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THE HERITAGE 
LETTER Way .. Warn" 

H .l.\1.' you ever ~\()ppcd to thml,. about 
Ihc trcmcndoU'. l:ontrihUlion women 

have made In the kingdllm of God" In the 
Pcntcco\'ill m(l\\!rncnf' In the A.,\cmblie .. 
of God" 

Thi .. I.,\UC i ... dt'voted 10 telling aboUI 
Ihal contrihution. hut 20 page\ hardly 
'tCr.tI..:hc\ the '>urt;'l!c. I do thinl,., ho .... c\cr. 
that the .. toric\ you will read In thi .. ,.,,,uc 
rcprc\cnt a miuoco .. m of the A ... \cm· 
blie .. of God and pcrhap\ the 1\:nlcco\lal 
mO\cmcnt 

And not only th'lI. people you rcad 
about and \ec pictured In thi" i'>'>ue might 
be women you know nothing about. We 
planned it Ih'll way. hoping to bring out 
of our rich hi,,[ory '>[Orie .. of people who 
were c<lllcd to mini .. tcr the mc\.,agc of 
redeeming grace and who pcrhap'> flave 
not rece ived due recognition In recent 
year.. And we arc not ~aying thai women 
fcalUrcd tire nel;c~~arily the people who 
have made Ihe !!reale .. 1 contribution If we 
didn't ~ele(:t your favorite female mini"tcr, 
perhap .. her turn Will come liller, I hope 
so, 

Beginning on Ihe next ptlgc you will 
find the ~tory of Marie Stephany. onc of 
the mi.,..,ionaric., who would be III our hall 

Think how much more women 
could have contributed 

h~ld men been more willing 
to recognize their .calling 

and 10 make room for them. 

of fame If we had one. Imagine wiking 
out for China III [9[6. reJccted by her 
family and nobody to ~ee her off at thc 
qatlon - ~irnply because her friends 
mi"akenly went to the wmng station! 

Wh al Marie Stephany did in Chma 
during a civi l war and then a Japane~e 
IIlva<,ion, <, hou ld never be forgottcn by 
people who lovc and honor missionarie ... 
But [ don't need to tcll you thai Marie 
Stephany wa~ only one o f many who were 
ready to lay down their live .. because of 
the burning p:Mlon 10 take the go~pel to 
the rcgiom beyond. 

Some or our readers will draw a blank 
when they <,ce the name of Edith Mac 
Pennington. Other; of you. however. will 

W(lYllt' 1:.. W(lmer is 
Dm'C'/or of/he A/G 
ArchH't'$ 
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rcmembcr her powerful evangeli\til' 
cfforh from coa..,t to coa .. t during the 
19~O\ . Some (If her mectmg<' mmed 
hcaven and eanh, \0 10 \peak. for ." long 
a .. 10 wccb ' Hundred<, were convened. 
other. \l.CTl! bapll/cd in the Spirit. and 
many of Ihe newcomer. jOllled the kx:al 
churche ... 

Can you imagine it meeting tod"y 
contllluing pmctically every night for to 
week,,? Edith Mac Pennington ooviou<,ly 
talked about \omething beside" the beauty 
conte~t "he had won in 19:!1 

A uniquc .. tory in thi\ i" .. ue i .. ahout 
Jane Schaffer-Blythe. The <,tOT)' i .. unique 
in that Jane i~ still active. \'CI)' acti\c. a.<, 
the Women\' Mini<,try president for the 
Tenne~ .. ee Di~tricl. Mo~t of our \tories are 
about people who "([I'e \en'ed. not about 
people who continlle to mini"ter_ Here 
again, you will not want t(l mil,., thc story 
of another woman who W;t, called to 
"pcnetrme the darkness .. 

Her light i" \tlll brightly hurning, 
You might have mixed feeling .. about 

Edith Blumhofer'\ In depth article 
regarding the hi .. torical role of w'omen in 
the mini\try. You might not agree with 1111 
of her conclu\ion~. You will. howc\cr. 
tldmire Edith for her careful re .. e<lrch and 
the presentation of her fach. A .. alway\. 
Edith makes you think about the i,,\ues. 
We have 3dded photographs to thi" ;miclc 
from our growing archive .. collection. 
Some of the<,e tire rare. Some of the 
people you \1.111 recognizc. Olher<;. you 
probably will not know. 

J list a closing thought on the contents 
of thi s special women\ I~sue. It. of 

course, could nevt::r happen. but what if. 
what if someone or somcthlllg could 
delete the contribution women have made 
while .. ervi ng in \',lrious ministrie .. within 
the Assemb[ies of God. Completely wipe 
it out of our history. Nevcr to be 
remembered again. 

To begin with. think about the mis­
sionary beachheads tha t have been 
establi~hed around the world. Establi~hed 
by women because men could not or 
would not go. 

Think about the many churches women 
have planted in this country. many of 
which arc super churches today (and all 
too often. the founders forgotten). 

" ( .. ) 
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Think. 100. of the \l.omen c\angcli st<,. 
Sunday \l'hool and youth worker". 
mu<,ician\. thousands Invohed In 
\\'omen\ Mini .. trie<,. Pil\tor.--cvcrything 
with the exception of exccutivc leilder­
.. hip-- HI which women ha\'c been given 
opponulllty to mini"ter. 

To [o"e what women htl\-e contributed 
in our movement would be wor;e than a 
nightmare. It would be an irreplaceable 
10"" for the Kingdom. 

Their contribution. thank God. i .. a 
permanent pan of our history. [t cannot 
be deletcd or erased! 

And while we arc thinking about 
women's involvcment in the rninhtry. 
think how much more they could have 
gi \'en and shilrcd had men bcen more 
willing to recognize their calling tlnd 
mtldc room for them. That\ frightening. 

Let us never forget women and their 
mini\lry in our history. And if God 
continues \() call them-and I betieve He 
will (and yes. J1ltlybe even to executive 
lcader;hip role\)-let us not be guilty of 
\lining thcir mini~trie". 

f-uture Lillian Trnshers, Marie Browns, 
Mtlrie Stephanys. Hallie Hammonds. ;:lI1d 
Mother Mary Arthur .. need all the 
encourngement and prayer. we can offer. 

-;. 

IIrn/ug/' i~ publi(hlod quarlrrt~ h.1 the ""wmblil"> 
of God \rchilt,,;. 1445 tl OO!lIit1e \H .. Sprinj!­
field. \10 65802. Phonl' (~ 17 1 862-278t. Thi~ 
paper i, rrl'(' 10 mrl1lt~r~ of Ihe \''>I'l1Iblie~ of(;od 
It l'rila}:e Sociel~. YCllrl} member<;hip~ are alail­
able for SIO: lifetime member,hip!> are $ 100. 

I'l'r~o", "j,hinj! to domlle historical malrri81s 
such a~ l'orre~pondenl'c, photo)!raph •. twpe" 
rilm\. ma)!alines. books. mjnutl'~. etc .. are urj!ed 
10 "rite to Ihe .\rl'hi, 1'li at the aboll' addrl~. 
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\larie Stephllny in 1962. II fl"\O' months before her dralh. In~l, " llIrie belO .... ~In!t to China. 

She was often described as fearless and strong, 
but her Chinese believers, who knew 

Marie Stephany best, called her 

Mother Peace 
By Adele Flower Dalton 

I fiN became acquainl!,!d with Marie 
Stephany in 19-U, whcn. as a ne" 

missionary. I was pri\'ileged 10 be with her 
in a missionary convention 

I shall never forge! this \;Ilian! lady. 
After 26 year-. a ... a mi ... sionary in a hO-'>lile 
land. pioneering churche,> III region~ 
untouched by Ihe go~pc1. and !>uffering 
Indignilies at Ihe hand ... of J;lpanc'>c 
soldiers and cOlllllluni~t bandits. Marie 
Stephany wea,> Slill dauntless. Her rough­
ened voice still rang out with Ihe 

con\'IClion that had overcome 'tCcOlmgly 
imurmounlablc ob~laclc" J\ .. he mini,,­
tercd to the 10\1 In 1\onh China 

Marie Stephan) v.a~ born in 1878 in thc 
land then called AU\lria-Hungary. thc 
seventh of twelve children_ At JO years of 
age. she wa~ earning adult v.llge"d" thc 
wheat fields: at 11. hcr M:hooling ended. 
she was working as a nursemaid. When 
she was 12, Marie's fathcr. who had 
emigrated to Ihe United St:llc .. , ~ent for 
her to join him in Cleveland, Ohio. Maric 
crossed the ocean alone. Later, the re~t of 
her family abo came to America. 

With Ihe passing years, Marie became 
increasingly hungry for the reality ... he did 

not find In her Roman Catholic Chun;h 
One day while -.crubbing the pantry floor, 
Marie cried, "If there .'> a true God, I want 
to know Him. I "ant my heart dean like 
thl~ floor." Immediately. the pal1try "a'> 
lIuffuscd "Jlh light. and 1\iJrie "J\ filled 
"ith joy. Later, when her prie~t told her 
to confess, ~he replied, "1 ha\\! nothi ng 10' 
confess. Jesu~ ha~ laken away all my ~ins." 

ror abandon ing her tradillonal religion. 
Marie was pcr\eculed by her fami ly, but 
she did not waver. She was attending a 
Christian and Missionary Alliance church 
when she heard of the Pentecostal out­
pouring in Los Angeles in the early days 
of this century. In 1906, after much fasling 
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and pr.t)cr, Mane \\.a~ filled with Ihe 11(11)' 
Spirit. AI Ihe \Jme time, God (i.lled her 
to go a\ a ml .... I(ln .. I)' In China 

I 1\\..1\ the fall ul 1<114 hef{lre Mane could 
ent~r Beulah lIelghl .. Bible School In 

Mnh Bergen, '\;c"" Jer.c~ At ~5 ),ear. nf 
ag~, ""ith nnl) \Cant)' fonnal cdueall('n In 

another language. Mane had dirficult) 
""Ith her ~tudle, and "a .. nllen di\L"tlur· 
aged BUI dunng hcr'>('cond )ear at Beulah 
lIeighh, Gnd re.llI,rmed her call. On 
Thank'gl\lng Day ... he dedilred. "~J[t 
Thanhgl\lng, I ""Ill he In ('hlna. 

When Marie gmduillcd In May 1916. ,he 
"a, ord,lIned a .. J "mi"~lIlnJr) Jnd 
ev.lngell\!," By C,klnhcr. ~he h"d heroullil 
• lnd Ihe S I ,(100 .. he needed flIT f .. re ilnd 
Olh~r cJ[pcn .. e.. Bitterly nppo'>('d by her 
filmily ilnd In.uhcrtl'ntly dc'erted by her 
friend .. , who h,ld rni .. I .. ~enly gone \(l .. ee 
her off at another ,1 .. llon. Marie \Ct nut 
for Chini!, utterly ,.Inne BUI .. he kne"" .. he 
wa~ going In the will 01 Ciod, ,lnO He 

ilitterly OPI)Ol)ed by her 
family, Mar ie prel)arcd for 

the ministry and 
arrived in North Chiml 
Thanksgiving Day 1916, 

"ould nOI for:.ake her. On Thank'gi\'ing 
Day ... he dl .. embarked ilt TIent,in ... outh 
of Pcking. In Nonh Chlni! 

OUTIng her \ee(lIld year of language 
~tudy at Tal Yuan-l'u. the cllpltal of Shan .. i 
Province. Milne had .. 'hon V"Jcation in 
the mountain" A .... he lookcd down on 
the myriad ;,cllicmenh III the \'"lley below. 
her hean wa .. deeply ~lIrrcd "Oh Lord," 
.. he prnyed. "<,end .. omeone to take Christ 
In Ihose village ... " 

In 1918 Marie looked lor a place to begin 
her rl1lnl~lry. But III every city ~he tried 10 
enter, ~ome hllldrnnce dewlopcc..l. Finally. 
III de~pcral lon, .. he Cried. "Lord. where do 
You want me to go'!" In an~'Wer. He 
reminded her of the village .. in the valle). 

The hou<'c Marie rented 111 Iluei Ren "a~ 
dilapidated and diny . • nur load~ of mud 
had to be caned out of the two TO(Irm "he 
wa~ preparing to u .. e. By Ihe tllne !,he 
brought 111 ,and and laid a brick nOOT. her 
money wa." gone. and the workmen "ere 
not paid 

At the \cry momenl \\.hcn Marie a!>ked 
God to ~upply thi~ need. the Lord ~poke 
to a n1l"'Slonal)' 2511lde~ a\\.ay. In Ie ..... than 
2 houl">, he nxle 11110 lIuel Ren. bringing 
Marie S25 of tithing money. Thi ... was one 
of the many mll'3c1es the Lord pcrfomled 
to supply her need .... 

Among Iho~e who Il ttended Marie\ 
nightly meel ings wa!> a teenage boy who 
acce pted the Lord. The day he was 
bapt ized. he was beaten unmereifully and 
cast out o f his home. Marie named him 
Peter and took hi m in as her houseboy. 
Peter later became her fai thful evangel ist. 
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Marie 
Sicphany's 
China 
1916·42 

Photos courtes) of \Iice 
StC'-'1)rt and the I)i\ isioll 
of Foreign \-1issioll'i . 

SoO~ or Iht' otder child rl'o at the orphanage, 

While ministering in Huei Ren. Marie 
wrote 10 Ihe U.S. A~'Iemblic~ of God 
headquarters. telllllg of her ordirmlion and 
asking to be accepted a~ a member of Ihi ... 
body. The credenliab .. he recei\ed from 
thi~ fellowship are dated May 17, 1919. 

During Marie's 2 years III Huel Ren. 
many Chine'>C accepted Christ and were 
litled wilh the Holy Spirit; three were 
called to preach the gospel 

F eeling led 10 take her mes!.age 10 
another \llIage. Marie left the Huei 

Ren mission in the care of a Chine ... e 
worker. She rented a house in Ta Ch'ang 
and, with the help of a nalne evangel­
ist. began to preach Christ in this new 
community. 

Marie was appalled b)' Ihe many 
Chine!.e who "ere addicled to smoking 
opium. So enslaved did they hccome that 
even men of prestigious famihe ... often sold 
everything tbey owned. Includ ing 
members of their families. 10 buy this 
drug. As Marie wre ... tled in prnyer for the 
liberation of these souls. many "ere saved 
and delivered from Ihis evil habit. 

During the greal fami ne that swept 
across China in 1920 and 192 1. parents 

who were unable to feed Iheir children 
frequently sold their lillie boys. Many 
baby girlS were drowned or left 10 pcri'lh 
in desened lields. Moved with compas­
'lion. Marie shared her home with 30 of 
these unfortunate children. These were the 
lir;t of many abandoned children who were 
brought to Marie. 

Although ... he was never \ery strong 
physically. Marie often took Peter and the 
wife of her evangelist and walked from 
village to village. preaching Christ. The 
pockets of belie\\!rs that were fonned in 
these villages asked for e\'angeli"ls, but 
Marie had no workers to send them. Soon, 
she was holding a meeting III a different 
village each night of the "eek. 

When il WJ.S time for Marie's furlough. 
Assemblies of God missionaries from 
another part of North China came to care 
for Ihe Ta Ch'ang mission during her 
absence. 

Early in 1926. Marie returned. bringing 
two new missionaries-Alice Stewart and 
Henrietta TIeleman-and a tenl. 

In spile o f the cold. the tent meetings 
the missionaries began in March were well 
allended. To their delight. they discovered 
thai many Chinese who were afraid to enter 



Marie with a former drug addict who ..as 
SIIvM and blIpt iU'd In tht Spirit. 1940. II I' 
~abl is hed an outstation churen. 

lliChllnil Assembl} of God. Shansi. '\or1h China. buil t 
In 1939 durin!: J apanese o«upatlon. n ul lding .. ould_1 
a Ihousand ptoplt'. Bell eould be hurd lOr mi ll"§. 

the mission chapel would come into the 
lent. Through the years. many Chinese 
accepted Christ in the lent meetings that 
were held throughout the valley. 

That fall . Marie opened a Bible school 
to train workers. Some of the students were 
ungainly and showed little promise. But 
after receiving the Holy Spirit. many of 
them became good students and developed 
into splendid evangelists. 

Marie liked to tell of Mrs. Liu. a village 
woman who accepted the Lord in a tent 
meeting. li::Ir 7 years. she was afraid to 
confess Christ openly before her neigh­
bors. It was a day of great rejoicing when. 
one by one. Mrs. Liu threw her idols into 
the fire. Afterward. she was greatly used 
of God in prnying for dope addicts to be 
deli\ered. 

Two of Marie's evangelists answered the 
call of God to minister in Mongolia. Marie 
fearless ly wen t to visit them in 1932. 
journeying through territory where many 
travelers had been beaten, robbed, or 
killed. She was o\'erjoyed to see the work 
God had helped them toestablish in Kiang 
Pao Hsien. 

The congregation in Ta Ch'ang grew 

until the mi"'~ion church wa~ far too ~mall 
The number of churche~ scattered through­
out the valley aho grew. A .. Marie taught 
the ne .... belie\er~ to build their own 
chapels and support their c\angeli ........ 
these works bcrame sclf-supponing. 

For many ycan.. antiforeign re~cntmcnt 
had been building up throughout 

Ch ina. By 1936. rumors reached Ta 
Ch'ang of missions and mi\stonarie\ thai 
had been un\peakably ml,treated by the 
communists. 

"If I am taken." Marie lold her 
belicvcrs, "do not pay any ran ... om moncy 
for me. Accept it as from thc Lord." Then 
she added. "Psalm 91. vcr;c, 5 through 7 
is the zone where you can safely dwell .. 

As the communist hordes came nearer, 
Marie stood firmly on the promise: ''A 
thousand shall fall at thy \ ide ... but it 
shall not corne nigh thee." 

On the Sunday when a communist 
attaek seemed imminent. Marie called her 
people together. As they prayed. the 
mighty presence of God descended. 12 
belie\'ers were filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and a great wave of peace enveloped the 

l:ongrl!'gatllln Althuugh man~ III the 
\il:illll\ ,ulfered <1t thC' hand, of the 
c(lmmuimh. God fulfilkJ II" pn:lIni\e In 
'1arie; not nne of her helie\er, W,h 

molc~teJ 
But thl!' l:ommum,l, wen' onh (lne III 

the pmhkms III tlidl area of ChUla dunng 
the l~llh . The JapanC'\c artn~ tonk 
alhanta£c \11 ("hlllil\ pt1Iilll·,tI unre~t and 
(ll"t·upiC'd porti(ln, (II the nlUnlr~ 
Indudlllg the nllrthern !<.el:tHln "here 
\1dTlc and other 1ll1" :(lnanC\ werl!' 
.... orklllg , l"hat Ill"l:upatwn began In 
(}.;I,lhcr lin? The m,,,"1nanc,. ho .... c\er. 
wcn:: pcmlltlC'J to l"\lntlllul' their mllll't!) 
de'pite the war oct\\L'C'n J,lp,m'lIld ('hllld 

\l<lric·, 'el','nJ tl'nn III Chlll,\ length· 
cnC'd IIlIiI 10 \ea ...... Shc "a, relul·tant I\l 

Jea\!;! hl'r pc-;'ple Junnf' ,u\·h pcnl(IU' 

Despite the political un rest 
and the wa r " ith J ~l pan . 
~ t ari(' established a ~trong 

Christian base in North China. 

time,. hut ,he final1) ;!greed 10 go to 
America fllr her long ml."niuc furlough 

~1aTle relUmed to Chllla III 1939. Aiter 
two long mgh" on the hilrtl \ea" of a 
ero\\ dcd tr.llll, ,he real:hcd Tong Yang . a 
to'Wn 5 mile, from Ta Ch'ang· "hC'f\' her 
e\:mgell,t, met her .... llh a ~pringle, .. hoN.' 
cart A\ they neared Ta (,h·'lIlg. they were 
met b) many Chlnc~e beIJe\er.. \It\\ 
Tickman and \11\\ Stew,ln who had 
nllnl\tercd In Ta Ch'ang dunng her 
absence and the orph.mage children The 
welcoming proce~<,ion wound it\ Joyful 
.... a) through the \illage to the nll',~ion 

For man) months. nc'Ws from thiS 
Interior region had nOI reilt:hed Mane 
With thanhgi\ IIlg. ~he kilrncd how God 
h,ld provided for Hi\ people and lIi\ .... ork. 
In ~pilc of the civil unre~land the war with 
Japan, the j!o~pel had entered many new 
village ... A \ilnctuary. 'e.Hlng 1.000 
people, had been built in Ta Ch·ang. On 
the dedication day. It wa~ fillcd. and the 
presence of God came upon the people III 

Pentecostal power. 
The Ta Ch'ang mi .... ion. that had begun 

III a rented hou')C with only one Chine\{' 
evangeh't. no\\ had \'arIOU\ buildings and 
aimosl 10 'Workers. (Atka" t .... o-third\ of 
these had been mir.lculou\ly deh\'ered 
from slavery to opium.) Many new statIons 
had been opened and were askmg for 
e"angelisl\ The work to 'Which God had 
called M<lrle \0 long ago ..... a~ no'W ..... idely 
scattered throuj!hout the valley. 

That ycar, 12 student~ from Ta Ch'ang 
were attending the A~sell1blie~ of God 
Bible school in Peking. Twenty others 
were studymg in the local 4-momh Bible 
school. 

News of blessing and growth a lso 
reached Marie from her mi!.!.ionaries in 
Mongolia. In onc town, a group of people 

Conlillued on page! III 
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~rom the root~hts 
Lo Lh~ 

Li8ht ofille Cra:ss 
The &Lory or [vw18e1isL IdiLh Ha~ PenniJ18Lon 

T he date wa\ !\iovcmbcr 5. 1921. and 
the place wa~ $1. Loui~, Mi.,."ouri, at 

the final night of th.: contc~t to lind the 
rllO~t bC;LUtiful girl in the Umted Slatc~. 
Ncrvou~ !prh and f,lInity mcrnbcr~ held 
their brettth a~ Ihe Judge\ announced Ih:1I 
they had unanimou\ly .. elected a 19-ycar­
o ld Pine Bluff. Arkansa5. school Icacher, 
Edith Mac P,lIIc~on 

The long W,lIt had finally ended. 
More than 7.000 gi r l .. had entered the 

conlC~1 with hopes of copping Ihe first 
pril c. which besides Ihe fame and oppor­
tuni t ies to earn movie contracts. wa~ 
worth $2.500. 

It isn't often t hai a schoo l teacher 
becomes an in~t3nt ce l ebr ity. BUI it 
happe ned to Edi th Mac Patterson on Ihal 
memorable nigh t 66 years ago last 
November. 

l-Ierilll8l' readers who were around in 
the early 1930~ wi ll remember this beauty 
queen wi nner by her married name, Edith 
Mae Pennington. And they will remember 
that Edi th gave up a promisi ng stage and 
movie career for the life of a n itinerant 
Assembl ies of God evangelist. 

Meeti ngs Edit h Mac Pennington con­
ducted across America were marked by 
big crowd., and old-fashioned revivals that 
losted as long as 10 weeks. And when she 
to ld her life story-" From the fuo tlights 
to the Light of the Cross" - hundreds were 
co n ve rted a nd Challenged to give up 
world ly pursui ts to fo llow the humble man 
of G'lli lee. 

The crowds knew they were hearing one 
who was not asking them 10 do somethi ng 
she hersel f was not wi ll ing to do. 

T he v ita l s tati s ti cs on Edi t h M ac 
P:lIIerson Penningto n tell us that she 

was born June 9, 1902, and died May 16, 
1974 -a few da ys s hort of he r 72nd 
birthday. 

But th at 's o nl y the pe rime ters of her 
life. What need~ to be told , of course, are 
the eve nt s be twee n 190 2 an d 1974-
especi ally the years followi ng her unusual 
con vers io n wh ich ha ppe ned in a s mall 
Pe ntec osta l chu rc h in Ok la homa Ci ty. 
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That wa~ III 1925 after .,he had made lot~ 
of money and gained fame from co .. ~t to 
coa~t. 

People around Pine Bluff. Arkama'o, 
knew Edith'., parent'>, Arch and Julie 
Patterson, a., hard-working and God­
fearing people. Arch was a foreman for 
the Colton Belt railroad, but few people 
knew hi~ name outside of Jeffer<,on 
County. 

Unde~tand. though, that was before his 
19-year-old daughter entered the 51. Loui<. 
beauty contest. 

From 7 ,000 e ntries, 
Edith Mae Pennington 

\liaS judged 
the most beautiful girl 

in the United States for 1921. 

Actually, Edith Mac had nothing to do 
wi th enteri ng the contest. Her aun\, Mn.. 
w. J. Miller, read about the contest in Pine 
Bluff's Daily Graphic and submitted 
Edi th -s photograph. The paper named 
Edi th as a regional winner and .,ubmiued 
he r photograph to the St. Louis Globe­
De mocra t . sponsors of the national 
con test. Tha t put Edith in competition 
with other regional wi nners for a chance to 
wi n $1.000 in the U.S. District. The other 
three districts were Missouri. Illinois, and 
SI. Louis. 

Edi th won the U.S. District prize in 
October 1921. a month after a IS-year-old 
h igh school gi rl from Washington. D.C., 
won a s im ilar co ntest in Atlantic City. 
New Jersey - the first Miss America com­
petition . 

_ After wi nning the district title , Edith 
was automatically entered in the Capi tal 
Prize competition which carried the honor 
as being the " Most Beau tifu l Girl in the 
U.S." 

But accord ing to the judges, it was no 
con test. T he newspaper told abou t the 
award the next morni ng: 

B)' a ~ponlaneou~Jy unanimou~ 
decision of the Judge~ the 52500 capital 
pnle, awarded to the queen of all the 
beautie~ in the Globe-Dent(l("r(lt·.\ 57100 
beauty contc,t, goe~ to MI'>\ Edith Mac 
P.JlleMn of 106 Rutherford Place_ Pine 
Bluff. Ark ...... ho i\ already fir<.t pri?e 
v. inner in the United Stales District 
With this announcement the Globe­
Dl'motrm ends its search among more 
than 7000 girls ..... ho took part in the 
conte.,t" 

One of the judges, a pri/.e-winni ng 
sculptres." Nancy Coonsman Hahn. said, 
"The most effective role in which Edith 
could be cast would be that of Helen of 
Troy ... From the fin.\, her beauty arrested 
and compelled my attention ."~ 

The judges were impressed with Edith's 
naturalness: "No rouge or lipqick, 
eyebrows weren't penciled nor pulled. Her 
lashes had no blacking around their rims. 
She wasn't chewing gum. '" 

Edith and her famiy and ali of Pi ne 
Bluff were on top of the world. 

Un known to Edith. she was be ing 
pulled into a lifestyle that she had never 
known in Pine Bl uff or at Rice Institute 
where she had atte nded for a year in 
preparation for a teachi ng career. 

She would leave her beloved Lakeside 
School pupils in Pine Bluff and step into a 
wo r ld which she would later call a 
"modem Sodom." 

At first Edith Patterson enjoyed the fame 
and the exci tement which had jerked her 
away from L.1keside School. Nearly 4,000 

Photos at Right 
Edith Mal' I\<nninj! lon poses for an Associlltw 
Prl'ss photograph l' r durin g a ml'elin g she 
conducted in Glad 'lid ings Thbemac\e, New York 
in t932. WIDE WORLD PHaros_ Inset, left, is 
Edith after being namw Ihe most beautifut girl 
in the Unili'd Stale!!, Nowmber 5, 1921. Photo 
courtesy of St. Louis Mercantite \..ibl'll.ry Assn. 
tnse t , ri ght, SI. Louis Globe-Demorral s lory 
I'I'porling the contest, No' 'ember 6, 1921. 





On the sta~e and in l-IolI)wooo ... 
;'h was \~ry exciling, alluring. 

imiting. yet, I was 
rar rrom being happy and 

slitisfied. " 

peopl e wro te to he r. ~e .. era l o f whom 
propo~ed [0 her. 

The fiN year after winning [he award . 
Edith appeared on lOt \tage~ around the 
country_ She devel oped an ac t and wa ~ 
graciou ~ ly welcomed into country club .. . 
honored :H b;mquet s. modeled expcn~ ive 
clothing (md Jewelry. and was chaurfeured 
111 e:r;pen"lve car. 

But the Roaring Twentie s fo r Edith 
Patler .. on soon had a dull and e mpt y 
~ound "It wa s very exc iting, alluring. 
inviting , yet. I wa~ far from being happy 
and sati .. fied," she wrote later.' 

Hollywood promiM!d great priles 10 the 
young Pine Bluffnati\IC. but God began to 
deal with hcr heart. even while she worked 
toward a screen career, One day Edith told 
her mother that she was going to leave the 
entertainment field. that her desire ror the 
stage and \(:reen were gone , 

lIer mother was delighted "Edith. I 
have been waiting for you to say that." she 
said . "I knew you would eventually make 
that decision .'" 

Sometime later Edllh was drawn to a 
Pentecostal church In Oklahoma City. 
Edith's expensive mink coat. gold ear­
rings and bracelets. and diamond rings 
marked her as one who didn't frequent 
typIcal Pentecostal More-front missions. 
Certainly she would never be mistaken for 
one of the altar workers or a Sunday 
school teacher. 

But there she sat in a Pentecostal 
church. hungry for an experience with 
God. 
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A woman memhcr of the church .. potted 
the .... orldly [(xll-ing Edith and knew from 
her ;Ippearance that ... he belonged on her 
knee ... at an o ld-fa<,hioned al[ar. Th iS 
w()rldly type. the woman probabl) 
rea,oned a ... \he appmar.:hed &11 th. needed 
[he ~ledge hammer .... itnes~lIlg tactic. And 
~o ~he Immediately began to rebuke Edith 
for her .... orld lllle!, ... 

Her con\'e~ion came in 1925 
at a small l'rntecost<ll 

church in Oklahoma Cit:,. 

Othen wou ld have recoiled and 
~tolllped out o f the church. BUI Ed ith had 
been on a spiritual \Carch long before .. he 
entered the Iltlle building. The rebuke wa~ 
all Edi th needed. " I lore the neckl ace fro m 
my Ihroat." ~he would ~ay whe never she 
re lated her life MOT)', "and ru~hi ng to Ihe 
altar I .. tripped off my fur coal and caSI it 
at t he fee t of t he be nevo le nt - e ye d 
preacher.'" 

The next day Edith sold her Jewelry and 
donated the money to charity. That night 
' he re turned to the litt le church. looking 
more like the Pentecostals who sat around 
her. and preached an impromptu !>cmlOn . 

Th e brcak was c lear. Edith - as s he 
de'cribed it later - went from "Movieland 
to Canaanland ," and "From the FOotlights 
to the Light o f the Cross ." And she didn't 
look back. 

Edith was later baptized in the Spirit 
and "received my divinely appointed call 
to preach the full gospel.'" 

Pentec05talislll had snatched someone 
from the entertainment world. one who 
would become a big drawing card and an 
effective evan gel is\. What more could 
they ask for in the on-going struggle with 
evil forces! 

A big question in the minds of a lot of 
people who knew Edith was how the 

folk s in Pine Bluff would react to the 
conversion. They had a chance to see up 
close their former beauty winner when 
Edith returned to her hometown where she 
became an assistant pastor at the Assem­
bly of God. a position she kept for2 years. 

Pine Bluff offered Edith a place of 
ministry. but down deep within her heart 
was an urgency to expand her borders. to 
preach in evangelistic meetings across the 
nation. Before that ministry could get off 
the ground. however. she went through the 
agony of a marital separation. 

She had earlier married her former 
business manager. J. B. Pennington, and 
had given birth 10 a daughter, Edith 
Lorraine. Edith Lorraine wrote recently 
that her fa ther was saved alone time but 
chose not to follow Christ: "He seemed 
jealous of Mother's love for the Lord and 
also of her call into the ministry. ,,,. 

To Edith Mae. forsaking the call of God 
on her life would be the worst thing she 

could do. She hoped and prayed that J B. 
and ... he could Illllll .. ter together; but If it 
came do .... n to elther her marriage or the 
cail, the call would come firs t J B . 
Pe nnington wa~ no t interes ted in the 
ministry and walked out of Ihe \i\C~ of hi' 
wlfe and li tt le daughter, 

Edi th M ac Pe nn ingto n . il ke Aimee 
Se mple \ k Pher.on. Maria Woodworth­
Etter. and the Pentecostal social worker 
Mary Moi,e (who a\<'o were ma rried to 
men who did not feel called to preach), 
had accepted wha t she understood as a 
d ivi ne call to preach. And she was willing 
to pay the pr ice. There was no o th e r 
choice. 

T he o ld Arkan .. as-Louisiana Di strict of 
the A~semblies of God ordained Edith 

o n Se pt e mbe r 26 . 19 30 . She wo uld 
rema in with th e denominati on fo r 20 
year;, first as an evangeli ~t and then as the 
founding paMor of a church in Shre\ICport. 
Louisiana. 

Once Edith began holding evangelistic 
meetings. word traveled rapidl y that a 
fo rmer beauty quee n with an effective 
Pe ntecostal mini stry was turning some 
churches ups ide down . And she wasn't 
gelling the job done JUSt on her beauty and 
personal testimony - although people who 
saw and heard her rated her high in both of 
those areas. 

Some people. ho ..... ever. questioned 
whether a woman should preach. Edith 
would answer with a question of her own: 
" I f God call s a woman to preach the 
gospel. and His blessings are upon her. 'in 
confirming His Word with signs follow­
ing.· whose right is it to question her right 
to preach the gospel, pastor a church. or 
lead a movement under God?" " 

Without a doubt. Edith's loyalties were 
with the Assemblies of God. In the early 
1930s she would frequent ly write to J, R, 
Evans. general secretary of the denomina-

A 9-week meeting Edith 
conducted in 81. Louis in 1931 

saw 330 COnl-e.rted, 125 
baptized in the Spirit, 

a nd 110 join the chu rch . 

tion, for his advice concerning the many 
invitations she was receiving to preach. 

Evans, who was never known for his 
ecumenical bridge-buildi ng. told Edith 
there were enough Assemblies of God 
churches to keep her busy "without going 
into undenominational places."': 

Edith. according to her daughter, was 
invited to fill in at Angelus Temple 
(FOursquare). Los Angeles. during Aimee 
Semple Mc Pherson's absence. But she 
decli ned, saying that she wished to remain 
in Assemblies of God churches. II 

In another letter to J. R. Evans, Edi th 
inquired about accepting meetings in a 



larfO: rnll.!\\.o:'-tcrn :\ 'i"o:mhhes 01 God 
!:hun.:h \\. htN,' pa. ... I\)I' had pre\ l("I u~l~ h...-en 
under m\e~tlgatl(1n h~ tho: denomin:Jtlon . 
r."I11~ .. a\\. no rca,on \\.h\ ,he ~houldn't 
ilf.:cept the imitation ~inc·e the il1\o:,tiga· 
linn had cleared the pa~tm. ban' addo:d. 
ho\\.c\er. that he had heard .. orne rumor-. 
thaI the church in 4ue'tl0n \\.a ... lad,ing in 
a Pcnto:cmtal ~pint ··llru,I:· he \\.mte. 
··that you \\. ill gi\o: iltll them prell) ,tn,lOg 
along the line of Pcmo:ctht .. .• 

From Ihe re .. ult .. Edith got from ho:r 
preathing in other <.:hurche~. thi~ church 
no doubt recei\·cd a "prell} .. trong" dO'-e of 
Pcntec().'>1 

W here\er Edith Mac Pennington 
preached durmg the Great Depre,· 

"on. reporter ... and photographer ... ,ur­
rounded her for <.Iorie ... and picture~ The) 
were (lnxious to cover the young woman 
who-as (I SI. Loui~ reporter del>cribed 
It ··traded a budding movie career for the 
pulpit: ... swapped the stage for the 
.. awdu~t traiL'· , 

Editors gave generou .. space for Edith" 
meetings, and con<.cquently the publicity 
put little-known Pcnteco\tal churchc~ on 
the map. 

[n a SI. Louis meeting in 1931. Pastor 
Henry Hoar wrote that the meellngs ran 
for 9 weeks. Bethel Temple, where the 
meetings were held, ~aw 330 con\·crted. 
125 baptized in the Spirit. and 110 join the 
church.'· 

Another 9-week meeting wal> held III 

Springfield, Missouri. [lI the headquarters 
church, Central Assembly. Jim Dutton. a 
15-year-old Bapti!.! (I t the time, carne to a 
service to sec what all the excitement was 
about. Dutlon. now 71. is still al the 
church. 

"I saw a who le row of people under 
conviction." Du tton recalled. "a nd they 
all turned and kneeled to receive Christ. "If 

Edilh Mat Ptnnlngton 

Edith r--nninlClon {OPdll{lrd r-
Plft'lin~ in \\""hi'lll/hln. 1).(. 
In tll.11 lind 111.\2. 11K' lId..,rti~ 
nwnt III th ... riJ:hl "101' for Iht 
111-'2 nlttlina. lind Ih~ 'lor) 
1Ito1/>" "la.' puhli,hrd durinlC her 
fiN mtdinlC. 

BEAUTY REVIVALIST 
TAKES LARGER HALL 

Something new has broken out in 
Washington: a religious revival. It 
sta.rted a.t the Full Gospel 'Iaber­
nacle, North Capitol and K Streets, 
which has been noted for its persis· 
tence in holding divine hsaling 
services. The pastor, the Rev. Harry 
L. Coll1er, has a passion for soul 
winning. the sort of passion that 
stirred Francis xavier and John 

A second meeting at thc church ran for 
7 weeks. 

Edith moved into the nation'~ capit:ll at 
the invitation of Harry Collier. pa~tor of 
the Full Gospel Tabernacle. And the 
crowds came Hundreds were turned a\\ay 
from the church before the meeting .. were 
moved 10 the Masonic Temple 
Aud itorium. lI e re again, newspaper 

Edith Lorr1Ine Ptnnlngton 

Mother and Daughter. On tht 25th Inni~rsar,. of the bellUI) {(lntest. Ihf' 51. IAJuis C/OM­
Dt m(}(rol rnn II rt aturt on Edith Mat F\'nnlngton. Thf' paPf'r puhlished Ihl' photo on the Irn in thf'i r 
Mllrth 24, 19-'6, issut . Fo llo"lng J-:dilh Mac's delllh in 1974, hrr daughler b('cllnle Ihl.' pll'>tor or FIJlt 
Gaspel Temple. Shl'e\1'por1 , Louisiana. Photos {(lur1esy or St. LouiJ Mcrt1lutile Librnry Assoclltiuu Iud 
Edith Lorntinf' l\'nningtou . 

Edith Mae Pennington 
c ... tl.., at p(01,,, '" _ 

FOrllf. Willie' N.ti ... ul BUll, Prin 

;flllllflosptl ~nbr r llnclr 
S<>l1.h • .-.1 

'" .ct-JC 
II\MMI L n,III.k.I_ 

....,.. I( 

"tlllI ., ... .1 
r1ru .. I ...... ~ 

, ... _(l.ch .......... \{ .......... .-. 

10'11 ... IIM"t. lUI It .ltll 'Ih 

Wesley and FrancIS Asbury and 
Dw18ht L. Moody 

In recent times this minister haa 
had evangeltsts of one kind and 
another to come in and help him 
stir the embers of f8.1t.h; but now he 
has one whom, after achieving fame 
on one Oeld, has turned to another 
and 18 ma.k.1ng quite a name for her­
self _. Mrs. Edith Mae I\lnn1ngton. 

Her immediate success at the Full 
Gospel 'Iabernacle has dr awn 
people to that little chapel who 
never da.rkened its doors before 
Nightly the crowds ha.ve grown 
until many are being turned a.wa.y. 

Utl.5i1l11glOl1 (DO Pm/. April :!~, 1931 

publicity drew hundred~ oj pcople to the 
church (Sec "tory .1!xWI!.) 

Pa<,lor Carl O·Guin. no\\. pi!" 90 year-. 
of age. remcmber; Ihc "Iand~lidc re\i\'al" 
Edith condut:ted at his GranIte CIIY. 
!llinoi, !:hurch in 1931 Con\er~lon, 

numbered 112. and 105 \\.crc baptizcd 
III the lIoly SpIrit during thi .. 7-weel.. 
meeting . • 

The famou~ Glad liding' Tabcmacle in 
New Yorl.. celebrated it~ 25th annivcr-.al) 
in 1932 \\. ith Edith a .. the featured ~pcJ.l..er 
in a re\i\al .. erie ... A four-column pholo­
gr'dph of Edith appeared in the Nt,,, )or,l; 
En·ni".I: Jmmw/, accompilOied by a story. 
"Beauty Winner rx,rsake .. Hollywood for 
the Pulpit "I ' 

In the Glad TidIng .. ml!ctlng, Edllh 
de .. cribed hcr.elf as a " .. imple .. oul and a 
wanderer.'· She doel>n't imitate other 
women evangcli .. tl>, she added, but Ju<,t 
goes around ·· .. aving soul ... " 

E dIth Mac Pennington kept up her 
evangelil>t ic pace from coa~t to coast 

bet ween 1930-36. One of the meeli ng~ 111 
1936 w" .. in Shreveport , Loui .. iana. Later. 
she announced Ihat God wanted her to 
establish a church in Ihe c ity. 

So. afte r t raveling in eva nge l is t ic 
meeting~ for 7 strenuous year., the fonner 
beauty winner seuled down to fou nd Full 
Gospel Temple (Assembly of God) in 
1937. She wou ld trave l occa!tionally afle r 
fo un di ng th e chu rc h , bu t mos t of her 

Contlnurd on pllJiCl' 20 

AJG HERITAGE, WiNTER 1987-68 [!] 



J/lcob und Jane Schurrcr, II photo IRken fur their _dding in 
1934. June silid of h~r Illte hushllnd, '·He ncycr stopped me from 
fulfilling my cldl." 

Jane Deing honored with crown, roses, and trophy for her ministry with the 1l-nncssel! 
District Women's Ministry. Milking Ihc presentation is Joan Scarbrough. 

Preachers enjoying a cookout near Trinidad, Colorado, 194O. Left to right, Jane Schaffer, Dorothy Cook, Jacob Sehuffer, and Paul Cook. 
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Jane Schaffer-Blythe: 
Penetrating the Darkness 

By Darla Knoth 

The year \I,<L~ J9.l0, and Jail\! -\t;.rarn .. 
\1,;1" 16. Her fanllh h"d t'tceoml,' 

('hri .. liao .. only 1 )'I.'aJ". earlier and "3" /1m\, 
bems Introduced to the PCntcco"ta[ 
experience A .. bne "311.;cd tll '>(hoo] III 
the carly Illorning, .. he wa\ J'CJding her 
Bible and pray mg. which ,hI! (lftcn did. 
Thi ... morning a .. "he prayed ... he \J." a 
\'1\ioll. A .... orld globe dropped in fnml of 
her. and a dark cloud "3\ co\'ering it She 
heam a voicc ~aying, "Thi~ doud i~ what 
~in has done to my world Will you help 
me penclrate the darkne~~?'" 

Jane re!.ponded to Ihi!. call, v. hich began 
a ministry that would last beyond 50 }'ear-. 
and continue~ to the present. In 1984. she 
celcbrated 50 year .. of nlilrriilge and 
ministry with her fiN hu~band, the late 
Jacob Schaffer. 

She was bom on July 10. 1914. to Leona 
and Trenton Abrams near ChiYington. a 
small town in Eastern Colorado. and .... 'Us 
the oldest of five girl<" The family did not 
attend church. They lived in .. tar-paper 
shack and atc many meals consi~ting of 
only cornmeal mush. However. Jane'" 
memories of her childhood day~ are happy 
one!.. 

Jane turned 12 in 1926, the same year 
a federal loan officer foreclosed on the 
family homestead. "I remember Sitting on 
the fence with my sisters and watching the 
auctioneer and the banker sell our land:' 
.. tates Janc. Thc family mo\ed into thc 
town of Chi vington to live in a one-room 
house. They burned corn cob~ to kcep 
wann and pushed all their beds into onc 
long row. 

In 1927. thc Abram!. family attended 
revival service~ of a Methodi ~t congrega­
tion. On the first Sunday they attended. 
Mrs. Abrams was converted. The second 
Sunday, all five girls surrended their hearts 
to the Lord. Finally, Mr. Abram .. became 
a Ch ristian. He immediately stopped 
smoking and cursing. AI!>O Jane remem­
bers that he went homc and hung a full 
bag o f Bu ll Durham tobacco in the wi ndow 
of their home. He let it hang there for I 
year to prove that he had becn dclivered 
from smoking. "We all expericnced an 
'old-time' conversion." Jane recalls. 

Three yean afte r the family's conver­
sion. Jane's mother visi ted her parents 

in Greal Bend , Kansas. Revival services 
were being held in the city 's counhouse. 
with Paul Pittman as the speaker. Mrs. 
Abrams wc nt with a neighbor to those 
serv ices and e xpe rie nced the power of 
Pentecost for the first lime. She returned 
to Colo rado a nd was instrumenta l in 

LntnxIuCLng I\-nll'l'n~t t~l the Chl\inl:tnn 
nnnmunity Th.: \k:"\ulI~ v..:re a couple 
.... ho came and hc.'ld f\'nh:cetstal '>Cf\'ice, 
111 tht.' ,chnolhou'-C.' Whl'n: Ihe \1t:til(ldl't 
ctlngregation had hi!en illeetlllg Later 
Mae ""ele~ and Fa)e Hughes came ii' 

e\angeli,", It "a, under their mini,tT) th;1t 
Jane wa, filled with the Spirit '1 
remember that "hile Mac "a, prca'hmg. 
I Wa, prot) ing. fllr her to lini~h ..... 1 I could 
g~lto the altar_ I cried and ~p..l~e III tlltlgue, 
for::! hour<,," J,UlC ~a}s of hercx(lI!rience. 

Janc\ fil"\! l:all to the rlllni~try l:;lmt.' at 
;In Epwonh League !n~titUlC ,amp. Juring 
J Ve~per Sef\ icc_' A mini,tcr hy the name 
of Morgan "J~ the ~pea~er_ He a~~ed Jane. 
"What doe .. the Lon! wam you to do"" 
She replied that He .... anted hcr to be a 
preacher. AllhllUgh the nlln i,tcr wa~ 
probably shoc~cd at that amwer coming 
from a girl. he responded b) ,a}ing, 
"Daughter, if God "anh you to be a lad} 

When Jane was 16, God spoke 
to her: " Will you help 

me penetrate the darkness?" 

minister. He will hclp you do it:' Jane\ 
vi~ion later confirmed thi'_ 

Her fir<,t preaching c1(pcricllce wa$ m 
the schoolhou~-church rn Chl\'ington on 
a Wcdne'iday night Jane\ tc)!.t was from 
haiah 53. "When it was timc tor her to 
~pcak, she gOl up. closed her eyes, and 
talkcd fa).1. When ~hc wa~ through. ~he 
sat down What ~he thought had been a 
half-hour M!nnon had only becn 3 or 4 
minutes!'" 

Jane wa~ .. till only 16", hen ,he obtamed 
pcmlission to preach at an old Presbyterian 
church in Sheridan Lake. Colorado. One 
of her younger sisters would go ,I long each 
Sunday to play the organ. Thcy "ould have 
a morning and evening !.Cf\'ice before their 
dad came 10 get them for the return trip 
10 Chivington. This schedule conllnued 
through the winter. Jane remembe"" that 
sometimes, haVing been there all day ... hc 
would have to wake her sistcr to play the 
evening altar call!' 

The next year, Jane .... 'Us a!.ked by the 
sectional presbytcr. C. F. r-ergu-"on. to hold 
a 5 or6-week rcvival ln Good Pasture. near 
Pueblo. Janc took her sister Ethel to livc 
in a one-room house near the city's dance 
hall and he ld services e \'ery night but 
Saturday. Often Jane was frigh tened while 
living there . After se\'Cral sleepless nights, 
the Lord spokc to her and said, "Yo u've 
lain awake sever.!.l nights III a row. and 
nothing has happened. Why don't you go 

II) ,leep and let ~k take C:U'l! of )lluT' Jane 
say, Ilf the cxpcnence. ,·It .... a' a le,!o(ln 
ahout fc;Lr that I have nCVl:r !Ilrgouen_' 

J ane felt ~he needed BIble Imming anJ 
chose Itl go to R()c~y .\1I"l\lntam Blhle 

Collcge She lIttended lor :! ~ea(',. l'HO 
nd IIJ~I Rody \tountarn Bible Collel!e 

Wi.!' itlCateJ IJIl I..':yden "'reet m Den\'er. 
Fln~d C \""nud"orth "a, pre, idem of the 
M:hool and al .... ) '-C.'f\'Cd a, f)1~trict Supcr-
1tI1enJent (\'4.·il J Ul"el) v.a, pnn':lpal 
III the 'l'hOtll Jnd \ Ke,pll!lIi!dent {,I the 
Board A bnlChure fmm the ..... hool Ii,,, 
tuitIon at $ U5 for 1 year_ BO(l~~ and ,treet 
(ilr lare "cre an extrJ $10 per year Janc 
/'t'l'On!l'd then: .... ere IX ,tude nt, III atlen­
danl:e Among tho'c "l're Larl Cum· 
mlng', .... ho later 'en-cd a, di'.tri,t 
,upennlendent III t\.:br,hb and Aril0na. 
Gilbert Mort. "ho be,ame a mi"lonal) 
10 Ala,]...a; :lnd E .. ~ter Mile Cooper. a 
woman wilh whom Janc trJ\eled for 11 
brief time m e\an~eli,t" .... ~lr~ 

Jane re.:all' the I;hapel -.cf\"e~ at R(k:~} 
Milumain BIble College a\ a tllllC .... hen 
God\ Spint IlHghttly mmed She remem­
her<, thaI there would be "nging in Ihe 
Spirit hy ;111 the ~tudcnh Opal Wood­
worth. a teacher al the \Chool and dean of 
.... omen. would play the piano m the SPirit 
for '>C\"eral hour-. at a IIIne. 

Jane h.ld .... or~ed III ,e\'erJI locatIOn, 
with Adolf Schaner .• 111 e\;lIlgcli~t m 
Colorado. It Wit, through hlln thai bne 
met Jacob S,hallcr Jacob ;lI1d hne were 
married m Dt.',ember 191-1 and began thclr 
mini,tr) together Jane 'iI)' of th" 
marriage. 'The greatest thmg. (lu"ide my 
,al\atlOn ;md ealhng, wa, thc hu~b,lnd 
God gave mc, becau ..... he nc"er ~toppcd 
me from lullilling m) ,all Young girh 
With talent 1(x1a) need 10 comlder ho .... a 
hu .. band Will fCci to"anJ their nll""tl)_" 
Jane wa~ on!.llned "ilh the Roc~} Moun­
tain Di'.trict III h.:bfUary 1940, 

The Schaffer<. did .. Ollie evangcl"tic 
wor~ and In 19.16 became the pasto ..... of 
the A~ .. cmbly 01 God in hm Morgan, 
Colorado. Fmm there thcy v.enl to pa,tor 
In Bru~h. Colorado. In I'UH. for a 'hon 
whi le. the Schaller-. mini,tered in New 
ca\tle. Wyoming, and then returned to 
Trinidad, Colorado. They rno\'ed to 
M! .. ~ouri III 1942. aco.:eptlllg the pastoratc 
III Butler. 

In Octoher 1942. the SchaflcT\ 
an .. wered ;1 call from Glad Tid!ng' in 
Springfie ld. MI,~ouri. and hcgan thei r 
work there !II January 19-1.1. A brochure 
printed in 1981 "ates that the mortgage 
on the church W3!o paid and Ihe property 
next to the church was purcha:.cd during 
the ti me the Schaffe~ were the pastors.' 

As a member of Glad Tid ings for 48 
years, Coni Miles. Springfield, rem rn isced 
about the SchalTers a~ pastors. " I couldn't 
have made II throug h eve ryt hing that 
happened to me had they not been here." 
Cora states. She recalled a d ifficu lt time 
III her fami ly when onc o f her children 
was born with facial dcfects. The baby 
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onl), hwd 2 \nnnth,. and dutln~ that tllne 
"arne Than~,}!i\lng Day. She had der.:ided 
mIt tl1 n)(l~ an)'thlllg lor a '(lI:r.;lal Im'al 
that da~ ·;·\hnul II In the Il1llnlrng. the 
d()(lr Ilc\\' (l(lI:n. and In .... an.~·d the .... hn],: 
S"hafk:r 1;.1J1lil~. eal'h r.:,lrr)'lIl).! Ik'm, lor a 
r.:omplcte Than~,gl\lng IIlc •• 1 The}' even 
hmught a tahledolh! I'hc lamily ~harcd 

theIr Than~'~I\I1l~ me.11 \\0 Ith me and my 
lamll~ I wl .. h I wuld e'l.plalll tn )'IIU the 
ennr.:cm that the S"hal fer.. 'hnv.ed to ear.:h 
pcr'lln \.\-Im 'Iucndcd (lur r.:hurch 

Thc Sr.:halkr.. remarncd at Glad Tiding' 
until \9:'\1. dunng v.hi"h 11011.' Jane .. en.·cd 
for ;1 tllnc a, "11}·wide CA prc,idcnl' 
In 195-"\ they moved to Kennett. ~11",oun 
hom Kennell thcy went til Tennc .... ee III 

1955, p .... tnrtng l1 .... t in l'a .. hvllle, then 
Knoxville 11\ 1961. and linally in Sweet 
water fmm 1971 til 19n. In Novcmber 
19n the Sdlilffer. nJ(ned to Ilender.on 
ville, where Brother Schaner rellred from 
full · time rnini .. try. 

O ut or her )'ear<, of experience. Jane 
oner.. th" adV ice to tho'oC who would 

rnmi .. ter. "Wc mmt Icad thc people I() find 
God for thelll'oClvc". We cannot force or 
ma~e them do the ri~ht thlllg " She also 
remember.. thai people u~ed 10 ~ecl God 
for \Cvcral hour<. at a tune. Shc ,ugge~tl> 
that churchc .. today "~eep the altar open 
After the Word i" mini~tered. people necd 
to fi nd God .lnd re~l)(md to the Word that 
ha .. been preached ... Another \U~ge'tion 
~ he o ffe r .. I ~ that wllr.hlP l eade r~ not 
neglect the hymnbook "The si nging o f 
hymn .. i .. a high form of won-hip. We 
~hould bring up children to !.now the 
beautiful hymn~ o f thc church ." 

The Sehaffcrs have IWO daughter~. 
Jac~lyn and Joyce, who helped the m HI 

their mini ~try. Jane recall~ a lime whe n 
the glrl~ \.\-ere <,1111 very ~mal1. and ,he was 
quite conccrned about thei r nutritio n. As 
pastof\ . they would rece Ive commodities 
from the pari .. hione ..... but rarely did this 
In c lude egg'. June a ~ ked the Lord to 

For 27 years she has been 
president of the 

Tennessee District WMs. 

provide eggs when ~he felt her girh needed 
to have that nutrition She found a dime 
in her PUriC , Just at the time she nceded 
it Another time. '>Omeone handed them 
the exact moncy needcd to pay a bill due . 
"These type of things happened over and 
o\"cragain as we ministered," Jane added . 

Another avenue of mmistry wi lh wh ich 
Jane has long been involved is Women's 
Ministries . She was elected as president 
of the Woman's Missionary Council for the 
Tennes .. ee District in 1960. a posilion she 
still holds today. T he title has changed to 
Women's Ministries presidcnt . 

In 1966 Jane Schaffer served as presi ­
dent or the District President's R: lIowship, 
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Wedding Bells 
On Mardi II . 1987. JaM malTim Eart lU}tht. 
romlU 5upuintendent or the "Jenness« I)l~trlct 

or the- Asst'mbt~ of God. 

and in 1980 she was honored by thc 
National Women's MlIli stries depanmenl 
for 20 years of eonseeutivc serv ice." Her 
work as district president involvcs over­
seei ng district women's retreat .. , record­
keeping for the department, and working 
with the sectional rcprcsenlmives. She also 
works with district mission3ries and <;erves 
as the speaker for m3ny Women's Minis­
tries functions across the state . 

An article written in 1970 by Jenell Ogg. 
then National Auxiliaries Coordinator. has 
this 10 say about Sister Schaffer's ministry 
to women. "Jane Schaffer is a born leader. 
She knows how to get others to work with 
her. even those who did not mtc nd to 
become involved . Under her leadership the 
Tennessee Di stric t Wo men's Mini stries 
Departmcnt and its auxiliaries have grown 
al a rapid pace." 

I n January 1986 Jane Schaffer was 
saddened by the death of her husband 

and partner in ministry. Jacob Schaffer. He 
died after a long. fuHlife of ministry. Jane 
conti nued to minister alone . 

Another death occurred in the Tennessee 
district shonly after that of Jacob Schaffer. 
Mrs. Ruby Blythe. wife of fonne r District 
Superintendent Earl E. Blythe died on 
February 23. 1986. !1 Jane Schaffer and Earl 
Blythe had worked together for severnl 

"..:ar~ III th..: di .. tril"t o/llce and ~harl'd 
~ymp;..th~ for e,lr.:h olher in the h"~e~ ThiS 
'Io)mp;uhy ~rcv. to a 100c for each other 
and III Il,lH7 the~ announr.:ed the~ v.\luld 
he (!cHin); married Thi\ .. mall r.;eremon~ 
preccd..:d the Wednc-.da) c\emng >oCr-tce 
of the Tcnne,,-cc DI'-trict Council. A 
re"cplt(1n for e\cryone allendin(! the 
Council follo\\oed the cio .. e of the '-en. Ir.:e 
So (In ~1an:h II. 1987, Jane bct:ame \1,..., 
hne Sr.:haffer-B1)the. Together the couple 
contLllue~ In ministry to the Tenne\\ee 
Dl"trict 

When a~ked about being in mini,tr)', 
Jane ,talc ... "It h:b not been ea!-.)' to be <l 

woman miniqer. There ha~ been ~orne 
critlci"m directed tov.ard me becau'>C I .. 01 
a woman. Thi~ has not made me angry. 
however. becau~ I ~now that God ;\ the 
onc who called me. That call is as fre~h 
today to me as the day He called me into 
the mi ni~try. I have ne\"erdoubled thai call. 
Each timc I ~tand to preach, I ask for a 
fre~h anoinllllg from the Lord:" 

Janc Schaffer-Blythe also give, advice 
10 young people entering the ministry. 
"J u~1 because you have the ability. does 
not mean you are called. Make sure you 
have a geniune call. Then seek the Lord 
with all your hean. You can't help people 
urlle~\ you have <;Qmething inside you to 
give."" 

Helping people. r'Qr more than 50 years 
Jane Schaffer- Blythe has been helping 
people and "penetrating the darkness" in 
answer to the call of God. 

Taped Inlerv.ew Wl\h Jacob and Jane Schaffer. 
b) &1;('1 Charles 

2. Manuscript by Jud) Suckow-Jone~. grand-
daughter-In·law !O Jane Schaffcr·Blythe 

J. TIlped tnterview. 
4 Suckow·Jones manuscripl. 
.'i Ib!d . 
6. Brochure from Rocky Mountain Bible Ct)ilege 

in lone Schaffer-Blythe's scrapbool.. which wa~ 
donated to the Asscmblies of God Arch!ves. 

1. 50th Ann!\'Cl'Sary brochure for Glad Tiding~ 
A\!>Cmbly of God, Springfield. M!ssoori. Prinle(l in 
]98] 

8. Undated announce-~nt for a C.A rally!n the 
Srnngf.dd area 

9. Taped lnte .... '.e"'. 
10. NaHona] Women's Mmistric~ Ocpanment 

"""", 
I] U"omlU." Towch magazine. Scplember· 

October. 1970. 
t2 Earl E. BI)lhe served as Ten~sec D.Mrict 

Supcnntcndcnt for 16 year.;. 
IJ. Taped tmerview 
t4 Ib!d ~ 

J)arta Knoth is the­
mltorial ~istan t ror 
M emos magazine, 
pu bli s h ed by th e­
Women's Min istries, 
S pr in g r ie ld . lin 
hu s b a n d Ri ck is 
yo uth e-d il o r fo r 
Church School Liter­
a ture. 



I t " comm~'nl~ il .. ,umed b~ 'chola" of 
"{Imen In Amerir.:an religwn Ihal 

PcnlccO'lalL"nl ha .. hi"loru:alh been 
among the rchglOu ... Iradltwn~ Imh! 
ho"'pnahlc 10 \\oomen in minI"!) (\1ml,l!) 
in thl' "'CIl'C rete,.... 10 leadc"hlp III put'lli..: 
act .. of wOJ"',hlp.) Some '>lUdelil', 01 Pente­
CO .. liLll\lll ha\c daimcd that the nUI\Cmcnt 
at fir<.1 embraced women in rnirmln and 
then moved from that .. Wnec ";1\ II 
ac,,:ulturatcu. Cenarnl) \\.OIm:n plJ~cd a 

A woman'~ right to preach 
and c\angelize did not 

generally include the right 
to administer 

the ordinances of the church. 

prominent public role in carly Pcnlcl'l)\­
lall,m; clearl}, however. thCIT punlil: role 
ha ... dirnini ... hcd {)\eT lime. An ('\aminalinn 
of early Pcnll!C{hlal a~,umption, ~ 11.'11.1\ 
imighl' thai help explain the .. ilUallon in 
the A ...... cmblic~ of God 

Early Pcntccmtali~m offered la) peoplc. 
mcn and \Ioomen. a wide rangc of 0pIXn· 
tunitie~ for m\ohement Thc urgency of 
the l11e"",lge combined with lI11pJtICIlCC. 
hierarchy. and dcnomlnatlOnali~m to 
enable women to serve a .. ev,Hlgcll\h. 
pa~to~. tcacher<.. editors, author<.. and 
mi!.sionarie, The "call" (sometimc, di,­
cO\ered through exercising spintual gifts) 
and the "anointing" seemed '<\"tl) more 
important than credcntials and authorila­
tion. \\-'omcn's activit) also had apparcn! 
theological warran! m the focal Pcnteco .. tal 
text: ··Your som and your daughtcr. .. hall 
prophesy." R:1r decades ad\ocate .. of 
women in mini!.t!) had U'~cd tho .. e words 
10 support women's right to prcach 

E arly Pentecostals claimed th,Lt the 
experience of Spirit bapll .. m made 

them want to proclaim thc gospel Many 
cagerly anticipated dome!.tic or foreign 
service. assured that the Spirit's .. pccial 
enduemcnt would make thcm effective. In 
the movement's earliest phases. William 
Seymour (pastor of the Awsa Streel 
Mission in Los Angeles) reminded hus­
bands and wivcs of their responsibilitics 
to one another and to their children. 
Contemporary con dilion s seemed to 
Seymour to render such advice neccssary: 
situations in which one spouse neglected 
family obligations 10 follow a "leadi ng." 
lea,·ing a family in economic hardship, 
were all too common. 

Numerous women became well-known 
in early Pentecostal ranks; their preaching, 
too. gained respect. To namc but a few, 

This article if adapled from the au thor 's book TIlt 
Asstmblitl o/God 10 1941; A ChQpltr in Iht SIOry 
o/ I'rnlteOSIQlism in AmtricQ, volume t of a nl'\O· 
ofrld al history of Ihe denomination . The book ... iII 
~ publ ished in the fall of t988. 

LQItk .. ,~~ • u r J: 

• 
YOII (In' ["dIN[ 

... • "",01 , .... 

REVIVAL MEETING 
~ .. " ~. ," • .... ",',,,'~ot •• 

:1\1:; I \\ ninOiI 
f<>r~ t.r~'''~~' ··HI I ' 1I 

~
(;OI)(I I'rt·(U·hill{! 

(;" ... 1 I'u~i(' ,.,,,1 'iu::inll" 
.)...;... .. H H . ...... ' 

\ f'Clil"a1 poster adH'rti\inl-! mt't'tings in 
missionaries to China: \\iUa IJ . Lo\lothcr and 

The Role of Women 
in the 

Assemblies of God 
A New wok at an Old Problem: 

Women's Rights in the Gospel 

Abbie Morro.... ....rolc trac" and articles 
that circulated widely; Marie Burgess 
Brown cstabli~hed a thrlvmg Pentecostal 
mission in Nev. York Cit). after her onh­
nation by A.J. Tomlinson at a campmeet­
ing in Durant. Florida. Lillian Trasher 
chose to apply th e trai nlll g ~he had 
received at God\ Blblc School In 
Cincinnati and N J Il olme\\ school in 
Altamont. South Caroli na as a mi\siona!)· 
to Egypt: Ethel Gos~ e"angelilcd: Anna 
ReIff edited Ihe mflucntial Lauer Rain 
E\"Qngel; Florence Crawford dominated 
the association of missions known as the 
Apostolic Faith (Portland. Oregon). 

Efforts to under..tand "omen's promi­
ncnce must take seve ral factors int o 
account. First. the movement in mosl 
placcs took the fonn of a lay movement. 
impatient with hicrJ.rchy and denomina­
tional structure. Some women held cre­
dentials from local missions; some had 

By Ed ith B1umhofcr 

been \CI apan for the mllll~try IhfllUgh 
pra}er ilnd the Ia) tng on of hanlh b~ a 
group 01 ,)mpalhctlc people III a homc or 
other nontraditIOnal SCltlng, i" \Iocll iI' in 
mi~,iol\\; 'omc claimed 10 haH' !:leen 
"ord,lIned hy the Lord:· an CH.'nt whlt:h. 
to \etcr:LI1 mi""Ltmary and Bible teachcr 
Eli/.abclh Si~"()n\ mind. nceded no human 
rotl i ficiL! ion 

If early Pentecostal women Yoerc 
ordamcd. then. their ordination .. had olten 
been highl) Irregular. lII\oh1l1£ lew I ~,ue, 
such as their rclation~hip 10 male pa~to"" 
or participation III an organized denomina­
tIon Ordm311On was not ~o much an 
acknowledglllg of authority within a 
specific grou p as fe rvent prayer for 
effectiveness in willless. 

To be sure , mos\ considered ordination 
(or credenhaling of any sort) relatlvcly 
unimportant. The se nse Ihal God had 
called onc to a specific task was infin itely 
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mOTe IInplUtant than gaming human 
'IlIthtlri/all(ln tn (X'rtnml thc I;l~~ Some 
rar1I~'lp,mh latl'r recOIlied meeung~ that 
re"emhled earl~ QUil~er gOlthcnnl!~ 
\\ilwthl'f a m,1Il nr ...... nllMIl preached rmllJc 
nn dtllcrcncc: the 'rc;l~cr. male or kmille 
.... a~ Ihc Spin,", r.:hnt .. 'l". and e~<.CnlJally the 
SplTifs I,,'hOlnncl The anOInting. then. 
\.llid.l\cd the mc:ssagc 

Lly men and \\Olll('n aC('llrnph~hed 
11I11,,'h In dis",eminallllg Penter.:o\{011 
leadllllg ... \nd It ...... ('111~ l"Vldent thai. III 
Ihl\ t'llUntry 011 lca~t. the ;I\~ertlon of 
\\tlllI .. ·n\ ri~ht to prc,r..·h ,lIld III 01\\1'1 In 
e\h:nding Ihe IlImement did nllt generally 
In,nhe the Tlghl ttl admllli\ter the 
prdtlMlll'es oj the dlurl'h '"omen 100Ild 
men' reg<trded their nppMtunltte, 
e~"",ntIOllh a~ Chn'II01Il 'en ir.:c rather than 
;1\ .. nul\:e'" Clf incnnw .'\~ a more protc\· 
'lOllal l'llncept nf Ihe Illrni~try evohed 
wlthll1 Ih .. ' I1lnVCllH:nl. the pilrtir.:ipatinn of 
'\,(llI1en pre,lchcr- der.:lined The PIl1f'c .. · 
\lonaltlatllln III Ihe minl\{ry i, one 
lInplln'lnt <I,pt:ct ()j Ih .. ' "IN)' of women in 
.. \nu.:nr.:an PentCl'Il'lall'l1l. 

h:onnlTlu,: hlctm, form .mother related 
con\ider.ltion \\nmen lrequently aeemn­
pl1"hed la,k>. for wht('h fm.lIleial re<.ource .. 
were me'lger. They proved :ldept at 
"pinneer"' wor~; they performed ta .. h thai 
\ome men di\ddrned .1' "W(lme n\ wor~ .. 
'Ibey had already Oct'(ll1le familiar ligure~ 
III hllll1e mi"ion\; their \C'rvice a\ city 
1I11"IOnarie\ \\ere reco~ni/ed In many 
dCIlOlllm,lItOn ... '.ollle of which provided 
traming iI\ dCdcone"e .. for women. The 
l.t1ld\ 01 wOr~ A~'oCmblie~ of Glxl women 
'I(:t'(Illlph,hcd did nOI diner Illar~edly from 
ta\~\ In \\.hlch othcr rcligiou~ly motivaled 
PrHtc'tanl women engaged. Many in the 
~u1turc \cll\Cd an urgency, not necc<,~arily 
I'(I(lt.:d III premillennialr,m. to evangeli/c. 
J-or C(lllgrcg;lIlon \ thill could \Upport a mall 
to pcrli)rnl the ,ame dUllc~. howcver. il 
ocr.:ilIlle lIIcrea~ i ll gly COlll lllon . over time, 
to ~cr.:uI'c the \ervice\ of men, 

A \Ct'(Ind lar.:tor i\ re];lIed 10 Ihc fiN 
A\ <I I'CvlXal movement that cmpha\i/cd 
Ihe Ilul) Spirit. ~nteeo\tali\m encour­
'Iged \\.ome n\ acti\I\Y. 11 \ focal Icxt 
,upptlMcd their puhlic 'pecch "Your ,on .. 
and dilu~htel'\ \ hall pmphc\y." Revi\'al~ 
ha\ e hi\lOrica lly been veh icles through 
whICh women havc di .. covcred new 
a\'enue\ o f Chri~lian .. enice.' And 
i\' lltel,:mldli,m pre...ented tl .. elf a!> a revi\'al 
\\-llh .1 difference: the " latter r:lIn ·· 
oUlpourin~ reprc\ented equipment for an 
urgent ta\~ . The expectation of Chri~t'" 
~econd coming made the t,hl. ofrecruiling 
""'Or~ers e'-"~ntial. lime wa'-" ~hon ; women 
worker, were needed . Allhough they 
usually avoided setting dale .. for the 
ad\ent. certain factor-. made them look 
toward 1917. When Chri<,t did not return 
and concerns related to passing leadership 
on to the next generation surfaced. new 
que .. tion~ became relevant. 

Despite the openne% loward women in 
minislry that a superficial ,urvey indicates. 
however, deeply rooted prejud ices bolh 
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a~arn't "'omen c\crel~lIlg aUlhorrl~ I'\~r 
men and agalll't married "'limen a\\umllll.! 
re'fKlIl .. itllhlte\ tlUhldc the home Ihri\cd 
.... tthin Pcntel'(l\Ial rank>.. Even 1111" 111111:11 
'ta~e,. PcnteCII\I;lli,m wa .. not enttTel, 
~upporti\'e 01 mini'lering women, e\cepl 
in 'per.:lfic. \\-cll-defined role\. An 
e:\dminallon (II SCnllIl1Cnt.. e,l;.pn:s ...... d in 
nne of the settings from \\hlt'h people 
affiliated \\-llh the ,.\~,emhlie~ of God 
help\ pro\ide a J'Il-"r.pccIJVC e,-.cntlal f\)r 
undcNdnding thl' mle oj women tn the 
denominalion , 

Among the pn-·PcmecO\tal gmup' that 
provided hnlh leader-hip and particl' 

pant.. to Ihe :'\o.!o.emblre\ of Goo. none 
fi~ured mnTe promrnently than did the 
Chri\lian and '\1i"jonary Alhance. 
Alliance founder, A B Simp\oll. ~harcd 
the t:onviclion Ihal hi .. contemporarie ... 
A J Gordon and A T Pierson. had 
I!xpre\.-..ed: women \hould not be den ied a 
range of public opportunrlie~.' In the 
Alliance. women led re\Cue mjs\ion\; (lne 

Milli ce nt M cC le nd o n , a n o t ed 
c\·unge list . married Howa rd A. Goss, 
and tht')' pioneered what la ter became 
,.lrst Assembly in Malvern, Arkansas. 
She died a t age 26 in 1910 after gh ing 
birth to a daughter. 

directed Simpson"!. healing faith home: 
several did ed itorial work: many served as 
missionaries: a few sat on the Alliance's 
governing board. Ihe Board of Managers ,6 

Women in Alliance oulreaches wor~cd 
under definite restrictions: howevcr. these 
helped shape the expectations of Alliance 
people who affiliated with the Assemblies 
of God. Although Simpson admitted that 
women were "called without restriction 10 
teach. to witnes s. 10 work in every 
departmenl of the Church of Christ.'· he 
in sisted thai man was woman's head . 
Women were not to ··rule in the ecclesias­
tical go\ernment of the Church of Christ. 
or to exercise the official ministry which 
Ihe Holy Ghost has commilled 10 the elders 
or bishops of His Church.'" He requ ired 
wome n 10 function within their God­
ordained (and male-defi ned ) ··woman's 
sphere." When she stepped OUI of thai 

\phere, Slmp,on rn'''ted. "(Iman ·I(ht 
power, ..• \\oman\ proper place "'01\ 
dil..'taled by bolh ··her nalure" and '·her 
dl~IIIlU plar.:e III Ihe \Ol'lal economy,"v 
COll'vinced that women were not "adapted 
to le'lder-hlp." dnd affirming a con\ iClion 
Ihal fe .... -if an)-"'erc \0 called. he 
nonethele,\ applauded their 'ervicc a\ 
forelg.n and CII) ml, .. ionarie .. (whir.:h he 
UndeN(lod to parallel the '\;e"" Te\lamem 
role of dear.:one,\C .. , and enr.:ouragcd their 
culti\alion of all opponunilie, Ihe) found 
withm their ·'Irue .-..pherc ... " 

Simp,on and Gordon enjoyed the 
friend~hip of F L. Chapell. a prominenl 
comemporaT) Bible teacher. Chapell. too. 
encouraged women to ··re\pond 10 the 
dmne calr· to preach. He con\ldered their 
qUIet, una"uming partiCipation In 
con temporary church life iI "mar~ed 
phenomenon of the limes."" Claimi ng that 
women ... rncrea .. ing involvement was a 
re'ponse on their part to ·'Ihe .. trong 
impul.-..ion of the Spirit. a~ He \'Oices the 
divine purpo'>C in the closing of the age." 
Chapell nonetheless demon'>1rated con­
victiom .. imllar to those held by others 
who did nOi share his excitrnenl about 
women "laborer.. in Ihe gospel." 

fur one Ihing. women\ involvement 
demonstrated Ihe e .. sentHlll y .. implc nature 
of the go'pel Unquali fi ed for "e laborate 
argumentall\,e discourses Intended to 
convi nce the IIltellect.'· women showed 
that "~ Imple. heanfel!" di<;cour~e was 
sufficient. Clearly, Chapell concluded, 
"the exce llency of the power is of God 
and not in the agent." 

fur another thing, women'" activilies 
demonstrated Ihal "genuine Go\pcl ser­
vice" could be ··free from ecclesiastical 
ambition .. · Whe reas men were both 
tempted and taught to covet position or 
title. such designs were assumed to be 
absent III women. "Ecclesiastical promo­
tion docs not come in her thought al all. 
and is oul of the question in mo~ t quar­
ters." Chapell maintained ." Ministering 
women, then. were a "sign of the times." 
··eleventh-hour laborers" whose assis­
tance.though welcomed. was limited bolh 
by their nature and calling. 

W hen Ihe Assemblies of God was 
organized in 1914. former adherents 

of the Christian and Mi ssionary Alliance 
(as well as Pentecostals with roots in the 
Apostolic Failh movement and panic ipants 
at Rochester (New York) Bible Training 
School) gained prominence in Ihe new 
organil3tion . I! is nOI surprising. then. thai 
from its inception Ihe Assemblies of God 
promulgated a view of woman's ··proper 
sphere" Ihat paralleled those considered 
above. All of its leaders were men: in fact. 
only male ministers and delegates were 
originally eligible to vote in denomina­
tional deliberations.!l 

The found ing counci l oflhe Assemblies 
of God declared (by male vote) its 
acceptance of the view that Galatians 3:28 
(in Christ there is neither male nor female). 



a pil~~age onen irl!rndu..:ed in ~up~m III 
w(lmcn\ 1l1ini~tr., mean! r.ttlll'r that. "111 

the matter (If \ak.ltlon. the line\ of ~e\ 
are hlol1ed out '" Citing lnm()th~ ~: II 
15. it affirmed that "om":l1 ',\,ere 10 tl\! in 
\uhJection to men. On a mort' [Xl\1I1\e 
note. It ad .. nowlcdged their (all tn 
"prophc~) .. a' "cll il~ tn tl\! "hl'lpe" in the 
Gmpcl.·' Thc .·\~~emhlie, of God (lttered 
women credential, a' evanl!eli\!\ or il\ 
mi~\lonarie\, hut not a, pa~t()" 

The ne\t \"car the General Coun..:-il 
created a catcgory of "ad\ i,ory memher-.'· 

Even in its initial Sl<lgCS, 
Pentecosta lism was not 
entirely supporth'c of 
ministering \lomen, 
except in specific, 
well-defined roles. 

of the Council and 1Ilvited womcn who 
were "mature believers"to regi,ter ;I~ ... uch 
Thi~ ambiguou~ ~tatU\, which .did not 
allo\\.- women to vote, wa~ definiteh 
1Ilferior to thaI of rl1ale~, on whom the 
re!.pomibilil) of being "mature bclie\e"," 
was not impo\ed. 

The practice of A~~e1llblies of God 
congrcgatlon~ having women pa!.lOr. were 
clearly discour.lged. not only in official 
periodicah but also 1Il the con!.istent 
restrictions on Ihelr participation at 
General Councih. In 1919. for example. 
the Council\ male leader.hip reilerated 
the limitation of the \"ole to "all male 
mini~lers. ,. While by 1919 tho!.e women 
whose right!. wcre '"accepted by the Ro~ter 
Committee" were granted the right to 
engage in discussion from Ihe floor, Ihey 
could not vote even if the) "ere ordained." 
And the crcderHialing as evangelists and 
missionaries which was officially sanc­
tioned for women neither qualified them 
to administer church ordinances nor to 
receive much coveted clergy discount 
passes on the railroads, In 1920, the 
General Council extended to women the 
right 10 vote at Councils and also added 
to the list of acceptable offices for women 
that of assistant paslor.' 

F or several of his 9 years as a denomina­
tionallcader. Eudorus Bcll authored a 

ques tion and answer column In the 
denomination's weekly publication. He 
frequently found opportunity to articulate 
his opposi tion to women functioning in 
ways that gave them authority ovcr men. 
Given the variety of circumstances­
ranging from claim .. of spiritual authority 
to a shortage of workers-that encouraged 
public roles for women in some areas, 
however. Bell found it necessary occasion­
ally to justify the status quo. 

Such jUiotifications make interesting 
reading. Structurally clumsy because they 
are punctuated with qualifying phrases, 

th..:y grud!!lI1gly il(,:onk'd \\omen no lll\lre 
than thc right I\l pa't\lT lIn a h.'rlIjl1'ra,} 
ha~I"'. The dilemma hct"..:..:n l3ell's per­
~orMl rndinatmn, (\\hi~'h h..: 'hared \\ilh 
hi~ fri..:nd. W r ('aft.lth..:r-., and th..: 111(1\":-
111":111\ ..:ommit1Tlcnt 10 Iht' IIl)ly Splrit\ 
auth(lril\ \\ lthln hel1e\l'r~ ~urf;tce, 

reP<'at..:dl~ II G(ld ··i!r.tnted "om..:n Ih..: 
pri\ik).!t'. 111 III, .. n\"en:ignt)." II lie 
"'~et HI' ~eal" 011 h..:r leader,hlp h~ 
"'gmnting hcr ,ouJ...:· and If ,he had the 
ahilit~ In "huild up thc a"..:mhl~ III lil..: 
Lord .md in peacc," th..:n hml l'IIUld ··th..: 
brethren" llPf'l)''': her It'/IIf)"rllrv '..:n ICC" 
[n'n gi\en her ch<lri'nlatic ..:nduemem, 
ho"e\"er. B..:11 \llllpl~ ((luld Il(lt Cllnn:I\C 
of a \\oman pa'lllrin!! on mort' Ihan a 
,uppl} h;h". "citht'r "lellKllt' tighh" nor 
"s.::\\ IC'lilment command or e\;unple" 
e't;lbli~hed h..:r pial''': a~ a pa,wr. 

Clrcum,tanc..:", lorcl'd H..:ll 10 a!!rt'e 
reluctantl~ Ihat "omen might te1llpmaril~ 
"do a "or" that no man at that pla(1' 
is prepared 10 do." BUI "if sh..: is \\i~..:." 
he continued. "she will pu,h tht' man."" 
The right pcr-.on for congregational and 
:ldmini,tr.l1iv..: leadef'>hip. elery time, wa, 
:I man aft..:r all. God had "'pe(iall) 
designed" Ihe mini,tr} "for \lrong 
shouldel""\ ... 

In September 1916. Bell ,ugge!.ted a 
second \Iil) of perceiving mini\tering 
womcn: not onl} \\crc thcy infrequently 
"naturall) ",uited" temporarily 10 meet 
certain need~: they also occa,ionally filled 
11\ for men who '"failed GoJ ., In ,uch 
ca~e~, women "ere GOO\ ",econd he,t" 
option for the ta<.,k. Among pCQple 
con~lantl) l!nJoined to know and experi· 
ence "GOO\ be!.t.·· the ",econd he,," had 
little appeal If. temporarily, in the 
ab ... encc of male deacons. \\omen 'er\'ed 
as "dcacon~" III a congregatIon, Bell 
insisted thill such sef\ice did not make 
a woman a deacon: she was '"only" a 
de:leones~. 

A married woman's proper place, then, 
as portrayed in the official journal of Ihe 
A~!.cmblies of God during. its fonmUI\e 
years, \\as in Ihe home. '"in subjection 10 
her husband." When asked directly what 
Puul had intended when he had instructed 
women to be ~ilent III the church. Bell 
responded: "He meant whal he ",aid. 
The squabbles in the church. the disputing 
and disorder. men should handle il "" 

Early Pentecostal women WeTC admon­
ished to "adom themsel\e, \\ith a meek 
and quiet spiril'" They were told that the 
\\omen's movement Ihreatened the social 
order and represented rebellion aga1l\st 
God. While all were not so out~poken as 
Frank Bartleman (whose articles on 
various subjects appeared in the denomina­
tion's period icals throughout liS first 
se\"eral years), Bartleman's strong injunc­
tions to women to accepl their role in the 
horne as God\ call were echoed in many 
places. 

Threatened by cultural changes thaI they 
perceived as '"signs of the times."' many 
Pentecostals honestly wantcd 10 disas-

,(I,;late them'>l.'lws JI1 l'on'pK"u(lu, \~"Y!l. t 
fmrn th..: ··t1apper gen..:r.llion" 01 ··n..:\\ ,. 
\\omen In thi' r..:gard. II I' prnhahJ~ 
\ignifi..:-;mt th;lt lllan~ '\"~'lllhlles 01 GIld 
ah..:renh url!cd (crtain fa. ... hlon' ('n \\omcn 
:\nlllug l'c-ntenhlals. long ~kirt,. hln)! 
\ke\es and lllllg h;lIr, IUlIhropologi,t 
I lal1lL' Lilwl..: ... , h .. ~ ar}!lled. had Iheolll!!l­
cal 'lgnifi(;Ull'~' as tokcn~ of \\I'man\ 
\uhmi"illn to male aUlhor1t~ The 
familrar rdr.un of hr;I\..:nl~ t'ill/en~hip, 
appllcd \1)111\'" hat Inl'I'n~I~Ic"lllly, rein· 
hlrn'd \uch \ !'Ihle 'relet:llUlI' of the 
\\orld. 

"" amollg lIther Prote,t:mh. th..: foreign 
mi"lllll lield pro\ ided a settrng In "hk·h 
Pentt'l"o\t;d \\(llllen nwr..: 'U(":l'ss!ulh 
a"erted thclr net'd for oltklill cndo"'t:. 
1I1..:nt But c\en Ihen:. rl-\lril·tlI1n ... \\ere a 
re'llil) In "eepin~ \\ ith the geneml prorde 
of .. \n\t'n~';l1lmi"I(ln;ltil". a l;Irg..: nJa!oTlt~ 
(If e;lrl\ .. \"emhllc') (II Gud ml~~lllrlilrie' 
\\t're \\(lmen Se\eral 1l111ntlh illkr th..: 
dCnOlllll1illuln "a, cQaI1Ji ... hed. t\\\1 
\Iomen nH"lnnane~ tn India reque,teti 
:\"l'mbhe~ 01 Gild e,e~'uti\l'~ tll I!r;ml 
Ihcm the '"pri\ ilege tu fulfill the tundhlll' 
of Ihe Chri,tlan mini,t'}."·' Tht'ir requc~1 
":1\ grilnted, but "ith a re'lflctl\1' pAn i~ll: 
the\ l'oukl fulfill th,l,e funl·tH)Il\ 11111\ 

"h~n a man "a~ una\aibhlc tl) do 'Ii 
Thcir ;IUlhOfl/atinn "ii' "a 'pet'ial 
pri\ ilege."' Il)r Ihe "111 ca,e \11 elllcrg..:nc) 
1)111\ ,. 

:\, IIlne p.I, ... eu. :\,~c11lhJre~ 01 GIld 
nHi~'iah n.pre"eti Ul[\(ern ah{)UI the 
pretillminance nf \\OI11..:n lIn th..: mi"llln 
ficld. At the de11lll11ln;\tl\\11', (jeneral 
Council 111 lin!. \11"lonar~ Set"Telar~ 
Nn..::1 PerkIn citl'd Ihe finding' of "C(lmpl'­
tcnt ;\ulhOfllie\" \\ho, he dalmed. had 
ad\ I~cd him. Ihal "Ihe "I,r" nl the Geneml 
COUl1(il ollh..: --'''l'mhlie, otGoJ depend, 
\()o much on women "llTkel"'"' ..... ltm)! 
gr;lIitude 10 the \\omen who \<lllanll) 
"filled the gap" Cimplylllg hoth IIMI Ill..::n 
"ere nOl fulfilling their calh ,I1lU that 
women w..:re onl~ leIl1IXlmrr1~ \upplymg 

It was not unt il 1920 
that women could vote at 
General Councils. Women 

could otliciall) p1llitor 
churches beginning 

in 1935. 

a need), he explicllly urged \Ingle men 
and marricd couplc~ to !.ed mi\~ion<lry 
appOIntment. 

Early in it~ history, the As'\Cmblics of 
God ordained people to various type~ of 
minislry or office. elder. e\"angeli,t, 
mis~ionary. Later the Geneml Council 
voted 10 change thai format and simply to 
ordai n "to Ihe full gospel mini~lry."· It IS 
uneertam prec isely how Ihi~ affected 
women. Given earlier proscription~ aboul 
ordaining wome n a~ pilstor~. il ~cems 
likely that It meant. m eHect. that the 
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leader.hi p frowned on womcn\ ordma­
tion Women cont mued to be endur.cd a, 
forci [!n mi\\ionarre, or e\'an!!di~h On the 
other hand , however, 1t <"ccm ... C\ 1dent thJt 
some pt:opk ·· and di~lm: t'- 1gnorcd the 
ruling DilV ld Mc: Do .... cll. Jn execut1v1.' 
officer and a piLwlr in J'lcnn\yhania. for 
example, III 01 tllghly lITcgular proc1.'cdlllg. 
ordained h i ~ wlf1.' hlln~elf \0 that ,he could 
scrvc Ihe congreg.lI ion more ctfcctivdy 
during hi \ frequent traveh. Other .... omen. 
like lIe len w annenmilcher Ln MLlw<lukc1.'. 
preached regularly, and conducted "'er· 
vice!. 111 the ir p<l\\()r·hu\band,· ah'oCnce\ 
It ... ce rn , ev ide nt, however, that their 
mini ~try conformed to thc denom ination'" 
earlier reqUIrement, of \ubmi"Lon to male 
leader.hLp . 

Several women evangell~t ... 01 1<,0 found 
receptive nud ie nce~ m the world wide 
A,~emhlLe, of God con~tLtuenC)'. BUI 11 i\ 
evident that they took \criomly urg ing' to 
mode~ty and "womanly demeanor." And 
mually they ' poke in ... eltmg' controlled 
by men, Men invited them. and , when it 
wa ... lime for preachi ng. turned the \ervice 
over to them . But their \peech wa\ in 
a controlled environment. and ocea\IOn­
all y they were mtrodueed with apology. 
a\ ex ceptJOm to th e " rul e" of male 
dominance 

It i\ likely thai ALlnee Semple McPher­
son beenme . at lea~1 pan ially. a victim of 
the previLl eLll unea\ine\\ about women 
m ini <, te rs operatin g in <,e ttin g\ th ey 
con trollcd . Although ... everal fac to rs 
Ln flue nce d hcr de parture fro m the 
A" ... embIL es of God, ~ he LIlc rea ... in g ly 
defied the norm<, for de noTllL nati onal 
evangeli<,t~ , After a brief. unsuccessful 
attempt to work wi th her h u~band, Harold 
Mc Pher<,on. ~he launched out 011 her own 
to IllLn i<,ter LIl an environment ~hc domi­
nated . It is LIlteresting that her early inde· 
pe nd e nt mi nist ry attracted a h ig her 
perce nt age o f m a le, th nn did the 
A~~embl ie~ of God . ' I A~ time pas~d. "he. 
too. Ilssociated with men LIl the perfor­
mance of \ uch acts as bapti sm. And when 
Angelus Temple needed someone to cover 
fo r "Sister." Temple leaders turned to men 
li ke Paul Rader. 

T his brief survey of the limitations on 
wo men from the inception of the 

Asse mblies of God provides contexi for 
the decision of the Ge neral Council in 
1935 to grant full ordination to women. 
Givcn a brief stateme nt on women at Ihe 
193 1 coun c il. the actio n o f the 1935 
council (which was recorded wit hout 
comment) is surprising, 

In 1931. apparently some o rdination 
cenificates were issued to women in spite 
of earlier ambiguity on the subject . The 
Council ruled that such certificates shou ld 
"clearly state that women are orda ined 
only as evangelists. " It further required 
that the words "bu ry the dead . admin­
ister the o rdinances of the church. and 
perform the rite of marriage, when such 
acts are necessary" (language that had 
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1'lcen un .... nmen .... mis~innar.' credentl<lh). 
he omllted entlrel}, j'n)m women', 
cT\'dentiah. 

The pcrtmcnl re~olutlOn of the 1935 
Council 1'lcg<ln by Mtin)! that the "plain 
teaching of SCripture" ,uppnrted the \ Lew 
that men and .... omen had dilfercnt 
mllli~trie, .... llhin the I:hurch :'>i<lIlethcle\~ , 
it t·ontlllued. •· .... (lIllen may al..., "'en'C the 
chun:h in the mini~try of the \\'ord .. 
Women ~ecking ordinalLnn 01 ... el1her 
c\ang1.'li," or pa~tnr. were required \() be 
at lea,t 25 year. old and "m<lturcd ., Thc}­
needed. further. to give evidence of both 
"development in the mllli\tr}, of the Word" 
a nd "actual \ervice." TheIr "right to 
adm ini\ ter Ihc ordlllance\ of the church. 
11'11('" I1/cll lIctl lIrt lIectssarv" wa~ 
included III thefr ordination The resolu­
tion wa!. made relroactive. presumabl}' to 

'hry Rll m ~e ) W<)odb ll ry pio n eered li nd 
e\'IIngeJi7.td in Arkansas. This photo is (rom her 
eart ) ministr ). She /lOW thes a t \l ara nath a 
Village, Sprinltfitld . MiSSOllri . 

aut horize the actIO ns of some di stric t 
councils during the preced ing decade 
when the status of women had been 
nmbiguous. 

By 1935. assu mptions about proper 
spheres of public activity for women were 
so ingrained that the resolution made little 
difference. It was fo rmulated during the 
adm in istra tio n of Ernest Willia ms. a 
beloved leader whose personal views on 
wome n in ministry closely para lleled 
Bell's. ll The predominance of males in 
both the denomi nation's administration 
and its congregational leadership was not 
affected by pennilling the ord ination of 
wo men "to t he full minist ry." Th e 
language of the denomination's constitu­
tion and bylaws contin ued to reinforce 

a"umptioll\ that authont} ~hould be 
e\cll:l<,ed by male .... And, more uften than 
not. .... omen .... ho obtamed credent1al\ and 
u\Cd thcm mini~lered in cooperation with 
their hu,band ... . AI an}- rilte. they 
I'unctmned under mille leadc",hlp. since 
all Icader.hip above the congregational 
lnel wa~ male. 

hum one per.peCllvC. at lea .. t lillie, if 
any thin!!. changed m 1935 , Altenng the 
dcnominatJ()n\ technical rule did not. III 

Lhelf. negate longheld a~~umptiom. The 
failure to addre ..... the underlying re!.Crva­
tiom about women in leader.hip made the 
deci~ion to ordain women little more than 
a technical imprm'ement. One ~tudent of 
nllni\te ring wonten noted III another 
context "Emphasi, wa~ always on 
woman'~ re\pon~ibility, not her rights: on 
her service to the cau\e of Chri<,t. not her 
leader-,hip of it."" T hat ob~erv:l t 10n 
applie<, to the A\semblie<, of God a~ .... el l. 

F.li lure to sh ift the emphasis assured Ihe 
existence of:l wide gap between techn ical 
rights and actual \Crvice. In fact, in most 
m:lJor American denomi nations. the "uc­
ce<;"ful implementation of the conviction 
that women could (and should ) mini"ter 
had onl y comc after a thorough consider­
ation of lay rights and responsibilities . 
I s~ue~ pertaining to women's place in the 
authority structure of local congregations 
and d istricts had been addressed before 
womcn had been considered as pastors." 

The credence sometimes g iven Bell's 
asse rti on that the Assembli es o f God 
offered women more opponun ities than 
d id any other re lig ious organization is 
hi sto ri ca l ly unin fo rmed . H is to r ic al 
perspective must also infoml sociological 
anal yses of the situation. In several majo r 
denominat ions women could be ordained: 
they exercised leadership through mi s­
sionary agencies : Be lle Benllett cham­
pioned the rights of the laity in Southern 
Me th odi sm. establi shing a ba sis for 
women to serve the church at all levels: in 
1921 . Helen Bnrrett Montgomery became 
the first wo ma n to lead the national 
gove rnin g ag e nc y of a main st ream 
den ominati on when s he wa s elec ted 
president of the Nonhern Baptist Con­
vention. In evangelical circles . however. 
women gradually lost the prominence they 
had quietly gained. The rapid acce ptance 
of the Scofield Bible is part of that story: 
the gradual ascendancy of Dallas Theolo­
gical Seminary trained men in the Bible 
school movement is another. John Roach 
Straton's Lmpassioned de fe nse of the 
youthful woman evangelist. Uldi ne Utley. 
in 1926 was the last public advocacy of 
women preachers fro m Ihe conservative 
camp for decades . (Stratan. pastor of New 
York City's Calvary Baptist Church and 
a leader of the World's Christian Fu n­
damentals Association. was the father 
of Assemblies of God minister, Warren 
Sumon. ) 

T he above informa tion should not 
obscure the vital contributions women 



mi.lde !o early A~.,emblie~ of GIld eHon,_ 
The} e\i.ln!!di/cd. ,en ... d nn !hl' 1111'.,i\1I1 
field. taught at Bible in,!itutc,. and ,cncd 
local congregation, in countlc\, wa\\ 
The\' ministered cffecti\el\. l'\cn it !hcy 
did "0 in a TC\trini\'C en\lmnrncnl. .\nJ 
most of thcm apparently found that 
ministry fulfilling, 

It doc,>, however. ,>ugge\t thi.lt the de­
clining percentage of actively ministering 
women (when mini\terin!! i, undeN('\(ld 
in a profes\ional ~en,e) i, 0I1t mereh a 
funclion of <.,ociological l'hange. Profes~ 
sionali.lalion of the mini\lr) went hand· 1Il­

hand wilh Ihe articul;.ltion of prevalent 
assumptioll\ about women"., proper role. 
Ba~ic poinls were ne\er discu~sed: they 
werc assumed It i'> hardly \urpri\ing, 
Ihen. Ihat Pcntcco'>tal'> failed to produce;.l 
body of lilerature compamble 10 holinc\,> 
!mel,> and books ,>upporting Ihe ministry 
of women, They tended. ralher, 10 lind 
congenial altilude,> ilbout women's public 
mini\lry that suiled a, well their focu'> on 
family life. And Assemblie,> of God 
women tended, on Iheirpi.lrt. to aC4uiesce 

Example~ of m;srried women holding a 
pa~torate apart fwm their ,pou\e and 
succeeding {in the denomination"., tcrm,» 
in family role~ are rel::l\i\c1y scaree: the 
mosl outstanding in the e;.lrJy yea" wa,> 
probably Carrie Judd MOlltgorller)_ • In a 
sCll ing increasingly wary of the cultuml 
implication~ of feminism, Assemblies of 
God adherents opted for a moderatel} 
authorilari:lII re'>olution to the tension 
between authority and Spirit that the 
subject of women in minislry mi,cd. 

\ott"i 
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"\tother" Ilo~ie, ('cntral 
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"omen; Rulh Co\", 
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I(lmnd Rdl',d, /onu.:r.;m, 111';0). I'P I~,'-l.)' 

a Sec. t<>r e'~rnl'le, \1."1ha Ti>mh~,c I:II;lU",\l_ 
'Women arnl R,'\ ".II>"n. ", Roselll ... I"'.' Ruelhcr .md 
R"wrnat) "'"Ucr, cd" If,,,,,,·,, ,,,,,I Ikli~"m III 

A"""K<l (Sdn ITJlK''''''' Hatp<'r & Ro"_ I'ISI). I, 
l-a7: tor Ille u...: ul the lell "Your S('IK and ,,,ur 
dJu~hte'" ,hall rn'phc,)'" hI k~lll1nale "omcn'~ 
nlln"II), '>« Barbar~ Bm,",'n I.i~mund. "llte StrU~· 
~lc tor thc Rl~lll h' Pn:.iK:h." In 11",1 pp. I'H·2.)1 

~ Sec. rurc\arnrlc, A J Gordon. MThe \\lnl'll) 
(If W,\l11cn."· ,tl,n",,,,,n H~', "',,. {II III.· t\"rld Ilk 
ccmocr II\~al. ~UI·~21. ,\ T Ple,",,,n, "Wolllan a'a 
IC~ClOr In lhe W,>rhf, h~ngch,~t,on. .\I",<j In 

R,'1"<"" fifth.- tl,,.1d iJul\ II\<J~ I: 5~n 

o. Janelle H""...:} Olo'el't~te, ""n)Cn\ lIl",he 
mem In lhe Alhan,'e In XII Tim,- lor !>i/'-",.,· (Grand 
R~pld,_ /.ondeflJn, I<JK6). PI' !5-!9. The !arge'l 
number ot ""men to ...:r.-c on Ille A!han.;c Boord ,11 
~I~nagcl'> alone tIme "a~,,~ 1lIc) .,.,fl-cd In l!1<J_1 
"nh 2a men. An h"wm'al 't~ICn1en1 III [he A!h~n~1' 
Jmlude 10"an.! "omen III mlll"lry " "llOlalllcu ,n 
Ihe "\1muIc'" 01 Ille 1981 Genera! ('Quncl!. PI'· :1-07· 
_'~8 '''Repon of the Soan.! 01 \1Jnavcf', RcJ;;\rdln~ 
[he Role of Women In \hni,tfl· In The ChmuJn and 
"!I,,,onat') A!liancc"), ' 

7. Alben B. S,mp,>,>n. n,e II,,/> S""". II' P'~It'f 
I"'''' (111 If'l(h (~" Yor~ Chn'"3n A!lIance Pub!"h· 
inS Co., ]8Q~). p. 112 

8. A B. Sirnp'l\n. ChTl.\t In thl' Blhlr. I ('(>r" 
pp_ l~a-I~7_ Th ... book "a~ pall 01 a "\Crie~ pub!l~hcd 
from 1888 by Slnlp,On', Word. Work anu World Pub· 
Ii,hlllg Co .. "<,, Yor~ 

9. A. B Simpwn. Chml m th, B,bk Rnman~. 
p, ~86_ Thi' "3" pan 01 a o,eric\ l'uhl"lled from 18K8 
by S,mp<.On·, Word. Won. and World l>Ubl"hin~ Co­
in Se" York 

10, F L. Chapel!. Elfi'emh·llouf u,bour,\ 1"<" 
Yon. (,hn,l1an A!han"e Pubh~hmg Co_. HI98). PP 
59-6~ 

]1 Ibid 
I~, GC\I, 19]a. P I Early cound! mlnute~ dn 

.~-

-

HEAR l 
Thl> W"",an E"ang.'~,"l 

H E. ALFORD 
foxmer ~·h<.><.11 ~l\s\""". l'rea," lht Olll 
Tim, G, "pt'l in t,h,. I''''''''r or II ,> Sf trit. 

IT THE MIMMOTH TEn 
CO' If.A· ...... ~." T ... f.-., .. A .... JC .. 

V'.RVIO:.s HH6 \I<JIT /I 
f:,..". SoI.o*-.\,p. 

StlwlhN. '''''''' 1IoIJ'-' ........... 
1M -.. c....c .... L ... 

COM£. nln TI£ IleI 
, .... '" ". , -" .... 

J 

n(ll"t.tle. h""c'Cf, thd[ &:kgJtc, had l<l tle men. [hal 
tho:} gefl<."r~l!) "cre -cen" 'UPI"-,nc:<J b~ ,',>Oc·cl'lll>n" 
"I au[h"nl~ and ""man', "l'hcR': 

\,( Iblu P 7 
la lbl.! 
15 GC\\. l'1I~_ I' ' 
10 Gn\. I~)Q. P 7 
I" Sec "d In thc tl ... U.l' J._I",,~d. I JdnUJI) 1~lo. 

p , 
III G('\\. 1'1~U. I'P Q, all One ,h<>ulu n<>1 ,'wr­

!II('~ I"" I,KI'- In 1'1~(). ",,"'en liN e~eru~d IlJ(oa 
IICW I'n,·,lcg~ 1,1 ">hn~ In a nat,,>oal ckdl(m. and 
III 19~O.'\IllI<:c Scml'lc \kPhe!"'.tln pn:ad)Cd "'the 
Gener.d C.'un<'11 

t'1 liE ~~ Janu~fl and ~ h,b"'JI"'., 1'116. P /I 
111, Ib,d 
~I III ~ SCl'teml'Cr 1'110. P 8 
~~ Ibl.! 
21 II'J. to \!In:h 1917. P \) 
!a tW ~~ Ju!} Wt6. p. II 
2~_ rrJnk Banlcman. "Flapper bangeli'I'. Fa~h 

11111\ h."h. M pfl\;Jtdy puhh,hed AG An:h,,'C, 
20. Elaine La"lc". "Wumen\ $peech In the I>t:n 

Ic"o'tJI Reh~n>u, $ervKe Ph. D. d",. ,Irnllana L'm· 
'el)ll}. 19X~ 

27, bc.:ullve Pn"b~lel) \ 1lnule,. n :\(,vem~r 

19ta. p_ I 
211 Ib,d 
29 Gcnc:nd CounCl! \!,nutc\. 191\. p. ~8 
10 IbId 
~I I~gult'~ from Ihe 1916 rehglou\ <,en~u~ 

dcmon,u~le that her denonllnallon had ~me 6~.~ 
maIn for each 100 females~ for lhe AS'iCmbhe~ of 
God. Ihe figure "a~ 58 1, See BartOO! and SlleppanJ. 
"PropIleIlC ~5. Pnestly Religion." p_ 3, 

,12_ GeM. 19:1-~. p. HI 
.H. Sec Emc~1 Williams. "MDy Women Preach?" 

A\l<:mbhes of God An:hi''C~ 
3J Brerelon. "Preparing Women." p, 184 
~~. Barbara l:lro"n Zikmund. "Winmng Ordlna­

uon lor Women in Mainstream Protestanl Churches:' 
In Ruether and Keller, m.lmtn and Religion. J. 339-
'-lO. 

36. See Monlgomery's aUlobiography. Undu " '$ 
\I'III_~$ (Oak!and. CA Triumphs of FJl th . 1936). 
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Mother Peace/'nn" ,,,,.,5 
~~hn had hc,mJ the ~n,pcl onl) nncc had 
huilt it chapel <lOU \\.crc a~\..ln~ for" 
teacher 

I>linn~ Ihi ... time \bnc v.mtc. "\tIny 
~oun~ rcnplc Jrt: turning \0 God The dope 
addicl'> \', hll enter nur rdugcc \1<111011'. itn! 

(OIl1ing \0 God and hcm~ dcJiwrcd • 
\\'hcn J,IP,1Il ~Irud.. PCiJrl Harhor on 

Dctcmtlcr 7. 19-11. the J.lpanC\C occupa· 
lHltlal Irnop~ .mnoun(l'd that the mi~­
'>UlIMflC'i III Chlllil v.crt! pri .. onc~ of v.ar. 
hen though the) were not mtcmcd. the 

IIt'nnNla I lrl,'rnan lidO lind Alkr "'r"art joined 
\I~n~ "lclllI~rI\ lind lilt nli"I,," in 1'120, \li" 
1 M~rnan j, dl't't'awd; Ali,'t "'1~"Mrt li'~ in . lmida. 

mi"joflafic\ .... crc rc\trictcd and ahu\Cd by 
lh~'lr (arlnl'\,. 

B) the ,umlllcr of 1942. Maric v.a~ 

hcmg grc.ul} )wr.t"cd by the J3pancsc 
Ilul then nc .... \ came that the mi ..... ionaric .. 
wcn: tn hi: repatriated Marie rccogni/ed 
th.lt her day~ of mini,try in Ta eh' ang were 
numhcreJ_ 

\VlIh mingled emotion.. JOy 01 ... ~he 
thought of the \RlOrie .. God had used her 
tn ;u':l·ol11pli<"h. and .,adne.,., becau\c shc 
mu .. t lea\c the ]"ICople ~he lo\cd--M:lrie 
turned the work 10 T;l Ch':lng and the 
"uITounding villages ()\'cr to her faithful 
('hme .. e workel">_ Marie \\a .. 6:1 year-. old 
when .. he left China. ne\"er to return. 

Marie Wi\., Itvlng at the Bcthany Re­
tirement Home in Lakeland. Florida on 
Nwemhcr 2M. 1962. the day she quietly 
.. lipped into the presence of God, 

By her friends. ~1ilrie Stcphany is stIli 
remembered a~ a WOll13n of courage OInd 
strength_ But of all the qUillitie .. attributed 
to thi., \,;lliant lady, the name she treasured 
rnn" Wil" gi\'t~n to her by her bclo\cd 
C'hine .. c. 

Mother Pe(lc£' 

Adete Flo .. ~r 1)alton 
is II rormu III l-.slon. 
ar) and no .. .wnior 
~"(liI o riat IIssi~hlnt in 
th r Dh h io n of 
Fo~iRn \liss ions of 
th e Asse mbli es of 
God . 
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LEITERS FROM 
OUR READERS 
\lembers of \)(; 55 YeaI"'! 
,\pprcciate Their Hcritage 

We rccei\ed th'> 100pc ["Go'pcl Radio 
Cla .... il·.,"J Jnd were thrilled to hear the 
\(llce, (If Bmlhel"> \\illiam .. IE.S.] OInd 
Steelberg [\a,.'_ R .. Sr.] They hcing dead 
yet "pcOlk. That powcrful me ..... age fmm 
Bmlher Ward Ie ".1.) W;I~ wonderl-ul. [ 
told my wik th;LI I wi~h the whole world 
could heilr this me~ .. a!!c_ 

We are ~Iill reading all of the back i.,~ue .. 
of flerillll.:(·. We think the A;,~cmhlies of 
God i~ the gre,ue .. t in the world_ ".ly dear 
wife i .. MO. and I willllC M6 In December. 
\Ve c;Llne into the A\\embhes ()f God in 
19.12. thai i~ 55 )eaT'o ;lgo. Our church wa .. 
then ('alled the Pcnteco .. tal Chun.:h ()[ 
Cleveland but j, now fiN A ... ~embly and 
IIX:Jtcd in l.yndhul">L 

Enclo~ed are photogrJ.ph.. and other 
material for the Archi\c .. , May God b1e", 
you in your good work 

\Villiam and France .. Harman 
South Euclid, Ohio 

Mr, (lml Mn /lurmo/1 were featllred in 
the }lI/lIIar.\' 15. 1981. jHlle of liJe Sunday 
School Time~ and Go~pel Heraldj()rtiJejr 

'\"llliam and Frances Hannan 

literatllre (lirtribllfion minislr\' ill efel'e­
Itllld's Metropolitan Genera; f/ospira/. 
Tile femllre included 16 pictllres oj liJe 
millisln I<'illl wllich the Harman,,! I/(Id been 
inl'Ob'e'd Jor 48 years. They are members 
oj First Assembly, LYlldluml, which is (/ 
sllbllrb oj Clevelal/d. 

fl erilage Lifts Spirit 

Happy 6th Birthday [for Heritage 
magazine]. and may it continue until Jesus 
returns! 

Enclosed please find a check for my 

IInillll(l' rencwal I have all the i ... ~ues. 
and my \pirit i, lilted high iI" Ienjo) 1.'00(h 
1 .. ,ue. 

I .. tarted In e\an!!eh~tir: work in 19JI. I 
graduated from Southwe\tern Bible 

lIeltn M. Ear le,' 

In~titute. Enid. Oklahoma. and I am ~tlll 
working for Je .. u~ in Pin,field Assembly 
as a pi<llll~t 

Love you in Chri~t. 

Helen M, Earley 
Pithfield.1l1inois 

New O rdcr of Ihc Lattcr Ruin 

Thank you for the article on the Latter 
Rnin Mon!ll1ent "The New Order of the 
Laller R:lin," by Richard Riss. (Fall 1987). 
I have been with the Assemblies of God 
only ~ince 1981. fur the 25 years prior to 
that, I was a~~ociated with the Elim 
Fellowship, having also graduated from 
Elim Bible Im.titute. [ even married 
President Carlton Spencer's daughler. 

Through my 6 years In the Assemblies 
of God it has alway~ grieved me to see 
thai so few realize that. along with the 
negalive aspecH. of the Lauer Rai n 
Movement, there were also some things 
very positive. The Heriwge article put the 
whole matter in proper perspective. Thank 
you very much. 

Saied Adour. Pastor 
Church of the Resurrection 
East Syracuse, New York 



............................ " ................ "." .. , .. . , ... . . 
TIME FRAME A QUICK LOOK INTO THE PAST .................. , ..... "', .. , . ".,,.,"', ........... , ... , ... , 

b.( h h~ut' til(' edi tor "" 1l'C1~ it t l1h of inl ... rl"l for Ih " wtu mn from ,I!(, 1',-"/u"'/tJf I '-UIII,rI. I~tlrr Rail' 
f HIIIXI'I. tpolf"'.r FDtlh. Uord a"d 1\ '/" '''. lond OII I1('r IlUhli,-;l l i<ln'_ CUm mt iU ' ~ l1 d 'u~." Ii .. n' from "ur 
r .. adfr, are i'l'.led. 

10 YeaN Ago- 19n 
klur \lUdent' attending Bethany Bible 

College. Santa Cruz. Californi.1. .... !!re 
killed Novcmbl!r" .... hen their prj\.ue pi;lIlc 
cra\hed. The) .... ere C_ Rickie Berry, Da\ iJ 
E. r'ageNmm. Ru~')C1I \\ Fmnb, and 
Perry E_ Harbin. They were enmUie til a 
\Ingmg engagement 

GU} Duty, 70. an ordained milll,ter 
.... ith thc Potomac Di~trict and a .... rit!!r. 
died November 21. He authored five 
book ~. the be,t kno .... n being IJiI'ora (l1If1 
Relllarria!:e. 

20 Yean; Ago-1967 
J Phil ip Hogan, Di\ i\ion of km! ign 

Mi \~ ion~ d irector. \poke at the 8th Inter­
VaN ty Mi\"io na!)' COll\ enlion at the lin i­
ver. ity of lII inoi .... Hi .., me\\age. '"The 
Bu'> h or the Boulevard')·· Challenged mi,>­
loionarie\ and organiz:l! ion\ 10 e~ t abli,>h 
e \-'ange li ~m center. in the big citie,> of the 
world for the best results. 

At the annual meeting ofthc I\:nh!co\tal 
r-dlow .. hip o f Nonh America . the dele­
gate,> pa .... cd a resolution rea ffirming the ir 
respon~ibil i t y to evangelize the world. 
Officers elected were R. B!)'ant Mitchell . 
chairman; T F Zim merman. fi N \ice­
chairman; and Charles Conn . ~eerc t;l !)-. 

30 Yea rs Ago- 1957 
Richard Champion. ed itorial a\~i~tant 

and c ircul ation manager of the Pe/lfl'<"o,ltal 
£1'(1111:('/. ~ucceed~ Verno n Mclellan a~ 
editor of the C.A. Herald. Mclellan i ~ 
the new edi tor o f the Youth fb I' Chr;lt 
maga7ine . 
Miss ionarie~ Adele Flower and Roy Dal ­

Io n were married December 8 and plan to 
sail for Spain in January. Adele ha:. mini \­
tered in .. everal Latin American countrie~ 
and in Ihe Spani sh Literature Divi~ ion . 
Roy ser\ed a:. a missiona!) to Cuba before 
transferring to Spain in 1951. 
40 Yea rs Ago- 19-'7 

A 5-week revival meeting at Bethel Tem­
ple. Dallas , Texa~ . wa~ described by ?-olstor 
Alben Ott as the greatest meeting in the 
history of the church . Atlcast 150 belie\'crs 
were baptized in the Spirit. Clara Grace 
wa~ the evangeli st. 

50 \ caN \go - 19J7 
After prt'al:hin)! in the L S for ,e\cral 

month". David Ju Ilk"l' h rt'turning to 
South Afril:a_ He .... mtc 1I1lhc .-\'-.cmhhe'> 
Ill' God un hi .. depanure th;lt he had a g'loJ 
repon to take hnrne '"\ I ~ Ilpillinn lof the 
A"emblic'> of God 11'> that a great rt'\ i\al 
i, I:oming. anJ th!! .... nrk "ad\anl:lIlg along 
,ane, haJancl"d linl"'" 

Thc Slmday SchfJol limn "'['>I.'"' tholt 
Ru,~ia ha .. a pnlgram 10 tum fJI.'npk ;lgain'l 
1l11, .. ionarie, ~er\1n!! in countri..:" through· 
out the world. '·M""onari!!,." a com· 
muni<.,t .... rote, ",llIIuld hc riJll:ukd and 
their con\cm hoycotted. The .... atl:h .... orJ 
"hou ld be ·Chri" Jt'IC"ll(ltlilllhl" 'lllmal:h. 
but \1ani .. m doc,' 

60 \ ears \ go - 1927 
The \tonlc Vi, ta Chri\lIan School. Wal­

.. onville. California. \\ lth ckmentar. and 
high ~hool. i, no .... in II'> ~ nd year of 
operalion . (Montc l'illa. 11111' oj (hi' jin( 
Chri_ItiOIl .1r!WOI.I in 111('·\ \wmhlil'l oj 
God. is _Ifill gOi l lgltl"OlJg ajia 61 -'"('lin. J 

Pa~tor T B Barratt. Chri~tiania. I\;N­
way. i ~ conducting \Cnice~ at GI;ldlidi ng~ 
Tabernacle. :\e .... '{(Irk In 1906. when 
Barrau .... a" \"i~iting Americ,l , a ro";orv.egian 
im migrant b) the nam!! 01 \ ·ingrl"n. look 
him to a mi"i(ln. Glad liding~ Hall the 

t,)fCrUnnl'f 01 thl' Tabl'm.cle .hc':"C 
Itm.1t .... as l'\.p\.l-.cJ to the Ib h .. "C()!oI.al 
c\.p..:ri.:n~·l" \mgren ho hlOk Rnbcrl 
BR'wn ttl the 11k; ml"l " Brown aler 

arnt:d Ih' p. ,I< \ \, ... BUIJ:":-ss amI 
tx'.,:am.: the p 'II lurch 

7() \l'u" .\ J!o- 1917 
Ihc (ire,11 War ha~ Ul"atl"d dlUi.;ult cir· 

(UIll'>t,IIlI:C~ for mi"1(lnaric'> t~ Ill!!: til 
tl:tum 1,1 (heir fil'hh III 'en io.:e .md lInt,lIn 
'Urrill's. _\ nright 'POI in the ~rt'attrJ~("J~ 
fa.;mg the "orlJ OF-hI nlWo IS the mUlIsiry 
to\men.:an o;cf\Kemen b~ Ra~lllI.md T 
RI.;ilcy and 11th!!!"'>. Thl") .if! mllll'>[cnng 
10 our »t"r. l';Cmen ne~r mllit. n );l..c:<' and 
pm\ i~!Jng f!,11\pcl lilc:mture 

One Ilf Ih.: gn:.IIl"'t opportUIllIiCl> til 
fI.·al·h Ru~ma .... llh thc gospel has n:sulted 
tnllll till" re\nlutlOn Th.: fC\uiutlon h"s 
thrm\1I thl' uoor \lp.:n to lX~.!M)(J.IMMI 
f'C\lple III that grl"at land 

HO YCII" \go - iIJ07 
-\ Penl':C:lhlal re\ I\al In l amont 

()~bhnl1la, ha, 'tlrred thl .. area lUI miles 
aRlund Glen .\ C\IO\... ..... hl,l rt'o.:CIW-J the 
Pcnlcl:o .. lai c\pc:rl.:n.:c: at th,a \lU\O. StT\' l"1 
\11"1"11, prl"iI .. :hl'J tn J !!",ur pm) m~ 0"­
thl' haptl'lll III thl" Spirn Ik tounJ them 
t!!al:hlng that l"at1l1g pnr~ ..... l".lrlng 
n.:d,tle~. dnnklllg l"Illk..:. and .... t·.mng 
IIltlu,t;lc:he, "ere ~lIlful. Cook ,>,Iid th,lI 
atter thl' LI:lnJ dcli\!!rt'..l them trom tim 
~lIld;l)!e, they .... .:fI.' bapll/cd In 111l' Spirit 

Thnlll;l~ J un~. Sl'ank, \\a,hlll)!wn, 
re['>l.m~ that "lllle 7~ people hith" ~cn 
baptl/ed in the Spirit III their 1Il1~"l"n on 
7th :\\!!nu!! Onl' 1~-~'!!ar-tltJ ~trl \\,h 

baplllcd in the Splrit .... hik hcing haplill·d 
III .... ater. . ~ . 

A mighty revival in which clas <;c ~ wcre 
sUlo pended for a .... eck has stirred the Cen­
tral Bible Institute campus in Springfield . 
Missouri . W. 1. Evans, C BI dean said he 
had neve r <;cen so many people ··main­
tained and ~uSlallled·· for so many day ~ in 
~uch an intense spiritual atmo~phere . 
Repon ... of healings . conversions . resti lu­
tions . visions. baptisms in Ihe Spirit, calls 
to mission fields. and other supematur:cl 
acts were dai ly occurrences. 

47 Years Ago-1940, How many of these people can you idenlify? If you need help. 
they are Richard Orchard and Manha Jane Ward in frolll : ~tanding. from the lefl. are 
Tommy Holl ingswonh. Dorothy Ward. C. M Ward, and Tommy EmmetL Picture w;\ ~ 
taken duri ng a revival meeting in the Go~pell~1bernac1e. Aberdee n South Dakota . which 
Emmell pastored. Photo counesy of Katherine Trygg. 
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1445 Boonville Avenue 
Sprlnglleld, Missouri 65802-1894 

o Edith Mae 
Pennington/from page 9 

remaining years were spent with the local 
congregation. -

As far as many of the old- timers who 
were in her meeting~ during the Great 
Depres~ion arc concerned, there never 
will be Olnother Edith Mac Pennington. 
She could Olttract the crowds Olnd draw the 
net for conversions. And few eVOlngelists 
were as successful in leading believers 
into the Penteco..,tal experience . Many 
Pentecostal churches really didn't get a 
good start until Edith Mac Pennington 
visited their cities. 

Her critics said ~he was foolish to give 
up a promising career for the ministry. 
Edith had one answer: "The Light of the 
Cross exceeded the bright lights of the 
stage. I exchanged the glamour of the 
world for the glory of the cross. "" 

II's pretty safe 10 add that she never 
looked back. 

1'ioles 

"Miss Edith Mae Pancrwn A"''Mded Grand 
Capnal Prize as MO$I Beautiful Girl In IhI: U.S .... 
Sr. Lnws G/ob<,-Democrllf (No, 6. 19211. sec. 3. p, 
I &hth "'ould ~m:~s Inler thai the contest "'l1S nO! 
In bathing suits. On March 24. 1946, the ocw-.paper 
mn a feature '" Ith l.e''en photographs in their Sunda} 
supplement. mled ··Mosl Beaullful Girl in 
America-25 Year<. Laler." 

2. Ibid .. p. 8 
3, Ibid .. p. 1. 
4 Ednh Ma(! Pennington. From rh .. FQ(}IlIghls 

/0 rhO' Ughr vl,h .. Cros$ (Shn:''epon. LA. n,d,). 
p.4. 

S. Ibid .. p. 6 
6, "Beauty WinnerOpen~ RC"i\'al Ser.ice Hcre.·­

The \~iuhi/l8/O/I lIaald (Apnl 1931 J. 
7. Ibid. The Oklahoma City church was nO! the 

first Pentecostal church shc had ~Isiled. According 
to herdaughtcr. Edith Lorraine Pennington. In a letter 
to me Nov, I. 1987. Edith anernled a seT\'ice at 
Angelus Temple in Los Angeles and was healed of 
a gOiter. 

8, Pennington. p. 7, 
9, lencr to author. Nov, I. 1987. 

to. Both McPherwn and Wood ... urth-Ener·s mar­
riages ended in divorce. Mary Moise opened a rescue 
mission in St. Louis which bmughl a separation fmm 
her husband (S« NG Heritage. spnng 1986). 

t L Pennington. Should U\:Jmen Preach rhe Gos· 
~p (Shre\'epon. LA. Plant ofReno\\n, 1982). p. 19. 

12. Correspondence. Assembltes of God ministers 
file, April 12. 1932. 

1l. leuer to author. Nov. I. ]987. 
14 Com:spondeoce. Assembltes ofGQd ministers 

file. R:b . 23. ]932. 
]5 . "lbrmer Champion Beauty of Nalion Is 

Evangelist No""':- Sr. LoUIS Globe-Delllocral (Oct. 
10. 1930). Newspaper coverage was during meeting 
at Granile City. lL 
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]6, HcOl) Hoar. "\I,lT\-c!ou, Infl" ... ul Hundrcd" 
P"nll'WSIll/ b'an~rI t;";"', 14.1i:!.111 

17. [mer.le"'. \;0, 2~. 19f!7 
If!. Teleph(\oc intcr.ie"'. o<:t ~1. 1987. 
19 V('\I' tilT! f.'('/II/I~ J(IUrrlll/(\1a} 4. ]Ql~l. 
20. In Feb, ]i:!o;O. Edith \fa(! I\:nnlnilton ""'Ith 

a Ilnge of rcgret"· 'C''ered her relallon~hlp '" Ith the 
A,;,cmblte~ 01 God. She'" TOle the general 'Cerela!). 
J. Ro~\\cl1 Flower. 'l.1tlng thal .. he had no oc'" "tea",h· 
mg. pm<:ti"e~. or interprctatl(ln.·· She adJcd thaI GIld 
"anted her 10 separate fmm thl: A~sernbhes of God 

PAID 

and call her IOJcpendcm <'huR:h .. n,c, Pldnt 0] 
Reno'" n·· lEi :14 ~i:!1 FIt''''er an,"'ert"<i . ..aymg thaI 
the A,..cml'lhe, (It (""ld had ~"'"'IJcral'lle lahlUde fl'r 
'anllU\ t~pe, 1'1 nHni,tric, lind \it\\ I\{) rea'>(tll II" 
WIth·, ""tlKlm\\.o.1 Other. thought that the <'huRCh 
had embr""e..t \.l'me 1'1 the LlI1er RaIn te",:hmg\ that 
\\ere III '" ,de U'>C m 1~'\() 

"'lh'\\ln8 [..11th \b". Pennm8tlln\ death In 

1i:!74, her daughter. WIth lOmlioc Penmngt(ln. 
u.,<,umC<i the pa"011lle (1\ the <.Church 

~I Pennlnglon. from rhl' 1-(I(,rl,-~hH. p 7. ~,... 

Glad Tidings Temple 
1913-1988 

We at Glad Tidings Temple are preparing to celebrate our 
75th anniversary next July. As part of our celebration, we 
are publishing an anniversary book containing photo­
graphs, stories, and historic background never before 
published. 

Your help is needed! Please contact us should you have: 

• Photographs of any • An anecdote regarding 
period of our history individuals in our past 

• Any items of historic • Any other information 
interest relating to Glad Tidings 

Arrangements can be made for us to safely borrow your old documents 
or photographs. Perhaps you would like to record your story on a 
cassette tape. 

Please Contact Us As Soon As Poss ible 

Glad TIdings Tempte/1475 Ellis Street, San Francisco, CA 94115 
Phone (415) 346- 1111 
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