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The Men Who Have Led the A/G 
9 General Superintendents in 67-year History 

Compared to other rellglOlh organl 
l:Ltlon\, the A\\embhe\ of God 1\ 

"1111 10 ih youth e'vell though it h;l\ 
been In eXI\tellce for o'ver 67 year. 

Th,\ youthtulne" can be better 
under.[ood v.hen one realL/e\ th,lI the 
orgallll.<ltion ha\ yet 10 det.:t " Genem[ 
Superintendent \'vho v.a. .. born "fter Ihe 
organil.3tloni.ll meeting In 1914 

Nine \upcnntendent\ ha\c '>Cr.cd the 
organi73tion \lnt.:e delcgate\ \01cd the 
A\\emblie\ of God LIlto ex'\t~'ncc "t Hot 
Spring;" Arl.an\a\. 1 

Thi~ I\\ue of flemlll,fe \0.-,1] lool. at the 
fir..t the \upcrmtendenty E. " Bell. 
A P. Collim. J W. Welch. \'v T 
Ga\lOn. and E. S Wllllam\. Sketche\ on 
W R Steelberg. G F Lc\'vi\. R M 
Rigg\, and T F ZUllmcmlan WIll be 
publi~hed III the next I .. \ue 

Eudorus N. !Je ll (1 91 4; 1920-23) 

W hen E. N BeH wa\ attendmg the 
Ulliver.IIY 01 Chicago In 1902, 

he wrote to the pre:.ident of hi", alma 
mater. Stetson Un iversi ty. and inquired 
concerning a possible ;,cholan.hlp to 
Ox ford Univen.ity. " I feel that a few 
years abroad would not hun me a bit. "2 

The <,cholar.hip never matcrialll.ed A 
dl:.appollltlllenl to BelL no doubt. but 
most cenainly a ble~\lng for the A\\Cm
blies of God which would be fonned 12 
yean. Ii.lter, 

Eudorus and hi;, twin brother Endoru\ 
were born on June 27. 1866 Ju')t a 
year after the Civil War ended. When the 
boy') were on I) t\'vO yean. old, their 

lather died, leaVing the l;J.lll1l} III 
poven} 

AI an carl) age Eudonh v. a~ con 
\ened and felt <I call Into Ihe 1111111\11)

After ~tudYlllg at Siehon he v.cnt on to 
the Soulhern Bapt"t Semlll;ll) at Lou,, · 
\llIc In 1900. 

Follov.lIlg additional ,tudie!. ;It the 
L.:1lL\c~it} ot Chicago DI\lnIlY School. 

Facts of Interest 
. b\c 01 the nme 1c ... dcl"\ ... llelKk:d Ih.: h. 

Gcner,,1 Cnun<.:11 10 l'II.l I· , Bell .\ P 
('011111'. J \\ \\ekh , \\ r (ja\lon .. md 
R \1 Rig)!, 

' T\l.o .... r.cu 1m 20 }eJ.I"\ tlr mllre I· 'i 
WllllJ.m, (!OJ J.lld T I· /lIlIl11cnnan 1221 

'E. 5 \\ 111lam\ huld, Ihc rc<.:ord 1m 1110,1 
IlIllC' dcued (10). 

'The ~oung.:'1 IIlJ.n 111 e\cr hold Ihc IJIIKC 
\l.a~ W T Ga~l(ln "ho v. a .. deued.11 .. ~e.N 
R \1 Rlgg" at 'Ige 5$, \1..1' olde,. ,upcnn 
Icnucm 10 be eJcued tor the fiN lime 

'Tv.n ,upcrill1cndem, died m Iltll<':C. 1 , 
Bell !June J5. 19211 J.nd \\e'1c) R 'itedncrg 
Oul} 8. 19521 . 

'Longe\lI) \\Ilham, (t)61. \\ckh and 
LC\l.I\ (80), Rlgg, 1751. GNon 1701, Cllllm, 
(59). Bell (57), and Slcclhcrg 15111 ,\\er.lge 
1\ "Ih~c 'core and len ." 

Bell ministered In the South and then 
pastored the Nonh Fon Wonh BaptIst 
Church in 1905 and 1906 Bu[ III 1907. 
Bell received the baptism III the Holy 
Spirit at Chicago's Nonh Avenue M IS
sion, whIch v. as pastored by William 

Durham 
Wh..:n PClI!cco~tab began to talk about 

.In uTganllJtlOn a few ~car. later. Bell 
\\.a~ one 01 the .. igner:. 01 the "calt" tn 
HOI Spring .. , and it "'3" hI'> paper. Tht' 
Iron'tllUi U'lInt'n. ",hlch publi,hcd the 
1m HattOn 

Bcli '>Cr.cd 1 .... 0 non-,>ucce"L\C \cnn, 
a.... Chamnan (title of Ch:umlan \\. ... , 
changed [0 General Supenntendent In 

1925 ) At the orgamzJl1onal meetmg he 
\\.J:' elected. bUl1hcn aI thc nc\;( CounCil 
held In the fall of 1914, A P Collin" 
replaced tllm In 1920 Bell \.\a .... again 
elected to fill th..: po<,lllon and rcm:uncd 
a .... Chalmlan untIl hi, death, June 15. 
1923 

Had he gone to O\lord. Bell .... auld 
pcrhap<, h:l\c been a ~mmJI) profe~·.()r 

or prc,idcnt; had he remained In the 
Bapt1~1 church. pcrhap .... he .... ould ha\!! 
pa .... torcd onc 01 the great Southern Bap. 
tl\[ chun:hc\, But he cho~ to align 
IllIllM!lf v.lth Pen[eco~tal\ In 1907. an 
:t\",ociat ion wh ich brought him LIlto the 
leader.hlp of the Asscmbhc", of God 

Arch P . Collins (1914.1 5) 

T ike hi~ predecessor E. N. Oell. Arch 
L P Collin", v.a~ a Baptl;,t pastor III 

Fon Wonh Baptbt record .. ~hov. that he 
pa;,tored three churche\ In Tarran! 
Count} dUring 1905-06: Plea~anl Ridge. 
Rner.ide. and Handle) 

Collin\ wa~ called "[he ~alntl) peaCe· 
maker" by hl~ peers. In recalling the 
\econd Gcneml CouncIl. Bell v.ho 

(Contmuell on {Xlxe J) 

NlIlc ,upcnnlcnd('nt'> ",110 ha\e '>Cr\ed lhe A ... -.cmbhc\ of GoJ !-rom the kft art 
E. 'l Bell 11914, t92I)'23). A P Cotllm (l914-IS), J v. wekh (l9IS·20, 
192)·2S), W T Ga.'lOn (l92S,291. E. S Wllharm 11929-49), v. R Sicelbtrg 

(l949·S2). G. I· Le",,\ il9S2·H), R " RI~) 119S)·S9), and T !- Z,mlTll:l 
man 119S9· ). The Ii"" tk~ leader.; "err ealled ChallTncn, the tuk "'a.~ 
ch~ngetJ 10 Genefllt Supcnnlend('nl In 19Z5 
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When Pentecost Came to Los Angeles 
75th Anniversary of the Azusa Street Revival: /906-/98/ 

Dy Vinson Synan Editor's nOle. 1981 marks (he 75th (Hlm- follower. a "<,eel 01 fanatIc":' Ihe hOn!-

F':w event~ have affected modem I'usa,)' of the A;:usa Street rel'iva/. This page Times aniclc created curio~ i ly and 
church history ;c, greatly ~ thc article is abridged from Dr, Vinson bigger crowds for Ihc meetmg. 

famous Azusa Street revival 01 1906- Synan's introduc/lon of a lie" edition of A~ thc revival continued for three and 
1909. which ushered mto being thc Frank Bart/eman's eyewitness (lccount, one-half yean. at Azusa, services were 
worldwide twenlteth-century Pentecostal Dr, Synan is an assiswrII .~ufJerintendenr held three limes a day - mornmg. after-
renewal From this single revival has of the Pentecostal Holiness Church The noon. and night. Tongues-~peaking was 
i:,sued a movement which by 1980 num - /lew edition is litled Azusa Strut alld the ce ntral attraction. but healing of the 
ber~ over 50.000.000 c1as~ical Pentecos- is published by Logos. IlIternlmonal. ~ick wa~ not far behind .... A:, time 
tal~ in uncounted churches and mission~ © 1980 by Logos. Used by permission. passed Seymour and hIS followers 
In practically every nation of the world claimed that all !he gifts of the Spiri! had 
In addi!ion 10 these Pentecostals, there been restored to the church. 
arc untold numbers of chari~- ~:':":':"::':-.J:':" ________________ -' ____ ~ Nothing was able to SlOp 

matlc~ III every denomination 
who can trace at least pan of 
theIr !'pu'l1ual heritage 10 the 
ALUsa Street meellng . 

E. S. Williams Was 
Eyewitness in 1906 

On a ~hon two-block ~treel 
in downtown Los Angeles. 
3 [2 Azusa Street is the most 
famous addres~ in Penteco~
tal-charismatic history . 

Without a qucstion, Wil
liam J . Seymour was the ccn
tral figure of the Awsa Street 

"The front of the mission 
was packed with seekers 
a nd persons trying to 
assist them ..• My heart 
was hungry for God ... I 
began to seek the baptism 
with the Spirit and on 
October 2, I received." 

revival and will always be 
remembered as the vessel chosen of the 
Lord to :,park the worldwide Pente<::ostal 
revival. Yet . [ittle that he wrote has been 
preserved for posterity. 

It was Banleman 's diary and reports in 
the hoJines:, press that conSlituted the 
most complele and re[iable record of 
what occurred at Azusa Street. In later 
yean. Banleman gathered together his 
diary entries and articles wrinen to vari
ous periodicals and published them in 
book fonn. 

In this book, enlitled flow Pemecost 
Came 10 Los Angeles. one feels the ex
citement of the events al the Old Azusa 
Mission . From the begi nning. Banleman 
seemed to sense the historic significance 
of the Los Angeles Pentecost. From the 
first meeting he attended in Apri[ 1906, 
he felt that a "world wide reviva[" 
would be the result. 

In 1906 Seymour had been invited to 
preach in a black Nazarene church in Los 
Angeles pastored by a "Mrs. Hutch in
son." When Seymour preached his first 
sennon , proclaiming the "initial e\'i
dence" theory of the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit . he was locked out of the Nazarene 
church. The stranded preacher was then 
invited to stay in the home of Richard 
Asbury on Bonnie Brae Street until he 
could arrange his return 10 Houston. But 
Seymour was destined to spend the rest 
of his life in Los Angeles due to the 
tremendous revival that began shortly 
thereafter. 

Although he had nOl yet spoken in 
tongues at the time he was locked out of 
the Nazarene church, Seymour did soon 
thereafter in the Asbury home. Home 
prayer mcclings soon gave way to fronl
porch sll-cet meetings which drew hun
dreds of eager listeners to hear Seymour 
and his tongue-speaking followers. Soon 
the crowds became so large that larger 
quarters were needed fo r the fast-grow
ing group. 

A search of the downtown Lo~ An
geles area turned up an abandoned 

old building on Azusa Street that had 
been used variously as a Melhodist 
church. a stable, and a warehouse. In 
[906 il was a shambles. but adequate for 
the band of Pentecostals who began 
holding services there in April of 1906. 

Banleman first attended services wh ile 
the group was on Bonnie Brae Street. 
The Los Angeles Times firs l reponed the 
Azusa SlOry in Apri l of 1906. Call ing 
tongues a "weird babel" and Seymour's 

College Yearbooks Available 
Are you looking for a copy of your 

college yearbook? 
The Assemblies of God Archives has a 

miscellaneous collection of college year
books which it no longer needs. A Jist of 
the yearbooks and prices is available by 
writing 10 the Archives. 

the inexorable momentum of 
the renewal that issued forth 
from Azu)'a Street. ... "Pil
grims to Azusa" came from 
all parts of the United States. 
Canada. and Europe . They in 
tum ),pread the fire In other 
places . 

Thus within a short time 
the Azusa Street Pentecost 
became a worldwide move of 
the Holy Spirit. 

As the seventy-fifth anni
versary of the Azusa Street revival is 
commemorated in 1981. it is possible 10 
reflect on the importance of this water
shed event in Christian history. By this 
year. there are estimates of the number 
of Pentecostals and charismatics in the 
world that approach the 75.000.000 
mark. [Author includes infonllation on 
Catholic and Anglican Pentecostals. J 

It is a long way from Azusa Street to 
SI. Peters and Canterbury. but in 1981 it 
is apparent that Pentecost has come nOI 
only to Los Angeles. but to aU cities and 
nalions of the world . 

Heritage Society 
Presented at GC 

The newly created Assemblies of God 
Heritage Society was introduced al the 
39th General Council held in SI. Louis. 

The Rev. J . Foy Johnson. Peninsular 
Florida district superintendent and execu
tive presbyter. introduced as-minute 
video tape showing the ro[e of the Ar
chi ves and the Heritage Society during 
the Friday evening service. Following 
the showing. General Superintendent 
Thomas F. Zimmennan lo[d the dele
gates and visi tors how they could be
come members of the Society. 

In addition. the Archives was repre
sented at the General Council with an 
exh ibil. Copies of the Heritage paper 
and the new brochure. "A Grand Heri
tage." were distributed. 

AlG HERITAGE. WINTER 1981-82 
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A/G Superintendents 
(Contillued Jrom I'll~l' I) 

roomed .... llh Collin, dunng the Coun-
cil \HOle about hi .. Iriend: 

.. Almo'>' C\'cry morning he a .... aJ..encd 
me "uh hi~ pm)mg and ..... or'>hiping In 

the adjOIning room It ""a. .. not merel) a 
mattef 01 gettmg '>Orncthmg from God [1 
\.\Ol.'> a tlmc 01 great Icllo ...... hlp bet .... ecn 
hi!) .. oul and hea .. en He would ohen 
')Cern 10M In ador.Hlon and pral'-C 10 
God. "1 

When F F Bo\wonh quc"lloncd Ihc 
A"scrnbJic" of God po"itlon thai ,,~al-
109 in tongue .. i .. thc iml1al evidence 01 
the baptl<'nl In the Spirit and told hi .. 
Dalla'> congregation how he fell. Collin .. 
was In attendance and \upponcd Bos-
won h. But the next Sunday after the 
church .. phI over thc I .... UC Collin .. 
rClUmcd to thc church, knelt on the 
platform. mi .. cd hiS hand .. , and repented 
for tak ing a stand with hl\ friend Bos
wonh thc prev iou\ week. J 

The "!<oaint ly peacemaker .. ' Arch P 
Collins. went to be with hi~ Lord In 

192 1. 

John W . Welch (1 915·20: 23-25) 

.4. t age 56. J W Welch Wa.!> one of the 
1-1.. older delegates at the first Council 
His friends affecllonately calk-d him 
"Daddy Welch'" and they deeply 
appreciated hi~ mature leadership during 
the early yean. 01 the Assemblie~ of 
God. 

Welch was one of several Pentecostal 
leaders who had their rootl> In the 
Christian and M issionary All iance. But 
while min isteri ng In Oklahoma in 1910 
he received the bapw~m in the Holy 
Spirit. Whe n the call came to organize 
the Asscmbl ies of God. We lch was there 
an d w a!<o e lec ted a s an execu t ive 
presbyte r. 

Recent Acquisitions 
E. N. Be ll correspondence from Stet

son Uni versi ty, Dc Land, Flo rida. 
Papers and correspondence o f E. L. 

Tanner, Smith Wiggleswonh . and Stan
ley H. Frodsham . 

District records from New York . 
Nonh Caroli na, Ohio. and Southern New 
Eng land . 

Wood banister o ut of Hot Springs. 
Arkansas, Opera House. Donated by 
Hot Springs-Garland County Historical 
Soc ie ty. 

Myer Pearlman 's fi rst Bible and a 
To rah scroll . Donated by Mrs, Irene 
Pearlman . 

New Equipment Purchases 
The Archives recently took delivery 

o n a new Panasonic video tape player
recorder, monitor. and cabi net. 

In 1915 the dclegatc\ cle<:ted Wekh .. 1.\ 

ChJlmlan, a po\ition hc hclll lrom 1915 
to 1920. Whcn E \,: Bell wa.~ returncd 
to the Chainnan'\ offi<:c. \\ekh hc<:ame 
Secretary for thc mo\cment 

On June 13. 192~, lnnwlng that Bcll 
Wa!> e~penencmg ph)\lcal problem" 
Welch called on him at hl~ home In 

Springfield While the~ .... ere tallmg. 
Bell \Iumped mer with a hcan auad 
and died in Wekh ' , arm .. . 

So at the age 01 alm(ht 65. Wckh 
again a .. l>umed thc leader-.hlp uf the 
A., .. emblie .. of God 

After W T Ga.,ton ..... al> elected J., .. 

Chaimlan In 1925, Welch pa~lorcd In 

Modesto, California, <,en·ed on the fac · 
ulty of Glad Tiding .. Bible In,,11Iute. and 
then in 1931 he returned to Spnngfield 
where he served a!> pre .. ident of Central 
Bible InMilule and a~ an eXCCUII\,e 
prc~bytcr. 

W. T. Gaston (1925-29) 

T he Mate. of Arkama!<o ga'>c the 
Assemblies of God a number of 

leaders in the early year-, oj the 1110\'e
menl. One of these Wal> the 41h Supenn
tendenl. William T Ga.<.ton. 

His mother dedicated William to the 
Lord and wou ld often call him her "httle 
preacher boy. ··5 Mr... Gal>ton died when 
William was only three. but her ~plntual 
IOnuence would follow him throughout 
his lifc. 

In 1909 Mrs. Ga.<.ton's "Iinle preacher 
boy" - now married and With a famtly 
- started out full- time in the miniStry. 
In 1910 he wa.<. ordained and then as
sisted in the fonnatio n of the A.<.scmblics 
of God. 

After servi ng for four years a.<. .. uper
intenden!. Gasto n went back into pas
IOral work . at Firsl Assembly, San 
Diego, and then for a shon tunc al North 
Hollywood. He was called 10 pastor 
Bethe l Te mple in Sacramento where he 
remained for nine years. 

In 1944 Gaston was elected superin
tendent of the Northem Cali fomia
Nevada District and held this office until 
his death in 1956. 

E. S. Williams ( 1929-49)6 

W hat sho uld a man do when he is 
happily pastoring a fine church 

and his ministering associates e lect him 
10 the highest administrative office in his 
deno minatio n? 

If you were E. S . Wi lliams and pa~ lor
ing Highway Tabernacle in Ph iladelphia, 
you wo uld have reluctantly accepted but 
not unti l a year had gone by would you 
have moved to the headquarters c ity -
not until yo u we re convinced the move 
was in the will of God. 

But that was c haracteristic of Ernest 
Swing W ill iams , the man who was 

eJccted and reelectcd 10 time .. to Ihe 
hlFhe .. t (lltlce .... tthm the A .. -.cmbllC' III 
God 

William, dated hi.\ .. ahallon e'(pen · 
ence to II}()4 .... hen he \\3.. .. 19 and It"m!! 
In Southern California T .... o )ear-. later 
.... hllc he W3..' m Colorado, hI, molher 
.... mtc. telltng 01 the fC\ 1\ J.I g~lln!l on 
at the A/u .. a Street \11""lon . He returned 
to Lm Angel". and then: In the old 
rnl .... lon he rcecl\ed hi" Pentl!\:o .. tal 
e~pcnence . 

In 1907 he wa., ordamt.-d by thc Apo' 
lolte Faith under the mmp.lI) ul Wilham 
J Seymour. Aller four year. of tnm"u) 
on thc We,t Coal>t. Wtlliam .. and h" 
..... ife mim\tered In Kentuckv. OhIO. I'\;e\\ 
JCriey and Penn .. ylvama Gtc in 1914 he 
hcard about the fonna!lon of the A .... em· 
bllC\ of God and soon recei'>ed a cenlfl· 
calc of ordmlltlon .1 

HI .. 20 year. ..en ice liS Gcner..tl Super· 
Lnlendcnt .... ru. during a gro ..... mg pentxJ 
for the organiza!lon He pUl hl~ whole 
life mto the work of an admml.<.trator. 
and ble .. scd thousands with hl~ .... I~m 
from the pulpIt and hiS writing!> 

E\'en though he retired In 1949, E. S 
William.'. ne\'er gavc up mim~lenng. He 
joined the faculty at Central Bibll! Col· 
lege W here he remained for l>C\en )·ean. 
Then when he and Mr.;. William~ moved 
to Maranatha Manor retirement home in 
1974, he became an unofficial chaplain 
to other residents. 

Thc new chapel on the CBC campu, 
was named In honor of thl.'. Azul>a Street 
Mis .. ion veleran and congenial leader of 
the A.'.semblies of God. 

(Continued in Spring Issue) 
I ', "'0 of lhe nlllc. E. N Bell and J \\, Wekh. 

ca..'h M:r.cd 1"'0 non·'uccC~~I\C tcnn" \0 I«·h 
nlcall) lhe cu~nl ~upcnntcndcnl T I- IlIn· 
mcmlan IS the 111h ~upcnmcndenl I"1Ilher lh~n 
11M: mnth 

2Lcl1cr 10 Dr Juhn F .. ortx:~. Ami 1~. 1'XJ2 
On~lIIal al Stc1.<.Oll um\er..l1y. COP) III A~)elllhlie, 
of God An:hl\e, 

lp"nI"CtJstall:.ran.~tl. July 9. 1921 
"J B McMalh. oral h,stol) 13p.'. A~mt>lie\ nl 

God Arch"c\ 
STht DlS/rlCf ChrOIllc/" (SanrB Cruz. CahfofTlia 

l\onhem CahfOOlla· "'C\ada Dlstncl CouncIl 01 the 
A;,sembhcs of God. 1957), P 8 

6Whllc Ihls amclc "'as tJc,mg pn'pami. 
E. S Williams "'as calk<! 10 hiS hea'cnly home. 
Sunday, October 25. 1981 In January he "'ouid 
h3\e been 97. 

7nns ongmal ec:nlflcatc IS prt'SC'r.ed .t the 
Assembh~ of God headquarters 

Edito ... ·s Note: 'The edi!or is grateful for 
tn fonnation gleaned from Suddenly ... 
From Heave n , by Ca rl Brumbac k ; 
Anoinled 10 Serve, by William W. 
Me nzies; issues o f the Pentecostal 
Evangel; and other sources in the As
semblies o f God Archives. It is hoped 
that In the future a writer will do a 
de finiti ve study on the li ves of these 
Icade rs . 

AlG HERITAGE. Wlf'loTER 1981-82 



Miss Sigman Marks 
l00th Birthday 
She I!J' Oldest AIG Minisle/" 

T he A,>"cmblic~ 01 God o ..... es much oj 
lIS growth [0 the early prcachc" and 

cvangcli~ls who traveled around the 
country. In this issue of fleriwge ~c arc 
featuring one of our ,>enior evangelis,s. 
Nancy Verna Sigman. Born on Augu" 
15. 1881. MI~s Sigman is the oldest 
mimslcr holding crcdcntiah wilh the 
Assemblies of God 

MI"'., Sigman pUfwcd sludics in the 
fields of art history and om:uncntal 
design at Liberty College (Liberty. f\W) 
and the Art [n.,cilUtc of Kansas City. For 
live year<, MIS" Sigman was an instructor 
at Missouri Wesleyan College 

While allcnding a d ivine healing meet
Ing in Kansas C ity In 1923. God healed 
her body. Devoting her artistic talents to 
the Lord. Mi<,s Sigman began illm,lr.uing 
<,cmlom, and song ... After receiving the 
bapti~m in the Holy Spmt in 1930 ... he 
became licen,>ed with the A .... emblie, of 
God. Over the year\ she mll1i~tercd in 
the Midwe\t and California. An o il 
painting '>he did in 1949. "Ponmit 
of Diety'" hang .. in the prayer chapel in 
our Headquarters budding. Miss Sig
man now resides at Maranatha Village 
where ~he recently celebrated her 100th 
binhday. 

ASSE\1BLlES OF GOD tlERITAGE 

lIeritiJge is publishNi quarterl, by the As.wm
blies of God Archi.·es. 1445 Boornille ,\\1' .• 
Springfield, MO 65802. This paper is rree to 
memben of the Assemblies or God Archh'es 
Heritage 5ocH.-ty. S4:-e p. 6 for information on 
membership. 

'\ II}ne E. \'Iarner. t-:ditor 
rllm Easllake. ;\ssistant Editor 

© Copyright I~I b, I1M:' General Counci l oflhl' 
Assemhlie.-. of God 
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PRESERVING YOUR CHURCH HISTORY 
Selecting lJnd Arrangmg Hisroriml Materials 

Pam Eastlake 

Drc~c"ing your church hi~tol') pro
£" \ide~ a u~eful ~ervice 11l man} 
\\a}~ It as ... urc<. that Importanl leg:ll 
rccord~ arc mainlallled and il i ... a record 
of the l1lvol\iemcnt ullhe member. 11l Ihe 
c hurch and thc mter;:Ktlon of the church 
With the communlly 

What matcriab ~hould }our church 
kcep for ih archl\C, ') Belo~ i ... a brief 
lht of ilem ... ,ugge ... ted for rCICn110n 

• Repon ... 01 Con\enIlOn, and 
conlcrenl"e~ . o llicml mmUlC, of board, 
and cOlllrni., ... ion.,. cOlllmittee repon). 
!llI ... .,ion repo",. and finanCial and 
legal record., 

• Milllu,>cnpt .... corre~pundel1l:e 01 
member, 01 thc church .... enllOn\. 
... peclal repom. Joumah. and diaric,> 

• Church txx)b (~hether publi,>hed or 
manu ... cript). agenda. hymnal, 

• Periodical... i~ ... ucd by Ihe church 

OUR HERITAGE 
IN PHOTOS 
The Rc' and Mrs 0 W Kcrr Hc ""~ a Slrong 
leadcr In the carly )can. of lhc Pcmeco'lal mo'c
mcm 300 Ihc A .. -emhhc~ of God. HI~ dcth,alcd 
)CrIIICC mcluded IIwohcmcm In the fonnallon (If 
lhree Biblc collcgc~ 

• Photograph\ 01 the church and 
JI\ member-. 

• Record" of membcr-.hlp. baptl ... ul\. and 
marriage\. church h .... 101") 

• Biographical ,,\..etche) 01 ,(aft ~or\....:r. 

\urh a~ the pa"tor. tcach..:r-.. 
·tnd la\ lead..:" 

• Comm'cmuratl\c mcdalllon .... COIn\. 
and I11cdab. artltact" or mu ... eulll 
pIece ...... uch as pamphcmalia u-.cd b} 
mi"lonane ... . I 

Once II ha\ been decided ~hal matc 
rial .. \\ III be retained. the next ... tep 

" arranging (he record\. While a libra!) 
U ... C\ De~e) Decllllal or LJbm!) of Con
gre ...... cataloging rutc .... therc arc no ... tan
dard rule ... for arChl\c ... Ho~c\er. there 
arc "'Ollle b: .... 1C pnnclplc ... that can be 
applied to an} archivc, 

Rccord ... are arranged III record group\. 
... erie .... and file unl\~ T he large,t d1\ 1-

\Ion. record group. I' .. hod) 01 record ... 
relmed by functIOn and urganll.allon In 
the ca">C of church record~. di llcrent 
COnmll1tee ... rna) be con~ldered <.I) Indi 
\idual fCcord group, A 'eric ... I, a ,ub
di\ "Ion 01 the record group. USlI1g a 
church committee "., .111 example. a 
comnllttcc on '>pecial e\t!n!\ ma) ha\e a 
,eric, of record, dealing ~lth a ~pccific 
event ,uch a, an anni\er.aJ) celcbr"tlon 
The "'ene,> i ... then orgalll/ed by file unll,. 
... uch :I:. 111cornlllg COITC\Jx)I1dcnce and 
outgoing corrc"'pondenl."c 

It " impor1:lI1t to arrange ~our church 
recordl> 111 a ~ay tholt retlectl> the manner 
In .... hlch your church i ... organl/ed 
Li ... ted below arc some boo" ~ ~hich may 
help yOU 111 idcntifYlng valuable record) 
and detenllining ho\\ the} ,hould be 
organized. 

Suelnow. Augu~1 R. ReligiOUS Ardlll·e.t. 
All ImrO(/uclioli (A\ailablc from the 
Society of American Archlv,,!\. 330 
S. Wetl~. SUite 810. Chicago. IL 
60606. 

Gracy. Da vid B. Arch/l'es & Mallu
scripts: Arrullgemem & DeSeripl/oli 
(Also available from the Society 01 
American Archivi~ t l» 

IAugu~t R. Suelflo~. Relix/ous Ar
chil'es: All Imrot/uCI/OII (Chicago: 
Society of American Archivi~t:.. 
1980). p. 12. 

Pmll fllSllll~e /S 

Arc!I/I'''S AssisWIII. 
AIG Ar/·/iil·"$ 

, 
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Charter Membership 
Deadline Is Dec. 31 

Charter membe .... hlp, In the new 
A .... cmblics of God Hcntagc Society arc 
available until December 3 1. 1910 [I 

mailed . applicalion\ mu\! be po)tmarkcd 
no talcr than December 31 to quaM; 
Chaner memben. will rccc ... c a gold· 
pnnted certificate 

An application on page 6 of thiS I"~ 

\UC can be used for regular or gift 
memberships. 

Members will receive a gift book of 
their choicc, an oml hlMory loampler 
lape . and a sub~nptlon to Herita!{e. 

What Do You Know 
About Our History? 
A Quiz Oil People and £~'e'lls 

You can answer the above quc!otlon by 
<;pendlng a fc .... minutes with this bnef 
qui I on the Pentecostal Movement and 
the A ssemblies of God. Answer.. arc 
given on page 6. 

I . A PentccQ!olal outpounng took 
place In a small Bible school in Topeka. 
Kansas. in 1901. Who was the leader of 
the school? 

2. A second hislOrical revival brokc 
out in thc Azusa Street Mission in 1906. 
In what city was thi S mission locatcd? 

3 . A black man wa.!o thc lcadcr of the 
Al.usa Strect Mission in 1906, What was 
his name? 

4. In what ycar wru. the Assemblics of 
God fonncd? 

5. Namc the city In which the organ 1-
I.ational meeting w& held. 

6 . Four of the men below were cli..'(: ted 
to the fi rs t Executive Presbytcry of the 
Assemblics of God . Who arc they? 

a . Ralph M. Riggs b. J . Roswell 
Flower c. Raymond T . Richey 
d . E. N. Bell e . J . W. Welch 
f. Howard A . Goss g. Charles 
Parham h. Stanley H. Frodsham. 

7 . What Assemblies of God mission
ary became famous in Egypt and was 
known as the "Nile Mother"? 

8 . Nine men have served as General 
Superi ntcndent (or Chainnan) in the 67-
year hislOry of the Assemblies of God. 
Five of the nine are A . P. Coll ins, W. T. 
Gaston, J . W. Welch, Gayle F. Lewis, 
lind Wes lcy R. Steelberg. Name the 
miss ing four. 

9. Th is man served as the director o f 
the Foreign Missions Department from 
1927- 1959. Who was he? 

10. This man served as General Secre
tary for 27 years (1914- 16 and 1935-
1959), What is his name? 

I I . This fanner Baptist fo unded what 
became known as Southwestern Bible 

THE HERITAGE LETTER "a)",""",, 
H eritage Society RejpofJse Is Excel/em 

W ith thi' 2nd I~'UC of Hentll"lI' \I.e 
welcome hundred .. of you a, char

ter member\ 01 the A .. '>Cmblle .. 01 God 
Heritagc SOClct} Thc warm reception 
we recel"'cd al thc 39th Gencml Council 
In SI. Loul'> dnd the excellcnt rc .. pon'>C 
by mad and telephone I .. appreciated 
morc than you'll evcr J..nol,\.- God blc .. ~ 
you! 

A .. you will note el<;cwhere In th i .. 
i .. !,uc. charter membership" will be 
grantcd until Deccmber 31. 1981 Thi .. 
mcans you ha\e only a fel,\.- more da}~ to 
remcmber a 10"'00 one with a charter 
membership. And with Chri,tmib Just 
around thc comcr. what beller Ilmc to 
give than right now! 

Please u~ the coupon on page 6 for 
either regular o r g ift memberships. Or if 
),ou do not wl .. h to cut your HemaNe, 
makc a copy of the page or wnte the 
mfonnatlon clearly on a separate ~heet of 
paper. 

Speaking of gift membership". [ must 
tell you about Larry Gaither who Jive~ 

here in Springfield. Larry wanted to help 
sprcad thc word about our Heritage Soci
ety. so he is providing memberships for 
three of our senior ministers and t"'O 
memberships for Maranatha Village. 

Thank you, Larry (and others ), for 
providing memben.hips for the~ friend~. 

• • • • 
I am convinced that the people asso

ciatcd with thc Assemblies of God arc 
proud of their grand hentage They 
realize God ha~ blessed this movement 
around the world . 

The Hcritage Society was created to 
work with thc Assemblies of God Ar
chivcs to preservc and promote our grand 
heritage . Herifage is designcd to keep 
our heritage alive with every generation 
until Jesus comes. We hope the stories 
and photos will inspire, infonn, enter
lain, and bring back o ld memories. 

Abovc all. on every page, we hope 
you will scc the imprint of the Holy 
Spirit on dedicated men and women who 
pioneered in thc early ycars of the Pente
costal movement and thc Assemblic!' of 
God. 

We always welcome lellers on our 
h istory. Thank you for your response . 

•••• 
Right now there is a tremendous inter

esl in our roots. But J am wondering 

College at Enid, Oklahoma, in 1927. 
Who was he? 

12 . Who wrote the official history of 
the Assemblies of God, Anoillfed /0 
Serve? 

T. E. Gonlloll Receh'es First 
Heritage Society Certificate 

Whcn Ihc Rc\ T E Gannon hcanJ about Ihe 
ne .... Hcnl")!c SOCiCI). he InlmcdlJlcly '>Cnt a 
chcd, for SIOO for hi, htclime mClIlhcr.hip. 
Here General Superintendent Thonlil\ f llnl
mcmlan pre"-Cnh him .... llh I.lfcllmc·Chartcr 
Member certifit,;;lIc number I Gcncml Scc
r\::lary JO'>Cph ..,o .... cr al'>O lool part In the 
prc..cntauon 

what your c hurch and district are doing 
about their history. Be sure to read Pam 
Eastlake'!, column on preserving your 
own ehureh hi~tory 

While our pioneers arc still with us, 
plca.sc - for the sake of your church, 
district. and national heritage - gel 
started on your historical collections 
now! A quick way to collect information 
from our pioneers is through the use of a 
cassettc recorder (for most of us, it is 
easier to talk than write) . 

But a year - or even a week - from 
now might be too late . 

If you are planning an anniversary or 
historical publication, perhaps wc can 
hclp. Simply write or call our Springfield 
office. 

•••• 
Please enjoy a Christ-centcred Christ

mas and a blessed 1982. 
Pcacc. 

WU)'fle E Waffler is 
Direcmr of /he Ale 
Arch/I·C'.I· 

AjG HERITAGE. \\ INTER 1981-82 



ASSL\IBLlES 01' GOD HERITAGL 
1445 B{x)O\illc AH!nUC 
SpnngficlrJ. \1,,\oun 65K02 

Leader.. of the A/u\a Street M" .. ion In 1907. Seated, from the left, are a SiSler 
Evans, Hiram W. Smi th. W. J Seymour. and a Sister Lurn Standing. same orde r, are 
woman unidcnlLlicd. a Brother Evam. a Sl~tcr Moon, Glen A. Cook, Florence 
Craw ford. man unidentified. and a Si"tcr Prince Gi rl in the fron! is Florence 
Crawford', daughter I n~t 1\ Rachacl Si/clo\c who took Pentecostal mc!>sagc 10 
Springfield. MI\\ouri In May 1907. 
- - - -------------------------- ----, Yes, I Appreciate the Grand Heritage of the Assemblies of God! 

CHARTER Mt:~mEKSIIII' UEADLI'E IS DEC 31. I ~ I! 

Please enroll me as a new member of the Assemblies of God Heritage Soc iety. 
I understand I wi ll receive a free subscription to Heritage, an oral history 
cassette, and the book selection I have made below. 

o Payment Enc losed o Send Statement 

My 1-year Membership $1 0 My Lifetime Membership $100 
Gift Membership(s) @ $10 $ My Gift for Arch ives 

Projects..... .. . .... $ 

Please send book I have selected below: 

1. 0 The Soviets Are Coming 2. 0 Smith Wigglesworth : Apostle 
of Faith 

Name 
City 

Address 
State 

GIFT MEMBERSHIP 

Zip 

Please send gift membersh ip, Her itage paper, cassette tape, and book 1 

number _ to : Name -==ciiY-=======-- Address I ____________ City State __ Zip __ I 

(Use separate sheet of paper for additional gift memberships. ) I 
I 
I 

Archives Looking 
for Book Donors 

HJ\c ~(}U .... nttcn a hool-.' If !,OU 
ha\c .... hcther 11 .... a~ puhh~hcd b) 
Harper & Ro .... or }our Incal pnnter 
the A\',clllhhe~ 01 God Archl\e., ~hould 
have a COP} 

The Archl\e., I., IIllcrC,lcd In booh 
'" rmen h} JlCople a".~ochltcd .... uh thc 
A.,\Cmhlie., of Goo and the earl} Pente· 
co,lal 1Il0\elllent: in addition. tK)Ol-, 
about .,WIIC a!>pcct of the 111m ement and 
m people arc Imponant record., for the 
Archl\e~ 

Author. and other. .... ho h.l\e cople., 01 
hool- .. that lit the atKHC ('atcgonc~ and 
.... ho .... (mld hl-e to don.ltc them 10 the 
Archi\C~. arc a!>l-ed tn .... rue to the 
dm!ClOr 

Ans"ers to Histor) Quit: 

Ch:lrle~ I- Parham 
2. Lo., Angeb 
3. Wi lliam J. Seymour. 
-' 191-' 
5 HOI Spnng~. Arkan~a!,> 
6. h. d. e. and I 
7 Lillian Tra ... her 
8 E. N Bell. E. S Wilhalll~. Ralph 

M . Rigg~. and T. F Zllll lllcmlan 
9. Noel Pcrl-m . 
10. J Rm ..... cl i Flower H I~ .. on Jo-.cph 

now hold .. thl~ po!>Jtlon 
II P C Nel\On Thl~ ",hool merged 

.... lIh ShIeld of Fa ith and Soulhcm Bible 
Collcge~ and ha!> been located at W ax a
hachie. Texa~ ... mee 19-'3 

12. William W Mcnlle~ 

Coming in the Next Issue 
Hot S prings Rc\ isited . II Wa.'> 68 

year<. ncx ( .,pring that the Gencml Coun
c il of (he Assemblies of God wa!> fo nned 
at Hot Spring~ . Eyewitne ...... e ... tell what it 
was like (0 attend the first Counc il 

General Superintendents. Part 2. 
The administrations of W R Steel berg . 
G F Lewis. R. M . Rigg .... and T F. 
Zimmennan. 

" 1 Remember P. C. Nelson," by Dr 
Klaude Kendrick . The fi r .. t 10 a series o f 
A/G pcr ... o nali (y ... ketche .... 

Please send __ copies of " A Grand Heritage" for dist ribution. Mail th is mem
bersh ip fo rm to ASSEMBLIES OF GOD ARCHIVES, 1445 Boonvi lle Avenue, 
Springf ield , MO 65802. I ~----------------~ 
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