou.., financial 
support. Tm..,her later joined the Coun
ci l in 1919. IRJr further information 
on her carly a'>'>ociation with the 
Church of God. see Charle.., W. Conn, 
Where the Saillfs /-/m'e Trod (1959). 
pp. 15- 16: the IllO..,t recently publi~hcd 
book o n the life of Lillian Tra..,her i,> 
an edited co llecti on of her letteTh. titled 
Uttl'l'S from Lilliall. printed in 1983 
by the Communication.., Depanment of 
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the A\~cmb1te~ 01 Goo Di\'.~ion of 
Foreign M'~"lon .. , Springfield, 
M ... .,ouri.J 

3. Who wm. Ihe fir'>l prcsidclIl of 
Ccnlra l Hiblc Coll egc'! 

In the earlier year. of the "chool. 
thc chid adrnini .. trato~ v..ere I\nown 
a" "principal,,"' (Daniel W. Kerr. Fmnk 
M. Boyd, and William I Evan,» 
Executlvc prc,bytery mlnute~ from the 
early 1920 .. cite thi .. term exelum'Cly. 
Beginnll1g wi th W. T. Ga<,ton 111 1926. 
the General Superi ntendent" received 
the tllie of prc"ident (a parHirne 
po~ition). Thl., wa .. a logical arr<inge-

ment .. lIlCC CBC \\a~ the only Bible 
.. chool o'Nlled by the Gencral Council 
In 1948. Bartlcl1 PetcNln became the 
fir .. , full-timc prc~Edent Curiou~ly. 
however. the fir~t catalog of eBC 
( 1922-23) Ii,>ted Daniel W. Kerr a .. 
prc .. ident. Reference to th ... can aho 
be ob,>erved on a .,ign in the picture of 
the cia .... of 1922-23 lal\en In front of 
Central A .. '>embly of God 10 

Spnngfield. the fir'>t home of the 
1O,>litution. With lillie intere.,t in 
academic or profe.,.,ional nomencla
ture. the word., principal and prc,>ident 
may have been u.,ed lIlterchangeably. 

By 1926. hov.e\"cr. the need for addI
tIonal admini~trati\"e .. tructure en
dently nece .... ltatcd a reappnu .. al ofthc 
term.. . -~. 

I.)r. (,ar) II. M t(,rt' i\ pro· 
ft'~wr o f ~h"rch hi ~lo r) III 
Iht "'St'mblit') of l;od 
Tht'olollinl ':ot'minar}. 
">prinjlJit'ld. '1i ~,o"ri. lit' 
hotds m~SI("n df"j!rtl"s in 
rdijl;ion and hi<IOr) and Ii "h.". frcom "~inl I.oui. 
Lnhrrs it }. Il l" is Ihr 
aUlhor uf Iht' ''''O ' 'olumr 
This GOlpd .... ~hall Ill' 
/'rl'atht'd (Cu~pl'l "ubl ishinll 1l 0USf) and is an 
t'ditor for Iht' fJicrianarJ" 0/ " erul'cosw/ and 
ChurilmU(ic \ ·I",·e",erus (Zondfn lin). 

FROM O UR R EADERS 
Would Likc to Start Aguin 

I have been with the A .... clT1b lie~ of 
God for ovcr 65 year<,. was ordaincd 
in 1932. I have had wonderful fcllow
~hip . I am 85 yca~ old and , I wi.,h I 

could !llart all over. There is ~o much 
to do and time running out. 

Samuel A. Merri ll 
Atwater, Califomia 

Still P-Jstorin g at 86 
I enjoy readi ng Herilage and read 

it from covcr to cover. Some of thcse 
Mories remind me of my own pioneer 
work in Oregon . 1 am now 86 years 
young. have been ~avcd 65 years, and 
in the mi ni Mry 64 year::.. I am still 
pa~toring a church. 

Floyd Huntley 
Coquille. Oregon 

Magazine Tops 
The enclosed gift subscription is for 

my sister Valenc ia Fife who live~ in 
Seatt le. We go back 68 years III 
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Information Needed on Simultaneous 
Water and Holy Spirit Baptism 

Have you seen someone baptized in the Spirit whi le being baptized in water? 
Has it happened to you? 

Catholic charismatic Kilian P McDonnell. OS8. believes thcre is a correlation 
and is interested in hearing from anyone who could add to his research of the 
subject. 

If you have information on the subject. you may writc to McDonnell at the 
Institute for Ecumenical and CullUral Research. Collegeville, Minnesota 56321. 

Pentecosl. 
Your magazine is tops. Sorry I did 

not learn about it years ago. 
Mrs. Margaret L. Heiland 
Mountville, Pennsy lvania 

Springfield! Features 
Ambassador Planes 

Beginning with the J une iss ue. 
Wayne Wamer's three-part fea ture on 
the Ambassador airplanes is appearing 
in Springfield.' magazine. 

The planes . a converted army C-46 
and a B- 17 - Ambassador I and 11 -
were u~ed in transporting Assemblies 
of God miss ionaries to and from their 
fields between 1948-5 1. The B-17 is 
now on display ill the Imperia l War 
Museum at Duxford Airfield. Cam
bridge, England. 

Springfield.' is a monthly city 
magazinc published by Springfield 
Communications, Inc. Edi tor and 
publishcr is Roben C. Glazier. 

. , , .... . ~ 



TIME FRAME 
--------------------------

National and World Events 
1965' The fir..[ U.S. combm ground t[OOPl>. 3,500 marine ... land in \'il.'lnam. Man:h 

8' A ~hcriff's po~~c and Slate trI){)pt!1"i be,,[ Ci\'il Righl~ rllllrcht!'" in Selma .• \!<lbam:t. 
1940 • A\ Axis power., continue aggrc~,ion in Europe and the Elf [a,,1, j,ola[ioni\ts 

here call for the United Stale .. to remain neutml 
1915 • The 8rili<;h liner UISiWlliu i, hit b) a Genn,m toq:~d(l and .. inb within 10 

minute~, with a 1m.;, of nearly 1.200 li\e~, including more Ihan a hundred Ameril'''"'', 

1965 - 25 Years Ago 
J. Robert Ashcroft. president of 

Evangel College, and his son John are 
visiting [4 countries on a IQur of 
Assemblies of God mission fields. 
President Ashcroft wrote, "From Cairo 
to Calcutla, from Djakana to Tokyo. 
I have seen Assemblies of God mis
sions and missionaries, and I love 
them!" 

FirM Church, Assembly of God, 
Oakland, California. hosted the 600th 
consecutive release of Revivaltime 
over Ihe ABC radio network on June 
13. Long before the Sunday afternoon 
broadcast began, the auditorium was 
filled to capacity. C. M. Ward's mes
sage was lilled '·Stragglers." The 
Revil'alrime Choir. under the direction 
of Cyril McLellan and which is on a 
summer tour, ministered during the 
broadcast. Host pastor is Paul C. 
Schoch. 

1940-50 Years Ago 
Missionary reports Il1 several coun

tries indicate the Holy Spirit mightily 
at work in the lives of nationals. In 
Ceylon , Carl Graves wrote about a 
revival in which 12 were filled with 
the Spirit and 13 followed the Lord in 
water baptism. In Argentina, Alice 
Wood writes, "Pmise God for revival 
which is stirring all over this field." A 
new olltstat ion in Liao Yang. Man 
churin , is having results. according to 
A.J. Ahlberg; 18 were baptized in 
water, and five in the Holy Spirit. B. T. 
Bard opens his Peking report with, 
" Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!" 
One hundred Truth Bible Institute 
students were baptized in the Spirit. 
"Never before have I witnessed such a 
mighty manifestation of the power of 
God," Bard wro te. W. L. Perrault, 
wri ting from Cuba, says new assem-

blies are being opened, a gospel paper 
is being publi~hed, ano the gospel IS 

being broadcast on a Cuban radio 
station. Mr. and Mrs. Louie W. Stokes, 
who have been on the staff at Central 
Bible Institute, Springfield, for the 
past 2 years. have been approved for 
missionary service in Cuba and will 
sail in the fall. 

Two districts have been divided to 
fonn new districts in the Southwest. 

New Mexico ministers have received 
permission to withdraw from the 
Texico District and form the New 
Mexico District. II. M. Fulfer has been 
elected superintendent. The Texas 
portion of the Texico District will now 
be known as the West Texas District. 

A similar procedure separated 
Arizona from the Southern California 
and Arizona District. N. D. Davidson 

Missiona!")' B. T. Bard teaching .. class at Peking's 
Truth Bible Inst itule. His 1940 repor1 leUS of 100 
student~ bapli 7.1,.>d ill the Itoly SI)irit . 

i ... the ~uperintcl1dent of the l1e\\ Iy 
created Arizona Di:..trict Council 

1915-75 \'f!ars Ago 
Alexander A. Boddy, AngJicull 

pu ... tor and cuitor of COllfidellCt' 
magllline. returned to hI ... Slinderl,md, 
England. congregation after mmi .. tcr
IIlg to Allied soldll!r~ fightlllg III 

Fr:.lI1cc. A phOio on the cover of the 
Augll .. t i ...... ue of COlljidl.'IIl·C ... how .. a 
French church in nlin, a \lctllll of 
German .. helling. Boddy called for Iw. 
Briti .. h readers 10 cOlllillllC praying for 
God"" intervention. "How wonderfully 
God ha~ helped us during thi .. yc,lr of 
warfare," he v.rote. "Ho\\ llltle we 
have .. uffered in England compared 
with the sufferings in Northern 
France." 

The "Ne\\ hsuc" -which tcache .. 
that believers must be rcbaptllCd in 
Jesll',' name to have a Scriptuml bap-
1ism - h<1 ... two more Assemblies of 
God leaders in their camp. Pt'II/('CO.I((l/ 

£\'(mgcl editor E. N. Bell and II presby
ter, H. G. Rodgers, were rebaptized by 
L. V. Roberts during a big camp meet
ing at Jackson. Tennessee. /Borlilwer 
resrated tlll'i,. Trillitarian I'iell's., 

The editor selects items of interest for thIs 
column from the Pentecostal Evangel, 
ApostoliC Faith, Word and Witness, and other 
publications. Comments and suggestions 
Irom readers are invited. 
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o Life on Faith Lines/rrom page 12 

PcmccQslals. 811kCfobscrvcd that "nothing 
but a laid-down life which seeks nOI it'> 

own comfort or plca~urc" could be of u,>c 
in a faith home .. 11le si"lc~ welcomed 
gue.,ts for a., long "a_~ the Spirit directed" 
them 10 .,tay. All tile (o!lcther and .,harcd 
equally whatever comforts the home 
offered. 

Daily morlllllg Bihle sludies (these 
ocl;asionally extended until lunch when 
"the Spirit [fell) and [heIdI m,") were 
supplemented by prayer lind coull'>eling 
with individual gUC\h. Nightly mb.,ion 
\crviccs continucd: and by the turn of the 
ce ntury. the ~i~ler., pre~ided over a small 
but thriving and expanding network of 
ministries. And. like other residents of 
faith hOme" before and after. they 
cherished memories of mingling with and 
minhlcring \0 mini,te~ and mi~sionarie!> 
from around the world "~ome of the 
choicest spirits on earth" Their faith home 
extended their innueneearound the world. 

I n [907. the .. i~ter" identified thei r 
efforts (thcy had constructed Elim 

Tabernacle by [904 and opened a Bible 
training school in [9(6) wit h the fledgling 
Pentecostal movemcnt . Their facilities 
offered hos pitality nnd training to an 
impressive li sl of early Assemblies of God 
ministers and mi ssionaries. For their 
~tudents and gueMS. they faithfully Illod
eled the life of faith. "gi ven to hospital ity." 
thaI they had embraced in [895 . They 
rejected aff"i li ,uion with emerging Pen 
tecostal fellowships and denominations. 
opting mther for the intimacy and indepen
dence of their small but influential work . 

The Duncan sbters regarded faith living 
as .~omelhing morc than 1I spi ritual exercise 
Ihm tested [md wengthened their confi
dence in God. They believed that some
not all - were "called" to live in faith 
homes and to opemte faith ministries and 
that those so called challenged lhe church 
rtI large: 

It is ... perfectly clear Ihat God 
through these faith works is nOI only 
dealing with those who are thecal led 
out ones. but He is testing and 
provin2. and educnti ng Hi s children 
the world over. He is putting His 
work with great needs in your midst. 
and every such work - if founded by 
God - is a challenge from Him 10 
hi s people as steward s of Hi s 
grace ... We as children of faith 
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!look] directly to Him for every 
need; other. a~ Hi\ ~tewards [look] 
to Him for guidance in dispen'ing 
the meam el1lru~ted to them: and 
thu~ God\ thought is that all Hi .. 
children !:Ihall compose one great 
household of faith. all working in 
beautiful harmony to fulfill lIis 
design for cach." 

Faith homcs and related faith minhlries. 
presupposed that believers lived with 
'>el1'>iti\"ity 10 the Holy Spirit. They chal
lenJ!.ed the church to give in response to 
iml~ediate promptings or "leading.,": to 
respon&iblt: \tcwa!"cbhip; and to con~tanl 
reliance on God. From thi., per.!.pective, 
the spirituality thaI nunured the faith life 
made salaries. budgets. and financial 
planning ~eem both unappealing and 
dangerou~ly carnal. 

Elizabeth Baker. who had been the 
undbpuled leader of the Elim Faith Home. 
died in January 191 5. A few year~ Illter, 
Susan Duncan. elderly and unhappy with 
the direction of the Pentecostal movement 
seemed to be taking. decided to close the 
fflith home and Bible training school. Elim 
Tabernacle continued 10 flourish. though 
wi thout the participation of members of 
the founding family. [I seemed to Susan 
Duncan that organization. with th e 
dreaded tende ncy \0 "man-made pro-

nr..lwing Room of Erim Home. Rochester. Nt-w York 

1 

grams" jeopardized Pt!nteco'tall<;m'~ 

future and threatened the Hldividual 
sensitivity to the Holy Spirit on which their 
work W3\ pf~dicated. 

ror jU~1 over 20 yea!":). Ihe Elirn Faith 
Home had sheltered seekers and workers. 
It had \'astly extended the si,>ters' influence 
and ab,>orbed much of their energies. But 
they had no successor-no one they 
believed would continue their work with 
their elllpha,e~. 

JUSI a~ they had felt impelled in 1895 
to open a faith home. so SU"Htl Duncan 
yielded 10 the conviction early in the 1920s 
that she "hould conclude it., minbtry. The 
end of the Duncan si~ters' active effons 
marked the clo).ing of a chnpter in the story 
of Pentecmtalism in Ihe northeast. 

Notes 

l. Elizabeth V. Baker. Chronicles of a Fairh 
Ufe (N.p.: n.p .. 1910?). 37. 

2. Chrol1icit'S.51. 
3. Chrollicl('.\·. 51. 
4 Clirolli(kI. 53. 
5. ChrOllir!p.l". 53. 
6. ChrUlliclcs. 63. 
7. Chronicles.6-I. 
8. Chronicles. 82. 

TO BE CONTINUED 
Heritage will continue this series in 
the fall issue. Dr. B1umholcr will 
examine the faith homes which 
operated in Zion, Illinois, and 
Oakland, California. -t-
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Gospel Publishing House has recently released several new books 
that are sure to stay off the shelf and in your hands! 

The Assemblies of 
God: A Chapter in 
the Story of Ameri· 
can Pentecostalism 
Vol. I & D by Edith L. 
Blumhofer. An ex
tensive and inspira
tional history of the 
Assemblies of God, 
these \'olumes reveal 
the people, places, 

~coom]¥sihm,,""\~~~d tribulations from pre. 
Ham . 

• , .. ,;.. 02JW0457 515.95 

'" .~. 

"PENTOC'OST sour 
~, jIJ. 

02JW0458 511.95 
O?JW0466 524.95 

Pentecost in My Soul 
by Edith L. Blumhofer. 
Explores the purpose and 
meaning oflhe "Pente
costal Experience" 
through the lives of 17 of 
the greatest early Assem
blies ofGod leaders. 
Pape'·. 02JW0646 $6.50 

I' •• 

The Assemblies of 
God Evangelist: Life 
and Work by Robert M. 
Abbott. Offers evange
lists concise advice for 
planning crusades, pre
paring promotional ma
terials, handling cancel
lations, finances, person
al life, and more. Paper. 

02JW0695 52,95 

Gill] Inll free, 

1-800-641-4310 
«(15.00 minimum] 

Or write to the address below: 

~ 
GOSPEL PUBLISHING HOUSE 
1445 Boonville Avenue 
Springfield, MO 65802-1894 

Add postage and handling charges: l.ess than 10,00, 15%; 
$10.00·$49.99, lW; S50.()().$99.99, 8't: SI000r more, n, 

Add :;ales t.."l.X ifappUrnble: CA, 6.25'1(: MO. 6,175'1. 

Prices arc subject. to change wiLhout notice. 

_.-

This Gospel . , . Shall 
Be Preached, Vol. I & 
II by Gary B. McGee, 
Presents the history of 
Assemblies of God for
eign missions from 1914 
to the present. A capti
vating account orthe 
historical and theologi
cal development of the 

Division of Foreign Missions. Paper. 
Volume I (to 1959) 02JW0511 59.95 
Volume n (since 1959) 02JW0673 S12.95 
2-volume set 02.JW0675 519.95 

Bound for the Promised 
Land by Elva J. Hoover. 
Looks at the li\'es of Abra
ham, Moses, Mary, and 
others and applies their 
experiences for today's older 
Christian. Helps believers 

'DII prepare for their senior years 
with excItement and anticipation. Paper. 

02JW086] 53.95 
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D Heritage Letter/from page 2 
(lrJ;lllll'd !tHIn: than :'0 )l'ar-. W\,." ('an 

lind Ilk'''~ dl'du.:all,.'J r",-Upll' Ill" like 
thl.' ... \\ ;l1;lU\~ in l'\l'r~ ,,:urtll'r 01 
,\ml'riL'a \Ian) afC ,ull .ll·li\t~ 

("'llleR'\ no di ... ,harge In th.\ minl"'
try • • i,lnt' t(lld Ille). 

fiN i .... ue of HaitllR(', What('\cr the 
ca .. e, we appreciate you a .. a Haiwgl' 
reader and A.., .. emblie.. of Gml 
Archive.., ~upponer. 

My travel.., thi .. pa .. t "'pring have 
taken me to couneib in Wi..,con .. in, 
Kan .. a .. , Alubama. Sou thern Nc\.\ Eng· 
hind, and N'e\\ Jer...ey. And by the tllne 
you receive thi.., issue I ..,hould be hack 
in Springfield after allending the 75th 
Ann iver .. ary Council fur the l"onh 
Texa .. Di .. tricl. 

I u ... ually meet people 
hi ... torical materiah. which 

who have 
.. l1ould be 

prescrved; and I interview .. ome of our 
pioncers on tape . Since many people 
arc yct unfamiliar with our Archl\'e" 
mini ... try, attcnding cou ncib gi\'c" me 
an opportuni ty 10 talk about ourdepan· 
melli's role for (he A ..... emblies of God 
and how we can as ... ist di..,trict .. and 
churchc ... 

One of thc highlights of my vb it (0 

Birmingham wa .. to interview three 
former di .. trict superintcndent .... C. C. 
Hidlc, Marv in Smith. and J .C. 
Thamcs. (We plan 10 interview thc 
fourth formcr superintendent of thi<.; 
great di strict, T. H. Spence, the next 
time he visits Springfield.) 

The four men above are reprcsentn· 
live of men and women who were 
young adults when the Great Deprc .. • 
..,ion hit America. Now in their 80,> and 
9Oli, their touch ing storie ... te ll 1.1 ... abou t 
bei ng ca lled to preach. giving up jo b .. 
and homes, and launching into thc 
mini ... try - u<.;ually with little or no 
formal mini,>terial training. 

Many time <.; they had no promi .. e of 
Income or a place to Ii\'c. In ... tead of 
re .. ting in a comfortable homc while 
evangelizing new areas, often time ... 
thcy shared rooms with others or <.; Iep( 
in (heir cars . Olher night ':. were spenl 
in their gospel tents to keep mobs from 
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.. elling them nn tire or tcaring them 
down. 

Marvin Smith kno\.\ .. \\ hat thaC .. all 
about. In one city he put up a tent ncar 
the r.lllroalJ .. idll1g hi .. fi~t nmt:lk(' . 
MI .. ehievou .. btlY" tied one end of a 
rope to the tent .md the t)ther end to a 
boxcar on the .. iding , L,lIe that night 
the rail Cl\.'\.\ hooked on to Ihe boxcar 
and .. caltered cal1\;\", tt'nt .. take .. , and 
.. ongbook.., do\.\ n the trJd .... You'd have 
thought <I tomado had gnne through. 
Providentially, nobody \\a .. in the tent 
that night 

G. Fmnk ami Genevieve DiBella arc 
ju..,t two other pioneer mllli .. te~ I ml'l 
this .. pring. Reared III the En .. !. Fmnk 
ga\'c up a promi .. ing banking career 10 

preach the go .. pel 1\0\\ 80 and 79, 
Ihey remain aCII\"(' in a ho .. pital mini .. · 
try in Nutley, Nc\\ Jel'\ey. 

Our rcconb ..,ho\.\ that IllOrc than 
900 living mini .. tcr.. have bccn 

Smnl' of them arc 11Il1llt.'ol.lund (l( 

li\ing OUI thclr la" ~t.'a", III IlUr"in!! 

hOIllI.'''' 

You ('an ... hm .. your arpn:~.:latl(m anll 
100e In lhe..,(' pionel'r.. \\ llh an ()(e;t
\Ional 'I,ll and ofkring h) hdp ",her· 
t'vcr pn ...... ihle (Sume '" hI! nevl'r l'anlL'd 
VCr) ITllll'h money anti .In.: on Ihed 
Income .... \\ould det.'rl~ appreCiate.' a 
finanl'wl gin 11m" and then although 
they \\oul<.l never iI ... k for hdp.) 

If you \\lInt a hlc ...... lIlg ano a chal· 
lcngc . \11 un", n \\ ilh our pionee,", anJ 
talk to them ahoullhcir mini\lry. (Put 
it on tape ami .. end 1.1" a cop~ ) "ou'll 
come <I\.\a)' \.\ ith a greater ;tpprecl<ltl()n 
for thc .. c mcn and \HHllCn \\ hu 1'lId 

l"tlundalion .. for A .... clllhltc .. 01 (jod 
congrcgat lon .. , .. chou"'. ,lrlll 
mini .. tric .. around thl' \\orll.1 

other 
-t 

If }UU hll~ ~r dd ... " Ihrou~h Auburn, wbl'llSka, )«I muld ha ... driwn b) Ihl' A ... nul' \lllIl"Intfnb • 
.. hicb 70 yell" II!:" h~ Ihf first Gt'~ .... l Council Bibit' liChool. Sft p~ U lOr (;I('nn Guhr\ ffitlun' 
on Ihe 00i Mid~ Bibit' School. COtI l"ley of Sam"!) 11. . McNI). 
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